Letter to Rt. Hon. Ralph T. O'Neal, Premier of the British Virgin Islands, June 27, 2008

Animals deserve our love, respect, and protection!  Kristi Hutchison, Fresno, CA US
We are supposed to share the earth, not use it up and make it inhospitable to anything other than humans. Please consider this while making decisions.  Celeste Frazier, Cincinnati, OH US
While I understand that tourism is one of your country's main sources of income, by allowing development of Beef Island you are risking loss of several aspects of that tourism because people who now come to see this unspoiled area will not be able to do so. This will probably lead to them going elsewhere, somewhere they will be able to see an undeveloped island.  Adrian Tremayne, Mount Morris, NY US
It would be good to toerism as well... Did spend a lot of time In Brittian,great sides and history...! and soon good NATURE too!!!!  Alicya Lima, Silvolde, -- NL
we need to leave some parts of our planet natural or soon we won't have any left.       Cory Ferguson, Martinsburg, WV US
Please wake up to what you are doing. Where will you all go when you have finished destroying THIS ecosystem with your greed? Will there be ANY place left for the coming generations?  Marena Chen, Kuala Lumpur, -- MY
PLEASE RESPECT ALL KINDS OF SPECIES THAT LIVE IN BRITHISH VIRGIN ISLANDS, DONT DAMAGE ECOSYSTEM PELEASE!!  Miriam Perez  Mass, Guadalupe, Nuevo LeÛn, -- MX
Please agree to quash to Beef Island planning consent without going to trial  Nutan Valero-Marcet, London, -- GB
Please agree to quash to Beef Island planning consent without going to trial  Jane Bregazzi, Dawlish, -- GB
As a tourist, I prefer intact eco-systems.  Elaine Fischer, Houston, TX US
WE MUST PROTECT THESE PLACES WE REALLY MUST  Hilke Van Hove, Hoofddorp, -- NL
I love visiting the BVI. Please protect this beautiful area.  David Walker, Grand Cayman, -- KY
Why does someone always come up with the stupid idea of a building a resort on a natural habitat? Ive seen some ridiculous ideas and this IS one of them.  Chris Watcher, Europe, -- GB
Why build a resort?Let it stay as is!  Linda Hughes, Tampa, FL US
Is nothing off limits? Shameful.  Linda Bescript, Tucson, AZ US
Our oceans are just as important as our rainforests. Our ecosystem depends on it. Have you thought about bringing in more money and saving your beautiful island community... by promoting "eco-tours"? Show off what you have... and educate others about your presious resources!  Melissa Dawson Chapman, China, MI US
There are other ways to get rich, and since, humans are so-called superior, there should not be a problem coming up with alternatives that will benefit people as well as the environment. Humans need to stop being so greedy; why not promote a project that will bring in money as well as help the environment. Rather than creating more destruction and devastation . . .bring education and understanding for this beautiful land that should be preserved. Most people would love to get away from buildings; the hustle and bustle of cities. Most people dream of a vacation in an exotic place; a place that has much to explore. A perfect haven. Think about what this land and its resources have to offer before you destroy it. You are intelligent . . .come up with an alternative that will benefit this land's ecosystem. You can still make your money by leaving the land the way it is. Do not allow greed to be your guidance ~ do what is right.  Lisa Webber, Beaver Dams, NY US
Please this is Gods creation dont let this go to waste.  Jocelyn M Ragoza, Madison, AL US
Please do everything you can to protect marine environment of Hans Creek Lagoon and the crucial fisheries around Beef Island.  Patricia Wood, Edwardsvile, IL US
Shame on us if we continue to damage what we did not Create!  tanya payne, Ashley Falls, MA US
Please Please Remember Mother Nature with Her Love We are All Lost  Callum Laggan, Staby, -- DK
Sometimes tourism just doesn't make sense; this is one example.  Kevin Hilbiber, Seattle, WA US
Dear Sir, One of the greatest things about the BVI is that they are not over-developed. Please help keep it that way! My husband & I have been to 4 islands of the caribbean & the BVI is by far our favorite. Ellen Pedersen  ellen pedersen, vineland, NJ US
I spent my honeymoon in St. Croix and remember the beauty of that island. I would much rather visit an ecologically beautiful region than a resort that destroys habitat.  Ronald Mutchnik, Lafayette Hill, PA US
I am surprised that you would endanger such a special area placed in your care. You are the guardian of these Islands. I hope you will take your responsibility to heart.  Maryann Miller, Albuquerque, NM US
I have scuba dived there and it is too beautiful to destroy.  Peggy Larson, DVM, MS, JD, Williston, VT US
It needs protection!  Natalie Abram, Louisville, KY US
It's not my island but it is my world. The mangrove systems are an important essential link to the reef health, the oceans health, the worlds health and ultimately our health. Tread carefully. Your whole economic future may be at stake and the demise may start with that first dollar of "development"  Rodney Campbell, Brooklyn Center, MN US
Pristine habitats like this should be left alone. People are too apt to build resorts, hotels, and golf courses wherever they please. Their disregard for nature is outrageous.  Troy Schreiber, Millersburg, PA US
Please, don't destroy natural beauty for the sake of making a few dollars. Take a stand against real estate developers and decide in favor of the environment.  Erik Scott, Miami, FL US
Coral reefs protect islands from storm surges and rising waters, plus they provide shelter for many different types of animals useful in ecological, recreational, and commercial purposes. By development, the whole habitat will be ruined and thus will lead to many problems for both people and animals.  Jennifer Dowdy, Paducah, KY US
Please do all you can to protect this precious national treasure!  Laura Spautz, Berkeley, CA US
This valuable resource is irreplaceable and is a valuable asset which attracts tourists like myself. Hotel/Resorts are available all over the world and constructing another one which would destroy this habitat would be irresponsible. Why would you destory the very thing that attracts people to visit!!??  Cathy Hodges, Oroville, CA US
Too much precious land is being destroyed due to development & MORE money in the pockets of the developers. There HAS to be a stop to the madness..............  Patti Barnard, magalia, CA US
Sanctuary needs to be safe!  Cindy Roth, Sound Beach, NY US
Please conserve what little natural island habitats this world has left!  Rachel Hathaway, O Fallon, MO US
It seem we will not be happy till we destroy all of the beautiful places this world has to offer, how sad! Our children are going to have a really pitiful world if we don't change not later but NOW!  Crystal Tripi, Saint Petersburg, FL US
If it is the most important mangrove ecosystem in the BVI, why spoil it.  robert moeller, Hackensack, NJ US
Please don't let your beautiful Island turn into a Clubhouse for a bunch of squalid golfers. Acting to save the wildness, the biodiversity, the natural beauty of B.V.I. would be a great gift to not only posterity but to people who may or may not ever visit B.V.I. and who care deeply about the quality of life, to use that old '60s phrase, as against the quantity of tourist dollars in the very short run. Thank you for reading this and taking the long view and seeing the larger issues. W. G. Sabatier  William Sabatier, New Orleans, LA US
Please be an advocate for these Islands!We must start protecting our earth and it's resources before it is too late. It is too late for parts of the earth...do not add the islands to this list!  Pat Castor, Limestone, TN US
Keep the land pristine  Catherine Anne Galvin, Dumont, NJ US
Please, think of the long-term benefits for the environment of keeping this area preserved. Excessive development all over the world has destroyed countless ecosystems. Don't let this area be next.  Laura Semmes, El Centro, CA US
Reduce mangrove areas, and the land is more susceptible to storms and erosion by the sea. Reduce the wildlife population, and what will our descendants have to interact with? More video games?  Lawrence M. Henson, Kˆln, -- DE
Keep the islands as magnificent as they were in 1963 my last visit, how unique I loved it there is one of my fondest memorie one day i shall return Neache  Neache Niawen, Gardner, CO US
I'm concerned about the well being of my planet! It's one big ecosystem, and we are all connected. Treat the ground beneath your feet like your mother, she is, mother earth, our source, our sustainer, thank you.  valerie gilbert, ny, NY US
the people realy don¥t understand the problems that we have in this moment in the earth , and this ¥cause for ous, the human. this is our home, for everibody, and is veri important that we thake care of that  sarah guardian maldonado, mexico city, -- MX
Please show that you are more enlightened than the idiots we have in Washington, DC. Please do the right thing and protect your precious environment rather than exploit it.  Diana Grob, Gresham, OR US
Please save the areas that are proposed for development of a new hotel for natural areas instead. The area proposed for development has some of the most productive and important bird hatcheries and fish nurseries in the world. I hope to visit the Virgin Islands soon and would much prefer to see the natural habitat than an over built development. I agree with Dr. Edward O. Wilson that we should preserve half the world for natural areas, not only for their beauty, but also for the vast amount of scientific knowledge that we have yet to learn from them. Once these areas are gone they are gone forever. Please save them for us and future generations. Ellie Gioumousis  Ellie Gioumousis, Palo Alto, CA US
protect beef island!!!!!  kayla wiens, littleton, CO US
There is so much destruction going on all around us, I ask you to please protect this not just for our sakes, but for our childrens. Sincerely Helene Johnson  Helene Johnson, Dade City, FL US
Please protect this area. You can't go back on the damage done by development.  Sonja Hodgkins, San Francisco, CA US
If developed countries don't start investing in natural diversity the rest of the globe will never follow!  Gottfried Aust, Tuebingen, -- DE
One of the main reasons, people come to Beef Island in the British Virgin Islands is for the live corals, mangrove systems, salt ponds and lagoons. Allowing developers to put up more resorts will be a disaster for the eco-system and make the island less desirable. I urge you to stop the resort project and keep Beef Island ecologically beautiful  James Verry, Pueblo West, CO US
Dear Mr. O'Neal: An island such as Beef Island is becoming rarer & rarer in today's fast paced World; where short term profits for developers are often chosen over long term ecological implications and the overall negative environmental impact upon the entire eco-system. This island and it's marine habitat could easily be utilized as it is (without golf courses and/or large hotels) as a nature enthusiasts' dream come true & attract many people from all over the World, on a limited basis, which could be much more of a "win-win" scenario for everyone. This includes both for the economy of the island, BVI overall, while simultaneously preserving the natural beauty of an unspoiled part of the Caribbean, the island & entire area!!! If you could please help to preserve this rare "GEM" of the Caribbean as mother nature intended it to be so future generations of people could have the opportunity to enjoy it, that would speak very highly for yourself, the vast majority of people, & for the entire island, & BVI, altogether!!! Thank you for your prompt attention to this VERY IMPORTANT & SPECIAL Place on Planet Earth.  Ray Smigelski, Clarkston, MI US
Please do not let development destroy this gift of nature!  Deborah Webb, Carrollton, GA US
DON'T EVER DESTROY THIS VERY BEAUTIFUL LANDSCAPE~!!!!  Marleina Ward, Westernville, NY US
Mangrove systems also protect Island soil from storm and tidal surges. You should be working to increase mangrove forests around the British Virgin Islands.  Alexander Day, Bakersfield, CA US
The beauty of these Islands is undescribable and we must do everything possible to preserve it.  Carol LeKashman, St. Thomas, -- VI
I feel that there are more than enough 5 star hotels ,marinas and golf courses for the rich allready and there must be other ways to make the money you want  George Collip, Montendre, -- FR
Decide what REALLY matters!  Melissa Holland, Ardmore, AL US
There is nothing honorable in destroying the environment.  Angela Kelly, Usher, -- AU
The Virgin Islands were "named" after Elizabeth the so-called Virgin Queen, but their beauty is from the unbuilt ecosystem. We say DEVELOPMENT but mean destroying Nature's development.We mean building and overusing until resources are exhausted- look at North Africa from overgrazing cattle- we overgraze with tourists.  weedy j tuhtanjoseph, Sebastopol, CA US
Premier O'Neal, You must protect the marine environments of the Beef Islands. Nine systems of Tortolla have already been destroyed and we do NOT need another golf course!  marjori stark, San Rafael, CA US
Please don't destroy the beauty of your islands just so a developer can make money. The earth is precious and we don't have many unspoiled places to save.  Barbara WILLIAMS, NEW BERN, NC US
Please save this island from development.  Gina Epley, Salisbury, NC US
Dear Sir - I've been to Beef Island. I sailed there with my family. Leave it in it's precious wild state. Don't build on it. We need these undeveloped places to save our planet! and for our children  Suzette Shelmire, Winona, TX US
Please protect the pristine and beautiful Virgins! PLEASE...  Pamela Russell, Mount Dora, FL US
Please, why? It's always for the money. If you destroy the treasure you have, who will want to come?  James King, Akron, OH US
wow ANOTHER seaside resort let me guess the millointh and 1? we dont NEED any more we have enough already  Dillon Nelson, Blue Springs, MO US
Invest your money in protecting the planet and keeping it beautiful for many generations to come. You can't put a price tag on a healthy planet, especially because it's the only one we've got right now. Support Eco-Tourism if you wish to support the tourism industry. Institute a recycling program and eco-friendly waste management at your present tourist investments. There's nothing more unpleasant than seeing plastic water bottle littering the beaches, and sewage getting pumped directly into the ocean.  Regina Chante, Portland, OR US
If we are to visit these islands let them be what they are. A golf course would make it just like any other carribean island.  Lander Hultin, Fort Collins, CO US
The laws set forth are for the protection of the environment and ultimately it's people. Take care of what mother nature has loaned to you.  Morgan Griffith, Jamul, CA US
Lets think about the environment for a change and not feeding the prospectors bank accounts.  Bertiz Benhamid, Charleston, SC US
I have never had the honor to visit your beautiful islands but hope to someday. I do feel it is a unique jewel that must be saved and protected forever.  Joseph Petrie, Loudonville, OH US
I live in the Florida Keys and hotels and lots of other developements have started to ruin our reefs please dont make the same mistake we did and ruin your reefs.  Sami-Jo Wood, Islamorada, FL US
I would much rather see Beef Island's natural state preserved than have a resort replace it.  Susan Sorkenn, Mahwah, NJ US
How long can we be keeping the earth beautiful for many generations to come? You can't put a price tag on a healthy planet because it's the only one we've got right now. Actually, I take that back, because our planet is not healthy. We should preserve ever beautiful part of it for others to cherish. There are enough hotels in Hawaii, anyway. Gosh.  Jisoo Kim, Campbell, CA US
The health of this remaining marine ecosystem is far more vital to the health of the life sustaining systems of the planet than a development. A development is destructive to the sustainability of life on the earth and at this point more destruction is another nail in the coffin for life.  Jan Modjeski, Murrells Inlet, SC US
I travel overseas an average of 6 times a year. I do not like resorts. I prefer quiet natural areas and I have the income to afford both. I just can't stand noise on vacaitions. ES Shaw  Scott Shaw, Columbus, OH US
The world is already in a precarious situation,do you really need to add to the problem?Please let's take care of this wonderful world,it's the only one we have.THANK YOU!!!  Anneka Magill, millbrook, AL US
This proposal to build a hotel,is wrong.Leave the Islands as they are.  Rob Levy, Plymouth, -- GB
Dear Premier O'Neal, You live in a precious part of the world. I have visited it many times. Protecting the natural environment that you, I'm sure, know very well, is not only the right thing to do for its sake but for the future of your beautiful island. Tourists will come to Tortola because you have protected this island NOT because you have another fancy resort.  Margot McLean, New York, NY US
Dear Premier O'Neal, I have been a frequent visitor to BVI since 1992, often visiting every six months or more. Every time I visit I am disheartened by the increase in development, the increase in crime and traffic and pollution. I have mourned an erosion of the things which had made BVI so special, it's hospitality, trusting friendship, sweet air, starry skies unmarred by light pollution, the sound of it's tree frogs at night and not motorbikes. The fabric of what has made BVI so special is being lost daily. In the last year I have stayed at Long Bay Resort, Peter Island Resort, Brewer's Bay Campground, Mangrove Bay and Neptune's Treasure. My private undiscovered and undisturbed Great Harbor on Peter Island was developed between my August and February visits, the cruise ship visits seem to increase exponentially every six months. While on the hill above Mangrove Bay, my 5 year old son, Nicholas, said, as he over looked the lights of Tortola, "They better be careful Mommy because it it going to turn into St. Thomas and we will loss our special place and the people here will be said because they will have only money and nothing beautiful." This is from the innocence of a five year old. Please put some weight on the words out of the mouths of babe's in your consideration before further major development of Beef Island and the Grace that God has given BVI, it's bountiful gifts that need stewardship and protection. Thank you for your consideration.  Karen Andrade, Esq., Southampton, MA US
Please protect the marine environment!  Merry Loscalzo-Stumpf, Bettendorf, IA US
Please don't let this natural ecosystem be destroyed; it is far more valuable than a tourist resort could ever be.  Hannah Chapman, northampton, MA US
I would rather come to Beef Island and enjoy the natural beauty of this place than come to an environmentally destructive resort. Perhaps an eco-resort would be more in order for this environment.  Janet Sutton, Lee's Summit, MO US
There is no such thing as economics without the resources provided by the natural environment. Destroy your natural bounty in this beautiful and special place on this planet, and you destroy your future.  Fiona Chrystall, Lenoir, NC US
Ultimately the economic iimpact of the proposed construction will be more negative than positive in the BVI area. Please act to protect a beloved and important natural area unique in the world.  Nor Hall, St.Paul, MN US
Leave the land as it is don't ruin the view.  Kerri Briggs, Cockatoo, -- AU
conservation rules/save the future  Maria Daly, Las Vegas, NV US
PLEASE keep this beautiful land the way nature made it!!!  Laura Horning, Westlake, OH US
That development of this beautiful place is even being considered makes me extremely angry. All concerned should be ashamed!  Lee McKay, Geelong, -- AU
Dear Mr. O'neal. After all the assurances and expert opinions on what destruction and polution will not take place and the expected economic benefits.In the end neither the people, the state,nor the wildlife benefit ,only the developer. A current case in point is the dredging of Port Philip bay in Australia , where the wider implications were not given sufficient deliberation. Which means of course after all the proposed precautions have been taken the polution level created will have destroyed the fishing grounds (especially the shell fish for at least ten years) Sir, I do not envy you your position,especially with the economic and ecological pressures that must be placed on your shoulders  James Graham, Melbourne, -- AU
Tourists can go to Hawaii and so can the developers for a sun tan, they already have enough money.  lance jordan, san diego, CA US
Find another way to get the tourist $$  Pauline Fuit, Waikiki, -- AU
What the BVI has, to "sell" to tourists, is its great natural beauty and rare naturalist treasures. Why destroy your greatest resource?  Dana Bellwether, Petaluma, CA US
All ecosystems are important to us even if we don't see the impact right away.  Lynn Barnes, Det., MI US
PLEASE DO NOT DESTROY OUR NATURE, THESE ARE PRECIOUS SURROUNDINGS TO ALL PEOPLE, WE LOVE TO SEE OUR GREENS, THEY MUST BE PROTECTED, OUR CHILDREN & GRANDCHILDREN NEED THE OPPORTUNITY TO SEE ALL THESE BEAUTIFUL SURROUNDINGS ALSO !! DESTROYING IS NOT THE ANSWER !! SHAME ON WHOMEVER WANTS TO DESTROY ALL THAT IS BEAUTIFUL & NATURAL !!  JOCELYNE ANNIE, Quebec City, QC CA
Don't let irresponsibility of fragile ecosystems claim one more beautiful area.  Judith Kunesh, Det., MI US
Please conserve and enhance this rare and special place. So much of the world has ben destryed for commercial gain. we need to preserve the real riches on Earth.  Linda Mira-Bateman, Daylesford, -- AU
We must preserve what Mother Nature has bestowed us...please help!  Parag Desai, Fort Lauderdale, FL US
Protect the Beef Island areas...we need them!  Marcia McDuffie, Martinez, CA US
why would you destroy a place of rare beauty ? why not make it a safari type destination where people can enjoy the natural beauty of beef island? it sounds as if the current plans will not only destroy the fisheries , but everything else as well. thats alot of people added to the dole.  Laura Sierra, Des Moines, WA US
Please do not create yet Another resting place for humans to over inhabit and over develope!! Nature at its Natural Beauty on it's own is at it BEST!! Please don't let humans overtake this natural and protected Beauty. With a Freekin Hotel and Golf Course of ALL THINGS!! Oh Please have some integritity and substance and don't let your greed of the dollar over-ride your sane mind to destroy this natural beauty and let it remain untouched by any destructive development!!!! Please Don't Do It!! Kind regards, Zoe Turner  Zoe Turner, Wanneroo, -- AU
We neglect these issues at our peril  Diane Davies, London, -- GB
It is very wrong to try to profit by short term projects, that harm unreversally the enviroment. The long term touristic development, based on ecological guidelines, might be the solution for this idyllic place. trends come and go, the nature is always there, and we protect her it gives us back all her graciousness  Sotiris Vardakis, Amsterdam, -- NL
We know the area well - it is a little corner of environmental paradise and everything should be done to preserve it  Deborah Owen, London, -- GB
Please don't destroy this important natural area. Building a resort area, and destroying the environment is not the right thing to do.  Diane Weber, Harrison, OH US
Lets go to th BVI and frolic in the lush native environment. Wait ... what happened to the environment?  Mark Schulman, Monticello, NY US
save our world  azmi ghazali, kuantan, -- MY
Premier O'Neal, certainly in this world of disastrous results ecologically, and with the knowledge that Beef Island is truly an unique environment that cannot be duplicated or replaced if changed and/or threatened; the BVI can find another place for this hotel - and especially golf course - the worst threat to most environments; or survive without that tourist income at the expense of the treasure itself.  Janice McCart, Stouffville, ON CA
this island is enrich far more by its natural beauty then what this development will bring. Please be responsible and preserve the natural heritage that has made the British Virgin islands the wonderful place they are.  Rob White, Halifax, -- CA
Please, PLEASE, reconsider - we're not making any more untouched Earth. I would much rather visit an island such as this than spend time in a hotel with an adjoining golf course and marina!  Eileen Walker, Sorrento, FL US
We have just been through a similar situation in Bermuda, but the area was saved, largely due to the action of many who wrote their names on a petition. Such areas as Beef island needs to be preserved for posterity  Charles Zuill, Flatts, -- BM
Please protect these islands for the good of the environment and the world.  Jason Turgeon, Portland, ME US
DO not destroy this beauty!!  Lisa Finkenbine, Saint Marys, OH US
It's not only the beauty it's all the life that will killed by this resort and it's intrusion. The coral, fish and wildlife, birds and ecological systems!  John van der Kieft, Darien, CT US
At a time when land development is being singled out as a contributing factor in our greenhouse gas emissions and of disappearing ecology, this proposal seems backward.  Emlyn Addison, Providence, RI US
A good friend spent eight years living in the British Virgin Islands. He speaks often of their beauty. In fact, it was only yesterday we wondered at how much of it's treasures were protected. Today, I received this and will forward it to my friend that I know will be even more concerned than I in our hopes that everything possible is being done to preserve yet another of Earth's precious treasures. It worries me that we may be on the verge of discovering that we have not acted quickly enough to protect our delicate ecosystems. Thank-you for your efforts.  R Chris LaReau, Savannah, GA US
The British Virgin Islands should stay the way they are. Not delveloped or destroyed like so many of places.  Jocelyn Koopmann, Kangaroo Flat. Victoria, -- AU
I have been a regular visitor to St. John, USVI. The last time I was there, I was amazed and alarmed at the number of new buildings that were being built. Even though over half of the island is a National Park, people are building homes and businesses everywhere they can. The impact on the island is devastating. If you can preserve what you have on Beef Island, now is the time to take action before development destroys your ecosystem.  Cindy McKee, Frankfort, KY US
It is time we start respecting Nature and the Earth, and stop destroying it for profit. It takes much more to creat a natural marine area and tropical forest than it takes to build a resort or any other human construction. It takes millions of years! We have to stop the destruction of all the natural habitat around this planet and you can help. Be proud of the natural heritage of the Virgin Island and keep them "natural". Thank you for your attention.  Patrick Godon, Pikesville, MD US
Please don't destroy what makes your country special  Sarah Price, Warwick, -- BM
What a great opportunity to take a stand for your unique natural resources! Please protect Beef Island's mangrove ecosystem and it's surrounding waters.  Carolyn Buckner, Chapel Hill, NC US
I have only one question that could be posed in many ways. WHY?  Tonya Woolensack, Youngstown, OH US
This island has unbelievable beauty. Please don't rob it of its natural riches.  Enjoli Hollis, New Brunswick, NJ US
We have seen this kind of irresponsible land development in other areas. Ultimately, the people and irreplaceable environmental treasures lose, while a few line their pockets with gold. We urge you to reconsider. .  Neil Martin, New York, NY US
Like we need another resort. How about improving the general quality of life first.  Sophia Nicholls, Gr, MI US
Development is ultimately not in our best interest! Think ahead! Preserve what is left.  Sarah Galmarini, Medina, OH US
We just returned from this amazing place. I was shocked to see the coral in such bad shape and the fish that depend on them missing. The mangroves are the nurseries for all our fish and with the coral areas failing it is imperative that we save them.  kirsten lear, santa Fe, NM US
PLEASE SAVE THIS BEAUTIFUL HABITAT!  NEDRA SPEES, Hernando, MS US
You are priveleged to have the power to save an environment, and a very precious one at that. Thank you.  James Sanjana, Surfside Beach, SC US
iam strongly concerned about the british virgin islands regarding the ecosystem it has been infested and will end up being destroyed by toxins and waste.  Lisa Woodward, Arlington, KY US
Saving the natural ecosystems for the wildlife far outweighs the value to future generations than a development of a resort. The treasure that exists is irreplaceable. Instead keeping the area free from development can bring tourists to the area because of its uniqueness, and that is where the value needs to be maintained.  Kandace Loewen, Seattle, WA US
I am very concerned by this proposal and since 9 mangrove ecosystems have already been destroyed by development, Beef Island should remain untouched. I think we are overdeveloping at the expense of our enviornment. Don't let this happen to Beef Island. It provides much to the ecosystem.  Elle Jordan, Cambridge, MA US
The world has enough big, fancy 5-star hotels, marinas, golf courses and resorts. We need to save the Earth and all its inhabitants so there will be something left for our descendants. Why destroy an entire ecosystem for the pleasure of a few rich people who don't care about anything but their own pleasure? Leave Beef Island alone.  Maria Kelly, Nampa, ID US
Stop; just stop Please think befor you act. Stop..........  Kathleen Clark, Camden, NJ US
Please don't destroy the natural habitat of this island to create yet another resort. People travel there to see the natural beauty of the place, they can go anywhere to play golf and be in a resort setting. The wildlife and natural setting is what people are drawn to, don't over develope yourself right out of the competition for travel customers! I am a traveler and places like Costa Rica are the hottest places to go now because they are under developed and NATURAL. They base their tourist industry on the preservation of the natural habitat of wildlife, the rain forest, and the beaches. Green eco tourism is what people are into now, don't destroy your natural assests w/ man-made settings you can see anywhere. Respectfully yours, Leslie Cohen  Leslie Cohen, Egg Harbor City, NJ US
you can build other five star hotels and golf courses...you cant build other natural ecosystems...  Riley King, Lorton, VA US
The cost of development of Beef Island far outweighs its potential benefits. Please protect the people of this world by protecting its natural settings. We will not have a second chance at having this ecosystem.  Ruby Way, San Francisco, CA US
This will be a short sighted economic catastrophe. Golf is already declining- golf courses in the Caribbean are already overbuilt and the infrastructure required to maintain a resort has long term costs. Besides, you will drive away the people who already make Tortola their resort of choice.  James Hillman, Thompson, CT US
I am too mad to speak.  Sara P, hopedale, MA US
We humans keep finding new ways to destroy our beautiful "Mother Earth". This seems to me just one more plus for profits instead of doing the right thing for the environment.  Edith deGroot, St. Paul, MN US
Do we really need yet another golf course/development? No, we do not. Please save what's left of this important ecosystem.  Arielle Smith, Washington, GA US
Can't we leave SOME wild areas?  Lisa Little, Turtle Creek, PA US
why spoil a beautiful site with buildings. leave some beauty in the world to enjoy.  Alice Beloin, Milford, CT US
We need to make a serious effort to protect and preserve our resources and precious areas.  K Krupinski, Altadena, CA US
Please help us protect what's left of our naturally beautiful ecosystems.  Heidi Zents, Transfer, PA US
Please don't allow development devastate the ecosystem of and surrounding Beef Island. Look around at other areas of the world and please learn the travesty of these situations from our decision to "develop."  Pammie Crawford, Baltimore, MD US
Thank you for your consideration.  Randi Reed, North Hollywood, CA US
Please protect this area! thank-you Julie Morgan-Addington  julie morgan-addington, Canon City, CO US
please help!!!!  rachael hendrick, slidell, LA US
Keeping and protecting our environment is our ethical responsibility. We should behave, not maltreat or kill. Our lifetime is limited on Earth.  Sylvia Sikder, Hohenbrunn, -- DE
We love the BVI;s and St. John and want to preserve open space and undevelopment.  june peterson, Wilmington, DE US
It's too precious and pristine to make into a "Manscape"; leave it as a natural Landscape.  Robert Morton, Fremont, OH US
I have been to Beef Island, and it is one of the few truly unspoiled places on the planet. Please preserve it!  Alan Binkow, Dayton, OH US
Please protect this wonderful resource.  Emma Leonard, Cambridge, MA US
I believe tourists want to see & experience nature, which is becoming so much harder to find on earth - please do not take away one of the treasures the BVI has to offer by developing something that is readily available elsewhere.  Candida Woolhouse, road town, -- VG
For our children, grandchildren and all the future generations. There has to be a limit and now is the time. Thank you for listening to our voices, the voices of the unborn, the voice of reason, and your conscience.  Kathryn Moore, Cobb, CA US
Protect the Beef Island on the British Virgin Islands and stop the resorts.  Grace Stambaugh, Raleigh, NC US
Why must humans always destroy what is so naturally beautiful!? Save the beauty before its to late!!!!  Daiva Peric, Orlando, FL US
i love these animals  amber morgan, Safety Harbor, FL US
We need to take care of our beautiful seas, oceans, and coastline.  Ellen Levine, Castro Valley, CA US
persevere what you have  Paula Arsenault, Kingwood, TX US
Tropical reefs are a disappearing natural resource that must be protected.  Brian Shmaefsky, Kingwood, TX US
We need to protect the Virgin Islands NOW before the wildlife is gone forever!  DUANE TASH, Lenexa, KS US
We need this land so our children have some place to see natural wildlife. Please save this land for the future.  Kathy Rau, Modesto, CA US
our planet our responsability  susan schram, ofallon, MO US
Stop the development !!!!!!!!!! It's disgusting how this overdevelopment & disregard for our precious natural resources & wildlife continues for the sake of the greedy!  c brownlee, Alpharetta, GA US
Development has destroyed so much, do not let this beautiful area be destroyed as well!  Ginni LaRosa, Damascus, MD US
I realize that money seems the most important at times, but it really isn't in the long run. We are killing this world's natural resources by constantly building complexes like this proposed one. What will be left for our children and grandchildren? The loss of ANY more of these important resources would be a terrible thing.  Carole Colquehoun, Arroyo Grande, CA US
Dear Premier O'Neal: My family and I have visited your lovely islands frequently since the early 1970s. We love them. Your people and officials have proven so wise in showing restraint regarding large scale developement. Please don't falter now and permit Beef Island to become spoiled by overdevelopment. Your environment is a treasure which can never be replaced. Sincerely, Steven Mandel MD  Steven Mandel, Marina Del Rey, CA US
PLEASE DO ALL YOU CAN TO PROTECT THIS FRAGILE ECOSYSTEM. EACH OF US NEEDS TO PROTECT WHAT IS LEFT OF OUR PRECIOUS MOTHER EARTH. PLEASE PUT PROTECTION OF THIS AREA FOREVER BEFORE SHORT TERM PROFITS FOR LONG TERM DESTRUCTION. THANK YOU!  Janice Gloe, Oakland, CA US
Please wisely protect this resource that will be invaluable to British Virgin Islands.  J E Merkelbach, Centralia, IL US
Many tourists would rather stay in wildlife-friendly surroundings.  Kathy Shimata, Honolulu, HI US
Dear  Ralph T. O'Neal, Premier of the British Virgin Islands, What a lush marine environment there is around Beef Island. As an artist I have long loved the gorgeous land and seascape in the British Virgin Islands. Now I'm saddened to hear that a golf course and five-star hotel is in the works for Beef Island. To have those rich natural ecosystems put in to jeopardy would be a tragedy. According to the Virgin Islands Environmental Council: "Beef Island boasts important dry tropical forest, and mangroves that are integrated with sea grass, salt ponds and coral reef habitats. The ecosystem of Hans Creek Lagoon, a marine protected area, is crucial for sustaining viable fisheries around Beef Island and throughout the territory. The proposed hotel, marina and golf course complex would destroy this world-class treasure. Beef Island has the most important mangrove ecosystem in the BVI, second in acreage only to far-flung Anegada. All of Tortola's nine mangrove ecosystems have already been decimated or destroyed by development. Mangrove systems provide nurseries for hatchling birds and juvenile fish, homes for lobster and conch and feeding grounds for waders and waterfowl. Please -as you hold so much sway, such political power- help protect Beef Island from these formidable threats. Sincerely, Jeanette Stevenson  Jeanette Stevenson, Santa Cruz, CA US
People come to this area to see the natural beauty. Why would people keep coming to these islands if they are being destroyed? Please consider your construction plans.  Julie Koch, Indianapolis, IN US
I find it interesting, having been to the U.S. Virgin Islands that while tourism is the major industry there, most of the residents are just as poor as when the sugar cane industry brought their ancestors there as slaves. I am very much opposed to allowing another resort despoil another island in the name of greed and profit. With the increased cost of fuel, food, and everything else, tourism at the expense of the environment is just another problem we will be faced with. Stop this pillage now!  Alfred Schreiber, Worden, IL US
Please help stop this! We need to keep this land pristine and people free. The coral is so important to our ecosystem. We need to preserve it along with all the other wildlife that flourishes there. Please keep this land people free!  Kenna Scott, Los Angeles, CA US
The marine environment around Beef Island is crucial for sustaining a complex ecosystem that is a world-class treasure for the British Virgin Islands. Other mangrove ecosystems have already been destroyed by development. Invest wisely... invest in a national treasure and in the future health of the land of the BVI. Stop the proposed development of the 5 star hotel and golf course. Keeping the Beef Island ecosystem intact is important both ecologically and in the long-term, economically. Leave behind a national treasure for your children's children.  Daryl Gagliano, Colorado Springs, CO US
Dear Rt. hon. Ralph T. O'Neal, Premier of the British Virgin Islands, There must be other viable means to bring in income to boost your economy, create jobs and sustain your islands way of life. Please think carefully, long and hard about the devastation that unsustainable tourism effects on the environment. Thank you for your time and consideration. Sincerely, Miss Cory W. Trotter  Cory Trotter, Ashland, OR US
The marine environment is very sensitive, please protect it from development.  Susan Wen, Pittsburgh, PA US
Dear Rt. hon. Ralph T. O'Neal, Premier of the British Virgin Islands, you prefer to build a five star hotel, marina and golf course, than to preserve something that has existed for many years now? Surely.. you can find a way to preserve British Virgin Islands Marine Area, and still be able to build the hotel you so much desire.  MÛnica Costa, Porto, -- PT
CORAL REEFS ARE NOT JUST BEAUTIFUL THEY ARE VERY MUCH ALIVE AND ESSENTIAL FOR THE AQUATIC FEEDING CHAIN! DAMAGES CAUSED BY CARELESS TOURISTS WILL HARM YOUR FISHING INDUSTRY GREATLY !  DAVID MONDEJAR, Rosendale, NY US
Please leave the beauty of the British Virgin Islands for future generations to enjoy and as a wonderful tool of learning about our environment. The developers always find other places if they are effectively and legally stopped. For the sake of the planet and those of us who love it, do not let these ecosystems be ruined.  Carolyn Drake, Sacramento, CA US
Come on now,have'nt we got enough Hotels ........put it where it isnt going to take away this exceptional place.....  sue herd, grimsby, -- GB
For the sake of the marine life around Beef Island, please don't allow the area to be turned into a tourist area!  Sue Cole, Norwich, -- GB
Dear Premier, With respect, it comes down to one more resort, similar to many others, or a unique ecological resource given to your land by God. I'm sure that even in purely financial terms, the latter will be more valuable in the long term.  Brian Hepworth, Manchester, -- GB
Isn't there enough hotels and resorts around the world already, can't we leave a bit of land in peace ?  Beatrice Russo, Bath, -- GB
Premier O' Neal, this developement will be a disaster for the unique ecosystem of Beef Island. Please don't allow this to be ruined.  tarina la - rue - blood, leicester, -- GB
The world has enough resorts on formerly pristine tropical habitats, but very few of these pristine habitats remain. Please do not allow development in the Beef Island area. The pleasure of a few privileged individuals (who have plenty of other places to visit) would permanently degrade the reef and marine habitats of this area. These environments are fragile and easily damaged or destroyed. Do not let this happen to Beef Island by allowing resort development there.  Joy Schochet, Chicago, IL US
Please ensure that the British Virgin Islands are not the next to not only threaten but destroy marine/ecosystem environment. We must find a way to keep the balance between man and nature that will not deminish our natural world even further. Let the BVI show the rest of the world how.  Bryan J Allen, Newcastle upon Tyne, -- GB
Please let this marvelous habitat remain natural and productive.  Gerry Fitzgerald, Martinsburg, WV US
Our family visited BVI nine years ago, and would hate to think of more paradise going under concrete. Leave Beef Island with just the airport for the islanders and visitors, and leave the mangroves for the animals.  Susannah Batstone, Ilfracombe, -- GB
No.. They Can't Do That.  Jim Ricks, Mcallen, TX US
The world has more than enough resorts. What is valuable about Beef Island is that it is not one! In the long run, that can only be to your benefit. Don't abandon your long-term treasure for short-term gain.  John Aberdein, Stromness, -- GB
Dear Mr O'Neal, While I understand the need for enterprise to provide employment for the islanders, I am concerned that insensitive development would destroy the very environmental treasures that tourists would want to see, and that the protective mangrove forests that break the force of hurricane surges and tidal waves have already been 'decimated or destroyed'.  Harfiyah Haleem, London, -- GB
The habitat is far more precious than a common or garden development. In this case animals are far mor important than golf and boats. listen and learn  melanie Cheetham, Stroud, -- GB
I'm from Hawai'i so I've seen the devastation of unsustainable development. Support ecotourism. Don't become another playground for wealthy people who will take your precious resources and give you low-paying service jobs in return.  Gay Chung, Oakland, CA US
The percentage of the island's space being proposed for this development is outrageous.  Tim Moyler, BECKENHAM  Kent, -- GB
I think the effects on environment should be paramount when developments are considered. I do not believe we have the right to destroy either wildlife or marine life for the sake of profit. Lets be honest no building work is undertaken unless the interested parties believe they can make money out of it. The obsession with money and to some extent the pure greed of certain people is a stain on the environment.  Susan May, Bradford, -- GB
I think we have plenty of hotels in the world. It's about time we started looking after our real home before it comes back to bite us in the a$$.  Asif Nawaz, London, -- GB
Please see sense and leave this wilderness alone - the way it was intended. Why kill - purely for profit, because that is what it amounts to.  Chrissie Hurt, Thornton Cleveleys, -- GB
Please let us STOP killing nature  Lucinda Rush, London, -- GB
A little hotel, fine. Come on, why do people have to see something beautiful, and immediately declare it their own and hence make it ugly.  Richard Chapman, Christchurch, -- NZ
We love the unspoilt, natural Caribbean islands of the BVI. Don't spoil it by by building concrete monstrsities  Fiona MacMillan, Jersey, -- GB
I respectfully urge you to use your powers to halt development to this beautiful and important part of the Islands.  Mark Sutcliffe, Addingham, -- GB
Sir: Having spent 4 years in England one ought to know how valuable land is especially plant and animal life. So please preserve this beautiful environment. Thanks!! Respectfully, Phyllis Moskowitz  Phyllis Moskowitz, North Las Vegas, NV US
Why destroy the only real thing of value that your country has. You should be spending your money on broadcasting the treasures that are your inheritance and your responsibility  Philip Cruci, Bedlington, -- GB
Hello Mr Oneal. There are six groups who will be effected by this development The question is who stands to gain most 1. The islanders 2. The tourists 3. The owners of the complex 4. The builders of the complex 5. The owners of the land 6 The flora and wild life of the island I understand the choice is yours... Don Frampton  Martin Frampton, Newton Abbot. Devon, -- GB
I would like to see the Island left in all there glory as I go to the Islands.  Anne Carter, Warwickshire, -- GB
humans have already messed with the beautiful sea and its eco system many times it has to stop, the water on our planet is important to us all!!  R Wilton, Bristol, -- GB
Don't you think we've destroyed too much of our planet? It's time to stop NOW!  Peggy Morrissey, London, -- GB
Let the long term health of the island and its wildlife have priority over money based on its detruction.  Clive Nancarrow, Trelleck, -- GB
Please Premier O'Neal save this beautiful place  Judith Topham, Cardiff, -- GB
please don't go through with this. Enough of the world has already been destroyed, leave this beautiful place as it is.  Lydia Skidmore, Gloucester, -- GB
leave the natural world, whats left of it, intact! People will be queueing to see what remains in a few years...make your money then not now.  Emma Westrup, London, -- GB
This development would be a serious backwards step in today's economic, environmental and social climate - in other words, completely unsustainable! Beef Island presents so many other options that will still support the wild life and natural eco-systems. Please stand tall and set an example of what is possible today!  Elrond Burrell, Hereford, -- GB
Please do not destroy the beautiful Beef Island forests which is home for so much plant, marine and animal life.  Nicole Mackie, Stoke on Trent, -- GB
stop the madness  robert cowley, london, -- GB
Please stop the destruction of the little natural habitat left on our poor planet. What will money be worth when all nature is gone...  Gillian Lamb, Rugby, -- GB
When you take time to review what this change would mean for the world and generations to come, the decision is quite easy. Greed is not an acceptable reason to destroy a landmark of our time. Be known for making a difference. Be known for standing up for what is right. Even if not for the environment, do it for yourself. Be someone other's respect. Do not destroy the earth.  Molly Thompsen, Burke, VA US
This developement would go ahead through pure greed!Who on earth want's to visit such a beautiful place & only be met with yet another cloned golf course where you could be anywhere!!The fauna & flora has to have priority !It is the most important asset to the area!  Steph Taylor, London, -- GB
The nature can provide the humanity with much more benefitial goals than the humanity thinks it can grab destroing the nature. Please, invrest in nateure researches - make the difference.  Grigorijus Volis, Moscow, -- RU
Please save the island. We are losing enough as it is.  Carol Stokes, Halesowen, -- GB
Please stop and think before destroying our beautiful Planet. WE DON'T NEED ANOTHER RESORT!! WHAT WE DO NEED IS SOMEONE TO PROTECT OUR PRECIOUS MARINE LIFE!!  Sheila McCracken, Berwick upon Tweed, -- GB
You are entrusted with the care of this natural envireament, please do'nt let the smell of profit endanger this area  Terry Brooks, Bideford, -- GB
Mr. O'Neal If Hans Creek Lagoon is a protected area it should be left alone - you already have anchorage around Beef Island you don't need a marina - nor another hotel and definitely not a golf course. If this goes ahead someone, somewhere will be making a lot of money otherwise it would not even be considered.  Peter Gould, Bury, -- GB
stop, leave things as they are.  Vera Hicks, Hythe, -- GB
We as humans have enough resorts to resort too! Leave some land alone!  Angela Brown, Spokane, WA US
How could you destroy such a beautiful island and kill most of the spectaular animals. Dont you think we have enother hotels in the world. Why cant we leave an island just with natural things. why do we have to destroye it. So take a stand and do something about it.  Sarah Gray, Stevenage, -- GB
Isn't it about time that we gave the other owners of the planet a look-in? I'm sure you'd hate it if someone came and knocked down your house to build a hotel - so please don't do it to the wildife on Beef Island  Julia Chantrell, Leeds, -- GB
We don't get a second chance in this world. Once you make the change we will never get it back!  John Quigley, liverpool, -- GB
why? for people to sunbathe and be lazy for 2-3 weeks a year a beautiful area like this has to be devastated? for greedy capitalists to make even more money at the expense of beautiful creatures who give far moire back to the environment than they do? shame on the virgin islands! It would not make me want to return having seen it as it was before this influx of greed  doreen garrett, St Columb, -- GB
Please keep some of your beautiful land free of tourism.  Edward Synge, Tisbury, -- GB
We have enough golf courses and hotels in the world why not celebrate the natural beauty of this place and use that to develop a different type of tourism supporting our planet for the its and our future.  Judith Cousin, Shoreham by Sea, -- GB
Before you decide read ' Collapse' by Jared Diamond. This will more than anything else should make you think about the consequences of over development.  Shirley Battie, Bournemouth, -- GB
I would rather see the natural beauty of Beef Island than an ugly great hotel and golf course! This is home to many creatures who need this habitat, so leave it be!  Sandra Keeley, Birmingham, -- GB
You can see huge profits in pleasure Units erected in Beef Island - Yes? We see huge interference, even rape of the Earth's treasures. Look around: horrible concrete angles and pollutions already make us crazy... You have power. You have feelings... please use them with love and wisdom and sensibility (you have plenty of that :)) Claude X  Claude Chagrin, London, -- GB
Something small-scale would be great and encourage us to visit for the natural environment and habitat  Martin Kerridge, Hove, Sussex, -- GB
We need to protect marine life  Fiona Evans, Neacastle, -- GB
Hello, I do hope you can bring your undoubted influence to bear on this important issue. Love & Peace, Roisin.  Roisin Gruner, Bournemouth, -- GB
Mankind is destroying the world to his detriment.  Colin Peters, Bradford, -- GB
Please listen to the voice of reason. Let's start protecting this precious world of ours before it's too late.  Jacqueline Thomas, WOKING, -- GB
There are no arguments - economic, social or environmental - that can justify the permanent and irrevocable loss of this unique piece of environment.  Lars Stenberg, St Austell, -- GB
Soemtimes there are more important things than money  NIcola May, cardiff, -- GB
I stand with all the creatures of the ocean, land and sky against the rape of our earth.  Jean Bird, Kibworth, -- GB
surely there is another site. With all the concern about carbon footprints as well as the environment this project seems to suggest a priority for immediate financial return over longer term benefit to the planet and our children's heritage  Mary Nelson, Stortford, -- GB
Natural resources are one's lifeblood. Like one's heritage or convictions, they should not be sold out to greed & desire. Tourism dollars do not require the destruction of one's resources; Ecotourism is the fastest growing section in tourism. Be smart. Protect your resources, your lifestyle, your world.  Glenn Carman, Baltimore, MD US
The damage to enviroment will be more the financial gains  mohamed Hafiz, Hillingdon, -- GB
We must protect our environment.  Emily Dodge, Helston, -- GB
Move into the 21st century and start protecting the wildlife and ecosystems of our planet.  Laura Gethen Smith, folkestone, -- GB
Too much of God's beauty is being destroyed by development, lets do our best to save this for posterity.  Sarah Lynch, London, -- GB
I want to visit an island that is rich in wildlife and a wonderful natural habitiat; not some sterile, hotel and golf resort that could be anywhere else in the world.  Peter Bagshaw, Maidstone, -- GB
There is so much destruction of our natural world, please don't destroy this beautiful area that can never be replaced.  Elaine Milbourn, Wigton Cumbria, -- GB
This Island is too important and too beautiful to destroy it just for financial gain  wendy bell, bushey, -- GB
These Islands are so beautiful, so please take care of the marine environment.  Colleen Lobel, San Diego, CA US
The world doesn't need another luxury hotel and golf course. If you want to develop tourism in this area make it eco tourism and educational to protect this ecological paradise.  Marilyn Larden, Isleworth, -- GB
It is a scandal to even contemplate destroying this natural habitat. Joe Carr  Joe Carr, Cork, -- IE
not much wilderness is left in this world, leave it alone!  Svetlana Vassileva, Acton, -- GB
We have visited beef island on a sailing holiday and loved it - please don't spoil it  judith mcmillin, bradford, -- GB
Please help to stop the relentless destruction of the planet's eco-sytems for short term financial gain.  Ellen Graubart, London, -- GB
Why would you want to spoil a 'Jewel in in the Crown' of the British Virgin Islands? Makes no economic or environmental sense!  Rosemarie Downie, SWINDON, -- GB
Say NO! to this rampant, all-devouring tourism!  Ann Johnson, Eastbourne, -- GB
You have a duty to protect that which has been put into your hands for you to be responsible for. Dave Benn  David Benn, London, -- GB
The world needs more protected marine environments not luxury hotels and golf courses. Please show you care more about the natural habits than making (usually) already wealthy companies more profits. Once marine habitats are lost, they are nigh on impossible to recreate. What nature takes thousands of years to create can be destroyed in a moment.. with negative consequences that reach far into the future. Humans have caused the extinction of a multitude of creatures we share this planet with. Please show you care about all the inhabitants of this planet.  Janet Gibbon, London, -- GB
I urge you to think of the long-term future and the needs of all species and those of the planet, not just of any immediate monetary gains, or short-term benefits. You have a global responsibility here. An anthropocentric response would be and is, wholly inadequate. There is far more to consider. I urge you to act in the interests of the higher good and a future beyond our own lifetimes. The devastation that would be caused by these development plans is irreversible. You have a great weight on your shoulders. Please make a moral choice. Thank you.  Heidi Stephenson, Totnes, Devon, -- GB
Sir, I implore you to rethink the proposed five-star hotel, marina and golf course complex developement on two-thirds of the land on Beef Island. As you are aware, elusive Caribbean roseate flamingos, rare West Indian whistling-ducks, and white-cheeked pintail are just a few of the animals whose population numbers will drop if the development moves forward. Precious wildlife habitat, including mangrove, salt pond, terrestrial, and coral reef habitats of Beef Island, could disappear forever. As you must be aware, the proposed golf course would be within a fisheries-protected area that has been identified as the only significant and most important nursery habitat in the entire eastern sector of the British Virgin Islands. Please reconsider the development of this island and instead seek to protect it through conservation and protection. The peoples of the world don't need another resort, but do need a preserved natural wildlife environment in the Carribean which would be benefitial to all humankind!  Kim s, Notts, -- GB
This is important for the people of the area and the whole world. Marinas, and Golf courses only degrade an area and turn it into a playground for people with no stake in it. Protect the people and ecology of the area.  Naomi Wallace, Basildon, -- GB
Don't allow this natural habitat to be destroyed for human greed!  Steve Rogers, Totnes, -- GB
Please don't let this happen - I am sure there are ways to encourage tourism which are environmentally sound. Please save Beef Island.  Sylvia Eden, Alcester, -- GB
You are a guardian of this pristine environment - now and for the future - let not the name of the Rt. Hon Ralph T. O'Neal be forever remembered for its destruction.  Kat Brown, Glastonbury, -- GB
This is terrible.Show the love for your homealand as well as the planet.This project is about greed(seeing the dollar!). This will also be about cheap labour & rich pampered humans who care little about our world.  DAVID DINEEN, SHREWSBURY, -- GB
please do the right thing and save the precious marine life, mangroves and important tropical forest. Instead of developing a place for peoples tempory pleasure help to sustain a permernant haven for all to benefit from now into the far future.  susan kahil, essex, -- GB
There's enough resorts around already. Let's save some of our natural resources so future generations can experience them.  Kelley Townley, Kingsdown, -- GB
Just what the Island needs, more noise, more pollution, and more people. I hope the person(s) who could give the natural wander the death sentence will be proud of themselves. DONíT LET IT HAPPEN! You would kill hundreds / thousands of years of natural history.  x x, x, -- GB
This development for golf course and hotel is bound to have a serious impact on a protected marine area Hans Creek. and any destruction of the ecosystem will be devastating to both the fishing and the tourist industry.YOU ARE ALSO BREAKING THE PLANNING ACT!! We can see a hotel and golf course anywhere but you have something unique don't let greed and selfishness spoil it.  Patricia Appleton, Ulverston, -- GB
Capitalism is the single-most destructive force our planet is facing! The greedy, filthy rich couldn't care less about our habitat. Leave this unique and amazing place alone!!  Phil Harris, Swadlincote, -- GB
Please do not allow the destruction of the very mportant marine environment around Beef Island to go ahead. Once lost it will be very diificult, if not, impossible to re establish such an environmnet.  Eveline Wee, London, -- GB
The unique habitat of the Virgin islands is a treasure. To despoil it by building hotels etc would destroy it forever and deprive us all of the beauty of nature  R Speechley, London, -- GB
WE ALL MUST LOOK AFTER THE WILDLIFE IN EVERY WAY WE CAN, ITS OUR DUTY.  bev Fox, somerset, -- GB
Please try sustainable eco-tourism instead.  Santanu Pal, Newcastle-under-lyme, -- GB
Will someone one day have the decency to resist profit at the expense of living creatures?  Peter Collins, London, -- GB
I have just returned from holiday in the beautiful BVI and it would be sacrilege to allow something like this to be built and would decimate the island. Please do not allow it to happen.  Anne Marie Broadley, Bolton, -- GB
The Caymans are a small island state threatened by the consequences of global warming and sea level rise. Mangroves are one of the most effective defences against the threat of higher tides and increasingly dynamic ocean weather systems. It is madness to destroy ecosystems that are crucial to the existence of a nation. Please take the long view.  Owen Beith, London, -- GB
This is wrong, too much of the world has already been ruined by development. Your island is richer without the proposed hotel and golf course!  Kelly Theobald, Hornchurch, -- GB
I fully endorse this petition. There is absolutely no need for more five star hotels and golf courses for the elite few who have money to burn and nothing better to do with it than to cause destruction to ecosystems that benefit the entire world and can never be replaced. This is false economics and wrong thinking of the worst order.  Shan Barclay, Norwich, -- GB
Once the wildlife has gone, it has gone forever. Our natural world is infinitely more precious than any commercial concern.  Annette De Saulles, HORSHAM, West Sussex, -- GB
Please listen to what people concerned about the environment have to say.  Katarzyna Gajewska, Birmingham, -- GB
Save em!!!!!  Bruce Urlich, North Shore City, -- NZ
Please don't let this development take place  Mark Harrison, Nottingham, -- GB
does the world REALLY need another golf course???  Emily Gayton, Tunbridge Wells, -- GB
Please do not ruin what beautiful surroundings and wildlife you have now by building more hotels on or around any wildlife habitat or marine enviroment.  Denise Kennedy Scott, Blackburn Lancashire, -- GB
We have already lost so much of our beautifull world that we have been given to live in, it is now time to preserve not distroy it before we go so far that we will never see the like again.  Gwen Stace, Bournemouth, -- GB
Natural beauty and wildlife NOT manmade moneymaking eyesores. Leave the islands alone.  Sharon Tea, Cambs, -- GB
Please do not allow the destruction of this marine environment. Your job is such an important one, you can help save our planet! Once lost it will be very diificult, if not, impossible to re establish  Teresa Waller, Essex, -- GB
Please don;t put short-term economic gains over the long-term survival of ecosystems - which one will seem more important in 200 years time!  Dominic Price, Salisbury, -- GB
Preserving the unique environment of the BVI is more improtant that developing another luxury tourist resort. I am convinced that, over time, a more environmentally sensitive eco-resort would be better both for the ecosystem of the BVI and for its economy.  Sian Lambert, Leicester, -- GB
Dear Premier, it is now time to do the right thing and protect the Beef Island. Kind regards, Noel  Noel Qualter, London, UK, -- GB
Please don't destroy any more of natures beauty . Thanks  bernard moore, Birkenhead, -- GB
Once again, the short sightedness of greed...  Irene Tsiakalakis, Reading, -- GB
Only visit to Beef Island was in 1950 onboard HMS Devonshire. Appeared a delightful islad ( we were not allowed to land) - please keep it that way.  David Heaton, Tunbridge Wells, -- GB
The environment is of the greatest importance as i will determine life on earth in the long term and financial considerations will always be short term. The eco system affects the balance of the earth and as we have seen recently natural disasters are not controllable and result not only in enormous misery and lemotional oss, but also iin huge financial losses. I implore you to take a long-term view and do the responsible thing in this matter. Many thanks  Susan Farquharson, St Leonards, -- GB
This place is beautiful as it is and needs no develpment. Please protect its wildlife.  jeanie elford, London, -- GB
Too much of the world has been spoiled already, please keep your area's natural beauty intact.  Cathryn Jupp, Bognor Regis, -- GB
It is time to look after the wild places, to cherish them and keep them untouched. We are custodians of this planet and we are doing the worst possible job by building far too much in the wrong places.  Diana Cave, Knaphill, Woking, -- GB
we are already destroying this beautiful world that we live in, please don't add to the destruction.  caroline hawkins, london, -- GB
Please please leave this place a natural beauty not a man made eyesore  Ellen O'Connor, Sale, -- GB
Please be remembered by future generations for your courageous protection of this unique habitat.  Jacquie Brennan, Tullow, -- IE
please do not destroy this lovely island with all it's wildlife & plants, and make it into more development, ruining the natural environment.  marilyn mills, maldon, -- GB
Tourism is just another destructive form of making money. It fails to take into account the sheer impact of millions of people intruding upon this fragile landscape.  Kevin Coleman, Banbury, -- GB
Wouldn't you like to be remembered as the enlightened Premier, who had the foresight to recognise and save what you have i.e. a place of beauty which is worth more than money??? Please have a re-think about this planned development. Regards, Jean  jean park, Alva Stirling, -- GB
In addition to all of the above, I urge you to think wider than the immediate gains of the development - in the long term, tourist destinations with protected ecology will make bigger premium as people increasingly turning away from soulless hotel complexes that could be anywhere.  ece ozdemiroglu, london, -- GB
Please leave the marine ecosystems alone......  Pauline Aleski, Wooburn Green, -- GB
Wildlife and wild places need protection as never before. Please look at alternatives to this project. I am sure you can have this development some where else with minimal impact on a wild place.  Nick Hook, Portishead, -- GB
Have ever thought that in order to welcome people in your island (through the development you are allowing) you are going to distroy what the same people are coming for?  Virginia Agliata-Dunning, Tunbridge Wells, -- GB
youe well out of order sort it  lisa carey, staines, -- GB
As a marine biologist & environmental scientist I highly disagree with this developement as Beef Island has several important ecosystems for a variety of wildlife for example mangrove system acting not only as a habitat but also as a nusery ground for fishes. Karin  Karin Eriksson, Portrush, -- GB
Nature is becoming rare!!! Leave it alone!! There are already enough'developed' sites for idiot tourists who prefer that sort of thing. Develop it by NOT touching it!  Tony Carter, Bristol, -- GB
When will we all learn, this planet is unique, when its gone, those areas of beauty are gone forever, we cannot recreate what nature has created. Please re think this proposal and allow this area to continue to be an area of outstanding beauty.  HAZEL JACKSON., cheshire, -- GB
Please reconsider and become a shining example to the world that the environment, the world we depend upon for our very exisatance, is valued far beyond commercial gain and exploitation.  melanie tomsett, melbourn, -- GB
Please don't let it be spoilt - it's so beautiful. It would be lost forever.  Gilly Thomas, Swindon, -- GB
You hold a treasure in your hands. Please do not betray future generations by despoiling it...  Tez B, London, -- GB
Dear Sir, Please keep this important Island ecologically pure and beautiful. You don't need the sort of people who use marinas & golf courses. Basic accommodation in keeping with the island ,will bring enough caring people to bring money to your island while they see the wonderful wildlife. This way your island will stay beautiful ,much longer! Yours Sincerely, Linda J Blackett  Linda Blackett, Erith, KENT, -- GB
HAVEN'T WE DESTROYED ENOUGH OF THE PLANET ALREADY !!  CHRISTINE RONALDSON, MANCHESTER, -- GB
I have worked in conservation for over 40 years. Please do your utmost to ensure the safety of these precious ecosystems and natural resources.  Anne Tuffill, Warlingham, Surrey, -- GB
There are enough holiday resorts for the humans who want that type of holiday. Leave space for those of us who want peaceful wild places to go. Thank you for listening.  Ita West, Co Limerick, -- IE
Please reconsider so much of this beautiful world has been lost forever,  Lisa Watkins, Horley, -- GB
please do not allow any development on this beautiful island thankyou  mukund kotecha, stanmore, -- GB
Please resist the temptation for a short term, and in the end, illusory gain, that this proposed complex would give to your country and its beautiful islands which are a jewel of our planet. Time and again, the destruction of the environment for such projects has caused untoward and irreversible damage to land and to the creatures that share this world with us and are an essential element of its wellbeing. Show you are greater and wiser than to be a part of that destruction which is both physical and to the soul. Gandhi once said that one could judge a nation by the way it treats its animals. Thank you so much.  carla reid-adam, London, -- GB
once broken, this can never be mended.  mark gabbertas, London, -- GB
How is this fair? one day there will be no wildlife left and things like this will be regretted. lets stop it now  Natasha Gausden, East Sussex, -- GB
gods creation is perfect, hotels they all the same we dont need more.  nicola howells, port talbot, -- GB
Dear Premier O'Neal There are so few of these environments left - surely ways of development to enable people to visit can be found without destroying the very environment which is the main attraction. Please consider this decision.  Sylvia Boyes, Keighley, -- GB
Please do not buil on this site it would be an insult to nature.  MAYA ALEXANDER, bonnybridge, -- GB
Humans have already killed 25% of biodiversity in the world - we have already killed more species than we have ever discovered. Do the super-rich need another playground more than the earth needs a healthy ecosystem? No way.  Morgan Goford, Maidenhead, -- GB
I feel that the words of Joni Mitchell say it all Pave paradise and put a museum charge people just to see them. Why cut of your nose to spite your face it does not make sense. A beautiful island that does not really need more hotels be an individual and not a sheep make a stand and just say no. Or of course agree to it and build build build until it is to late. We will look at what used to be in a book with photographs or see it in a museum I know what choice I would take.  Rachel Macken, London, -- GB
Please don't turn this natural treasure into a sinful commercial place  Mohammad Iqbal, London, -- GB
proposed hotel, marina and golf course ??????? get real....  ajae Loo, utrecht, -- NL
It is time we really started to understand that overdevelopment of our planet has already occurred. We don't need another golf course or hotel. Especially not here. People can play golf elsewhere for goodness sake. Please stop thinking about money for a change and understand you are raping the Earth for profit.  Jane Spinks, Milcombe,, -- GB
Why destry what we can never get back once it is gone, have some sense. Let your heart speak for once instead of your pocket  Pat Duckworth, Bolton, -- GB
once its gone it is gone there will be no going back !  carole boston, ripley, -- GB
I make an impassioned plea for the planet; please do not let this preserve be destroyed by greed.  Lora Brown, Desert Hot Springs, CA US
please do not ruin the marine environment around beef island and the british virgin islands. . marine life is so important to every body, and every thing. don't ruin it , please.  fay merton, jersey ci, -- GB
They are not called the British VIRGIN Islands for nothing.....keep them clean and thus retain the VIRGIN name. Encourage Eco-tourism. Not everyone likes 5 star hotels and golf!  Margaret Harvey, London, -- GB
We all need to be looking after the planetary ecosystem, not destroying it. With fish stocks worldwide collapsing we need to be creating more marine reserves so that our children have fish to eat.  Claire Insley, Galmptn, Brixham, -- GB
we have enough holiday resorts!! instead of ruining a beautiful island, do up some of your older resorts.  Michael Christopher, Haverfordwest, -- GB
Nature over leisure complexes EVERY TIME  Carol Squires, London, -- GB
Please heed this plea. The world has thousands of golf courses (which suck irresponsibly huge quantities of water) but how many Beef Island-type ecosystems are there? Be different, be responsible, don't sell out. The next generation will thank you.  Sabina Breese, Simorre, -- FR
Dear Premier O'neal Sir Once again greed overtakes the care of the environment. It is understandable that you need the tourist trade to run your economy, why though do these buildings have to be built in places where flora and fauna have to be destroyed wiping out a whole eco system. Please reconsider this rape of the countryside and find a place within the city this could be re located too.  Ann Beirne, Newcastle under Lyme, -- GB
This is not just an instance of people the other side of the world telling communities how to live their lives. I have visited BVI several times and was intending to spend even more time there in the future. Neither I nor the rest of my family will return if this act of despoliation goes ahead. I have seen what has happened to Tortola - please, please don't let Beef Island go the same way.  Anne Gregory, Kirkby Stephen, -- GB
Big business is responsible for the decline of so much of the habitat and extinction of this worlds creatures. It is the duty of politicians like you to show that you really care about them, and to do your best to stop the depredations of the world's most aggressive animal - Man.  Angie Leach, Highbridge, -- GB
Please think of the people who will be most affected by this development which will decimate the fisheries. Many people will lose their livlihood. Numerous animals will lose their habitats. Once these beautiful creatures are destroyed they are lost to us forever. Those people with money are able to put a good case for development. Wild animals can not. They must rely on the integrity and empathy of those in power. Please think again. I have visited your beautiful country and cannot bear to think of it being despoiled. Please consider carefully before you ruin a valuable natural resource.  Alison Rees, Port Talbot, -- GB
The arrogance and greed of money will result in concreting the whole of the island, if not of the world, eventually, if these people are given carte blanche to do whatever they like.  Pablo Luis Gonzalez, Kingstin upon Hull, -- GB
THERE ARE ENOUGH HOTELS ALREADY  ROBERT BOATH, KILLIN, -- GB
The world needs more natural, unspoiled areas, not marinas and golf courses!  Jozette Cairns, Livingston, -- GB
Do we really need another golf course? There are hundreds of beautiful golf courses around the world. When is enough a enough? There should be global commitment to stop continuous development. Lets concentrate the development to existing brownfield sites and cities and even desserts. Arvind.  Arvind Sareen, London, -- GB
We all have a duty to pass onto the next generation the beauty of the world. The next generation of your Islands will be poorer for this development because it will destroy some of the beauty that should be there`s to inheriate.  Jack Stone, Southend on Sea,, -- GB
Cant believe people choose destruction over the protection of our most rare resource. Do environmental impact assessments mean nothing to people like you.  Belinda Noda, York, -- GB
Having vivsited several parts of the West Indies, I am too well aware that so much natural beauty and environment is being over developed.  Alastair Yule, Sunderland, -- GB
With the continuing credit crisis in all probability the resort will not get the cash this plan needs and it will become something less. Please, please do not destroy what is so beautiful, for some rich man's money making dream.  Ellen Booth, Flintshire, -- GB
What are you thinking?  Andrea Hepden, Huddersfield, -- GB
Dear Premier O'Neal Please do not give in to the developers. For generations to come, people will continue to visit the Virgin Islands for its natural beauty and animal and plant life. We do not need another hotel and resort. We need to keep as much of the planet as it was before we arrived if we are to continue to be amazed and priviliged enough to see how the natural world lives. Respectfully, Linda Fernandez  Linda Fernandez, Milton Keynes, -- GB
My wife and I enjoy holidaying to meet people from other cultures, to see the wildlife and to explore the marvellous countryside to be found in all parts of the world. And so, quite frankly, no matter how well landscaped your proposed golf course is it simple cannot replace the natural beauty of Beef Island, and the damage to the ecosystem will prove to be incalculable. I beg you to think again.  Vin Harrop, Billericay, -- GB
We have a positive duty to protect Creation, ecologically,sensitive areas,the environment and people should come to Beef Island to enjoy it in a prayerful way. You are so lucky to be entrusted with such beauty.  martin henig, Oxford, -- GB
I feel that it is time that each and everyone in this world took responsibility for their actions and that money should not be the 'be all and end all' when making decisions. Although it is probably essential to encourage industry to your country for the welfare of your people, surely there must be more environmentally friendly ways of doing this. Perhaps a couple more thoughts before deciding might encourage the moral stance.  Margaret Newman, Hornchurch, -- GB
Please don't spoil your land and sea - it's Mother natures legacy to us all - and to enjoy unspoilt. Think outside the box and beyond this time - the future is important for everyone.  Oliver Townsend, Ilkley, -- GB
Hands Off!!  Sondra Hopkins, Bath, -- GB
There are going to be empty hotel in the Carribean as soon as the 2009. Please to not ruin this valuable island - we need to protect existing natural terraine and wildlife.  Karen Whelan, London, -- GB
Please look at the bigger picture and do not allow the prospect of short term gains to be made at the expense of irreversible long term damage.  Ian Taylor, Lincoln, -- GB
We must humbly and sincerely ask that you reconsider this development and for once put the wildlife first. Premier O'Neal you have the authority to do something truly worthwhile and wonderful for our world, please do not pass up this great opportunity. Thank you for your time. J Young  Janice Young, Dawlish, -- GB
Stop the invasion.  Barry Kew, Turriff, -- GB
Dear Rt. Hon. Ralph T. O'Neal, Premier of the British Virgin Islands, it is very sad when new initatives by governments always seem to mean destruction to beautiful natural resources. How about initiatives that promote finance without costly destruction to the environment? Dawn Mckenzie  Dawn Mckenzie, Leyton, -- GB
Please let wild nature and wild life survive!!  MarÌa Luz Cowern, Barcelona, -- ES
Hi, PLease seriously consider the long term consequences of destorying this beautiful habitat. There must be other ways to provide needed economic development in the islands than this, surely. Warm Regards, Gavin  Gavin Giwans, Busby, -- GB
there are so many other locations with less environmental impact to build a hotel leave this one alone  sally bartelt, london, -- GB
You are so lucky to have such a beautiful place to live. Keep it, love it, protect it, hordes of tourists will change it forever  Vernon Yarker, Chelmsford, -- GB
There are enough places on this planet where the rich and idle can party - please leave this beautiful place unspoiled. Thank you  Helen Dwane, Greystones, -- IE
I would far rather visit a beautiful natural habitat than a sanitised so-called "development".  Rikki Pearshouse, Ammanford, -- GB
We have visited Tortola over many years (25 in fact) and love the environment of Beef Island. We've seen BVI develop rapidly over the last few years to the benefit of local people which is good but surely it is unnecessary to take over Beef Island for commercial reasons - the airport was a necessary expansion but PLEASE leave it at that!  Mary Goodhand, Southampton, -- GB
Development aimed at travellers interested in the environment, rather than just tourists, can still bring financial benefits to communities. I visited an island in the Philippines that was looking after it's natural habitat and enjoying strong local economy from visitors revenue.  Keith Brisley, ASHFORD, -- GB
Having visited the Virgin Islands last december i feel it is imperative that the ecosystem of Hans Creek lagoon should be protected for future generations.  Gillian Sloan, Hereford, -- GB
Please let us leave some wild places in this increasingly developed and overcrowded world.  Derek Morris, Norwich, -- GB
Please, why should we build something on one of the richest wildlife areas. Creator made this so we can enjoy it and not destroy it.  Tonya Billington, Staines, -- GB
Please take note of our petition, areas such as this are our legacy to future generations and the planet's survival is in our hands.  Patricia Blaxill, Knebworth, -- GB
Dear Premier O'Neal, Please listen to this petition. Why don't you consider echo tourism instead? Don't you know that cheap hotel & golf course developments are an consideration of the past. Please look at the treasures this island posess and please don't take for granted its beauty becasue once it's gone it's gone. A man of your position should be aware that hotel developments are sold to any man of power (such as you) by the developers for their own economic benefits. Of course they are bound to sell you an illusion. It is up to you to weigh the value of unique natural treasures against mainstream formula hotel projects. It is up to you to consider what legacy you with to leave to your sons and daughters. Please don't make a one mans error for the masses to bitterly regret. Please do not take your island for granted. Kind regards, Ulrika Longinotto  Ulrika Longinotto, London, -- GB
a development like this will not only destroy much of a unique haibtat but destroy the means for local people to sustain a living in their control. Jobs would then be in the hands of outside commercial interests.  Naomi Field, Lincoln, -- GB
Please don't sacrifice that which can't be replaced, for short term commercial gain and greed. Man is not the only species with rights to live on this planet. Because we are the most powerful of the species, we have a duty to protect those that are less able to resist the march of commercial development interests. Thank you for reading this - please act with your heart and your head.  Greg Tanner, Pinner, -- GB
Come on now i think we have more than enough hotel complex's, dont spoil this wonderful wonder of the world.  Carole-Margret Wigney, Alsager, -- GB
Please protect your wonderful area and its importance to wildlife  Ruth East, Watford, -- GB
Why do we always have to fight tooth and nail to enable our wildlife and marine conservation to exist without being in constant danger of a wipe out!!  Jenny Woodley, Sompting, West Sussex, -- GB
how would you feel if someone took you habitat away just for the sake of making money. animals have the right to life too.  michelle neno, goole, -- GB
Stop over-development. We need sustainable development at a local level that does not affect the environment.  Anna Wotton, Barnstaple, -- GB
The land and sea is held in trust by us for the future generations. To despoil its beauty and function for the short term financial benefit of the few is ethically and morally unsupportable. Please think twice. Thank you. EY  emily Young, london, -- GB
Look at eco development instead of projects that will ruin the island.  Helen Dolan, Dublin, -- IE
please have some respect for the environment and how precious it is! it is more important we have nature than a hotel for so many reasons please reconsider your idea. Thankyou!  Tamsyn Cayzer, Plymouth, -- GB
Please leave your beautiful island as it is natural for all to live and grow in not as a man made habitat were the , were again the birds, animals, fish and fauna become extint so spoiling your beautiful island irene taylor  irene taylor, liverpool, -- GB
Please do not build on Beef Island, it is precious national habitat to many creatures and they deserve to be able to live there in peace. It is not fair to take away their home just to make money.  Robert Watts, Gorleston, -- GB
Dear Premier O'Neal, The island that is proposed for development harbours some unique biodiversity that will suffer signficant losses (possibly extinctions) if the proposed development goes ahead. Please re-consider and look at alternative forms of boosting the local economy that will not have an adverse effect on biodiversity.  Shelagh Kell, Bridport, -- GB
I have been there it is fantastic.. please ..I know it is difficult to resist an opportunity to provide employment for your people ..but perhaps in the long term the benifets of maintaining the island as it is may be greater..keep it just as it is  Fergus Quinlan, Co.Clare, -- IE
Please consider the environment above financial gain Mr O'Neal  Colin Guy, Crewe, -- GB
Please priortise the threat to your beautiful islands eco-system and back the Virgin Islands Environmental Council's action to halt this development Thank you.  Julie Llewellyn, Ipswich, -- GB
Please show leadership by overriding commercial interests, and make your professional legacy the fact that you protected the marine environment around BVI.  Neena Baker, Southsea, -- GB
The world is a beautiful but finite place. It is so easy to destroy the wealth of the planet in order to make more money. Please stop, and think about more than just money!  Diana Taylor, Chesham, -- GB
Dear Sir, I can walk down the road and encounter posh hotels - they're all over the  world now. Beef Island is unique. As oil prices increase, people will choose their holidays with more care - this destination will attract more visitors than just one more (yawn) golf course/marina> Yours sincerely, Liz Parkhurst  Liz Parkhurst, Barnsley, South Yorkshire., -- GB
STOP THE GOLF: ANIMALS AND BIRDS WERE HERE BEFORE GOLFERS.  Frank MUGFORD, Farnborough, -- GB
If this development was allowed to happen it would be outrageous and the impact on wildlife and the ecosystem devastating. You must do everything in your power to reject the proposed development.  Dean Powell, Stoke On Trent, -- GB
We do not need another unsightly golf course! Not only is there obvious decimation, but what about the continued pollution from the fetilizers...and wasting fresh water to keep those greens pristine! Everyone is so caught up with war...but what about eco-terrorism!  Alison Stevenson, Livingston, -- GB
In too many places today the habitat is being impinged upon or destroyed by thoughtless people only out to make themselves money - very little finds it way down to the local populace. It would be awful if a beautiful ecospot were to disappear so that the hoteliers and their investors can make more money.  Hilary Elder, South Croydon, -- GB
Please save a valuable and vulnerable eco system. Make a stand for the health of the planet and a beautiful world for our children, grandchildren and future generations.  Carolan Evans, London, -- GB
Leave it how it is!  Lauren Prior, Chelmsford, -- GB
Dear Premier O'Oneal You'd get far more people interested in visiting your country, if you leave as much as possible of it as it is in all its natural beauty. Building hotels , complexes, just makes it like everywhere else so in the last analysis what's the unique attaction, your country's USP? Kind regards David Cook  David Cook, Dortmund, -- DE
I am sure the Human race can do without One hotel to ensure the continued existance of so much natural resource.  Martin Gadsden, London, -- GB
I would rather visit an ecologically beautiful region than a restot that destroys natural habitat. I can go to other countries - for less money if I want to visit a resort. I am sure other people will think the same.  Susan Thomas, Birmingham, -- GB
Your proposal will surely ruin the very beauty that people love and want to visit. Please protect your rare environment and don't let greed for profit compromise your government.  Trish Davie, Hebden Bridge, -- GB
I would sooner vist an ecologically sound and animal enriched natural area like it is now, than have it destroyed by envuronment-destroying stupid useless golf courses, the health of marine life and surroundings are far more important to us than these artificial attractions  julles freemantle, sussex, -- GB
There are other places you could develop this is not one of them  Carol Wise, Ballinamore, -- IE
the world's creatures are already being destroyed elsewhere, please do not make it worse by allowing this complex to be built.  philip finch, kettering, -- GB
Dear Sir, I appeal to you to think of future generations when making this decision. You will be remembered for protecting an area of great importance to our future, not for building a hotel. Thank you for making the right decision. Jo  Jo Finburgh, London, -- GB
Please........... lets not all go the way of the South Americans destroying the worlds rain forests!!  Greg Spink, Bristol, -- GB
PLEASE TAKE NOTE OF THE PENDING IRREVERSIBLE DAMAGE.PLEASE  Toby Jugg, Cambridge, -- GB
The world has enough golf courses. I cannot believe that there are serious plans to destroy so much that is wonderful and unique to build another one. Why not encourage tourism that appreciates what you have instead of ruining such a wonderful place?  Steve Howe, Norwich, -- GB
How many Luxury hotels, golf courses does the world need? It seems to me that these places are the same the world over, what you have now is unique, but once it has been destroyed it will never be regained.I would love to visit the island as it is but would have no interest at all if the plans where to go ahead. It would be just another resort.  Eileen Taylor, Worcs., -- GB
Please safegaurd this beautiful area. We need to protect what natural land we have left for teh sake of future generations and to preserve the flora and fauna.  Jennifer Williams, Edinburgh, -- GB
With a looming global recession the last thing we need is another hotel+golf course ruining an important ecological site. The hotel will prob lose money, close down and end up ruining a beautiful unspoilt island! Please stop the development!  Robert Lawrence, Oxford, -- GB
I work in International Development. I think you are making the wrong decision economically as well as ecologically. Many places are currently building golf courses and luxury hotels, while very few places have this sort of habitat. On simple supply and demand logic your return in the long run will be greater if you resist this development. Ecotourism might be a compromise, while the Island will gain important ethical credentials if you do the right thing. Times are changing, and this sort of development is out of step.  Sarah Bracking, Manchester, -- GB
All people care about is money nowadays, leave this beautiful place for the wildlife and plants!!!  Claire Woodham, Enfield, -- GB
Dear Sir, I hope you will see fit to protect the ecological treasure you have been been given the responsibility for, not just for the present generation but for those to come. It is not often that we are in the position to adjudicate on life and death and we should do so with very careful consideration. Best regards, Justin  Justin Lawler, Howth, Co Dublin, -- IE
When so much of our heretige has been destroyed already please do not destroy this world class treasure. It is such an important eco system and would be devastating to the diverse plants animals and marine life in that area  Bettina Baker, Lincoln, -- GB
Areas such as this should remain safe havens from developers.  Elaine Major, Near Langport, -- GB
Dear Mr O'Neal, I am 9 years old and I want to be a naturalist when I grow up. But if developers keep invading the animals' space, there will be no nature to work in by then. Please don't let them do this. Yours respectfully, Joshua  Joshua Miller, Greystones, -- IE
I can not believe that you are willing to destroy more natural habitat on the British Virgin Islands. It beggars belief.  Debbie Vincent, Birmingham, -- GB
We now live in a global village where the decision you are about to make will echo around the world. We understand there will be financial imperatives. We also understand that money talks. Now, as global inhabitants, we recognise that natural habitats and resources are diminishing and need to be protected for the benefit of all. You have in your gift the ability to make a significant impact for good. I earnestly implore you to do so.  Mitch de Faria, Grantham, -- GB
There is simply no need for this development. It is important that we not intrude on this land for the sake of lavish extravagances.  Graham Harper, Maryport, -- GB
Stop putting profits before ecology.  Fiona Tims, MAidenhead, -- GB
habits should be left alone.  linda ashcroft, peterborough ,csmbs, -- GB
IT IS IMPERATIVE THAT THIS DEVELOPMENT DOES NOT GO AHEAD TO HELP PRESERVE OUR EVER DIMINISHING NATURAL HABITAT  Eric Collins, Northolt, -- GB
Please don't carry on with this destructive development. Thank you.  Jane Mackay, London, -- GB
The resort may be built in other areas perhaps, but once lost, the environment cannot be regained.  Chris Potten, Chesterfield, -- GB
is there no place that can be left untouched by greed?  saeed ahmed, Greater Manchester, -- GB
How can you even consider this crazy idea? Is the proposed development just about making money?(rhetorical).We live only a short time so who are we to destroy such a beautiful place? It should be left intact for future creatures to whom it truly belongs.Please register my most profound objections.  John Lee, Huddersfield, West Yorkshire, -- GB
Please don't allow short term financial gain to rule decisions. Your actions will affect generations of species and leave a timeless legacy that you can, and will, be held responsible for. If your decision is to help protect the area for future generations then you can be proud that you have done all you can to help save your local ecosystem and endangered wild species. In the past 30 years nearly 30% of species gloabally have become extinct (Living Planet Index). No-one can claim that this is not extremely significant and a severe warning that our global environment is under chronic stress. If you hold one of the last great natural jewels please stand up and be counted and protect it from short sighted, material greed. For the sake of all other species and the future generations who will have to live with the consequences of today's actions. Yours, Jules Weston  JULES WESTON, Edinburgh, -- GB
Whilst I understand your desire, maybe, to increase revenue with this project, the destruction of this valuable habitat is not a justification for it. I have been to Beef island and fully intend to return, but I will not if this crass development goes ahead with just another golf course. Beef island has something unique - please protect it, promote more tourism, if that is what you need to do, by promoting what is so special about BVIs. Thank you  Martin Forge, Yateley, -- GB
if nature continues to be destroyed there will be no where left for tourists to visit and admire  christina dance, rochester, kent., -- GB
Pleaase let The Brithish Virgin Island stand out from the rest of the world's decisions to destroy genuine natural area and make it into a resort. There are numerous places like that and it isn't original anymore. It is very rare to find a place like thise in Europe these days. Thank you!  Romana Srncova, London, -- GB
Please leave the earth as it is meant to be, us humans must learn to leave alone and stop destroying our earth.  SUSAN WILKINS, Rugby, -- GB
You must not allow an area of such ecological importance to be sacrificed for yet another hotel and golf course.  Dominic Baci, Warlingham, -- GB
Please stop and think do we really need more hotels? The answer is no we need beautiful green places where wild life can live in harmony. The world has aplenty of golf course we need our lagoons and coral reefs so please don't build in Beef Island as this is the diamond amongst the ruff.  Sheila Newman, Cashel, -- IE
We all see the impact the effects of neglecting the environment our having far & wide. This effectively, will in no doubt go further to deteoriate the problem,. In terms of priorities, we need a safe planet than we do another golf course & hotel. We are responsible for future generations of children to come, please think!  sajad akram, birmingham, -- GB
Why do they keep buliding new Hotels over beautiful things? Stop Ruining The beautuful things in the UK!!!!!!  Ashleigh Jones, Mountain Ash, -- GB
There are hotels and golf courses all over our planet but rare ecosystems are by definition limited. Let the golfers and large hotel loving guests go to already existing places and leave what is left of the natural world to those who can appreciate it for what it is. Thank you.  Mike Copley, Walberton, -- GB
Dear Premier O'Neal For many people leisure pleasure does not come from a luxury hotel, marina and golf course but by visiting and watching wild life. Nature can give peace and tranquillity needed on holiday away from the stress of everyday pursuits in a place as beautiful as the Virgin Islands. Please save instead of destroying the most important mangrove ecosystem in the BVI for all the life that depends upon it and as a bonus for others to enjoy visiting. Thank you. Yours sincerely Angela Brooke-Ward  Angela Brooke-Ward, Worthing, -- GB
Please allow The Brithish Virgin Island to stand out from the rest of the world's decisions to destroy genuine natural area and make it into a resort. There are numerous places like that and it isn't original anymore. It is very rare to find a place like thise in Europe these days. Thank you!  Lisa Koehl, Brooklyn, CT US
With 80% of the British Virgin Islandsí mangroves already been lost, it's time to call a halt to the destrection of this hugely important, and beautiful, habitat.  David Meanwell, Sutton, -- GB
make your nation proud and for once put nature before money. What will be left for future generations if bricks and morar take the place of trees and wildlife  Jeanette Vaughan, Bradford, -- GB
The Virgin Islands stand for something , once its gone,its gone forever.  Andrew Hicks, High Wycombe, -- GB
Aren't there enough developments around the world without adding to them? I'm sure tourists come to the British Virgin Islands to see the natural beauty and wildlife not to play golf. Please think again.  ~Wendy Poole, Burgess Hill, West Sussex, -- GB
Dear Sir, I have been in the travel business for over 30 years and been coming to the BVI's regularly. The islands are beautiful - PLEASE don't threaten or ruin the marine ecosystem at Beef Island by building a five star hotel in this area. There are many beautiful places to stay on the islands already - please think again...Alexandra.  Alexandra Collins, Saffron Walden, -- GB
as a golfer i can assure you we do not need to spoil this lovely island with another one please preserve this natural habitat  tom morrison, warwick, -- GB
Please look after the flora and fauna  Pamela Jane Jackson, York, -- GB
We need to stop ruining our planet  Oliver Thorn, Sunbury on Thames, -- GB
I an horrified by the proposal to turn this beautiful area into a busy resort. The complex will destroy the very things that people come to see. Please reconsider, take a walk along the shore and imagine saying goodbye to it, because that's what you are doing, thanks again, I beg you.  june colclough, stoke-on-trent, -- GB
I understand the need to provide employment for people, but it eco-tourism is growing rapidly and providing places where your unique and magnificent wildlife can be visite in an environmentally friendly way is a more forward-looking option than the same old tourist development. I hope you will consider this as a way of preserving the island's wealth of wildlife as well as it's prosperity.  Nita Dewar, Near Skipton, -- GB
I'm sure that with a little thought, a more suitable site, with less impact on a special natural, wild area could be found.  Terry Underhill, South Brent, -- GB
Why should the vital aspects of the earth and its non-human inhabitants be further destroyed so a few people can live in their idea of luxury (which is definitely not mine)?  Erica Halliday, Sheffield, -- GB
Do we need another hotel etc built on such an island, we need to look after allot of these islands.  Marion Bristow, Worthing, -- GB
Please rethink this idea, which will damage so much pristine environment.  John Murray, Southampton, -- GB
Please stop this development, it is terrible news for everyone, except for those making profit!  Tatiana Tudor, York, -- GB
DO NOT DESTROY PRISTINE NATURE FOR THE SAKE OF COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT. LOOK AROUND , THERE IS SO MUCH DESTRUCTION WHICH WILL EVENTUALLY AFFECT YOU TOO.THERE IS ONLY ONE EARTH!  Masa Perovic, london, -- GB
ONCE IT HAS GONE IT HAS GONE FOREVER - MAN DOES NOT HAVE THE RIGHT TO GO EVERYWHERE IN THE UNIVERSE LEAVE SOME PLACES UNTOUCHED.  Peta Kennedy, Burghfield Common, -- GB
You have a unique environment, surely you can appreciate its worth and preserve it for future generations. No one will want to visit your proposed development.  CHRISTINE BEAZER, Newnham, -- GB
Dear Rt. Hon. Ralph T O'Neal, As a species, we live as part of an integrated ecosystem. If we continue to destroy this ecosystem, we will inevitably end up causing our own demise. As a tourist, I would very much enjoy visiting Beef Island as it is, but if it is developed, I would never visit it. Hotels, marinas and golf courses, are exactly what I want to avoid!  Heather Cole, Essex, -- GB
It is on my list to visit 'before I die'. and i hope it will still be pristine  David Walsh, Delgany, -- IE
We are all equal creatures on this earth....just fighting to make it another second, hour, day or year. We share this earth and all the energy it hold and this makes us ONE. Protect and love Mother Eart and all she holds...no matter how big or small.  Victoria Vallone-Becker, West Bend, WI US
If the people who you're catering to by building this resort were visiting the island for the right reasons, they'd be happy with a tent or a small hostel. No need for such extravagance.  Katharine Keogan, Ballsbridge, -- IE
This year I have noticed in Scotland a reduction of over 70% of birds not coming in tomy garden, there are no flies .we need to stop this destruction.  stella neil, Glasgow, -- GB
Why should wildlife always suffer at the hands of human greed? We are only custodians of the planet - other species have the right to live as well. PLEASE THINK AGAIN before destroying something so precious.  Susan Rowley, West Bromwich, -- GB
Dear Mr.O,Neal I think it is a big mistake to allow the destruction of the wonderful natural habitat of beef island for a tourist complex what are the fantastic bird population going to do. We are destroying the natural habitats of this planet at an alarming rate and in the end this thoughtless reckless policy will destroy us. Make a stand and tell the developers to go to hell otherwise that is where we are all heading. People nowadays want to spend their money in sustainable areas which are protective and concerned about the natural world. Think about our grandchildren and the effect on their lives if we continue on this selfish course of destroying natures wonders for short term gain. Best regards BMcC.  Bernard McCormack, Cardiff, -- GB
our earth is important, please dont be responsable for destroying part of it, Thank You  moira carmishael, skelmersdale, -- GB
Man's encroachment on the rest of the living creatures on this earth has gone too far. Please think of the impact of this on the nature of this area.  Susan Macpherson, London, -- GB
Please do not allow this environmental vandalism to go ahead.  Oliver Tickell, Oxford, -- GB
Please do not destroy this world class treasure in order to line peoples Pockets the World belongs to everyone.  doreen bishop, slough, -- GB
I have been considering visiting the British Virgin Islands for my honeymoon - I would much prefer to visit somewhere that helped us respect and nuture the environment than somewhere that feels it must cater unreservedly to the demands of the commercial traveller.  Ben Roberts, London, -- GB
I recently visted the British Virgin Islands and found them stunning and magentic mainly because they have not been over developed like some of their neighbours. Please think again and find a way to keep the nature that is your culture!  Alison Duff, Kirk Michael, -- GB
I appeal to you to preserve this area. The more we conserve these areas, the more unique they become and the more people will want to visit. But if BVI becomes like every other 5 star location, you lose your unique status. In addition, we need to preserve our planet and our wildlife for future generations, so please consider our petition seriously. I know you will wish to act honourably and in the best interest of your people and the world at large. Personally, I don't think we need another 5-star development to ruin what is already a 5-star venue. Warm wishes Annie  Annie Lawler, London, -- GB
Once again man's greed is being concidered over the earth's needs. We are continually hearing about the destruction of our planet. I urge you Premier O'Neal to stand up and be counted do your part to save this natural and beautiful part of the earth. Future generations are counting on it.  Yvonne Craig, Port Seton, -- GB
The price they would get when saving such a natural island (Beef island) is much greater than what they are thinking to have. I hope they think deeper.  Majid Alsadi, Beeston, -- GB
We must stop this massive over-development of the world and start to take seriously the protection of our fellow species and their habitats. The greed of the human race is never-ending and it's time to stop and think about how we're not the only important species inhabitating this earth.  HAZEL HAMILTON, EDINBURGH, -- GB
Please help to keep such a beautiful place as an unspoilt natural habitat for wildlife.  Gillian Russell, Aberdeen, -- GB
these criminal persons should stop for ever . we need more power to fight them. more power is more money and more organisation.  alexandre azari, london, -- GB
Over 90% of all species that have ever lived are now extinct. It is surely therefore important that we learn from man's decimating impact upon the environment & the other speicies with which we co-exist. By protecting the ecosystem of Hans Creek, the British Virgin Islands can focus its tourism economy to those who appreciate the simpler (not necessarily cheaper) "green dollar". Take the braver step & let the British Virgin Isles reap the financial benefits.  Lynda Hughes, Kintessack, Nr Forres, Moray, -- GB
The court change in 159 coutnreis, derived from European Court case 41597/98 and which despite the media silence is on public record through petitions 730/99 European, PE6 Scottish, parliaments, applies to this case.  Maurice Frank, South Queensferry, -- GB
We must make more of an attempt to preserve our natural ecosystems and think more carefully about developments.  June Stephen, Oxford, -- GB
There is nothing in which the birds differ more from man than the way in which they can build and yet leave a landscape as it was before. ~ Robert Lynd PLANT TREES FOR LIFE......  Bette M., Oakmont, PA US
Don't allow the cancer of tourism to develop somewhere like this: it's just not worth it!  Oliver Tringham, Dartington, -- GB
This decision to do this, must be motivated by to things: Greed (the fast buck) and ignorance (to understanding of nature)  Veryan Weston, Welwyn Garden City, -- GB
Please, please, please STOP this sort of thing from happening. Your islands will be a better place to visit if you prohibit this development.  Richard Gornall, Leicester, -- GB
Premier O'Neal please be forward thinking in your decision and prevent BVI becoming yet another tourist trap of little individuality at the cost of the existing beauty and uniqueness. We need leaders such as yourself to act with integrity not greed.  Fiona Millward, Oxford, -- GB
the enviroment should be protected  Nancy Draper, Pompano Beach, FL US
There is a sufficiency in the world for man's need but not for man's greed. I think the environment should be put in the category of our national security. Defense of our resources is just as important as defense abroad. Otherwise what is there to defend?  Dania Robinson, Leicestershire, -- GB
There are enough 5* luxury hotels with marinas/golf courses. It is time to STOP the cancerous growth of tourism. Enough has become extinct through greed, let our precious wildlife live peacefully on Beef Island and elsewhere.  Pauline Henderson, Birmingham, -- GB
Tourism is understandably important for your economy - but tourism is only sustainable if you protect the wonderful environment of the island so that tourists will want to visit it - ecotourism makes economic sense  Nathalie Schorbon, London, -- GB
Dear Premier O'Neill, In Ireland the people in very scenic but poor areas say one cannot eat scenery. It is true. Yet, when such areas have been threatened with projects such as mining those very people have risen in outrage that such natural beauty be destroyed forever. I am well aware that the proposed development would possibly bring a measure of prosperity to the area. Pause awhile. The days of flying to far flung places are nigh over. The proposed project depends on cheap air travel. When cheap air travel is no longer open to the traveller then the proposed development will fall asunder. It will be too late for the eco-system and Beef Island will become a jungle. Please turn a deaf ear to the golf lobby. Golf has become a mania rather than a game and in time the mania will fade away. I trust that your love for the British Virgin Islands and you respect for Creation will prompt you to preserve Beef Island. With every good wish, Yours very sincerely, Mary Gilroy Johnson  Mary Gilroy Johnson, Tralee, Co. Kerry, -- IE
Whilst I am sure a degree of tourism may be good for the island, I object to a large resort and golf course being built. They look ugly and destroy much of the surrounding environment and wildlife. Please reconsider this development. Regards, Nick Powling  Nick Powling, Folkestone, -- GB
Please don't allow this to happen. Tourism will benefit more without doing this. You mustn't destroy a place of beauty.  Wendy Lerwill, Maidstone, -- GB
there must be somewherelese to bulid this complex, so that it dosn't take away form the habitat of the wildlife.  Rebecca Delaney, Cambridgeshire, -- GB
You will you be attempting to destroy vast amounts of marine and wildlife for what greed. Look at yourselves!  Denise Tansley, Farnborough, -- GB
You cannot allow such desecration of a unique environment, your children and grandchildren will deplore the short term gain made at long term cost  Deborah Hinton, St Austell, -- GB
Aren't there enough 5 star hotels in the world? Surely the rich have other playgrounds they can go to.  Sarah Henly, Winchester, -- GB
Please don't be the premier to leave office with a legacy of having decimated one of the earth's most important natural habitats.  Pamela Crawford, Bradford, -- GB
Too often nature comes second place to mankinds ego. Something such as this is impossible to replace and the impact is too big a price to pay. We really should be hanging on to mother nature rather than destroy this place we all live.  Cristian Campisi, Port Talbot, -- GB
We are such a selfish flippant species - bent on destroying our planet. Please protect this area.  roger symonds, Bath, -- GB
For the sake of Mother Nature, our planet Earth and future generations, please please do not allow this luxurious leisure development to mean more to you than our gifts from nature.  Joan Adamson, Brentford, -- GB
The marine environment has continued, all across the world, to be poorly protected from damaging activities. Beef Island has many important ecosystems which are of fundamental importance. It is therefore important to protect and saveguard this area.  Liz Bell, Bristol, -- GB
We have destroyed enough beautiful landscapes  Lucy Goodyear, Reading, -- GB
Stop destroying beauty for profit.  Dale Sharp, Fareham, -- GB
There will be no beautiful landscapes left if we keep taking them away, not to mention the decline of plants and animals.  Nigel Jay, Birmingham, -- GB
Everyone should do enything they can to preserve the environments, as this belongs to everyone including animals and not just to the few people who will have the plesure to use.  Ruth Afeworki, London, -- GB
My daughter is a long-standing inhabitant of the BVI and I visit regularly. It would be a disaster of great importance to the natural beauty of a unique locallity. Do, please, consider carefully before giving consent  Ron Goodhand, Southampton, -- GB
Please do not allow this to happen - protection of the environment has to be the most important thing - development for humans is just not appropriate here imho  martin morgan, asheldham, -- GB
we must preserve our ecosystem  Esther Johns, Abngdon, -- GB
One of the traditional comments is that by destroying the environment we could lose a cure for cancer or another terrible disease such as motor neurone and many people pooh pooh this idea. However, over 60% of all drugs start from a natural source so this is probably true of any loss of habitat. We are also destroying wildlife by destroying their home and the planet, and the human race, become that much poorer for each loss. Perhaps you ought to think what it would be like for you to return home one day and find your house flattened and your family dead, with no-one to help or care. An hotel and golf course in your house's place certainly won't maky you feel better!  Gillian Miller, Bracknell, -- GB
Stop this destruction of natural habitats!  Becky Hewitt, Stoke, -- GB
As a British citizen i am appalled that such an inappropriate development could be considered in a British Overseas Territory. I will be complaining to the UK Government to ask them to step in to prevent such environmental vandalism from taking place. Approval of such large scale and insensitive development will only serve to destroy the very environment that draws tourists and their dollars to your islands  Steve Plant, Bournemouth, -- GB
Sites as important as this one should be protected and not destroyed as planned at present.  Russell Pursey, Elphin, -- GB
Dear Rt Hon. Ralph T O'Neal, It sounds like you have a piece of Eden in you care. I can't believe there aren't alternatives that will allow humans and animals to live and prosper together.  Wendy Flay, London, -- GB
Please think about the protection of the few precious places like this one that we have ont his planet, rather than just thinking about making money. You would be destroyung a very unique and exclusive habitat there - don't do it!  Albane DAWSON, Bassingbourn Cambridgeshire,, -- GB
There must come a time when the ecological health of this beautiful planet we call home, outweigh human commercial interests. If that time doesn't come NOW we will destroy this planets ability to support human life. The situation is that important, and that pressing!  Karen Lucas, Liverpool, -- GB
Dear Rt. Hon. Ralph T. O'Neal, Premier of the British Virgin Islands, I am very concerned about threats to the marine environment around Beef Island on the British Virgin Islands. Any but the most limited and sensitive development to this area will be an absolute catastrophe. There are so few places like Beef Island left now that those remaining must be treasured and held in trust for future generations. Yours Sincerely, John Sells  John Sells, London, -- GB
As more people become aware of the dangers of the threats to our world, we are increasingly appreciating 'unspoilt' places. Please keep do not destroy this island.  Anne Goas, Bexhill, -- GB
come on premier oneal,just dont let these creatures be lost because of money making schemes,just for stop people from being selfish and making money at the cost of our beautuful creatures wich are a gift from"GOD". thankyou . maeve chenery  maeve chenery, stafford, -- GB
It's time we put a price on conserving our Planet, not on lining the pockets of developers.  Denise Collins, LUTON, -- GB
The word is increasingly at risk from development / habitat losses & decline in animal species beyond repair... sadly it's all down to money there can be no disguising that ! PLAIN & SIMPLE  r burford, bath, -- GB
Please act to stop this ecological vandalism, does the world really need another golf development of this magnitude?Surely the hotel development could be scaled down, and still provide a boost for the local economy?  Jean Nutley, Ware, -- GB
Please don't view this as just a mass email campaign. Each one who sends you an email cares passionately about the environment and protecting it as much as possible. Thank you  Dave Hodder, Watford, -- GB
The rare species of animal, marine and bird life must be protected at all cost  Clifford Goodman, Worcester, -- GB
Man is everyones worst enemy. By developing and trying to make things better they are actually making things worse. Why does no one care about all these lovely creatures, and who were here long before man.  JENNIFER LIGGINS, SHEFFIELD, -- GB
i live in country where they are always developing natural habitats into housing n hotels its about time it was put a stop to, this is a beautiful natural habitat for many wildlife, please dont ruin it.  els turner, york, -- GB
I am very pleased to sign the petition, God created everything, do not spoil his work.  Barry Price, West Bromwich, -- GB
The threat to beauty and nature that is free to all and part of our heritage as creatures sharing this planet with all other life forms, for the sake of Luxury that only a small and diminishing minority can afford is a testament to the stupidity and greed of the pursuit of money. This must end...and we must grow up and learn to see the true wealth of the planet around us.  Hannah Marshall, London, -- GB
Dear Rt. Hon. Ralph T. O'Neal, Premier of the British Virgin Islands, Please put the environment first. Biodiversity on a global level is shrinking rapidly.  Pem Charnley, Crediton, -- GB
PLEASE value your wonderful, unique islands! Tourists are fickle, been there, done that - why not preserve and only allow small numbers of appreciative visitors?  Carol Ward, Penzance, -- GB
There is more to running a successfull country than ensuring loads of tourist money, why not advertise as an eco tourist destination?  Glyn Daniels, Carmarthen, -- GB
If people want to experience the beauty of this part of the world, let them see it as it is, don't create a sanitized tourist version.  Tony Shephard, Ossett, -- GB
please don't let greed get the better of this situation - protect what is good  Jo Whitmore, Dripsey, -- IE
I am very concerned about the loss of the natural marine environment around Beef Island on the British Virgin Islands. Dont let greed spoil one of the worlds most beautiful treasures.  Des Fox, Dublin, -- IE
As a Marine Biologist and Coral Reef Conservationist I can assure you that this project will have a drastic impact on the sea life surrounding Beef Island. A golf course will increase surface runoff, erosion, sedimentation, and eutrophication of the sea via the widespread use of fertilizers. This golf course will impair marine resources, thereby affecting island communities. This project will only benefit an elite group of individuals and you will eventually be faced with an aggressive class conflict. You are opening a virtual Pandora's Box of Socioeconomic and Environmental conflicts.  Greg Puncher, Plymouth, -- GB
None of us needs to be reminded of the importance of our natural heritage and its very real political value. Please use your position to object to this development proposal, the fiscal wealth that it might generate will not benefit the British Virgin Islands to a tenth of the degree that your wonderful natural ecosystems might. Develop environmentally friendly tourism and lead the way!  Geoffrey Bryant, Paignton, -- GB
Any right-minded individual must surely see such a development would be truly disastrous - I urge Rt.Hon Ralph T. O'Neal to take seriously everyone's comments on this petition and act in the best interests of the local wildlife.  Marc Orme, Leicester, -- GB
I feel very angered that developers just see a piece of land as a possibility to make more money to fit their already bursting pockets, without a thought about what the implications will be on environment and ecological issues. I just see this as a mindless act of greed with the only person to benefit is the developer. It is not our God given right to invade every piece of land on earth. Humans inhabit earth they do not own it.  Rachel Raza, Bristol, -- GB
We have enough resorts in the world already...please protect this wild place from development.  Shanna Schultz, Lonsdale, MN US
ITS ALREADY 5 STAR ACCOMMODATION FOR THE WILDLIFE THAT LIVES THERE. DONT SPOIL SOMETHING THAT IS ALREADY MORE BEAUTIFUL THAN ANY 5,6,7 OR 10 STAR COMPLEX COULD EVER BE.  JENNY HALEY, newquay, -- GB
why?  Kara De Meio, Balmville, NY US
We need to conserve areas like this !!  alexia amethurst, leeds, -- GB
The British Virgin Islands were one of the few places left that were relatively unspoiled when I visited in the 80s. And that was what made it special. We have more than enough 5 star hotels - this is all about profit. Please, please, think again.  Anne Ree, Newbury, -- GB
People who want to visit your islands want the natural beauty of the islands - so building this complex is entirely counterproductive. Please don't put profit before the environment, soon there'll be nothing left but marinas, golf courses and hotels.  Chris Redston, Catford, -- GB
Far too much development in the Virgin Islands already - cutting off beaches which should be enjoyed by everyone. Why encourage this division of society and destroy marine life to do so... S  Sheila Connor, Horsham, -- GB
Surely it would be better to preserve this natural habitat and encourage visitors to cherish it rather than destroy it with development and try to create manmade beauty which can never equal or surpass these natural wonders. Best Wishes Vic  Victor Smith, Worcester, -- GB
The earth is our home. We must live in harmony with it.  Paul Briggs, Wirksworth., -- GB
Please do not be stupid and ruin the charachter of the beauty of the area by increasing the wrong kind of tourist.  Marjorie Titchen, Bournemouth, -- GB
this world was ment to be shared by all stop putting horrid buildings on beautiful scenery and taking animals natural habitat didnt you get taught to share with all  karen mcnamara, Leeds, -- GB
Stop the degradation of marine resources NOW. keyword SUSTAINABILITY don't forget it!!!!  Mark Harding, Isle of Wight, -- GB
I personally feel devestated by the thought of the development of this precious island. Human beings have more than enough playgrounds in the world already. Let's work to keep the small pieces of the earth that are unpolluted & ecologically balanced from further destruction. Ultimately, if we do not protect what is left we shall all suffer the consequences.  Philippa Parker, Frome Somerset, -- GB
A very long time ago I spent two wonderful years on idyllic, unspoilt Tortola. The British Virgin Islands are close to my heart. Don't let them become over-developed please at the cost of rare plant, coral and wildlife.  Frances Findlay, Bourton, Devizes, -- GB
I think we humans have taken up more of this planet than we need already. We don't need to squeeze out the wildlife any more than we already have!  Pamela Parker-Shaw, Stoke-On-Trent, -- GB
Please show the same vision that some other small islands have, in preserving the intrinsic value or your fabulous islands and seeking your external revenue through a more targetted, offer to 'green' consumers.  Samantha Mant, Bristol, -- GB
Dear Rt. Hon. Ralph. T O'Neal The British Virgin Islands are home to a diversity of natural habitats, flora and fauna. The most treasured being Hans Creek Lagoon, a marine protected area, where it is proposed to build a hotel, marina and golf course complex. Over the past few decades we have seen many habitats change, through natural phenomena such as El Nino and La Nina, posing tremendous threat to precious ecosystems and the life contained within. It is of world importance that the natural treasure of the British Virgin Islands are preserved. especially the marine and mangrove ecosystems. I respectfully ask you to ensure the survival of the natural treasures of the British Virgin Islands. Thank you I, and people all over the world, would be most grateful!  Carol Kemp, Nr Colchester, -- GB
Enough of the World is developed already, why not keep one small piece of it unspoiled and protected and let visitors visit and marvel but not stay to endanger it!  wendy cassells, cork, -- IE
Some things are better left untouched.  Joanna Witt, London, -- GB
Please, I beg of you to take time to think of the consequences of your actions. Once destroyed it will be gone for good , there is no turning back.  Hazel Miller, Caerwys, -- GB
WHY push out the wildlife for things we have too much of anyway.all wildlife have a right to!  Lucy Guest, West Mids, -- GB
As you may well know the earth and its systems are interconnected, and damages or interference in the natural processes of one area affect another. Please help to maintain the the harmonious balance of an already fragile earth. Thank you  Felicia Onofrietti, New York, NY US
Dear Sir, please give careful consideration to the marine environment around the virgin islands there has been a lot of development causing distress to the wild animals and fish population around the mangroves and your lovely seas. My friends visit your country and spend a lot of time there. we here in the U.K. respect the eco-system everywhere, please help in maintaining your beautiful country and redress the end of a beautiful fairy tale. lovers of your country the Moulton family.U.K.  marey veronica moulton, Surrey England.U.K., -- GB
I do think that you're missing a beautiful opertunity to exploit the green holiday potential of your island, there are so few places left in the world where people can experince the unspoilt natural ecology, there are a million and one golf resorts!  Christine Linley, Barry, -- GB
I understand you want to develop the island's economy, but raking in fast cash by turning it into another playground for rich idiots is short-sighted. Your economy and your reputation will benefit far more in the long term from opening up sustainable access to your unique wildlife habitats. I'd consider holidaying on Beef Island if I were offered sensitively placed, low-rise, carbon-neutral accommodation, which has minimal impact on the island's ecosystems. Show me the golf course and the hotel, and I'd immediately throw your brochure in the bin.  Paul Baker, Kingswinford, -- GB
I am horrified to hear that such a proposal is being considered. Please re-think priorities......thank you.  Lorna Forrester, Scarborough, -- GB
You need to be aware that the majority of people now do not want to stay in 5 star hotels at the expense of the environment. We are highly intelligent and we, if not you, understand that the future of mankind rests in protecting our ecosystem.  Theresa Browett, Nottingham, -- GB
leave off who wants hotels and golf courses there enough all over the world.  alan-carol moorey, rochester, -- GB
please sir leave it like it is nature made it so beautiful we people destroy everything animals forests we are even going to the the moon plese we wont be healthy people if will do like up to now we must stop thinking only about money  karolina sierociuk, dublin, -- IE
I am a frequent visitor of the BVI and agree it is a beautiful area that needs saving. It has enough tourist hotels in fCT TO MANY. I'm not aware of this new hotel but agree it is anoyjer to many.  Caran Colyer, Burnt Hills, NY US
Dear Premier O'Neal, Please do your best to protect this wonderful and unique enviroment. Thank you  John Greed, London, -- GB
Please leave this beautiful island as it is..Dont spoil it.  PAT ELLIOT, Sudbury, -- GB
how to stop these developers who have only one concern in life..... to make more money!  William Leeson, Warwick, -- GB
Please save this beautiful habitat  Caroline Hide, London, -- GB
Oh my god, just another holiday resort. These days that's like saying, 'oh my god just another Hypermarket', and just as destructive. I go along with everything put in the official deposition from Care2. Please do not ruin another beautiful part of the world so that people can go and get their sun tans enhanced. That is what the rest of the ruined places in the world are for, Southern Spain being a great example!  KAI JANSEN, Petersfield, -- GB
Dear Premier O'Neil, I ask you to look deeply into your heart when considering the threats to the natural environment and bird and animal life and the very very special ecosystem necessary for survival for all of life in a time when so many are being torn down and destroyed. Please care for and save these for now and future generations.  Maura Ryan, Bray, County Wicklow, -- IE
I realize that the greed perpetuated by this kind of development seems right for the tiny group of individuals who won't be alive to see the ultimate consequences of their actions but please pause for a moment and consider future generations.  cathi basler, parker, CO US
Please we need all of our living creatures to survive. With out trees we will cease to have oxygen and many living creatures will no longer sirvive.  Michelle Bafik-vehslage, San Antonio, TX US
As a Scuba Diver I would be far more interested in visiting Beef Island (BVI) to see the islands natural ecosystem and help preserve its beauty by contributing to its conservation. Than yet another hotel complex which would put me off from coming to visit this still beautiful area. Once that is gone you cannot bring it back and you will no longer attract tourists  James Hunter, London, -- GB
The world does not need yet another resort and golf course, accessible only to the priveleged few. The world needs healthy mangrove systems. The world needs viable fisheries. The world needs Beef Island's ecosystem to remain undespoiled. Although building the resort may seem like a good economic move in the short term, in the long run I believe it will hurt the people of the British Virgin Islands far more than it will help them. Those people can't afford to stay at the fancy resort. Sure, jobs will be created - jobs serving and taking care of the uber-rich elites who come to stay at the resort. But the ecosystem will be destroyed, and the fisheries which many local people rely upon for sustenance and to make a living will suffer a grievous blow. In the long run, this resort will do far more harm to your economy than good. Be kind to the planet, and to the people of the British Virgin Islands. Say no to fancy resorts for rich people, and yes to healthy fisheries and a viable and healthy eco-tourism industry. Someday soon I hope to be able to afford to travel with my children, and show them the wonders of the world. I hope that when that day comes, we will be able to visit your islands and enjoy their natural beauty. We'd rather visit undespoiled islands with no resorts or golf courses. We can find resorts and golf courses anywhere. Nowhere else on earth can we find the kind of beautiful, vibrant ecosystem you currently have on Beef Island. You have an amazing resource. Don't destroy it just to make a quick buck in the short term.  Elisabeth Ruppel, Garrettsville, OH US
Please stop this impending developement, the island and all it holds is precious and perfect just the way it is!  Mary Lynne Rago, Lambertville, NJ US
the treasures that make this a desirable place to be will be destroyed by creating such a development. duh?  jahfree harp, greenfield, MA US
we need to hold onto what nature has given us and not destroy so many beautiful things for others gains.  karen bodinnar, mablethorpe,lincs, -- GB
Do not just think of money but the impact this could have on wildlife in the area,  john Gettings, Hyde, -- GB
There are enough golf courses on this planet...please wake up...  Susan Weldon, Manchester, -- GB
Please preserve the natural habitat which is still intact so far - especially the mangroves which can even save lives in case of floods!  Anne Lixenfeld, Dublin, -- IE
please do not destroy your rain forest, so many of our birds and animals are becoming extinct  eileen aspinall, blackburn, -- GB
With the awareness of ethical matters rising, in the long term an environmentally friendly smaller (more expensive) resort with minimum impact on the environment would be far more profitable.  SinÈad Boultwood, London, -- GB
This area has already suffered great ecological losses as a result of too much development. Building more resorts will only further destroy the natural beauty that attracts people to this area. Once all the beaches are built up with hotels and the landscape is covered with golf courses and such, what happens to nature?  Kathryn Morgan, West Allis, WI US
We need these island to stay as they are so our future children can see what this plannet looked like until we destroyed it by building and killed all the wildlife  Andria Robinson, Leicester, -- GB
There are so many resorts, and with this economy I can't imagine the need for another right now...especially in a delicate wildlife zone.  Leslie Stewart, Gaithersburg, MD US
Having visited the British Virgin Islands I am deeply concerned about threats to the marine environment they should be left as nature intended where does this destruction stop it has to be halted  Muriel Graham, Kilmarnock, -- GB
I dont envy whoever has to make this decision, and i would hope it is the right one.. for they have been given a chance to do something positive for nature, which essentially is God, for God, Man and Nature are one and the same. So are you going to listen to your own Soul and stop this from happening or go for the Money, which is the selfish attitude that has brought our civilisation to the verge of destruction. This decision is a large one in the life of the individual, and you wont see the rewards for making the right one untill you are no longer in your body. If only more people knew that this is the place that matters, for life is a game, a very serious one. Who has the right to destroy Nature? Please make the right choice.  Luke Mundy, London, -- GB
Please dont allow this treasure to be destroyed forever. You can stop it happening.  maggi helly, london, -- GB
Please don't let this happen to the beautiful British Virgin Islands .  DARREN WILMER, PETERBOROUGH, -- GB
Save our ecology.  Gisel Rodriguez Vale, Rio Piedras, PR US
Rt.Hon.Ralph T. O'Neal, Please preserve this unique environment. If lost it will leave the world a poorer place.  Beryl Wilson, Darlington, -- GB
Developers, ie., exploiters are destroying the planet  jay chapman, manhattan, MT US
I am deeply concerned that such a valuable range of habitats should be threatened by development  Nigel de Berker, Chippenham, -- GB
I've sailed past Beef Island it is a beautiful place. Life is too sort please dont spoil this islands habitat.  Kathy Walton, Datchet, -- GB
PLEASE DON'T CAVE INTO THE DEMANDS OF BIG BUSINESS. DO THE RIGHT THING AND PRESERVE THIS BEAUTIFUL HABITAT.  Joanne Ibbitson, Newcastle upon Tyne, -- GB
The world changes through natural distaster, man-made inflicted devastation and natural evolution. Please don't encourage the loss of yet more nature for the sake of yet another tourist industry. There has to be a limit as to our greed  Danielle Sterrie, Crowborough, -- GB
Please stop the rot! When will we learn to stop destroying the natural habitats of wildlife. Many species will soon be extinct.  Joan Fisher, Penn. High Wycombe., -- GB
I urge you, Premier O'Neal, to do everything in your power -- personal and governmental -- to protect the marine environment around Beef Island on the British Virgin Islands. Thank you.  John Peeters, Kankakee, IL US
BeFore moving to the UK the Virgin Islands was my home for 10 years, i have seen this enough times to know that habitat always gets the short stick in the end. The laws are broken where ever possible by those who are do not live on the island and could care less, they do care but it is always about bonuses.  Norval Chambers, lancashire, -- GB
Sir, How can we keep on building these huge complex's and not have threats on the environment! Someone has to say NO... What about afew wooden huts that are people & bird friendly? People would pay good money just for alittle of that.  rosemary ross, aberdeen, -- GB
There are hotels, marinas and golf courses everywhere, the ecosystem at Beef Island however is unique, and should not be destroyed for just one more commercial venture.  Isobel Jardine, Newcastle, -- GB
We dont need more resorts please dont destroy this naturally beautiful island and marine environment!!!  Linda Garnade, Oxford, -- GB
Please do not let this rare and beautiful habitat be destroyed in the name of short term profit. None of us has the right to destroy something so precious. When will we learn that we should be the caretakers of our natural world, not the destroyers. Do the right thing. Please.  Christina Power, Arklow, -- IE
A circulated appeal has just saved a wonderful South Shore protected area in our island from being developed for yet another generic luxury hotel chain. Most of us holiday to see the culture, natural sights of the country and local people - not a cookie cutter 5 star hotel!  Joan Shadbolt, Sandys, -- BM
Do not let an area of outstanding natural beauty be destroyed!  Amy Frazer, Bangor, -- GB
I sincerely hope that if this project goes ahead there will be detailed Environmental Impact Assessments done beforehand. Deforestation, whether for developments or wood can cause top soils to become exposed to the elements, and during high winds or precipitation soils can then be washed into the sea. This then increases the amount of solid particles in the sea, and decreases water transparancey, which decreases the rate photosynthesis in Corals. Not only this, but the soil can settle on the corals and suffocate them. This leads to mass death of corals and many of the species which depend on these ecosystems, leaving them devestated beyond repair. This is just one of many possible problems with a project of this sort, aside from the obvious issues of migratory bird species protection and the preservation of the already limited amount of mangrove forest in the world. If someone tried to do this in the EU, we would have the option of taking the case to the EU commission. As a relatively new state (autonomy in 1967?) The British Virgin Islands government not only have a responsibility to promote economic growth and prosperity for it's residents, BUT ALSO to protect the resources with which they have been blessed, and surely nature in it's raw, untainted state must be one of these things which are so necessary to preserve. Please do not seek short term gain, which may only cause long term Damage.  Rory Craig, Wimborne, -- GB
I am against cheapening our worlds paradises by adding yet more developments. We do not need any more, but the ecosystems do need their land to thrive an d survive.  leila hilal, preston, -- GB
Do we really need more golf courses, I think not! Once we lose these beautiful places and the habitat, they cannot be replaced.  Patricia Brown, Newton Stewart, -- GB
Please do not destroy you beautiful enviroment  Michael Hansford, Bromsgrove, -- GB
Nature should always be put 1st before the humans greed for luxury!!!!!  Julie Meeson, Northfield, Birmingham, -- GB
Premier O'Neil, Please reconsider building developments on Beef Island in the British Virgin Islands. It s so rare to have such an unspoilt habitat today and Beef islands sits apart from others because of its populations of endangered animals and plants. I and many others believe it is far more important and responisble globally to protect these areas that fall within our responsibility. a five star hotel may attract revenue bur essentially it will make Beef Island one of many like it, saving this island would however be spectacular. Yours sincerly Anna Young (UK)  Anna Young, Henley-on-Thames, -- GB
I have visited the BVI's on several occassions and it is one of my favourite destinations that I look forward to visiting time and time again. The attraction is that the BVI's have combined tourism without impacting the unspoilt nature of the islands themselves, unlike neighbouring American Virgin Islands. Over development will lose the BVI's their distinctiveness.  Stephen Connors, Hampton, -- GB
It is not necessary that nature ought to be destroyed solely for profit. The planet needs a good ecosystem to function properly, not hotels and holiday homes.  Alison Cowan, Cowdenbeath, -- GB
We have seen so much that was lovely spoilt and destroyed in the TCI. Please don't do likewise.  Diana Jones, Providenciales, -- TC
I don't believe this, you really must be joking." A Golf course " My god what next. Read the book "Siberia" Puleese.  Beatrice Brinkler, Ullapool, -- GB
Please stop the proposed destruction of this unique habitat  Steve Overton, Leicester, -- GB
Such a valuable ecosystem must be protected from any potential threat.  Anneli Gasiorek, brighton, -- GB
It is completely unecessary to defile a pristine habitat for the sake of another luxury resort. Please choose an environment which will be less affected by the abuse of human consumption, to build this resort, and even then, build with complete integtrity to the surrounding ecosystems.  Shelby mcDill, Deadwood, SD US
For God"s Sake--PLEASE--leave this last natural area alone!! Hotels and golf courses are just profiteering and can always be resited--the destruction of this ecosystem would be a disgrace and need NOT happen if you truly care about these Islands.  Margaret Ann Pratley, Whitchurch, Shropshire., -- GB
This world is precious. Yet everyday we seem intent on ruining it for our own selfish needs. It's time to draw a line in the sand. We have enough golf courses in the world - we don't have enough beautiful, natural, environments to learn from and enjoy.  Simon Knight, London, -- GB
Does the world seriously need anymore tourists attractions? If so then it makes more sense to preserve what makes the area appealing to demand such attention. Buiding the hotel will damage and harm the area. So allow people to visit the area and stay where there is hotels available already - improve these so people are willing to stay there and visit the area.  Kellie McCord, Lincoln, -- GB
SAve the land save the life of the earth  Susanna Burke, stamullen Co.meath, -- IE
WE MUST NOT THREATEN OUR ENVIRONMENT OR WE THREATEN OUR OWN LIVES  PETER MANCINI, Audubon, NJ US
Please take action to protect Beef Island the waters around the Island are crucial to marine life.  roy webber, southminster, -- GB
THE PLANET IS ON THE BRINK OF DEATH THIS ACTION WILL ONLY ACCELERATE THE PLANETS DEMISE  Anthony James, bingham, -- GB
please this marine enviroment once lost is lost forever  Jennifer Gallagher, Greenock, -- GB
Premier O'Neal, It would be a disaster for Beef Island if there was to be a hotel, golf club and marina built there. We need all our wild spaces protected for the animals, birds, plant life etc. Attracting more people in this way would destroy the natural beauty of this area. Please re-think your plans for the sake of the environment.  Sandra Halsall, Southport, -- GB
Please please don't destroy the natural environment of this beautiful island. Once lost it will be impossible to ever go back to what it once was.  Ingrid Glass, London, -- GB
please don't destroy the "MARINE ENVIRONMENT" around Beef Island on the British Virgin Islands. Thank You.  irene beaumont, wakefield  west yorkshire, -- GB
Thank you so much for your support. Coral reefs are an important habitat that are so easily destroyed. Please protect this land and do not allow development to wipe it out. The world has many hotels and golf courses, but far fewer protected coral reefs. Thank you for your time.  Jackie Walton, Tacoma, WA US
why destroy a beautifal landscape, purely so a select few can make inordinate amounts of money.  eoin mccullagh, london, -- GB
Let's save some of Earth's habitat from the developers - PLEASE!  Phillip Anderton, Poole, -- GB
Please save Beef Island from development. Once a beautiful piece of land is built on you can never ever get it back.  Sheila Calcagno, Hampton, -- GB
haven't we destroyed the earth enough yet!!!!!!  ghazala shahzad, london, -- GB
Golf courses are arid places destroying our fellow creatures habitat(chemicals used to keep it manicured poisoning the water and eco system) Why are humans so selfish and destructive in their demands for pleasure and financial gain? Please leave the place alone we have despoiled enough natural habitats  Vanessa Stevenson, Bristol, -- GB
It sure would be great to have these natural resources available to see in person in another fifty years. Please help!  Kim Detamore, Boise, ID US
As a British citizen I feel that it is up to us to prove to the rest of the world that we actually practice what we preach and put care of the planet's ecology above the worship of profit.  margaret drummond-young, somerton somerset, -- GB
I'm sure the needs of the whole globe can be ignored so that a handful of people can profit pandering to the needs of the wealthy,eh?  james kelsey, London, -- GB
Why would you want to destroy the habitat that people travel to see? The Caribbean is not short of hotels!  Holly Kirk, Edinburgh, -- GB
We have to save as much as we can of this planet on what does remain. Think abt what we r doing to it, for our future, our kids future, we have to stop these beautiful amazing places being destroyed.  claire turgut, Luton., -- GB
Please listen to our concerns as our reefs are in danger as it is.  Marion Smith, London, -- GB
Please don't put commercial profit before the future of our planet. Which is more important?  Lindsay Wycherley, Oldham, -- GB
there are very few un touch places left on this earth. We do not need yet another hotel..ect. Have you not realised there's an environmental crisis going on. By destroying this island you are adding to the destruction of this planet. yet again money and profit is put before environmental issues and what is best for the island.  angela eyre, manchester, -- GB
what, for a stupid sterile golf course?  Cherry Emblem, bournemouth, -- GB
A natural environment is much better than a couple of hotels and a golf course! Buildings like those are so robotic, but nature is unique and forever changing! It should never be destroyed!  jessica bennett, newcastle, -- GB
In these times of unprecedented rapid habitat destruction our responsibility is to biodiversity and sustainability & this development is not compatible with those essential goals for wildlife, fisheries, and local people  Nicola Hall, Frome, -- GB
Please stop this development, it's not necessary to build on every bit of land!!!! This area is crucial for the survival and habitat of many rare species, please don't destroy it for them! Wildlife is FAR more important than the development of golf courses!  Sheena Ford, Rochester, Kent, -- GB
Show the world how a small country can have one huge vision and set an example to other countries!  Maureen E. Roth, Salvador, -- BR
Do not destroy Beef Island. Once destroyed it will never be returned to its former interest and beauty. Preserve it not destroy it.  Sheila Bates, Edenbridge KENT, -- GB
Once the damage is done, the wildlife destroyed there is no going back. Do we really awnt to leave our grand children a world we have deliberately destroyed?  catherine honeywell, exmouth, -- GB
After so much destruction around the globe. Please use the horrible mistakes of others that have allowed such destruction. See the results it has had on other ecosystems. Your special place will be no different. You can't take it back.  Michelle Salisbury, Columbus, OH US
Pre-agreed planning permission? The BVIs could make more money by protecting Beef Island's biodiversity than by eliminating it. Why not leave a living world for your grandchildren? The world is watching.  David Crawford, Dorking  Surrey, -- GB
These places are part of our precious heriitage we need to preserve, as wildlife are part of a healthy world.  jane tilston, london, -- GB
Dont build a hotel complex on an Island of natural beauty. I would rather visit a natural Island than a commercialized one. In today's environmentally aware climate I am surprised at the short-sightedness of this plan.  Jayne Grinstead, Poole, -- GB
Never spoil beauty just for the sake of greed.  amy shephard, hainault, -- GB
Please do all you can to ensure that these beautiful and valuable marine Islands are protected from development. So many places lose all that makes them truly unique and beautiful so do not let this happen to the British Virgin Islands.  Lynne Sanders, Stourbridge, -- GB
We need need to stop wiping everything out and building on top of everything. It's out of control. It's not our right to tear up the planet and contrete over everything and put stupid golf courses and hotels everywhere.  Lee Jones, BIRMINGHAM, -- GB
Please think of the animals dont destroy their homes. There are plenty of hotels and golf courses around.  janet nolan, Langport, -- GB
NO KILL  imran ali, birmingham, -- GB
We should put the nature in the front of commercial business.....we have enough hotels, beaches and so on to enjoy our holidays....why should we damage another beautiful environment important for marine life? maria  maria miller, portsmouth, -- GB
There are so many hotels and golf courses. What you have in the British Virgin Islands is unique, and once destroyed can never be replaced. Controlled tourism to this beautiful spot could bring in much needed revenue without destroying what you have.  Maureen Kent, Monmouth, -- GB
Yet another example of mans greed taking precedence over nature. One day when it has all has gone, man will then spend his time looking for someone to blame.  Angela Rain, Paignton, -- GB
Having sailed in the Virgin Isles,please dont go the way of the American Isles and ruin it for ever,keep it natural the way it is!!!!!!  Ian Court, Bournemouth,Dorset, -- GB
Premier O'Neal, even though I don't live in the British Virgin Islands, I implore you to consider the fragility of the ecosystem you have there. We need to be vigilant about the precariousness of all the precious ecosystems of the world, for it is the interaction between them all, that makes for our complete precious life-giving planet. Please consider the responsibility that comes with your entrusted position. The ecosystems are far more important in the total scheme of things, than yet another hotel complex. Once the ecosystems are gone, they are gone. Be proud of your decision to brightly hold the future in your hands. Be a good steward. Thank you.  Camilla Bowman, Bettendorf, IA US
Dear Sir, I have visited your beautiful islands and beg you to prevent this monstrous idea from happening. There are not enough islands in the world like the Virgin Islands. Thank you.  PAUL DICKINSON, Woking, -- GB
please do the right thing and for nature thanks  carl holmes, wirral, -- GB
This is such a important part of the BVI! We don't want to end like St Thomas we are better than that...  Richard Rome, Tortola, -- VG
hi just to let you know building a hotel on this wonderfull site and the slaying of animals is disgracefull!! please do not build and think of the wildlife!!!  Dawn wicks, pontardawe swansea, -- GB
We need to save something for the future generations, this is priceless and cannot be replaced. Please don't develop.  Suzanne Simpson, Shipley, -- GB
I pray you think about what you are proposing as this will have dire consequences for the enviroment, our children and other species. Please stop and ask yourself is this necessary.  nobuhle meulb, orpinton, -- GB
I believe that, as Premier, you have a great responsibility to ensure the preservation of such a beautiful area, containing the unique marine & wildlife living within it.  Graham Prosser, Portishead, -- GB
when i go on holiday,i want,and expect, to see the natural beauty of the place. ppl want to see the wildlife,nature etc.not evy1 wants dzns of pubs,clubs, water parks an all that!! please dnt ruin wot is already there,its priceless beauty!!!!  diane hillis, carrickfergus, -- GB
keep it clean think green think marine  angus smith, england, -- GB
Sir, The easy pickings from the proposed development of your lovely island will eventually ruin your tremendously important ecosystem, such matters being a worldwide problem. Please don't subject your people to the rape of this world by the greed of developers. Lewis Gagen, Devon, UK  Lewis Gagen, Bath, -- GB
stop destroying the planet.  judith gunn, folkestone, -- GB
The world and the environment can live without people,the worst creatures in the world, but the world would be happiest without people. So maybe ged rid of everything what`s green, put concrete everywhere, cut the trees and flowers......  magdalena szaszorowska, greenford middlesex, -- GB
Too much of our natural world has been destroyedalready . Enough is enough! When are Governments going to start listening? We do not need more hotels and golf courses! What we need and want are ecologically vitally imortant habitats. So please stop now before it's too late.  Rosie Konig, York, -- GB
No Hotel no golf courses.  john white, worc's, -- GB
Haven't people got enough places to play golf in without resorting to destroying prime habitats for our precious wildlife? Wake-up world!  Deborah Mahmoudieh, Sheffield, -- GB
The world is not a playground to be exploited by humans at the expense of other life on our planet.  tracey purnell, edinburgh, -- GB
Is there not enough hotels & resorts on this planet without building another, especially a golf course, which is a good walk spoilt! If this goes ahead then there will be others to follow, no doubt. Please, no more!  Mark Tyson, Blyth, -- GB
I think that if there was a hotel,marina and golf course complex erected on this beautiful island it would be a complete shame. Not many natural beauties are still intact in this world and and to destroy this one is just not right it should be protected!!!  bonnie young, rye, -- GB
I want my still unborn children to be able to visit the British Virgin Islands and not find a dried out shell of a place when they arrive.  Marcia Kia Simpson-James, London, -- GB
Beauty over money!  Matthew Waterhouse, Halesowen, -- GB
I am deeply concerned to hear that there are plans to build a hotel & golf course on important habitat for animals plants including the mangrove ecosystem. Please stop this development.  Karen White, LIverpool, -- GB
Please help protect the British Virgin Islands' natural heritage!  Susan Hill, Sevenoaks, -- GB
Please think about the future generations and the terrible effect this will have for our children's children.  Anne Collins, Aylesbury, -- GB
I live in a built up town called London, but when I get the chance I visit local coast line and enjoy all that I see in its natural state, how can you ever think of turning a living Island for wildlife etc into a playground for the rich and famous, haven't enough Island been taken already, please take a step back and think about the nature you will destroy for other peoples pleasure.  chris cook, greenford, -- GB
There is only one world - geddit? And you, for better for worse are in charge of one little bit of it, a very beautiful bit. So, what are you going to do?  daniel Wimberley, Jersey, GB, -- GB
Please stop the development of Beef Island on the British Virgin Islands. It has one of the most diverse ecosystems in the Atlantic area. It is home to an endangered types of coral, referred to as the elkhorn coral. There have been many photographs of sea beds where the coral has been wiped out or dead.  Linda Jones, Ontario, CA US
Beef island is too ecologically important to risk.  James Quinn, Blackburn, -- GB
Leave Beef Island alone! Let them develop somewhere else that is less vulnerable.  Richard Johnson, Eugene, OR US
Please do not go ahead with this project, there are little enough wildlife sanctuaries in the world as it is without destroying another for the sake of tourism. We are losing animal species at an alarming rate, do not add to this.  Peter Shotton, Gateshead, -- GB
Please do not destroy such a beautiful place, we have very few left in this world of ours!.  Julie Nestorenko, Coventry, -- GB
Ripple effect... need to protect marine life to keep our environment in a rightful balance.  Christine Hicks, Pittsford, NY US
Please help save our ecosystem and all he wildlife which depends upon it!! May God bless you for making the right decision.  Josephine Legg, Hattiesburg, MS US
At a time when the planet's eco-system is under such duress, it seems incredible, Premier O'Neal, that you would consider allowing developers to encroach upon the unique and invaluable habitat over which you are fortunate to have major influence. Please do not allow any further destruction of Earth's biodiversity. Much responsibility goes with the onus of a high position such as that which you hold. Please use it your power wisely and well.  Inez Heron, Dublin 14, -- IE
Pls keep this ecosystem intact for future generations.  Markus Tyl, Gorey, Co. Wexford, -- IE
I love the BVI & Beef Island deserves to stay as it is.  Jennifer Kirkland, Cumnock, -- GB
It would be a great shame if we were to lose the beef island. I believe that the beef islands should be left to the exotic wildlife and tranquil scenery. As nice as the new development sounds it has no place in the Beef Islands.  Zoe Jenkins, cardiff, -- GB
do not destroy such a beautiful place.  peter van ankeren, wognum, -- NL
please do not build this hotel there you should protecet the corrals and the nature ones these things are gone they are gone for good please save them  joan hodgson, cork, -- IE
there are already many many beautiful golf courses let the people who enjoy golf visit these and leave the few unspoiled areas left on the planet to those who appreciate them and the wealth of wildlife who are fast being pushed into extinction by man and his greed  Madeleine Swords, Edinburgh, -- GB
Hands off any sort of destructio to our planet  Maurice Hall, Newtown,powys Wales U.k., -- GB
Protect us from ourselves and keep our wildlife pristine. We need these eco-systems. We need to stop the greed. Gold Courses? Really? Go somewhere else - !!! peggy  peggy robinson, Venice, CA US
Use your wonderful island wildlife as a unique tourist destination: marinas and golf courses are everywhere.  Mairi Rennie, Petersfield, -- GB
Do we really need another golf course which is nothing but a private playground? A nature reserve like a public park would be more beneficial!  Arran Middleton, Forfar, -- GB
Please protect this world treasure.  Moira Crossey, Holywood, -- GB
Please protect the precious wildlife of Beef Island and the mangrove habitat for future generations - they will thank you.  Olwen Badziak, Reading, -- GB
Don't we have enough resorts??? We need more wild areas as nature intended them and as people need them.  Evelyn Krueger, Forest Park, IL US
Stop it!!! Look at whats happening to other regions, we destorying what mother nature took millions of years to build, and this is how we thank her who give us life....  Paul Walsh, Chester Le street, -- GB
man seems to destruct more than they have ever built .when our kids grow up all that will be left will be pictures of animals and birds if it keeps on going as it is just now .In this big world i am sure they can put there hotel and golf course some where else ,but the fish and birds will just die .  Ella Bird, pumpherston, -- GB
The mangrove ecosysytem is so needed! Please don't sacrifice it for a resort on Beef Island.Offer camping instead!  Virginia Allgaier, Stirling, NJ US
Wildlife is more valuable than the proposed development.  Christopher Rae, Chorley, -- GB
Please do what you know to be right.  efa thornton, Mountain Ash, -- GB
Don't sacrifice tomorrow for temporary gain today. It is irresponsible to eliminate natural resources in the name of money and luxury. Once the genie is released from the bottle it is too late to reverse the course of action when you realize the mistake. Do not destroy what makes your islands so desirable and beautiful in the first place.  John Lane, Lake Ozark, MO US
We all must stop destroying God's creation, or one dsay we will wake up and find we live in an intolerate desert.  Kathryn Sawyer, Oakland, CA US
I hope that the proposed destruction of this unique and beautiful place does not go ahead and that it may be saved for future generations.  Jill Williams, London, -- GB
If we keep destroying the natural environment by development like this, soon the entire land surface of the Earth will be nothing but buildings. No animals. No trees. No nothing. The result: A complete environmental disaster. It does not bode well for human kind either...  Colleen McDuling, Sevenoaks, -- GB
Please think of the future not the short term.  Kenneth Routledge, Liverpool, -- GB
I come to BVI specifically because I do not want to be over whelmed by short-sighted development. I will not include BVI in my travel plans - and will tell my friends to do the same - if this type of development moves forward.  Bob Shavelson, Homer, AK US
Once this land is destroyed it will never recover. We need to protect all the marine enviornment we can. Let's save the earth instead of destroying it.  Char Louis, Fallon, NV US
From one O'Neill to another (O'Neal)!: I've been to the British Virgin Islands quite a few times. So very beautiful. Please don't allow it to be ruined. So much of our beautiful, untouched world is. Please save your islands. Thanks so much, Yvonne O'Neill Imperiale, NYC, Dublin & London.  Yvonne O'Neill Imperiale, New York, NY US
Marine ecosystems such as are around Beef island must be protected for the goo of our world. It can not be replaced.  Carol Carson, Brooklyn, NY US
Please don't develop a hotel. The islands beautiful scenery would be lost forever. Don't be evil but be respectful of things around you  RUTH FERGUSON, BRISTOL, -- GB
It is vitally imprortant that nothing is done to change Beef Island, or cause harm to any of its wildlife.  Cecily Roberts, Bretton, Peterborough, -- GB
Its so important to keep unspoiled areas in order to allow endangered species of birds and animals to survive and thrive without being disturbed by mankind.  anna thomson, EDINBURGH, -- GB
Please protect your islands and the surrounding waters. You will always be glad that you did.  Kimberly Wyke, Camden, ME US
Righteousness exalt a nation but sin is a reproach to any people.  Ralph Timberlake, Huntsville, AL US
to develop the island like this would be a national disgrace!! please stop this madness!!!  preston heyman, london, -- GB
There are plenty of ways for people to tour and enjoy this area without building a destructive resort. An ecotourism center would be a far better idea.  Belle Philibosian, Pasadena, CA US
AGAIN SELFISH MAN WANTS WHAT HE WANTS AND DESTROYING A WONDERFUL NATURAL ECO SYSTEM DOESNT MATTER,AS LONG AS HE CAN MAKE MORE MONEY.MAKES ME SO ANGRY,LEAVE THIS PLACE ALONE.  MARGARET BRADBURNE, WIDNES, -- GB
Please pay heed to the many requests that you don't permit the destruction of the beautiful wildlife on and around Beef Island. The more that is destroyed, the less attractive the British Virgin Islands will become. In any event, we have no right to annihilate nature in the interest of profit.  Basil Jones, Swindon, -- GB
You have such a beautiful important ecosystem, please don't destroy it. Once it is gone ... you won't get it back.  Phyllis Krystal, Pasco, WA US
What a gorgeous place with amazing wildlife. I do not want my children to have to ask me what it was like when the earth still had protected ecosystems.  Fallon Rhodes, Denver, CO US
Who are we to take away the beauty of nature man must think again what he is wrecking, there is not enough of this wonderful natural world left for us and our children to enjoy as it should be.  Linda Jones, Isle of Man, -- GB
The world does not need any more Marinas or Golf courses - the creatures in these habitats need to live - please consider this.  John MacKinnon, Broxburn, -- GB
Please do not give in to another unnecessary development, the ecosystem is more important and precious than that.  Sonia Tsuha, London, -- GB
what you have there now is far more valuable than what is being proposed.  elena jenkins, london, -- GB
Don't destroy a unique eco-system for short term gain!  Oliver Pescott, Worthing, -- GB
It's a beautiful place, let's keep it that way, accessible to all and not privately developed.  Valerie Friedman, Orlando, FL US
please do not destroy the island, when will we learn from our mistakes? we must reserve the world as how it is, not destroy!  sundas nabi, manchester, -- GB
Just don't damage the earth in any way - it is so fragile and so beautiful viv  viv morgan, warwick, -- GB
Dear Premier, please act on behalf of the world and, in particular, the heritage of Virgin Islanders  David Wilson, nottingham, -- GB
we have to protect BEEF ISLAND now .there are too many beautiful places destroyed in our world today,never too return,  winifred fox, roscrea, -- IE
In this day and age there is a real need to preserve the Worlds ecological systems. So please help to preserve this so that future generation can still enjoy and benefit from them. So Please do not spoil the marine environment around Beef Island on the British Virgin Islands Thank you.  William Ellens, Walsall, -- GB
Please don't let this massive playground take root. This area is a wonderful delight of nature which should be treasured as such while it lasts as none of us can predict the future of global warming and any harm which may be caused by climate change. Hotels and adult playgrounds can be build on areas of no significent importance as the people who use them are obviously not interested in the beautiful natural parts of the world still left intact. Thank you for taking time to read this. Debbie Macmillan.  Debbie Macmillan, Alexandria, -- GB
After the natural habitat has been destroyed by development, it can never be returned to its original state.  Caspar Cronk, London, -- GB
protect these islands for future generations please  sandra ferguson, scunthorpe, -- GB
Reducing Mangroves sets in motion for the BVI, what it did for Burma.  Cynthia Basinet, Los Angeles, CA US
pleae consider long term, rather then short. and more pints then just the financial, thankyou.  Vincent Doran, brighouse, -- GB
Please keep Beef Island alive and doing well  Veona McHone, Salisbury, NC US
We do not need more development! Preseve our beautiful natural habitat, it's what makes Beef Island so unique.  Richard Eaton, Fort Lauderdale, FL US
Once lost these things can never be regained!  Linda Wright, Hornchurch, -- GB
Please do not spoil the beautiful area with man made developments, the true beauty of these Islands is in their creation, not the development of man made attractions that will destroy this natural haven for wildlife, both marine and on land. with our deepest respect.  Jeanette Keen, Yeovil, -- GB
Please try to think about what you would actually be doing by destroying this treasured, unique and completely irreplaceable marine ecosystem. I, and others like me who care, cannot express the terrible sadness and hopelessness we feel at the prospect of this destruction. We know all too well what this would mean not only for the Island's wildlife, but for the future of our planet if development such as you propose is allowed to continue. Yours sincerely Kimberley Ashford.  Kimberley Ashford, High Wycombe, -- GB
Give our oceans and marine life a fighting chance. NO DEVELOPMENT, PLEASE !  Elizabeth O'Hara, Roseville, CA US
kind, i care not about fishing industry, but the complaint of ecosystem destruction is good enough, for as a vegan, fish isn't needed, just nuts daily, instead of animals. kind  Holy holily holian, Arcata, CA US
hello, the planet needs a little tender love and care, now more than ever is a time to let nature thrive again. i can't imagine a world without the wonders of nature, but i can imagine it without another hotel. kind regards. samantha  samantha north, huddersfield, -- GB
Please do not destroy another treasure of the BVI, please consider the devastating effect on all wildlife.  Tracy Shaw, Chichester, -- GB
I visited the Virgin Islands and regard them as one of the most precious natural habitats on the planet. Please don't let Beef Island be just another tourist destination.  Diti Dickson, Mullumbimby, -- AU
Easily done; impossible to correct!  Brian Fox, Dublin, -- IE
I think natures beauty and wonder is worth more to all of us than any amount of money can buy. Please help protect the environment and the species in it. Diversity in nature is essential to our own survival.  Tammy McDonald, Rock Island, IL US
Natural assets that are unique or rare offer much greater potential for tourism revenue than yet another golf course. Golf courses are springing up all the time and many are struggling - I know -I'm a golf course agronomist. Play to your strengths, get the best of both worlds. The golf industry is becoming much more environmentally-sensitive, and if your course carries a legacy of environmental destruction, it will not survive.  Maurice Gray, Perth, -- GB
Please don't develop this treasure and destroy not only the natural beauty, but also the habitat for so many species of marine life.  Roy Harper, Richmond, VA US
How can anyone consider ruining yet another beautiful island. It's appalling that greedy company directors of development businesses would want to ruin a beautiful place just for more money. They can't take it with them when they die they just leave a rotten ruined legacy for the island. Why not concentrate on saving not destroying? Please think again Premier O'Neal.  Ann Rudd, Rotherham, -- GB
wildlife should be preserved, we dont need the proposed buildings!  Donna Priest, Dudley, -- GB
Please protect this beautiful part of the world as the way this dangerously savage childrace is going there in it's headlong destruction of all thats good and green, there will not be much left for those that come after us to enjoy.  Allen Kilpatrick, Brighton, -- GB
Please protect our few pristine places!!  Louise Lanham, Pasadena, TX US
This is absolutely appalling. No argument can justify the so-called 'development' or destruction of such a beautiful, diverse and unique island for a hotel complex which is neither needed nor necessary. By allowing this project to be completed, the governing body for the island is making it apparent that the destruction of such an area is acceptable, when it most certainly is not.  Georgina Hawkins, Cardiff, -- GB
my nam adamoulamine joint groupe  adamou lamine, el- bair          alger, -- DZ
keep the virgin islands Virginal !! keep off natural beauty and purity. making money is not the highest priority.  genevieve yuen, san francisco, CA US
to destroy something so beautiful is a terrible sin!  Rachel Doyle, Dublin, -- IE
Once gone the beauty is gone and will never came back, do you want to be blamed?  Siraj Mulla, Leicester, -- GB
Please protect the forests!  Maryann Smale, Steuben, ME US
Think long and hard about what you would be destroying. You have much to treasure on your doorstep.  ANDREW LEVERTON, nottingham, -- GB
we'v got to be more careful!!  Karen Y. Walters, Abilene, TX US
I have taken many tours through the mangroves on Beef Island. They are beautiful, and an important part of the BVI. More important than you Stroke handicap I would say.  Brent Pumple, Road Town, -- VG
Premier, Please no more development in BVI. We would love to visit Beef Island just as it is. Its one of the very few remaining islands in the Caribbean that has not been over developed. No one really wants to go to those islands that have been destroyed by development. In the future more visitors will want to go to your island because of how pristine it is.  amy Moore, San Jose, CA US
Leave a "living" legacy to your family and to your constituancy, or are the developers already in your pocket?  Judy Brownstein, Phoenix, AZ US
There is too much development going on now, Please do not destroy such beautiful land just for the sake of development and profit. It should remain has it is for the sake of the enviornment.  Yasmeen Prince, Cannock,Staffs, -- GB
please protect this amazing place for future generations  Fiona Friend, Cheltenham, -- GB
SURLY THERE'S ENOUGH GOLF COURSES AND HOTELS IN THE WORLD WITHOUT HAVING TO BUILD ANOTHER HERE.  MICHAEL THORNTON, Cambridgeshire, -- GB
I will probably never be able to afford to visit this beautiful part of the world,so my appeal could not be deemed as selfish, please consider at length the damage that will ensue if the money men are allowed in. For the sake of the Virgin Islands and the planet as a whole do not allow this desecration to take place.  LEN HUGHES, MALDON,ESSEX, -- GB
Premier O'Neal: As a Virgin Islander myself, I have always appreciated the value of natural beauty. Please do not make the same irreversable error of development judgment that the US Virgins have made. Sincerely, A.Gilbert  Alfred Gilbert, Brisbane, CA US
leave alone the money grabbers  john kendall, Ayrshire, -- GB
Why are developers intent on ruining every beautiful place in the world?, greed is the key, and one day it will backfire on them all.  Ray Matthews, Betws Y Coed, -- GB
Can we leave a few corners of the world for nature please. Where ever man goes he leave a trail of destruction And very rarly puts anything back .Are ther not enough golf courses in the world already ?  Teresa Stecko, Leicestershire, -- GB
Please protect this sensitive area!!  Bea Brinkley, Red Hill South, -- AU
The downfall of the world is happening because of humanity's strive for profits. I honestly think we have enough of these hotels and stuff so why the heck put one on a very ecological (Or whatever word I might say) place?!  James Arrow, Southampton, -- GB
Please help preserve our beautiful planet. The waste a 5 star hotel leaves would also add to the destruction continuously. Eco tourism is the big new trend, be on the cutting edge and do that instead.  Alison David, Brighton, -- GB
Sure you are under huge pressure, but the right long term choice is not to develop.  Mel Yates, BrIGHTON, -- GB
Our marine environment is so important and so abused please ensure that this ensure that the crucial mangroves, which also provide crucial protection to the islands, are not destroyed for this thoughtless and mindless commercial endeavour which will only provide low level, badly paid employment for locals (as demonstrated time and time again by these developments).  Lyndsey Maiden, Llansadwrn, -- GB
Please forget this sort of development, you cannot bring back what you are proposing to destroy.  Alexander Compton, Abingdon, -- GB
Putting people first is a recipe for disaster. We need to put nature first and then we all benefit. Look after nature and it will look after us.  Julia Wilde, Brighton, -- GB
we must protect what little natural beauty this world has now so that future generations may enjoy them. These animals & the area must not be destroyed. Nature is slowly getting her own back and destroying more of the forests will only cause more natural disasters. Please take a stand and protect this area from development.  Paula Sibley, Shoeburyness, -- GB
We live at a time when we all know we must preserve the earth or disappear as a species. But preserving the earth means that each action which contributes to our planet's destruction must be avoided. To kill Beef Island would be to inflict another wound on our dying (?) planet; please do not do this.  Ann-Marie Larkin, Greystones, -- IE
This beautiful, precious area should be preserved for future generations and the special marine life there  madeleine walker, taunton, -- GB
Please put protection before profit  Michael Cole, Southampton, -- GB
Beef Island is too precious to be developed as proposed . It should be protected.  john weaver, Sandwich, -- GB
it is outrageous. We humans should learn the value of natural wealth . I hope they do not get away with it, everybody would be loosing an asset that cannot be replaced as easily as it is destroyed.  Rafael Marchante Angulo, London, -- GB
What a beautiful place! Do not let it be destroyed by greedy humans! We have a responsibility to look after our planet, not destroy it. Do not let this development go ahead!  Rebecca Dunne, Ferny Creek, -- AU
Leave the little nature we still have left alone! Haven't we humans already destroyed enough?!  Gillian Sillis, Rijkevorsel, -- BE
Please, don't do it! Once gone it can never be recovered...and merely to generate a profit.  Mervyn Ball, Liskeard, -- GB
Dear Sir, I believe that we each have a responsibility to nurture and preserve our planet and that the planned development of Beef Island is another nail in the coffin of our beautiful planet. I beg you not to agree to any development which would damage the ecology of this beautiful island or it's surrounding waters.  Erica Rixon, Rowlands Castle, -- GB
Are you seriously proposing to destroy this beautiful natural environment for a HOTEL & GOLF COURSE!! Protection not profit should be our watchword  Malcolm Grant, Plungar, -- GB
Do No Harm ~ Tread Lightly & Respectfully on Mother Earth  Paula Silva - santos, London, -- GB
A golf course & marina abutting an estuary is inherently destructive & must be stopped!  Brenda Sides, Mims, FL US
Dear Premier O'Neal, The development on the Beef Island might be perceived to bring increased revenue to your Island but longterm think of the loss it will incurr in terms of the fishing industry and in playing it's part in causing further Tsunamis and ecological disasters which we are seeing at present and which harm the most vulnerable in our world. Please think twice before becoming part of the cause of despair and damage to our beautiful and precious world.  Deborah Kennedy, Dublin, -- IE
Please don't allow this development. These habitats are so vital to our world  Joan Lucas, Coventry, -- GB
Mankind is out to kill itself...please stop the MADNESS.  Mark Schneider, Garden Grove, CA US
If there is global warming surely any development on the coast will be in danger of flooding - Burma!! People want to see nature when they visit a beautiful country. Please do not waste such an asset which properly managed can raise money from visitors and provide jobs for local people and particularly fishermen taking people to visit such places.  Colleen Smith, Welling, -- GB
Too many species are becoming extinct on this planet!  Kathleen Connell, Belfast, -- GB
Please do not allow this development to take place, all areas of unspoilt habitat on earth should be left alone as Mother Earth created for our wellbeing in its naturally balanced eco system for the future of our beautiful planet. Respecting its diverse animal, mineral and aquatic life in spirit as well as this manifestation on earth. God Bless you and thank you.  Virginia de la Pole, WINCANTON Somerset, -- GB
Isn't nature disappearing fast enough?? PLEASE DON'T SPOIL THIS BEAUTIFUL PLACE.  karen worthington, chester, -- GB
if this resort goes ahead it will be directly contributing to increased carbon emissions and climate change, causing disaster not just locally but globally  Heather Rainbow, basingstoke, -- GB
As a professional photographer/scientist I would only visit an area with a suitable size and richness of natural habitat, i just do not find concrete and the green deserts that are golf courses visually appealing. This is the case with all other photographers and similar professions. There are too many cheap tacky resorts in exsistance, eco-tourism offers far more both commercially and in terms of natural wealth that can be preserved for future generations to enjoy. Plus as you should allready know to perturb a natural system can cause a domino effect that causes its entire destruction; with no natural wealth and beauty there will be no tourism at all.  Linda Walton, Plymouth, -- GB
Please don't be short sighted in this...  Gill Guy, Crewe, -- GB
What sense does it make to destroy the eco-systems that draw in such large numbers of people in the first place?  David Bower, Lincoln, -- GB
Please reconsider this development...  Bob Eck, Chinle, AZ US
Hotels are centres of waste and pollution. Golf courses are green deserts, kept so with wormicides, herbicides, moss-killers, fertilisers and huge quantities of fresh water. Putting such destructive and decadent facilities in natural environments does enormous harm to plant and wildlife species. The pollution won't confine itself to the land either. The marine environment will also be badly damaged. Please DON'T do it!  S Lang, Lutterworth, -- GB
respect the habitat!  cinzia rossi, milano, -- IT
Please leave paradise alone or you will lose it forever...  Joan Martell, Plainfield, CT US
Such special sites must be preserved as nature intended them to be.  Sara Rowlands, Newport, Isle of Wight, -- GB
These type of sites are important to save. look at the past and what is in the future if this takes place  chad parson, centennial, CO US
I have been visting Barbados and never once have I or would I visit a golf course. Like millions of tourists I prefer to enjoy the natural wonders of the Island, the beautiful array of plants and wildlife. If you are only interested in money then go ahead with your plan, but I believe like millions of others that preserving the natural beauty of tropical islands far outweighs any money making priorities.  Aishah Ball, London, -- GB
The world has enough hotels but NOT enough important pristine natural environments. Please help protect these world treasures and develop elsewhere. Thank you.  laura Pieratt, Ft. Thomas, KY US
Please save this place !  jandelli christophe, Les Assions, -- FR
Save the coral reefs, marine animals and a beautiful island from human exploitation.  Georgina macpherson-Pope, Aberdeenshire, -- GB
As a diver protection of sealife is very important, haven't enough island been developed for tourism already?  Shirley Carter, Wokingham, -- GB
Humankind is destroying so many areas of natural beauty, and in so doing we are destroying delicate eco systems, which eventually will affect us. Please stop this development from going ahead.  Tracy Marshall, london, -- GB
Please protect Beef Island from development.  Kenneth Lapointe, Ottawa, -- CA
If the gonads of all fish caught are liquidsed and the eggse left to fertilize before being put back into the sea then we can increase the fish stocks. Please see my Blog at: www.kadir-buxton.com  Andy Kadir-Buxton, Hatfield, -- GB
Please dear Sir, help protect this world treasure today, so that the life of all species have also a tomorrow, a future.  Suzanna van der Voort, Maastricht, -- NL
Where's the Beef? Seriously though, does the world really need another golf course? Of course not! What it needs is respect for functioning natural ecosystems so we maintain the natural balance that makes places like the Virgin Islands beautiful in the first place. Ecotourism is a wonderful alternative to 5 star resorts and the educational opportunities valuable and ongoing.  Brian Parks, Swan Lake, MT US
Dear Sir, I believe that sometimes we should protect our world's natural diversity at the expense of economic development. Our children will have cause to regret our short-sighted aims of wealth over wildlife.  Gerry Casey, Warrington, -- GB
Please please look in your heart and so whats right, you'll feel better i promise.  Vivien Francis, Zuidland, -- NL
We owe it to our children  Philip Paylor, Gateshead, -- GB
Plant and animal species are being threatened with extinction by our daily activities and to destroy this island for a luxury hotel and golf course will only accelerate the pace of destruction.  Brian Garman, Wiltshire, -- GB
Please protect such a lovely place where I have had peaceful and awe-inspiring moments.  Liz Wally, Dallas, TX US
Dear Sir, I visited the BVI some years ago and spent a week scuba-diving and simply enjoying the relaxed, unspoilt atmosphere of your wonderful islands. I have never forgotten it. We particularly enjoyed our stay on Anegarda - a unique experience and a far cry from the ubiquitous 'luxury' resort hotels that could be anywhere in the world. It was food for the soul. I urge you to protect Beef Island from the kind of development that is destroying habitats all over the world, and preserve what makes BVI special and unique. I watch the destruction of such important mangrove ecosystems with dismay because, as a nursery for so many species, they contribute so much to the wider richness of their environment. Their loss extends far beyond their location and deprives us all. Such sanctuaries are the ultimate 'luxury' - we will never be able to reclaim them once they are gone. With best wishes, yours sincerely, Isabella Tree  Isabella Tree, Horsham, -- GB
I have already watched the reefs around Tortola and the BVI decline for the past 12 years. I own property on St. John and lived in the VI for 10 years. Please take action to protect the BVI's remaining natural resources, for without them, the wealth you get from tourism will also diminish.  Karen Vahling, Fort Collins, CO US
Please ask yourself this question. How many more hotels and golf course do we humans need but at the cost of the Earth...? Is there another area that you could look at for this development, that won't wreck the enviroment..?? We, as humans have only 1 earth and we are destroying, without thought or consideration. Please reconsider, be sensible. You cannot profit from the earth, when it's nothing more than a barren, toxic waste land........  Glenda Shepherdson, Dereham, -- GB
Save our earth. Don't be selfish. The world matters more than our own convienences...that is all I can say  Laura Toepfer, Pewaukee, WI US
We should share the world with wildlife and not be selfish.They matter too.  Sandra Bonar, kinross, -- GB
Please don't allow this beautiful island be overtaken by property developers. So much of this earth has been destroyed, never to be regained. Please do not help to destroy another piece of natural habitat. Thank you.  Irene Britton, Hull, -- GB
This kind of development has to stop, nature must come first.  john staunton, galway, -- IE
please stop the destruction of these islands now  DAVE BUNDAY, portsmouth, -- GB
I myself am a diver and as of yet not been able to visit the BVI,as this destination is on my list of places to dive it would be a great loss to me and every diver in our group. Several members of the group inclueding me also enjoy photographing the marine environment.  Nigel Carey, Southampton, -- GB
90% of all edible marine life has already been fished. Destruction of MPA's will only continue to destroy what we have left  Sanjay Choolun, Manchester, -- GB
Let's keep the area beautiful without having tourist traps - it's beauty speaks for itself.  Lynda Grove, Poole, -- GB
A resort would alter the wildlife of the Island. Is it worth it?  Louise Bristow, New York, NY US
Please use the wonderful resources your glorious island already has to benefit your people rather than changing it.  Dinah Barry, London, -- GB
WOT THE HELL r we doing we r KILLING this Planet we call Home it like the jungles etc we need our thinking heads on not our DUNCES head on  Patrick Carr, Stoke on Trent Staffordshire, -- GB
STOP LOOK LISTEN  Sonia Greaves, 0, -- GB
so many golf courses in the world, what you have already is unique.  julie west, gosport, -- GB
Do we honestly want more animals to be forced into extinction? I know I don't. That creatures on these islands are rarities, and need to be protected along with their habitat on these islands. FORGET THE FREAKIN GOLF COURSE!  Katie Hutchinson, Salyersville, KY US
Please do not spoil more of our beautiful natural heritage (on which, incidentally, we rely for our survival,) for the sake of selfish and thoughtless pleasure. I am sure there are now more people prepared to financially support ecotourism than the proposed disgrace.  Anne Winfield, Bournemouth, -- GB
God made earth and things that he wanted on it. Let the beauty show.  Patrisha Abney, Springfield, MO US
I have visited the BVI several times. It is a beautiful area with a distinct culture one can only admire. Please preserve the important ecosystem on Beef Island. The British Virgin Islands do not need another golf course, marina, and hotel.  Wendy LaRiviere, San Francisco, CA US
please stop killing our world  laird d b, Chorley, -- GB
Please have the sense to put the environment before profit for once. Somebody has to do it!  Sharman Ingram, Norwich, -- GB
This planet has been ruined enough, by people who have too much money, which enables them to "buy their way" regardless of the damage they are causing, to innocent animals and rare and beautiful plants.  Mary Craddock, CARDIFF., -- GB
Why on earth dont people leave things as they are,people are not satisfield unless they are destroying habitats,people are only doing this sort ofthing to feather their own nest  stella saunders, portsmouth  hampshire, -- GB
Please don't spoil this important island by inapproptiate development. If there must be development - small is beautiful and more desireable.  Jean Jackson, Birmingham, -- GB
Please do not allow development to spoil the natural beauty of these islands.  Jesse Goldin, brewster, NY US
We have far more resorts than we need now. Our marine environment and ecosystems connected to this area is crucial for sustaining the fisheries. It is time we start using our heads and not be so concerned about the big money. When you can show me how to eat, drink and breath the almighty dollar bill, then maybe I will go along with something as distructive as this project.  Dick Miller, Lihue, HI US
I used to live on Tortola. The idea of a big resort on Beef Island would not be in the best interest of the people of the BVI. Please say NO to more development. Thank you.  Betsy Landon, Boca Raton, FL US
Please help protect this beautiful natural area!!! It is much more wonderful to experience a place as it really is, not with a silly hotel, marina and golf-course complex that will destroy part of it's essence and even endanger the delicate balance of the area.  Citlalli Valles, Sun Valley, CA US
What will future generations have if we keep cave in to what is not good for the creatures and environment!!!  G. Preuss, Bridgeport, CT US
Mangroves and wild habitats have been under attack for far too long. People visit these places for the rich bio diversity and beauty. Sprawling resorts are not beautiful. Resorts can be relocated but not habitats and all who dwell in them. Mangroves in particular are on the brink and they provide safe nurseries for baby shrimp and many other sensitive and key species who without them would most like go extinct. Save Beef Island!  Erin O'Connell, Fenit, Tralee, -- IE
surely the eco system is far more important than a golf course for the so called rich to play on!if they like it that much then let them build a golf course in their own back yard and spoil their own view not everyones else's.  Paul Barons, Kingsbridge, -- GB
This destruction should not happen for the sake of a hotel resort!!!  Peter McAllister, belfast, -- GB
So much of the world's precious habitat and wildlife has already been destroyed - do we really need another luxury hotel?  Philippa Martin, Forest Row, -- GB
If you put a hotel with people on Beef Island, BANG! say goodbye to the preservation of that beautiful place! Man can not co-exist with other creatures, he has proven that time after time. The natural eco-system of this unique wilderness must be preserved for future generations!!  Deidre Williams, Napier, -- NZ
Promoting development and economic growth at the expense of the environment represents short-sighted and short-term thinking. There must be a balance that respects the natural world around us.  Seana Blake, Ellensburg, WA US
Is s hotel complex so important-important enough to destroy this beautiful island and harm the environment and wildlife who depend on it? Please, let them build somewhere else where they won't be doing so much damage.  nikita evans, gloucester, -- GB
SAVE OUR ENVIRONMENT. TO NOT WILL BE ERADICATING ECOSYSTEMS - AND YOUR PIECE OF EARTH TOO. USE YOUR BRAIN!  Sala Strickland, Tallahassee, FL US
Whilst realistically my chances of visiting your Island is remote I see us all as part of a world wide ecosytem, a pebble creates a ripple, creates a wave - a bird winters one side of the world and nests on the other.  Howard Richards, Harborough Magna nr Rugby, Wks, -- GB
Please protect this rare and irreplaceable place from development.  Tara Lutz, Santa Cruz, CA US
All of this destroying needs to stop and this one here is a major one to do the stoping to  bergstromjoy@ms Bergstrom, Wake Forest, NC US
Our world is little.... please let the few beautiful places that we alredy have without the bad touch of the human being.  Laurenis Gil, Cuman·, -- VE
Porque le quieren hacer esto a nuestro ecosistema!...no lo sabremos cuando sea demasiado tarde  Sergio Soliz, Santiago, -- CL
We must save the environmnet.  Millie Delaney, Grass Valley, CA US
If you look at the increased destruction caused by the 2004 Tsunami, and also in Burma a month ago, in those areas where the near shore vegetation (particularly mangove swamps) was destroyed you will see that your proposed development will prove detrimental to your lovely island in the long term. I for one prefer to visit for the natural beauty that your island is so lucky to possess. If I want to play golf I can drive down the road to enjoy that pleasure. I think your plans are misguided and a folly given what we now know about our natural environment.  Richard Stone, West Camel, -- GB
Please protect nature from this attack by consumerism and keep Beef island in its current natural state and safe from developers.  Jennifer Beeman, Seattle, WA US
think long term there is not much left.  m nanji, peterborough, -- GB
At a time when Nature is recognized as our greatest gift and asset and when the environment is increasingly guiding everyone's buying decisions it seems very much out of step to develop such a disastrous complex on Beef Island. Develop it and you will have a white elephant on your hands ... and a much degraded natural environment. No brainer really .... Best Wishes, M. Harris  Mark Harris, Reading, -- GB
In today's day and age, it is criminal to propose that treasures such as this are destroyed, just to satisfy man's insatiable greed for even more money.  Cathy Williams, Sidmouth, England, -- GB
Everyday more precious land is being destroyed - worldwide. I urge you to protect these unique lands - before there's nothing left to save. Changes are required worldwide , right now , to protect and improve the earth's climate.  Amanda Baird, Murray, KY US
The world is already losing beautiful flora and fauna at an alarming rate, please don't let this be another example where mans greed wins again.  Lynn Unsworth, Warrington, -- GB
Humanity is breeding out of control, fauna and flora are disappearing at an alarming rate, will there be anything left in the wake of human greed.  Phoebus Apostolides, London, -- GB
We will have no life on the planet soon, please stop!  Jill Fox, Belper Derbyshire, -- GB
Please do not allow the destruction of yet another of the planet's natural treasures for the sake of 20th century tastes that are changing. The world is entering a new era - people's lives and values will have to alter radically soon. You will have allowed the irretrievable loss of a haven for wildlife for only short term gain.  Jacqueline Brett, London, -- GB
Please LISTEN every day people care, it's people like YOU that don't but you can change, go on try you might just like it, it makes you feel great when you have found that you do have a heart!  patricia mcpartland, bristol, -- GB
I will make it my personal duty to prevent anyone I know from visiting this resort.  Michael Ward, London, -- GB
It is really important to protect our increasingly threatened environment.  Sheila Amies-Byron, Paignton, -- GB
Allowing a golf course and hotel to be built on an intregal eco-system such as Beef Island is a disgrace and should never even have been proposed.  D Crosse, Dublin, -- IE
Please protect this internationally important ecosystem against massive, unsustainable development.  Jeremy Bartlett, Norwich, -- GB
Please respect the importance of this site for biodeiversity and for once put wildlife before prthank you  Rosalyn Ogden, Exeter, -- GB
The animals have lived in this environment for thousands of years 'who are we to steel it from them' man can be very selfish with no regard for any other creatures but themselves.  christine watson, Kilmacolm, -- GB
We should be taking care of our natural spaces and not exposing it to exploitation and for the priviledged few to trash and spoil!!  Vivienne Llufrio, Fishguard, -- GB
You cant let this happen,our world is wasting away as it is,we need something left.  Richard Reardon, Dublin, -- IE
Please consider, money cannot buy another planet or another ecosystem.  Reinhard Huss, Leeds, -- GB
In a time when the protection of animals is so important, how can you justify what you are doing??  Mellissa Hamley, Higham Ferrers, -- GB
It is outrageous to even consider such a proposal!! This must never be allowed to go ahead as we should be protecting all the natural space we have left on this planet before it's too late.  Sue Nightingale, Cambridge, -- GB
your marine ecosystem is very special, keep it, please do not destroy as this will attract a lot more interest than a monstrosoty of a hotel in this ideal place.  Deborah Pollard, Kidderminster, -- GB
Ask yourself why?? Stand out against the rest of the greed and say NO and keep hold of the beauty you have  Darren Hinton, Kidderminster, -- GB
Constant lebensraum for humans is destroying biodiversity with the constant encroachment of more developement into other creatures habitats. Also these habitats help keep us alive and earths temperature constant. We need to stop now.  sam huntsmith, lower earley, -- GB
Once lost, your unique paradise will be lost forever. Please think long and hard before allowing any development.  Nicholas Deere, Chessington, -- GB
Please protect this delicate ecosystem--do not develope it.  J. Lee, Hixton, WI US
I am deeply concerned about threats to the marine environment around Beef Island on the British Virgin Islands, particularly since Beef Island boasts important dry tropical forest, and mangroves. The ecosystem of Hans Creek Lagoon, a marine protected area, is crucial for sustaining viable fisheries around Beef Island and throughout the territory. The proposed hotel, marina and golf course complex would destroy this world-class treasure. Beef Island has the most important mangrove ecosystem in the BVI, second in acreage only to far-flung Anegada. All of Tortola's nine mangrove ecosystems have already been decimated or destroyed by development. Destruction of the Beef Island ecosystem will be a devastating blow to everyone worldwide.  Chloe Barbier, LONDON, -- GB
Our planet has more than enough hotels and golf courses. Please save our wildlife.  Margaret Skiffington, Wigan, -- GB
a world without humans, would be a better place. . . .  donna hammersley, north walsham, -- GB
In the long run, your paradise will suffer unless you stop this development. Please think about what you are doing.  Sallie Willix, Lumber Bridge, NC US
There are far too few true natural habitats to begin with, why do we keep destroying more? It seems we never learn.  Barbara Carpenter, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, -- GB
do what is really right!  maya evans, Bruton, -- GB
I spent 16 years on St. Thomas, USVI, 1980 to 1996. I have visited the BVI's. I have seen what outsiders do to the economy---they take the tourist dollar out of the island with their commercial projects. What works is locally owned guesthouses---use a lottery to sell the land for local hotelry under strict environmental controls. Tourists want to see an ISLAND and live like a LOCAL, even if only for a short time.  Stephen Granger, Chanhassen, MN US
It is vital that this area is protected against the development of a new hotel, golf course etc, as they would damage the area and the fragile ecosystems that operate within it. There is no justification for damaging this area, so please ensure it is protected.  Katie Hall, Sunderland, -- GB
beauty should be admired not destroyed  judy kingsley, london, -- GB
Stop thinking about the profit being made and instead think about the homes for the wildlife you are destroying.  Eura Chang, Rochester, MN US
I am saddened that so many money grabbers have no respect for the wildlife around the world. We must all continue to challenge these selfish types.  Adrian Appley, Bromley, -- GB
Once this development takes place the uniqueness and beauty not to mention the wild life and fauna will be lost forever. What a price to pay!  jill crawford, worcester, -- GB
Only if you 100% avoid making the mistakes that have been done in other places on earth similar to yours, in doing what you are about to do in development, go ahead. Otherwise, do not destroy the habitat of flora and fauna on the island. In Venice, Italy I know of a hotel which recycle its own water, via a hotel waste water treatment plant. I am aware that a golf course would bring tourism and money in, but, please, not at the cost of environment. Address every concern of people who specilise in assessing the impact the project would have on the environment, before going ahead with it. Thank you.  Ileana Eliza Paunica, London, -- GB
I belive that whoever is pushing for this to go ahead, planning dept's or inderviduals, must be of very poor taste and "the wrong" kind of people to do business with!  John Tyler, Manchester, -- GB
This would again be a resort for rich people. They believe they have the power to use nature as they please. How evil. How much more will humans destroy of our beautiful nature until they realise there will be nothing of real beauty left in this world? This is totally heartbreaking and unacceptable.  anita dias, london, -- GB
i do not know why still today such planning(destroying)is going on,we have this again and again (for example rainforest)that no care is taken for the environment.why destroying more nature resorts?even with all the petitions we are not able to stop this ever growing greed for profit and money.  maryam blanck, birmingham, -- GB
Beef Island is an important ecological environment that needs to be preserved for future generations!  Jessamyn Smallenburg, Novi, MI US
I welcome economic development for the British Virgin Islands but it must be sensitive to the local wildlife and ecology of the ocean. We shall want to enjoy the scenery with its wildlife and the ocean and fish as well as the concrete and steel of the resort. I understand and welcome the employment opportunities it will create but I hope these concerns will be reflected in the development plans you approve.  Mike Hogarth, Reading, -- GB
Please help, we cannot continue to destroy these areas  Suzy Eldershaw, Birmingham, -- GB
Save the Marine environment around Beef Island.  Kelly Saunders-Cross, London, -- GB
Money and economics are a human creation. These environments are not. Do not destroy what we cannot replace.  Adrian Bravo Lopez, Dublin, -- IE
I wish to register my objection to the proposed hotel and marina complex in an area of natural beauty and I am concerned for the local ecology if this proposal goes ahead.  Sue MOnk, Clitheroe, -- GB
Watch the 'Eleventh Hour' and an 'Inconsiderate Truth' about exploitation and greed........lets try 'Sustainability and Fairness' for a change!!!!  merlynn kageler, tenterden, -- GB
More developers who just don't care? That would be shameful.  Ruth Bescript, Tucson, AZ US
Once we develop this land it will be changed forever. The eco system will be destroyed and will have drastic consequences.  Nicola Vine, Hove, -- GB
i've never had the delight to see this ocean, i love the oceans please don't take the pleasure of this away from myself and all other people who have a right to this. we need to walk for a change, i do this even with a torn tendon and a brace and 2 legs that need to be operated on. i take a bus and stand in the cold with fibramyalgia that i've had for 29 years and still work. also i have arthritus in my hands and fingers and still stand in the cold to use the bus. so there is no excuss for a healthy person also not to do this. and if we haven't good mass transit in their cities we need to creat them.  Darlynne Stefanko, Ithaca, NY US
Man is destroying so much of earth already please don't add this to the list  Angela Tibbs, Spalding, -- GB
save the islands!!!!!!!!  Nate Watson, Leverett, MA US
Please, I urge you to keep this island as a national treasure - unspoilt and full of wildlife.  Sharon Hay, Bathgate, -- GB
Think aobout nature...  Jakub Polanowski, Straszyn, -- PL
Please protect Mother Nature at all cost.  Garabet Manuelyan, London, -- GB
STOP WiTH THE DESTRUCTiON!  Chipundu Lamba, Derby, -- GB
Please do not put money before nature. Once the natural habitat has gone, it is forever.  christine gatehouse, southampton, -- GB
It is as easy to overlook the straw on the camel's back as monumental greed. Do we talk golf course or do we talk hospital? Do we talk leisure for the rich or dignified lives and livelihoods for an indigenous population?  John Howlett, RYE, -- GB
Dear Sir I understand that the lucrative lure of this proposed development is so very tempting. I know it is easy to say money isn't everything if you have enough; less so when lack of money is evident. And yet there are still some things on this Earth that have an intrinsic value higher than the $. Please be the best and wisest you can be. Thank you. Carrie  Carrie Harris, Shoreham by Sea, -- GB
My wife and I choose our holiday destinations largely because of the wildlife we hope to see. Heavy resort development will rule an island out of our choices.  James Piggins, Inverurie, -- GB
Mr Premier, Whereas the new resort would bring in new revenue to the Islands it is also imperative that native wetlands be protected against rampant over-development which will cause many native species to disappear completely. If it is at possible, find a way to divert the development to another region/area that is not so ecologically and biologically sensitive. It is for the sake of your own country that this is asked, think of the generations to come that may neber have the opportunity to see all the magificent crwatures that inhabit this vital area, how would you feel if you were the one responsible for allowing it to disappear completely never to be enjoyed by anyone in its natural and pristine state!? For the sake of your country and its people please reconsider allowing development of this sensitive area.  David Thomas, Seattle, WA US
please do not develop beef island, leave it un-developed,for your own people to enjoy, and give me a reason to visit ,your country.  ian hurst, barrow in furness, -- GB
Please don't destroy such wonderful beauty for human greed. Humanity has destroyed enough of this wonderful world, don't destroy any more.  Julie Prokipczyn, Bathgate, -- GB
Please stop the destruction of our beautiful planet in the name of greed and profit.  Dawn Stephenson, Ashington, Northumberland, -- GB
It is disappointing that you are prepared to lose an abundant and rare habitat in order to make Beef Island just like almost every other island on planet Earth - a brief amusement for the wealthy. I pity you for your ignorance.  Elizabeth Gurney, Penzance, -- GB
We trust you as custodian of some of the world's most unique and special natural treasures. Please take care of them, on behalf of your children and ours.  Deborah Allen, Cambridge, -- GB
Why are people so keen to destroy our plant  Gillian Kenworthy, Lees Oldham Lancashire, -- GB
In the big scheme of things, we don't need no stinking resorts. Neither do you.  Victoria Loschiavo, Mentor, OH US
I have vacationed many times in the BVI and relish its unspoiled qualities and generally careful control of development. I am shocked that the government of the BVI wants to allow this large-scale development on Beef Island. Amongst other things, a golf course requires a lot of water, which is a scarce commodity in the BVI. I believe you have an ethical and environmental responsibility to protect this unique environment and to prevent its development. This change in direction would set a dangerous precedent.  Susan Shields, Santa Barbara, CA US
It is really stupid of mankind to develop the whole world just to make money they will be sorry when we all sufur for it.  Elija Valdez, Golden, CO US
Remove the BEEF from Beef Island...keep it natural.  Jeff Dearman, Winchester, MA US
Please agree to quash to Beef Island planning consent without going to trial! Thank you.  Valerie Sacks, Los Angeles, CA US
Please leave that Island alone, protect it, and give that Island a chance to live. To put houses and such would destroy that GEM big time. Reconsider keeping this Island a Virgin in it's own right. Thank you.  Carla Meyer, Quincy, IL US
save this beautiful country  Melissa Sproul-singh, Milledgeville, GA US
While this development project will provide some jobs it will in the process destroy so much that can never be recovered. The earth deserves better.  E. Francis Kohler, San Francisco, CA US
It used to be said, when defending new construction, that one could not fight progress. Using this same tactic, I say, while defending the environment, that one cannot fight progress. In other words, the spirit of the times these days-- the NEW progress-- is conservation.  Sam McIlrath, New Smyrna, FL US
Every link in the Eco-System is vital to the world chain of living organism, high or low. I just today on a pleasure ride in Marina Del Ray, California, viewed the depressing landscape of over building of weetlands for Condoes, and other building speculations. Years(10) it was weetland for birds and water eco systems, today it's paved ,build and congested with car pollution. It must begin to turn the other way, before we destroy the very core of life wich sustain both animal and human existence in the not so near future. Let's keep what we have left sacred, and learn to live with in reasonable substance of hotel and golf courses we already have claimed landtracts for to the exesses for the few..  elizabeth hestevold, Burbank, CA US
Beef Island is an ecologically important area in the British Virgin Islands (BVI) complete with live corals (including the endangered Elkhorn Coral), one of the most important mangrove systems, precious salt ponds and the Hans Creek Lagoon System - all integral parts of the island's ecosystem and local fishing economy. Rare and elusive species of wildlife, including Caribbean roseate flamingos and West Indian whistling-ducks, depend on Beef Island habitat for their survival. Please stop "threatening the existence of this world treasure!" This is the reason why we should keep our beautiful home - Earth - intact and better it for future generations. >>>  shani cea, Miami, FL US
All of the physical world is in a health crisis. I am concerned that all critically important ecosystems, all protected areas remain that way; protected. Our oceans are at such a desperate state that we must all do all that we can to help heal and protect the world's coastlines and ecosystems which help sustain sea life. Please protect against any and all marine environments around Beef Island in the British Virgin Islands.  Lynda Bagot-Parker, Selma, OR US
Plaese listen to the voice of the people. As a species, we have already caused enough carnage to this planet. NO MORE!!!  Cathy Clements, Liverpool, -- GB
You have the power to do the right thing.  MARY GREENWOOD, LANCASHIRE, -- GB
Hopefully you have read this letter a few times by now and possibly you are about ready to throw it in the recycling bin, and that's fine but if at some point you could take a long look at what you have and I probably will never see for real, you really are very fortunate to be there.  Sonya Exton, Wickham Market, -- GB
This complex will destroy a paradise on Earth, just for the love of money.  Ronald Huxford, Bognor Regis, -- GB
HUMAN GREED.  carl burrett, london, -- GB
Why would anyone want to visit this hotel development knowing that it has been built at the expense of important wildlife habitats? Stop the madness.  Clare Oxborrow, London, -- GB
one planet. one chance. are we losing it?  penelope burrett, london, -- GB
You know how precious a jewel your Beef Island is. You can protect it from effective destruction at least until rising sea levels cover it.  Magdalen Hewitt-Bray, Crewe, -- GB
Continued destruction of the environment, consumption of resources appears to be the rule. - in pursuit of votes and pandering to busines interests. I am against this obviously What will be left for your children or childrens chidren if you have any. Once it is gone its gone You have legal protection to prevent this. What do you think this legal protection is for? Do the right thing  Gordon Wilson, Edinburgh, -- GB
This endeavor will cause mass destruction to the local habitat. It simply can not go ahead if you mean to protect this area and see it flourish. Places of such diversity and beauty should be treasured for all time.  Charlotte Maxen, St.Albans, -- GB
Why would you allow your environment to be torn up? Just for profit? What an asinine thing to do!  Charlie Hogue, Cedar Rapids, IA US
Dear Sir, Please consider a smaller complex, that is, if your beautiful island really does 'need' a complex such as this. If, however, you consider your island unique and decide against such development, future history will record your decision.  cheryl bush, brixham, -- GB
Playgrounds for the wealthy can be healthy but not at the expense of such as Beef Island.  Donna Marcialis, Winter Park, FL US
plase stop i care a great deal about marine life connor age 12  connor thorn, birmingham, -- GB
I would like to add on a more personal note, that I live in the Bahamas and I know first hand how destructive over development can be on the environment as we too fight a similar battle. The governments of our island nations don't seem to realize that our greatest resources are the pristine waters beaches and natural habitat, and think that we need to be the next Las Vegas with Mega hotels and casinos and golf courses. The secret to our survival as tourist destinations lies in all our natural assets not the concrete jungles that most folk are trying to escape. Just reading about Beef Island makes me want to visit and I already live in the Caribbean! Please Prime Minister re-think your options.  Lesley Darby, Nassau, -- BS
we need trees, not factories!  Nathan Treacher, galway, -- IE
once gone it gone please think about that?  mark(shaggy0 williams, Ruthin, -- GB
Please help conserve our diminishing natural environment! Developers are destroying so much.  Robin Evans, Reading, -- GB
This site is a Premier Wildlife Site  WILDLIFE HELPLINE NATIONAL SERVICE, Lincoln, -- GB
We have 2 grandchildren, who love the ocean. Our hope is that there will be fewer unspoiled places for them and their children to go. Pleae do what you can to save this area for future generations....thank you...  Pat Yeakley, Leucadia, CA US
Please don't let this happen! The British Virgin Islands are so beautiful and the ecosystem is vital for so many species. The proposed hotel, marina and golf course will completely destroy this beautiful treasure that you have and once it is gone, it is gone forever!  Margo Raprager, Franklinton, NC US
Nature is not a comodoty stop treating it as if it is. Keep the Virgin Islands virginal and healthy  Vicki Jeffery, Stevenage, -- GB
You will never be able to get such a precious resource back if you allow its destruction.  Valerie Wrght, Crewe, -- GB
As a life-long resident of St. John, I have visited the BVI for half a century. This scale of development on Beef Island would be a tragedy of global, not just regional, importance. PLEASE, NO!  Eleanor Gibney, St. John, VI US
Dear Premier O'Neal, I'm adding my name to this petition because I think the core reason people would want to visit your beautiful island is just that! It's a BEAUTIFUL island with a multitude of differing environments for its respective wildlife and ecosystems. Please respect the beautiful land that you inhabit and have been elected to care for. Further development is NOT the way forward for your environment, wildlife/marinelife and tourism, as we want to see the natural wonders that Beef Island has to offer, not more concrete developments. Please consider mine and everyone elses pleas NOT to go ahead with further developments. Thank you. Sarah Sullivan England  Sarah Sullivan, Letchworth Garden City, -- GB
There are enough five-star hotels! Stop this massive destruction please!  Nathalie Patry, PARIS, -- FR
Lots of things are more important than profit and this is one of them. Once destroyed we won't be able to retrieve this - hands off!  Jennifer Tynan, Chew Stoke, -- GB
There are plenty of hotels already - plenty of all the money-consuming places. You don't need anymore; for the sake of the world, consider appreciation of nature as priceless and more valuable than money and profits. In reality, which will last longer and benefit your family? The existence of a healthy, beautiful world, or a piece of paper or little coin? Granted, that paper will sustain food on the table - but how much do you need? Do you need so much to destroy something as important to the animals, life, and the world?  Yukimi Mills, Greensburg, IN US
Think long term not quick profit.Set a sweet savor in the mouths of all who think,visit or hear about Beef Island British Virgin Islands protect and nurture a health environment for eternity.  Will Agee, El Cajon, CA US
Please limit development that threatens ecosystems. Visiting the Virgin Islands is on my list of things to do!  Linda M. Jagielo, Bismarck, ND US
There are more important things in life than money and material values. Creatures rely on the more responsible of us to care about their future.  Jennifer Wilson, West Bromwich, -- GB
You could earn far more money from eco-tourism than building yet another hotel destroying more pristine habitat.  Mararet Garofall, Stafford, -- GB
If the scenery gets ugly - people will go elsewhere and you can kiss your tourism $$$$ goodbye!!!!  iyanola josephmenard, Petaluma, CA US
I would be willing to donate money to keep the marine environment around Beef Island intact.  Kenneth Swanson, Pierson, FL US
I had not considered the British Virgin Islands as a holiday destination, but would do so now because of its diverse ecosystem. If you build on such a large area and destroy so much I think you will lose a lot of tourists.  Beryl Lovett, Hastings, -- GB
I implore you to save Beef Island, as we simply cannot let big business take away the livelihoods and precious eco systems, that help to main the worlds marine life and so much morel. Please put the tropical forests before we lose them for good and the generations to come.  Margaret Hodson, Bristol, -- GB
Please stop putting finance over ecology  joanne higgins, dewsbury, -- GB
Haven't we destroyed enough?  Patricia Moloney, Co. Kerry, -- IE
Can't we keep any land pristine? why do we need another golf course?  Jane Gaudette, Worcester, MA US
We have more than enough resorts for rich people to show off their riches. Do something that will benefit everyone and protect this area's environment.  Philip E.L. Greene, Fairborn, OH US
please don't let this development happen as it will destroy valuable wildlife and their habiat  sonia emmett, camborne, -- GB
Please don't destroy the pristine marine environment. Who needs a golf course in the BVI? Leave the fragile mangroves alone. Let them remain as habitat for juvenile fish and birds.  Karin Ytterberg, Knivsta, -- SE
By protecting Beef Island from short sighted development you will ensure a greater benefit from fisheries and eco-tourism.  Mindy Phypers, Cedar Park, TX US
Sir. The responsibility of this place rests with YOU. You have a duty to look after it and preserve it for future generations to enjoy.  terry lambert, bideford, -- GB
I haven't even gone there yet! Keep it beautiful!  Kea Seaman, Lake Oswego, OR US
I was disgusted when i heard about this propsed development and the effects it would have on the local wildlife who depend on the island as a home and as source to provide them with food. A development that cannot and should not go ahead.  Daniel Foster, chester, -- GB
Once the development goes ahead there will never be any turning back, even if the resort fails, the damage will have been done, for ever and ever....  Jeremy Holloway, Totnes, -- GB
Mangrove are very important in saving environment from flooding recent evidence in Cyclone hit Myanmar , Eluned Hurn  Eluned Hurn, Brecon Powys   Wales, -- GB
The more we develop, the more the entire ecosystem fails.  Christiana Kruk, Northampton, PA US
I urge you and your government to grab the opportunity to lead the world in help saving itself from destroying itself. Out country could use a good role model.  Phyllis Smith, Fort Sam Houston, TX US
Please, please don't let the important natural resource of this island be destroyed by commercial development - thank you  gerry thompson, Shoreham by Sea, -- NL
Don't ley greed make your country lose the best & most important part of your country your land by sellingout to a big resort.  Rosemary Graf, Cummington, MA US
Besides being an affront to the sustainability of the natural island structure, no one will be traveling anywhere after the next decade so forget about any development schemes. You will be investing your money away.  paul cunningham, So Portland, ME US
This sensitive area should not be the location of yet another resort. With the threats facing our wildlands, we need to focus on preservation and limiting further expansion of development.  Sherri Schelk, Orangevale, CA US
Please don't destroy your heritage.  James Fitzgerald, Hemet, CA US
no more resorts  Debbie peterson, Jackson, NJ US
Greed is no excuse for the destruction of such an important ecosystem.  Cristy Murray, Oregon City, OR US
Please leave the islands alone  Walelu Banda, Hemet, CA US
The very last thing the earth needs is more development. Isn't it obvious yet the damage mankind has done to the earth and its other species of life?  Patricia Archuleta, Reno, NV US
Without the valuble resorces and flora/fuana of these islands, we'd have nothing. Why should inoccent creature have to suffor from human greed?  Andria D., Mc Kinney, TX US
Save the marine environment  Nelson Dowler, Stow, OH US
Stop thinking about what you will gain financially, and let us enjoy nature.  Maribel Pineda, london, -- GB
You must realize that the whole world has a stake in this environ, so I am urging you to take protective measures in your delicate Beef Island environment.  Carter Keane, Eugene, OR US
It is imperative that protecting the environment of The British Virgin Islands take priority over destructive development that would annihilate the pristine and natural wonders that the BVI has been so blessed with. Beef Island should remain the crucial sanctuary that it is to wild and marine life in the Eastern Caribbean.  Marianne Caruso, Roselle, NJ US
Let the wild places stay wild; there are so few of them left.  Jan Novotny, Jacksonville Beach, FL US
The "economic benefit" of this undertaking pales in comparison to the environmental disaster it will create. Destroying the environmental heritage of the BVI will contribute to the decline in visitors already being felt by the hotels due to the cruise ship invasions.  Bruce Ellmann, Chester, NJ US
Did you know how important mangroves are for the ocean??? My son who is in 3rd grade knows the importance of mangrove for the ocean. Look up the information and see for yourself.  Violet Cera, Miami, FL US
The decimation of natural beauty and wildlife has to stop now. Just because a place is gorgeous doesn't mean that we as humans need to capitilize on it by catering to the multi-billion resort corporations. Such places should be protected for our childrens future and for everyone to enjoy in its natural state. Not only that, but such mangroves and habitats are vital to maintaining a healthy ecosystem worldwide. That in itself should be of utmost importance to save it from destruction and desecration. Too many natural wonders are disappearing in our world today at an alarming rate. Lets not make Beef Island another casualty.  Jolynn Gradt-Piper, Everett, WA US
Beef Island is such a very special place. There are so few left in the world that are unspoiled. The mangrove ecosystem is the LAST one in the British Virgin Islands!!!! Is it's destruction necessary? Don't people visit because of the natural and special beauty??? One more hotel and golf course is not in any way as valuable as this ecosystem!!! Please think about what will happen to all the diversity of wildlife that depend on this system! This is irreplaceable!!! PLEASE, DON'T LET THIS BE DEVELOPED!!!  Susan Kepner, Hampton, NH US

Coral Reefs are dramatically disappearing across the globe. Why hasten the process? Our global ecosystem is fragile.  Rhonda Peters, Carpinteria, CA US
This development must be stopped!  Harry Pariser, SF, CA US
This development must be stopped  peter Dailey, Webster, NY US
Please protect this beautiful island. I have enjoyed my many visits to the BVIs. They are unique in the world.  Diane Thompson, Encinitas, CA US
I have lived and worked in the Virgin Islands for the past three years. You may be familiar with ATN, Inc. and / or Choice Communications run by Neil Prior. Your islands have no equal in the world, and I say that as one who has traveled the world. Please do not allow the subject development. The world has too much development as it is. Thank you.  Larry Winfield, Roswell, GA US
let's help the needs.  Jill Burnett, ooltewah, TN US
Our beautiful world is dissapearing under 'development'. Please keep this precious place as nature intended it to be- not polluted by man.  Kay Roche, Kilkenny, -- IE
Please help us to protect Nature!  joelle coudriou, paris, -- FR
Lets try to keep this bit of the world natural.  Mark Jarret, Aberdeen, -- GB
Dear Sir Choose to be different dont build yet another golf course there are too many all over the world and they all look the same. Make use of your beautiful natural habitat and the wildlife that depend upon it this is what makes your island different from other palces - dont destroy it.  Susan Rees, Dundee, -- GB
I am absolutely appalled at the plans for developments on Beef Island. Today more than ever, we as a world community should be alert to the fact that our Earth is a fragile place. We have a choice as to whether we want to nurture it or destroy it. I implore you to chose the former of these options.  Susanna Larsson, London, -- GB
We have to stop this sort of indulgent development. Is a round of golf more important than a life.  Jo Platt, Manchester, -- GB
we have enough big hotels and marinas it is time for ecological tourism!  Bee Berwing, E.r., -- GB
golf courses we have more than enough, functioning and extraordinary ecosystems we do not.  Tanya Langenhorst, Southampton, -- GB
We need this ecosystem more than we need another hotel! Save Beef Island!  Gemma Keohane, Somerset, -- GB
We have less and less space for wildlife and habitats - we have to protect what we have left for the health of the whole planet, including us.  Susan Kneill-Boxley, Stafford, -- GB
our earth is at a frgile enough state at the moment we don't need to make matters worse. we should be protecting species / wildlife not making it even harder to exist!!! not everything in life should be about money!!  simone sweeney, manchester, -- GB
There is no many beautiful places like this left in our planet these days, Please for God sake save it. I rather visit an ecologically beautiful place and sleep on the open beach than having another resort there. Why are we working oursleves towards our extinction. Please,please say no to the resort.  Dehab Embaye, London, -- GB
The British Virgin Islands are one of the last natural beauty sites left in the world it should be protected from unnecessary over development. It should be enhanced and utilised in a fashion that will benefit not only the islands but the culture and people of the islands.  wendy williams, Tiverton, -- GB
Please think about the impact of your actions, consider all options.  Scott Cornwell, Bolton, -- GB
Keep Beef Island the way it is; any change will severely threaten the delicate ecosystem & marinelife. Let's keep Beef Island one of Nature's Little Secrets.  Ada Manfredi, Roselle, NJ US
At risk of a cliche, nature first!  Christian maj, None, -- DK
please help to retain the wild and natural beauty around Beef Island. I am worried that our children and other generations to come,wont have the same planet to live on if we keep destroying it now.  lisa strang van den heuvel, oakham, -- GB
We must learn to share this planet and not consume it.  Debra Lieberman, Pittsburgh, PA US
Please save the most important mangrove system in the BVI and the tropical forest.I am sure many people will come to Beef island to see this.  Karin Roberts, Maidenhead, -- GB
I have had lots of beautiful holidays in this Bay, please don;t let this happen the Island will be so spoilt.  Audrey Ellis, Huddersfield, -- GB
While I understand the need for economic development for the BVI, it cannot come at the expense of another ecosystem. Learn from previous mistakes and treat this island with the respect and care for it to survive. Thank you.  Peggy Blackman, New Orleans, LA US
Please, please do not destoy this beautiful island!!  Linda Isaac, East Wittering, -- GB
Dont be greedy, sir. Let nature alone!  Columba Moore, North Fond Du Lac, WI US
nothing should be built there because it belongs to the residence of the beef island care 2 should write a letter to the government of beef island stop this immiediattley before it goes any further  MILAN KOTHARI, Middlesex London, -- GB
Is it all for the money????  Juliana van Niekerk, Grasland. Ten Acres, -- ZA
A coastal dweller all my life, the romance of the Virgin Islands has long driven a wish to visit, to see for myself. Please protect this "one only" place for me and all the future guests who would come for the combination of sea, sky, plants, birds, animals and sealife found nowhere else.  Patricia Matejcek, Santa Cruz, CA US
Once these underwater marvels are gone, they are gone forever. T. Lucas  Tracy Lucas, Chicago, IL US
PLEASE don't allow this destruction! Once it's destroyed, you can't take that decision back - it's gone for good. We have so few pristine places left in the world! PLEASE please please preserve this one.  Imogen Taylor, Brooklyn, NY US
The end of cheap oil now upon us will impact on the consumerist lifestyle. A more strategic approach for the economy of the British Virgin Islands is already needed; very soon it will be recognized as both desirable, and economically viable by comparison with air transport tourism.  David Cross, London, -- GB
The mangroves help to protect and buffer the islands from natural water disasters. You will deeply need them.  Jill Canney, Somerset, -- GB
There are enough resorts, casino and hotels in the world! There is no need to destroy unique ecosystem to please some rich spoiled snobs!  Elena Makhova-scharf, Cincinnati, OH US
Greed...its ruining our planet  William Horne, Opelika, AL US
Let's NOT let greed ruin our world!!!!  Cindi Davis, Redding, CA US
The Virgin Islands should not throw away one of its finest treasures for the sake of a few dollars.  Paddy Forbes-Durnin, Dundee, -- GB
Some places are meant to be left alone - and this is one of them.  kari sorger, Edmonds, WA US
we have to protect the planet  barrillon david, Nice, -- FR

Please, lets save the marine environment around Beef Island on the British V.I. This is important to our eco-system. If we continue to decimate the mangrove ecosystems, we will continue to destroy our environmental and wildlife habitat for future generations.  Sandra Deel, Stewartstown, PA US
In the insatiable quest to make a profit,we are losing ,every day, the beauty of a natural,untouched paradise and the creatures who inhabit it. Another mammoth resort and golf course is not desirable.  simon mcqueen, conwall-hudson, NY US
WE MUST SAVE EVERY SQUARE INCH OF ENVIRONMENT WE CAN. We are in serious trouble on this earth and our time may be up. PLEASE HELP YOURSELF AND THE REST OF CIVILIZATION!  karen clarke, lancaster, CA US
Please stop destroying our nature reserves. There are enough resorts in the world to service everyone already. We need our natural resources. Judy Reinhart  Judy Reinhart, Lloydminster, -- CA
Please excuse what may seem like a foreign intrusion, but the world belongs to us all and we cannot afford to be stymied by artificial boundaries. Thank you for your consideration.  Karla Henderson, Palmdale, CA US
Please think about how important it is to keep a balance of nature. If you lose nature, you will lose the very tourists who come to see it.  Maria Maguire, Philadelphia, PA US
Please do all you can to protect these priceless habitats.  Carol Joan Patterson, Eureka Springs, AR US
The British Virgin Islands are beautiful and unique because they are unspoilt.  Bhamini Patel, LIVERPOOL, -- GB
Time after time, developers try, in the words of Joni Mitchell's song, to "take paradise and put up a parking lot", building urban blighted hotels that ruin the environment and natural beauty that was the attraction in the first place! As global warming progresses, the ecological value of these areas will become even more important for sequestering carbon dioxide, and to produce seafood for the world. Do not let this commercial development ruin an important mangrove ecosystem habitat which has also been shown to be an important line of defense against hurricanes and oceanic storms.  Mark Kissinger, Monument, CO US
Save the Earth which sustains ALL of us!!!  JJ Johnson, Rodeo, CA US
protect the earth!  jill riser, redway, CA US
I do not believe that an ecologically important area should even be considered for development. Haven't we destroyed enough in the name of money?  Lori Gabe, Hickory, NC US
WE HAVE ENOUGH PLACES TO VACATION, THIS IS ALL ABOUT GREED!!! SAVE THE ENVIRONMENT!  ROBERT & REGINA HALEY, SEMMES, AL US
for the sake of our future and our childrens future please take heed to this appeal, you will be making a huge difference to the survival of this planet, thankyou  steve parkin, cardigan, -- GB
I¥m from Denmark, where almost all wildlife is gone, because of farming and polution. You should think twice about sacrificing vulnerable nature for money. You will miss it, when it`s gone...  Ronjia Nellemann, Hjoerring, -- DK
One hundred percent of the appeal of your islands is that there are still extensive pristine areas---untouched by "development". Please stop this, and have the courage which your position demands. Thank you.  Elizabeth Simon, Santa Fe, NM US
why use a beautifully ecologic place for some rubbish resort.  gordon hunter, hastings, -- GB
How many resorts do the rich need  Paul Shultz, Aliquippa, PA US
I love to snorkel and appreciate the pristine coral reefs in the Caribbean, please protect them from development.  CJ Truesdale, Wheaton, IL US
Stop the development, but help them with money for the last income from the development. This will make them consider. With a smoll ammount I am happy to help.  Tibor Illes, Garden Grove, CA US
oui  zamouche abderrahmane, Constantine, -- DZ
enough is enough  Brian Murphy, west drayton, -- GB
No one will visit once the water is ruined. When snorkeling only reveals coral skeletons and the water is growing algae from fertilizers and so forth. The rich have no soul.  paul vanness, chapel Hill, NC US
Do the right thing. The world depends on you.  Christina Haggerty, Los Angeles, CA US
Please reconsider doing this? Why destroy such natural god given beauty for rich so-and-sos who know the price of everything and value of nothing.  Diane Guest, Irvine, -- GB
Keep what we have left nice in the world better than we found it.  Jon Nowak, Albany, NY US
Please protect this precious eco system.  Julie Kozel, Morrow, OH US
Lets protect this vitally important habitat.  Steve Conrad, Henrietta, MO US
Thank you!  Riad Yakzan, Ukiah, CA US
Don't the rich have enough Disneyland-like playgrounds in the Caribbean already?? More of these mega-resorts will soon make all of the Caribbean a wasteland devoid of the natural splendor for which it is in fact known and loved.  Scott Vickers, Denver, CO US
Keep the Brittish Virgin Islands virgin.  Katherine Horton, Tulsa, OK US
you need to think of what you are doing before its to late and we get to the point of no return  Craig Martin, london, -- GB
The earth's natural beauty can easily and quickly be destroyed, but never replaced. Please give this planet the respect it deserves. As physics has proven, there is no "hierarchy" in matter--everything is made of the same energy "stuff." Respect all the life around you. If may change your paradigm.  Lori Stone, Winnetka, IL US
save the earth, protect the nature!!! go to NY or LA but don't do it on the remaining paradises of our planet  daniel lima, rio de janeiro, -- BR
please find somewhere else to build your resort , this area is marine protected  Diana Yates, Hillcrest, -- AU
I have a far better idea than this ill-advised resort development: Surely, this could be used as a splendid opportunity for eco-tourism of the given area (walkways built in feasible areas, touring by boat where not), but based from other nearby islands. And the necessary restrictions would be put in place, like strict laws against littering or dumping garbage. Surely the revenue from eco-touring would surpass in a year or two (once people discovered what you have there with the aid of advertising) what you'd make in 6 mo. after four years of building an expensive resort that eats up resources, messes up the water supply and essentially destroys a precious eco-system - and allows no opportunities for children (or anyone else) to learn about nature. There are fewer such pristine places every year, or every decade. Let's preserve them, for heaven's sake!  Beth Kaplan, Worcester, MA US
Please don't ruin the beauty of this natural treasure by allowing development there. There has already been so much destruction of the ecosytem in that area. There can be no doubt that a building of a resort would be devastating to the ecosystem.  Periel Kaczmarek, North Hollywood, CA US
More resorts for the rich. Let them put a resort in Detroit.  Charles Laird, Garden Grove, CA US
For over 30 years my family has vacationed in the British Virgin Islands, sometimes on Tortola, sometimes on Virgin Gorda, and once on Anegada. We have deplored the destruction of the natural environment and consided the proposed Beef Island development tragic.  Elizabeth Shipley, Narberth, PA US
I hope you will do all you can do to protect Beef Island and this unique environment! Thank you in advance for putting the earth above profits!  Dian Killian, Brooklyn, NY US
It must be dificult to weigh the immediate economic benefits of such development against the long term environmental impact. Please think of the future of the pristine gem you have responsibility for.  John Hirtle, N. Hollywood, CA US
Once our delicate ecosystems are destroyed they are nearly impossible to renew. This flora and fauna have to be protected and be sustained.  Deanna Richards, Ajax, ON CA
It's just the right thing to do.  Paul Foppe, Cary, IL US
WE ARE HERE TO PROTECT THE EARTH AND IT'S CREATURES.EVERY TIME A SPECIES IS WIPED OUT WE GET CLOSER TO OUR OWN EXTINCTION. EVERY LIVING THING WAS PUT ON THIS EARTH FOR A REASON AND HAS THE RIGHT TO BE PROTECTED.WE ARE SUPPOSED TO BE THE CARETAKERS OF THE EARTH NOT THE TERMINATORS.PLEASE SUPPORT S.2316 TO PERMANENTLY PROTECT THE ARCTIC NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE..IF NOT FOR OUR GENERATION THAN FOR OUR CHILDREN'S GENERATION. THANKYOU...SINCERELY MARILYN A QUINN  MARILYN QUINN, OCALA, FL US
There are plenty of places for hotels and golf courses. There are few places with such resplendent ecosystems as you have surrounding Beef Island.  Charles Cooley, Columbus, OH US
It is time to start taking care of our world before it is too late. Wake up!!!!  Audrey Moore, Belleville, QC CA
Short term profits for a few. In return the World suffers. Amazing what greed can do to a human being. Sub-human is the only word that comes to mind.  Brian Bauska, Scappoose, OR US
The British Virgin Islands are a beautiful, natural tropical paradise. Part of the allure of these islands is the natural, untouched ecology. The tropical forests, mangroves and coral reefs are essential to maintain a balance between man's influence and nature. The Carribean has been vastly overdeveloped to this point, and will lose much of it's beauty and draw if further destructive development is allowed to continue. Let the islands, the wildlife, and nature keep some of what it needs to to maintain the balance. There are plenty of luxuirous five star resorts, golf courses, and tourism. Encourage only eco-friendly and responsible development. Those are the only resorts I visit.  Erin O'Brien, Ocala, FL US
We need to help preserve this beauty from mother nature  Daffne Gonzalez, South San Francisco, CA US
Please preserve what we have left nature for its sake as well as the sake of future generations to enjoy and be filled with wonder by it!  Rory Reiss, New Oxford, PA US
Why on earth would you want to destroy such a wonderful ecosystem for another resort and golf course. We must protect what wildlife we have left on this planet. We must never forget we are not the only living beings trying to survive on this planet.  Carolee Hill, Oceanside, CA US
Dear Premier O'Neal: I have been a visitor to BVI and found the remote, undeveloped islands and venues the most lovely around. The underwater life was amazing in the region. Please do not allow one of the few unspoiled regions of the world to be further lost to unnecessary development which is destroying our global environment. We must save the wildlife habitat of these precious fauna and flora. Thank you. Best regards, Michelle Moebius, Manhattan Beach, CA, USA  MICHELLE MOEBIUS, Manhattan BEach, CA US
When my family and I go on vacation we look for nature. We vacation in the islands often, but we NEVER look for a resort because we don't get the flavor of the island that way. Eco-Tourism is the way to go, not a resort! Let a company that will take care of your island do business there, not some-one interested in big profits!  Bj Wallace, Burke, VA US
Please leave this natural beauty untouched  Don Salsburg, Barnegat, NJ US
This marine environment cannot be replaced - it is imperative that everything be done to preserve what now benefits the entire ecosystem.  Jeanne Deller, Issaquah, WA US
If development of this marina proceeds, the ecology of Beef Island will be destroyed, alongwith the breath taking views of pristine waters. Help us save our world ecosystems and preserve natural habitats of the marine life. Thank YOU!  Jeff Donovan, Hagersville, ON CA
Please work to protect the marine environment around Beef Islands on the British Virgin Islands. Sincerely, Sheri Strite  Sheri Strite, Portland, OR US
Think about the creatures that first got here. This is their home and if you make that resort it will make a dramatic effect!  Ellarc Ian Wayn Ocampo, Quezon City, -- PH
i hope you have some nobility of character, so you would not do this  Osama Abu Aisheh, Zarqa, -- JO
Please do not allow your beautiful marine and mangrove ecosystems to be destroyed. I'd much prefer to stay in an eco-friendly hut and enjoy the unspoiled beauty than have it all ruined for a golf course, marina, and overpriced, hoity toity hotel! Thank you.  Lisa Allen, Pittsburg, TX US
until the last tree has been cut down, until the last stream has been poisoned; only then will you realise YOU CANNOT EAT MONEY (First Nation proverb) Mr O Neal  michael daly, galway, -- IE
Dear Premier Please help to protect your unique environment  Allen Lamey, Leeds, -- GB
The marine wildlife of the world is under enough threat without this sort of devolpment . We need a healthy marine ecology and man has done enough damage so please do not go ahead but think of the long term , if you destroy the sea life you are destroying 1 of the reasons for tourist,s to visit so it will be counter productive  Nathan Collins, Blandford Forum, -- GB
I don't even want to imagine the damage to the ecosystem that would be caused by the proposed project. Just say no!  Nancy Jo Cornett, Sadieville, KY US
i object on this 5 star hotel  mujtaba tahir, london, -- GB
Please consider the environmental impact. Is a quick buck now really worth the long term environmental cost.  Liz Heale, Cardiff, -- GB
This is a treasure that must be saved Its integral role in sustaining the life of this vital marine area is non-negotiable. Without it, the reasons that people want to visit this area (and the resorts from which developers hope to make huge profits) will disappear along with life within and without the water. this project truly kills the goose that lays the golden egg. If for no other reason than sheer greed, wake up and save this precious ecosystem without which all is lost. Stupidity and ignorance will be no excuse when the next generation demands to know "What were you thinking?" Money can't buy a healthy ocean, and there won't be a place to hide once greed has had its way.  Martha Milne, Ft. Myers, FL US
I know the short term financial gains are very attractive; but in the long run your citizen and the environment will be worse off than it is now. Please think before you act.  FREDDE HOLLMAN, CLEVELAND, OH US
thank you for your time.  billie ray martin, berlin, -- DE
It's always greedy developers, corporations etc. who want to destroy the last bit of paradise.  Anne Morkel, Mulbarton, -- ZA
Two roads diverged in a wood, and I-- I took the one less traveled by, And that has made all the difference. Robert Frost, The Road Not Taken US poet (1874 - 1963)  Ian Worlock, Orcheston, -- GB
What are you folks thinking? It can't be, 'Gee that's just what the world needs right now, another ecological nightmare to clean up.'  Thelma D. Thompson, Ann Arbor, MI US
It's disgusting that once again money is being put infront of ecological concerns.  adriana acevedo, london, -- GB
Mr. O'Neal: There are very few pristine places left in the world. The British Virgin Islands is one of them. Please don't let the developers ruin its important wildlife refuges and ecosystems.  Collin Korf, Lake Mary, FL US
Please conserve special areas!  lelia Maffey, Penzace, -- GB
I know that the Golf Complex will bring money in, But what is more important? a game of golf or the permanent destruction of the local habitats and ecosytems which can NEVER be replaced. DO YOU CARE ENOUGH?.  Andrew Barnes, London, -- GB
May God bless you for protecting this marine environment.  Marla Herzog, Warsaw, IL US
once they are gone they are gone never to return  eleanor alexander, cardiff, -- GB
There arn't that many place in this world to escape the "man made environments", so we should keep natural environments clean from developement so we can enjoy it's natural beauty, and to destroy it only to fill people's pockets with Money, don't let em get filthy rich as we stand back and watch.  Alexa Young, Hellertown, PA US
Don't pave paradise with hotels. Once the natural ecosystem is gone, it's gone forever; all we'll have left are mile after mile of hotels and parking lots - ugh! When are we going to stop being so stupid?  Marie Brown, Baldwin, NY US
protect our wild life so YOUR children can benefit too.  Jessica Healey, Xxxxxxxxxxx, -- GB
THE MARINE ENVIRONMENT IS MORE IMPORTANT THAN A NEW VACATION RESORT ! WHO WOULD WANT TO GO ON VACATION WHERE EVERY LIVING THING WAS WIPED OUT IN THE PROCESS OF MAKING THE ENVIRONMENT COMFORTABLE FOR A BUNCH OF LAZY HUMANS ? SINCERELY, MR. KENNETH DOUGLAS.  KENNY DOUGLAS, PORTLAND, OR US
Road Town is already overcrowded with the roads overwhelmed by traffic. I would hate to see Tortola become another St. Thomas.  Greg Johnson, Titusville, NJ US
More pristinie ecosystem and less development, please.  Marilyn Gabor, Baltimore, MD US
Please stop doing harm to our ecology. We do not need more development if marine life is not protected.  Migdalia Agostini, Vega Baja, -- PR
Eco-tourism will be very badly effected if a large resort is built in such a wilderness treasure. Please protect your lovely wilderness. Thank you.  Dorothy Riegel, Alexandria, VA US
Every island deserves respect, not any or every money making deal that comes down the pike. I find when money is the bottom line (and it usually is), the whole corporation business is sickening and corrupt.  Mollie Montes, Columbia, SC US
There are enough resorts in this world...we don't need another one...  Kimberley Buckley, Anaheim, CA US
For God Sake not another resort!!!!!!!!!!!!We need to safe and protect our planet and her eco systemSTOP BEING STUPID!!!!!!!!!!!!  Sylvia Stewart, Brisbane, CA US
please help preserve this area. thanks! ;)  dawn delph, waldorf, MD US
I was just in BVI on vacation with my family in March of this year. The area is a wonderful place and I hope that you do all you can to protect it so that my children can continue to enjoy return visits to its unspoiled beauty.  Anthony Doherty, Round Hill, VA US
There are already so many lovely resorts, golf courses, etc around the world. The number of these continue to grow. Ecosystems like those found on Beef Island however are on a decline, being destroyed regularly in the face of this development. With the loss of habitat we also see a loss of the wildlife that depends on it. Whenever a resort or similar place is built in these places, the very thing that is often the draw to them, the beautiful environment and creatures that call it home, is rapidly destroyed until it becomes just another resort. Rather than develop up yet another place, please help preserve the treasure that this place is now.  Beth Kennedy, Champaign, IL US
I can't believe you could consider giving permission for a hotel and leisure complex to destroy such a valuable ecosystem. The world is so fragile now, if you take away an area that is vital to fish growth you destroy more than a few fish! What will the fancy guests feed on when local lobsters etc. disappear? At such a time as this every ecosystem is precious, and its destruction vandalism. And so many of us now choose to travel to see (what is left of) the diverse nature of our planet  audrey singh, Leicester, -- GB
i am very concerned about threats to the marine environment around beef island on the british virgin islands  kiera oleary, edmonton, AB CA
Don't follow the path of so many politicians before you...stay environmentally healthy.  Kyla Fjeld, High Prairie, -- CA

The beauty of the Virgin Islands is that they are unspoilt. It is surely time we stopped greed becoming our master and think about the other valued sentient beings with whom we share our world.  Vivienne Smith, Bedfordshire, -- GB
We have so few pristine diverse ecosystems left, particularly rare ones. Please be a leader in the fight to save these gems and save this ecosystem. It doesn't make any sense to destroy the very thing that people would come to visit.  Suzanne Shephard, Ottawa, ON CA
GREED THATS ALL IT IS !!!!!!!!!!!!!SHAME ON YOU.  pat weaver, Goshen, IN US
Dear Sir. While I am not a resident of the BVI's, I am a long time tourist. The unspoiled nature of Beef Island is why I have been vising the BVI's for years. Please protect Beef Island so that future visitors can enjoy it too.  Benjamin Wiles, Alexandria, VA US
Haven't enough mangrove forests been destroyed? Aren't there enough resorts?  David LaReau, Elmhurst, IL US
By destroying the Islane wont help me in any way,wont make me any money it will only make the rich richer.  Floyd Clark, Winterhaven, CA US
We decrease co2 emmisions for what? For people like this to destroy something else! So the rich live a care free life, while the poor and hard workers try to make a difference and in making that difference make the rich's life easier for them.  Kim Smith, Buckhaven, -- GB
Making a profit is easy, doing what is morally right is not.  Danielle Agriopoulos, Wilmette, IL US
Protect this precious area and the people who depend on its natural provisions.  Kathy Davidson, Gridley, CA US
Everyone wants to live amongst nature and all its purity and beauty. We want to walk out our door into an unspoiled environment where the ecosystem abounds and taking a big deep breath is the first thing you think of. HOWEVER! this cannot be because such a place (after developement and the influx of people) will no longer exist. These unspoiled areas should be experienced as they are without ever laying a brick. Sincerely, Peter Paul De Leo.  Peter Paul De Leo, Dania Beach, FL US
The British people would never let this land be destroyed with crass commercial development, so why would you?  Bettina La mbert, Long Beach, CA US
It is IMPERATIVE that these places that are not already overpopulated with people and thoroughly polluted remain this way. Once these places are touched by man, they will never be the same. God blessed us when he gave us this Earth. He did not intend for us to rape and pillage it as we have done so far. We need to preserve the natural life that we have left and try to make up for our mistakes. We have no right to invade these natural places!  Rebecca Robertson, Alcoa, TN US
Unspoilt areas of the world are more and more under threat. They therefore are very precious and need to be protected. The unique ecosystem of Beef Island should be protected at all costs. Please act before it is too late.  Jean Crossman, Eastcombe        Stroud, -- GB
Dear RT.Hon Ralph t. O'Neal Please stop the building of this resort. When we destroy the marine environment we destroy the world with Global Warming. think of you grandchildren and waht they will inherit.  Betty Westlake, Phoenix, AZ US
Rt. Hon. Premier O'Neal, the B.V.I. is one of the most beautiful spots on the planet. I have stayed at Biras Creek and Drake's Anchorage in Virgin Gorda. The spectacular beauty that must be preserved is the natural beauty. The world can easily do without another golf course. I urge you to support only te best conceived ecotourist developments that will not negatively impact your beautiful pristine environment for future generations. Respectfully, Tom Weiss  Tom Weiss, Knoxville, TN US
Dear  Ralph T. O'Neal, Premier of the British Virgin Islands, I am very concerned about threats to the marine environment around Beef Island on the British Virgin Islands. Beef Island boasts important dry tropical forest, and mangroves that are integrated with sea grass, salt ponds and coral reef habitats. The ecosystem of Hans Creek Lagoon, a marine protected area, is crucial for sustaining viable fisheries around Beef Island and throughout the territory. The proposed hotel, marina and golf course complex would destroy this world-class treasure. Beef Island has the most important mangrove ecosystem in the BVI, second in acreage only to far-flung Anegada. All of Tortola's nine mangrove ecosystems have already been decimated or destroyed by development. Mangrove systems provide nurseries for hatchling birds and juvenile fish, homes for lobster and conch and feeding grounds for waders and waterfowl. view more Destruction of the Beef Island ecosystem will be a devastating blow to both the fishing and the tourist industries. The whole ecosystem is important ecologically and economically to both these cornerstones of the BVI's success. Researchers have found up to 80% of all commercially important fish species live in Hans Creek. No other area has such a high recorded diversity. It is a hugely important nursery habitat which supplies other parts of the BVI with big fish. BVI legislation recognizes the importance of the environment. The problem is holding the government accountable and enforcing these laws. International confidence in the BVI's decision-making process has been shaken by several contraventions of the Planning Act. These form the basis of the Virgin Islands Environmental Council's challenge. For example, the Planning Act says that a development has to obey all written laws in the territory, and the Fisheries Regulations says that: "No person shall carry out any development activity, which may or is likely to adversely impact on a marine protected area." Yet the proposed development will devastate Hans Creek Marine Protected Area. Additionally, I am gravely concerned about the Development Agreements that pre-agreed planning permission, and the Order that was passed to allow the Minister alone to approve all developments exceeding USD10m in value. I urge you to review these decisions urgently. An agreement to revisit the process at this stage, as called for by VIEC, would ensure that worldwide confidence is restored in the BVI decision-making process. Sincerely, Richard Plosscowe  Richard Plosscowe, San francisco, CA US
The island will not be able to support the hotel even if you are able to make it environmentally friendly the pure volume of people and what they bring with them, including noise !!!! will drastically effect everything that the island is. Please do not let money dictate over common sense. please !  Sue Gardner, Worthing Sussex, -- GB
What is more important - the development of a country or the mangrove ecosystem?  JUDY-ANN WADE, Tortola, -- VG
As a concerned citizen I say...our Mother Earth is becoming more fragile with each passing year. Destroying an ecosystem is destroying life in its purest form. The pictures of the British Virgin Islands may be all there is left to show future generations. Leave alone what naturally occures on Mother earth. I sign this petition with respect.  Sylvia Kalbfleisch, St.catharines, -- CA
Sir, You have no idea how negative an impact developing Beef Island with a resort will be on the visiting yachtsman. Please stop this foolishnes before it goes any further. D. Ratteray, Bermuda  Derek Ratteray, Hamilton, -- BM
I dont understand why people of power can do this to our world... the only one we have. Please Premier, save our world, save the only world we have... we can wait no longer. Thanks!!  Midori Matsumoto, Peru, -- PE
The health of our oceans and its many habitats, whether mangrove swamps or coral reefs, are so important to be preserved intact, now and for the future. I scuba dive, and want to go places which are pristine and not destroyed / damaged by modern resorts and developments.  Carol Colip, Fallon, NV US
ARE YOU REALLY SURE THAT THERE SHOULD BE ANOTHER GOLF COURSE AND ANOTHER 5 STAR HOTEL (WHICH WILL OBVIOUSLY BE FULL OF THE RICH)...WHY DO YOU NOT CARE ABOUT THE IMPACT OF WHAT HAS BEEN PROPOSED?? MONEY, MONEY, MONEY.....AH THE RING, CHING, CHING OF PENNIES IN SOMEONE'S BACK POCKET...WHY DON'T YOU JUST STOP IT  Charlie Palmer, Milford, Godalming, -- GB
you already know how enviromentally important this issue is..lay off  marita lawson, bridgeton, NJ US
Beef Island has the most important mangrove ecosystem in the BVI, now that all of Tortola's nine mangrove ecosystems have already been decimated or destroyed by development. Mangrove systems provide nurseries for hatchling birds and juvenile fish, homes for lobster and conch and feeding grounds for waders and waterfowl. I am gravely concerned about the Development Agreements that pre-agreed planning permission, and the Order that was passed to allow the Minister alone to approve all developments exceeding USD10m in value. I urge you to review these decisions urgently. An agreement to revisit the process at this stage, as called for by VIEC, would ensure that worldwide confidence is restored in the BVI decision-making process.  Sita Stulberg, L.A., CA US
Let us protect what is important to our marine environment now.  Mary Smith, Elmira, NY US
How can you even think of hurting BVI's last great advantage? I don't come there to snorkel and dive in developed areas - and you have little real nature left!  sherrill futrell, davis, CA US
just another way to make money instead of protecting our precious enviroment  terry heal, bristol, -- GB
Dear Rt Hon. Ralph T. O'Neal This must not happen. The destruction involved with this project is huge AND irreplaceable. The mangroves and salt ponds of this reef habitat have taken thousands of years to grow..a golf course complex and hotel will desolate all this beauty and the wildlife that rely on it. I ask you to STOP this terrible process, too much has already been lost in this delicate area. Leave it alone...PLEASE!!!  Jan Graveson, surrey, -- GB
The Virgin Islands have plenty of hotels and golf courses to choose from. PLEASE leave Beef Islands as it is!!! Protect the beautiful nature you have.  Elizabeth Yagunic, Chicago, IL US
Please stop this money hungry killing of the Ecosystems. Why does this have to continue? Our coastal front is all we have left to market for tourism, and protect us from hurricanes that erode the coastline.  Lester Liburd, Washington, DC US
My husband and I love the BVI so much that we were married there, and continue to support ecological causes there. Please continue to keep it the special place that it is!  sandra morris, Reston, VA US
PLease save the coral reefs...every bit helps these reefs which are dying and in danger! Thank you!  morgan rothe, port charlotte, FL US
SAVE EARTH's LAST WILDLIFE HABITATS!  kialah smith, boulder, CO US
Beef Island is an incomparable marine treasure. Resorts can be built anywhere, but this ecosystem cannot be replaced. Please protect this jewel of the BVI and their ecology from this threat.  Pamela Reese, N Ridgeville, OH US
Hmmm...was planning a trip to BVI next yr. but will not support tourism in a place where the areas natural beauty,wildlife,local peoples,ecosystems are not honored,treasured, revered and protected from greedy developers.I have never understood how any individual, or any entity would want to destroy nature and the natural world here on Earth.We all live here.Development that isn't highly sensitive to nature's needs contributes to Global warming...I'm just sayin'  rene pugh, downingtown, PA US
I have been to this beautiful area and feel it would be a great tragedy to damage it with development. Please preserve your great treasure.  lila Blakely, Panama City, FL US
Please remember that all life originated in the ocean. We must preserve it in order to stay alive.  Ingrid Graudins, Chicago, IL US
With so many of our natural treasures already destroyed, we can't afford not to cherish and preserve those that are left.  Saira Haqqi, Hyattsville, MD US
I firmly believe that preservation of the island's wildlife will reap more long term tourist benefits than it's destruction for short term gain  John Wakely, Maulden, -- GB
PLEASE PLEASE LEAVE THIS BEAUTIFULISLAND ALONE.ONCE THE BUILDERS MOVE IN THERE IS NO GOING BACK.THINK ABOUT THE ANIMALS AND BIRDS.BE UNIQUE LEAVE THE PARADISE ALONE FOR PEOPLE TO SEE.ONCE AGAIN DONT DO IT  LENA JOHNSON, GRAVESEND KENT, -- GB
We do not require another luxurious development in the Caribbean. There is a global diminishment of spendable dollars... let us not waste them.  Estelle Schecter, Scarsdale, NY US
Keep your hand away from our nature.........  Frank Pennese, Hope Island , Qld., -- AU
We NEED to protect what we have left.  Jack Howard, Elmhurst, IL US
This is one of the last remaining important mangrove ecosystem in the BVI, that is not decimated. Strike while the iron is hot to save this gem of a place.  Alicia Kai Butscher, Decatur, GA US
There are so many marinas in the BVI's, why not update an existing site, which is in need of renovation...  Seth Berman, Dillon, CO US
A natural place is the best, we need to keep all such places and put golf courses where they can enhance not destroy an environment.  Ernest Jordan, Benfleet, -- GB
I'm concerned about developmental "progress" that would cause harm to the British Virgin Islands marine area. This area is an important ecological system that contains rare and beneficial plants and creatures. Let's not harm yet another of earth's great places!  Tara Jankovic, Melbourne, FL US
We need more protections and less development. There are countless places on this planet for humans to recreate... there are precious few for our fellow creatures to simply survive. What kind of people shall we be? Decent or repacious? I hope you choose decency over greed.  Rene Spencer, los angeles, CA US
As a frequent visitor to your islands, I am very concerned. This could have an adverse impact on my decision to vacation there with my family.  Richard Payne, Los Angeles, CA US
When are we going to STOP DESTROYING THIS PLANET?? Leave this area as it should be!!!  Beverly Simone, West Nyack, NY US
Enough with greedy developers. You need to protect your islands natural beauty above all else.  Holly Homes, Darien, CT US
WE need to preserve MOther EArth NOW !!!!!!!!!!!!  DC Katten, Cave Creek, AZ US
Developement destroys the eco-system. We need to protect the eco-system that is so crucial to our existence.  Carolyn Mogavero, San Diego, CA US
Don't let greed get in the way of nature  Stephen Motson, Hartlepool, -- GB
You do not need another ecosystem destroying blight on the natural and fragile beauty of the islands.  Paul Smouse, Long Beach, CA US
I am very concerned about threats to the marine environment around Beef Island on the British Virgin Islands. Please tell me what you are doing to help?  virginia sullivan, sacred heart, MN US
The only reason for me to go to BVI is to see the natural beauty and not to see a golf-course. That may be money to you but the natural world is more profitable than a golf-course. Cheers  KEITH CARLTON, PORTLAND, OR US
It would be a shame to destroy a pristine area. Please don't do it.  Ina Ayliffe, Dallas, TX US
PROTECT OUR MARINE & WILDLIFE FOREVER!!!  Sydney Romero, Temple City, CA US
THE WORLD HAS ENOUGH 5 STAR HOTELS-THERE IS ONLY ONE BEEF ISLAND  Dave Luckens, LEXINGTON, KY US
People visit the Virgin Islands for its natural beauty. Destroy it and you will lose more visitors than you could hope to gain. Give tours/scuba diving to the area to attract tourists, raise money, and protect the ever-shrinking natural world.  Jeff Charity, South Paris, ME US
Fancy resorts are plentiful in this world but pristine marine areas are exceedingly rare. Please do not let this area be destroyed; future generations will thank you if you preserve this area!  Rebecca Furr, New Milton, WV US
There are enough resorts and golf courses already. If more are needed, there are places to put them that does not destroy fragile ecologies. Please do not allow the moneyed interests to overcome yet another place of fragile beauty. I believe in this at home too - I am part of the fight to put a resort and golf courses on a mountain near me that is likewise threatening the environment.  Sylvia Wulf, Shandaken, NY US
There are enough resorts, and as this will be a harm to the environment and the marina life, this should not be built!!!  Eaglesong Grant, Kincheloe, MI US
Dear Mr Premier O'Neal, Natural beauty is becoming a hard thing to come by in this world. But for what its worth and how scarce it is, shouldn't we save and protect every bit we have? Five star hotels are everywhere, but the British Virgin Islands are not. Be original and keep these islands beautiful and untouched.  Tamika Lucas, Lac La Biche, -- CA
not-so-virgin islands. yanked.  Sean Root, Whati, -- CA
Mangroves are being destroyed all over the world and, too late, they realize what a mistake was made.  Ettus Hiatt, Manchester, MO US
dear premier o'neal, please- i urge you not to let them build the planned 5 star hotel resort, golf course and marina. we have so very few places left in this world unspoiled by development. don't let them ruin the british virgin islands, too. instead, find other ways to bring money to the area. let's keep these places of great natural beauty unspoiled for our future generations.  erin des grange, north greece, NY US
Please stand up for what is right--leave Beef Island in its current state of beauty in the British Virgin Islands. There is nowhere like it, but there are plenty of golf courses and resorts already. Thank you.  Penelope Peiser, Penn Valley, CA US
I travel to places because of their ecological beauty. I'm sure that a resort will bring in lots of money, but in the end you may be getting rid of the reason that people visit these beautiful islands.  Karin Ralph, Greenlawn, NY US
There are some things money should not buy, and complete ecosystems are one of those things that money can not create , only transform the destruction of natural habitats.  Robert Woodin Jr., Mc Allen, TX US
This area is worth more as it is than anything man could ever could ever create. Let it be, please.  john fargnoli, tavares, FL US
Hello greedy stupid human! Go against your natural incline and DO THE RIGHT THING BY PROTECTING THIS AMAZING ECOSYSTEM.  Jack Locker, Huntington Bch, CA US
Please use your influence to curtail as much as can be done. There's much to be learned by looking to the bad choices made over here in the US, particularly in Florida. Reclamation is vitually impossible so once these treasures are gone, they are good and truly gone forever. Thank you, Sr.  Toni Medford, Gainesville, FL US
Please leave our natural habitats alone. Too much damage has been done all over the world already. I believe that incessant development of our beautiful wild and natural places simply produces chaos in Nature and adds to global warming. In these days of crisis we simply do not need another "tourist resort" that will dangerously impact what pristine environment we have left in the world.  Kira Pitre, Spokane, WA US
Please protect the British Virgin Islands resources by protecting the marine environment.  Elaine Donovan, Hemlock, NY US
I am very concerned about threats to the marine environment around Beef Island on the British Virgin Islands. Please tell me what you are doing to help?  Patti Driscoll, East Greenbush, NY US
Preserve your environmental heritage. It will ultimately be good for your citizens as well.  Brigid Herold, New York, NY US
Try to resist the evidence that money can buy anything.  Janet Chafe, Hamilton, ON CA
Each part of the ecosystem ultimately depends on another. We (human kind) are one such piece!  Chuck Ricevuto, Oroville, WA US
If you continue building hotels, and reducing the natural habitats, no one will want to vist the BVIs!  Jana Menard, Markleeville, CA US
I am always saddened when another beautiful ecosystem is destroyed for yet another resort/golf course. Beef Island is unique and deserves to be protected.  Jackie Pomies, San Francisco, CA US
Please protect this magnificient ecosystem.  Mary Self, Kingsland, TX US
I have been there and it is too beautiful to ruin with commercial golf courses, etc.  Barbara Fite, Lutz, FL US
I too live in a part of the world (Pacific Northwest) where the health of the environment cannot be separated from the health of the economy. I trust you will take the long view for the sake of your constituents as well as of the planet.  Emily DeHuff, Newport, OR US
Dont develop where there would be the loss of precious ecosystems!  victoria ayres, berkeley, CA US
We must preserve our ecosystem! An additional advantage is preserving beauty.  Carol Z Barnett, Bal Harbour, FL US
Any time I visit a Tropical Paradise such as the British Virgin Islands, I get concerned about the negative environmental impact we make on these special world destinations.  Eric Chipman, Newton, MA US
Please protect your natural resources, they will sustain you long after the fickle tourists have moved on!  Rose-Anna Behr, New Cumberland, PA US
Humans need to stop destroying natural habitat for profit. We are destroying the worlds ocean habitats and eventually we are giung to cause the collapse of the oceans food chain.  Michael Leeling, Souderton, PA US
We do not want the world to go in the "Soylent Green" phase of existence.....that includes you, Mr. Premier....Please do not allow the greed of 'developers' inflict this on the Islands...........and speed the destruction of other living things so someone can get rich and richer!!!!  Walter Fiedler, Castaic, -- RE
Develoment and developers are destroying the coasts!! In a few years they will be under water anyway so save the "edges" for wildlife.  Linda Burianek, Columbus, OH US
Leave this beautiful pristine area alone!  Deborah Kemp, Sydney, -- AU
One reason that people visit the British Virgin Islands is to experience its beautiful and unique wildlife. Please don't sacrifice it natural areas for the sake of profit.  Karen Porter, Mays Landing, NJ US
There are countless studies, sir, that have shown that irreversible damage to ecosystems in one area affect other areas of our planet. Please do all you can to protect the precious and lovely marine wilderness around Beef Island. Thank you very much.  Viki Christensen, Potsdam, NY US
I have always wanted to visit the Virgin Islands. Looks like it would be best to stay away so that we don't leave a footprint there.  Elodia Resendez, Midland, MI US
We have plenty enouygh resorts but fewer and fewer protected ecosystems. Please do not allow develoment.  Sharon Johnson, Osceola, WI US
We need a healthy environment, nature and biodiversity to survive. Enough with the unnerving noise and asphalt of redundant self-indulgence. Let's protect and preserve remaining precious wilderness, and stop treating nature as an expendable commodity to satiate selfishness and greed.  David Parker, Sherwood, AR US
We don't need another resort. We need to protect the natural treasures we have before they are forever lost to our children and their children.  Polly Earl, Fort Fairfield, ME US
save the beauty of the natural island enough with the golf courses  ELLIOTT HAINES III, myersville, MD US
how many enviroments like this is left.....help this animals  kathie moot, paris, OH US
I live on an island surrounded by mangroves and a coral reef. Overdevelopment of resorts is the greatest threat to our marine ecosystems. No matter how responsibly constructed and maintained, resorts have huge primary and secondary impacts on surrounding habitats. Preserve Beef Island as it is, a balanced natural functioning ecosystem.  Kathryn Wheeler, big pine key, FL US
I also urge you to bear in mind that with the rising price of oil, it may be more difficult to attract tourists, not to mention build this hotel or attract boats to the marina. Economically speaking, with the onset of extreme climate change and the rise in the price of oil, this project will become less and less viable. I hope you insist on keeping Beef Island as it is now.  Ellen Franzen, Berkeley, -- UM
I have personally witnessed the horrendous destruction of reef and other marine ecological systems due to resorts. I will no longer vacation at luxury resorts that wreak havok on our fragile seas. STOP THIS DEVASTATION.  Laura Rowlson, White Lake, MI US
Where is your common sense? If you destroy the ecosystem of Hans Creek Lagoon it will have a domino effect for a multitude of other wildlife areas and fisheries. These things are the very things that draw people to your islands. You do not need another hotel or a marina and golf course that would destroy so much. Just think about that for a moment because in the long term you would lose much more than a hotel, marina and golf course!  Janis Totham-Davies, Takoma Park, MD US
There are an abundance of resorts for the well to do, but only ! Beef Island.  cynthia Wedlund, roundup, MT US
Protecting our environment should not be an issue that requires justification anymore --everybody knows the truth about the importance of our ecosystem. It is unbelievable damage and consequences for the human race will pay for its ignorance. It is not just the planet and endangered species we are talking about. We are talking about the quality of life for our own grandchildren! Please do the right thing to protect this marine area.  Wendy Wyatt, Boca Raton, FL US
I visited the virgin islands because of the reefs and forests - megaresorts will make me choose to go elsewhere.  Eric von Wettberg, Daivs, CA US
I hope you consider the long term impact on your island which could be detrimental to the health of the marine ecosystem destroy its natural balance. There are other ways to bring revenues without such mass destruction.  Steve Patton, Pacifica, CA US
The proposed development threatens the marine environment around Beef Island  Gary Ruehmann, Richville, MN US
the ecosystem is much more important than any resort or any amount of money!!  Dusty Hershberger, Lakeview, MI US
Save this Eco System from the hands of greed and destruction.  Patricia Alchin, Logan City, -- AU
Please don't do to your beautiful island what we have done to ours. The world does not need another 5 star resort. It needs pristine habitats like those on Beef Island.  Patti Thompson, Orlando, FL US
Look at it! How could you ruin that??? It couldn't be more beautiful. Leave it the way nature intended, so that we all can enjoy it, not just the rich that would not bat an eye to destroy it for their own benefit!  Sharon Boyton, Brisbane Qld, -- AU
its bad  carlos amarillas, Ensenada, -- MX
Dear  Ralph T. O'Neal, Premier of the British Virgin Islands, I am very concerned about threats to the marine environment around Beef Island on the British Virgin Islands. Beef Island boasts important dry tropical forest, and mangroves that are integrated with sea grass, salt ponds and coral reef habitats. The ecosystem of Hans Creek Lagoon, a marine protected area, is crucial for sustaining viable fisheries around Beef Island and throughout the territory. The proposed hotel, marina and golf course complex would destroy this world-class treasure. Beef Island has the most important mangrove ecosystem in the BVI, second in acreage only to far-flung Anegada. All of Tortola's nine mangrove ecosystems have already been decimated or destroyed by development. Mangrove systems provide nurseries for hatchling birds and juvenile fish, homes for lobster and conch and feeding grounds for waders and waterfowl. Destruction of the Beef Island ecosystem will be a devastating blow to both the fishing and the tourist industries. The whole ecosystem is important ecologically and economically to both these cornerstones of the BVI's success. Researchers have found up to 80% of all commercially important fish species live in Hans Creek. No other area has such a high recorded diversity. It is a hugely important nursery habitat which supplies other parts of the BVI with big fish. BVI legislation recognizes the importance of the environment. The problem is holding the government accountable and enforcing these laws. International confidence in the BVI's decision-making process has been shaken by several contraventions of the Planning Act. These form the basis of the Virgin Islands Environmental Council's challenge. For example, the Planning Act says that a development has to obey all written laws in the territory, and the Fisheries Regulations says that: "No person shall carry out any development activity, which may or is likely to adversely impact on a marine protected area." Yet the proposed development will devastate Hans Creek Marine Protected Area. Additionally, I am gravely concerned about the Development Agreements that pre-agreed planning permission, and the Order that was passed to allow the Minister alone to approve all developments exceeding USD10m in value. I urge you to review these decisions urgently. An agreement to revisit the process at this stage, as called for by VIEC, would ensure that worldwide confidence is restored in the BVI decision-making process. Sincerely, Georgann Cunney  Georgann Cunney, San Francisco, CA US
The world desperately needs to preserve all remaining wilderness areas and restore those that have been plundered by development. What we do not need is yet another watering hole for wealthy jerks running around in yachts and playing golf.  William Davis, Bearsville, NY US
The nature need our help now!!!  Elena Bitca, Chisinau, -- MD
Please take responsibility for the natural environment, there is so little left, and when you have an area as you have, it must be protected as it is precious.  Patricia Angove, Torquay, -- GB
Please! Let's stop this from taking place. We are really at a crux in time. Who do we want to be at this moment? Please decide with us all in mind and the beautiful irreplaceable Nature. Thank you  David Bethell, London, -- GB
Hotels and golf courses we DONT need, a healthy ecosystem, we do.  Steven Campbell, Presque Isle, ME US
Please leave Beef Island as an ecosystem. Do we need to destroy more just for the sake of human pleasure?  Linda King, Madison, IN US
Why, when there are so few places left?  Deirdre Moss, Uphall, broxburn, -- GB
This treasure must be kept for the greater value of timeless nature. The old trend to make the beauty of nature "viewable" from rooms and cars is not a significant experience and is ultimately leading to the destruction of mankind.  frank english, Hamtramck, MI US
KEEP OUR PLANET BEAUTIFUL AND NATURAL.  Marguerite Porter, Sydney, -- AU
tourists are drawn to the BVI because of it's natural beauty. I have visited there, personally and prefer the remote islands. Let people go to Tortola or St. Thomas or St. Croix if they want to visit developed areas. The undeveloped areas of the BVI is the reason people go there. Please don't ruin it. Most people are boaters. They don't want the land developed.  tina burns, rochester, NY US
their are enough holiday resorts and hotels in britan that are having to close due to cheep flights abroad why do we need another one especialy one that is going to destroy the pressious eco system that the world should start protecting before it dissapars and before the human race dissapears too  wendy robson, coventry, -- GB
I'm hard pressed to think why BVI or any Caribbean island needs to add yet another resort to the thousands that already exist, let alone to add one that destroys what can never be replaced. Don't let money trump the preservation of a crucial, irreplaceable part of the BVI's--and the world's--heritage.  Linda DeLibero, Baltimore, MD US
I love the Caribbean, but I do not love the areas that have been developed with massive resorts. The reason I visit the Caribbean is its natural beauty--once that is gone, it is gone forever--and then there will no longer be a reason to visit the Caribbean. Please do not destroy this wonderful ecosystem that is necessary for the survival of so many species. It is perfect the way it is now. Please do the right thing and leave it alone.  Beverly Harris, Rumson, NJ US
we should protect the british virgin islands..  anna joyce ballenger, Dumaguete City, -- PH
I would like to visit your region one day and want to see it as it is today. I am not interested in 5star accommodation or golf courses. The future of our planet demands that we go forward with eco-tourism and tread gently while we still have an Earth to walk on.  Geraldine Gillen, Whyalla S.a. 5600, -- AU
Please remember the needs of your fishermen and that the presence of abundant wildlife can attract tourists without damaging the environment.  Margaret Nicholson, Hull, -- GB
Why would you want to destroy something so beautiful?  Susan Yeomans, Cheshire, -- GB
we got to stop destroyed the beef island, HUMANS need to stop the greed for the so call pleasure.  lenore pereira, Mattapan, MA US
I would much rather visit a rare habitat than a theme park. Resisting this development isn't just a sentimental move - it's an economic one.  Emma Spurgin Hussey, Truro, -- GB
This is BEAUTIFUL land!! Let it NOT be destroyed because of SELFISH GREED or PROFIT!!  Phyllis Carlton, Morehouse, MO US
The rich have enough places to play. How far will we let this ridiculous self-indulgent, orgy of consumption go? Do we have to devour every precious place on earth before we wake up and realize that other people, plants and animals also have the right to exist?  Perry Killion, Madison, SD US
Please don't pave paradise.  Heidi Johnson, Wheaton, MD US
Please keep this beautiful island just the way it is. Do not disrupt the delicate ecosystem for Big Business Tourist Traps. People will always come to see your Island as they are that is what makes them special. There are so few sell outs. "If you don't build it they will STILL come".  Marty Sartwell, Concord, NH US
All natural places must be preserved.  Florence Glennon, Santa Monica, CA US
Just what the world needs another golf course. Wouldn't it be wonderful, if man could just appreciate the world and all it's components for what it is, it doesn't need to be embellished or changed.  Nancy Wiswell, Minneapolis, MN US
Greed is everywhere! Destroying an important area of ecology just to make some extra bucks is stupid. Our planet is dying because of people being greedy, do you want the money that bad even if others will suffer because of this?  Jaclyn Collis, Coombs, BC CA
I want my grandchildren to one day be able to enjoy VI the wayI have.  z raines, ny, NY US
please do not harm this beautiful ecosystem..since these are very rare and difficult to find such beautiful places  Hasita Jasti, Hyderabad, -- IN
Surely there are better ways of doing things than this? David  Dave Winterton, Worcester, -- GB
How many more resorts do we or your island need? Once the coral and ecosystems are gone there is no turning back. Protect this pristine environment for future generations and DO NOT succumb to greed!  Kyle Embler, Atlanta, GA US
As a frequent visitor to the BVI, I hope you can use your good offices to counter the threats around Beef Island.  Harrison White, Windsor, NY US
It is so important that we all work toward protecting the precious planet.  parnel ide, Granby, CT US
Please do the right thing and keep your island beautiful and green.  Joyce Fournier, Londonderry, NH US
I urge you to protect the wetlands and coastal zones of Beef Island. These important ecosystems provide crucial habitat for a wealth of species and many vital services to the people of BVI, including protection of the coastline during storms and hurricanes, trapping sediment and filtering water, and supporting the local fishing economy. Greater than 80% of BVI's mangroves and wetlands have already been lost to development. I hope you will move to protect Beef Island and these critical habitats from being destroyed by yet another tourism development.  Lisa Sorenson, Boston, MA US
A resort is such a short-term gain while destroying the ecosystem of Beef Island will render it gone forever. Surely we can be better stewards of our planetary treasures than this!  Coleen Mackin, Brisbane, CA US
i would like to save any animal or tree  clara robson, M¸nchen, -- DE
We are only the custodians of this planet by default, we all have a duty of care to all wildlife and their environment. Do not be the person responsible for the destruction of this amazing natural habitat. Be the amazing person who had the courage to stand up, in the face of economic and commercial pressure and say NO to the destruction of this incrediblely unique area. And YES to it's conservation and protection for future generations!  Suzie Litton-Wood, Alfreton, -- GB
The need for yet another fancy resort in order to basically feed our ego's is preposterous! We don't need more and more building to litter our beautiful spaces. I'm sure there are plenty of places to stay while visiting this beautiful place. If we continue to build, these places will lose their beauty! Please take care of what we have and follow the laws already in place to protect them.  Linda Lessels, Santa Barbara, CA US
Rt.Hon. O'Neal, My family and I vacation to the British Virgin Islands and one of the reasons is to enjoy what natural habitats are left, both terrestrial and marine. Beef island is one of the few places left and it's loss will certainly impact the ecosystems of the BVI but also my decisions on whether to return again and again.  Jeffrey Gerbracht, Brooktondale, NY US
Do not destroy this important ecosystem. Nine mangrove ecosystems have already been decimated or destroyed. Stop the GREED and DESTRUCTION!!  Gerry Collins, Temecula, CA US
I have seen with my own eyes the destruction of marine life caused by chemical runoff from golf courses in Hawaii. Don't let it happen to VI. I have not visited there for forty years, but remember the beauty. Find a better way for visitors to enjoy those acres.  Henrietta Carter, Los Alamitos, CA US
We owe it to our children to protect and preserve the environment and all of its inhabitants. It is the legacy we leave with them and the future they have before them. "We simply need that wild country available to us, even if we never do more than drive to its edge and look in. For it can be a means of reassuring ourselves of our sanity as creatures, a part of the geography of hope." -Wallace Stegner, the Wilderness Letter  James Sorrells, Groveland, FL US
Please do not allow the plans for development of Beef Island to move forward. Coastal development is one of the biggest conservation challenges we are facing today. This island is a treasure and a valuable asset for your country. Please keep it natural so that the beauty and diversity of your island nation may be represented there.  Stefani Melvin, Atlanta, GA US
I sincerely hope that the Hans Creek Lagoon and surrounding areas can be protected so that they may continue to provide their vital ecological services to the island.  Scott R. Derrickson, Front Royal, VA US
please help  Sharyn Shubert, Naples, FL US
In this time of rising oil prices and declining affordability of air travel, it makes less sense than ever before to destroy ecosystems for the sake of an unsustainable tourist industry.  William Peltz, Albany, NY US
If we don't stop this viral development and learn to effectively use our environment and resources, there will be no "reboot". Tell the developers that they will have to forfeit a little of their profit in the name of conservation. If we don't start somewhere, we won't start anywhere!  Christal Keel, Melbourne, FL US
Beef Island has the most important mangrove ecosystem in the BVI, SO SOMETHING to help save it!!!!  Carlyn Leeper, Chicago, IL US
DEVELOPMENT = HUMAN GREED  CAROL WATERMAN, CANDIAC, QC CA
If you're starting out with a contradiction in not being able to be true to the laws that have been set, you might as well cease the exercise. You can't destroy a Marine Protected Area and maintain that you're on the right side of the law.  Kath B., 0, -- CA
Animaux et Humains Ensemble http://accueil.idoo.com  DUQUERROY Nicolas, Saint Ciers sur Bonnieure, -- FR
We had a vacation home in the U.S. Virgin Islands, which, with the exception of the Fred Warring golf course, was pretty "undeveloped" & it was paradise. Please keep your islands pristine.  Gloria Sferra, Seattle, WA US
Please put environmental health above development!!  Holly Eaton, Houston, TX US
Dear Sir: I have been studying the seabirds of the British Virgin ISlands over the past 10 years and have been working with the National Parks Trust. Beef Island is an important nesting site for Least Terns. These birds have few safe areas in the Caribbean nest and you are lucky to have a population of them in the BVI. They are philopatric, which means they return to the same nest site each year. If their nesting site on Beef Island is destroyed most of them will never nest again. Please consider stopping any further development of the wetland areas of Beef Island. Sincerely,Dr. Elizabeth Schreiber  Elizabeth Schreiber, Weaverville, NC US
Each day there are fewer places that are worth saving. This is one of them and if it is not saved, it will be lost forever.  Steve West, Carlsbad, NM US
Given the prominence and availability of information about climate change, it's hard to imagine that anyone would forfeit a critical ecological system, replacing with a source of yet more greenhouse gases.  Susan Blain, Gardner, MA US
You have the oppertunity to preserve 1 of mother natures beautiful creations. If only you would just let go of that greed long enough to see the impact of your choices. Build elsewhere. You can't tell me there is nowhere to build that wouldn't endanger wild life habitats.  Jessica Pulido, Louisville, KY US
The preservation and health of coastal ecosystems are integral in maintaining the beauty and diversity that tourism showcases. Be careful not to kill the goose that lays the golden egg.  Nadia Spence, Kingston, -- JM
This is one of the last beautiful places on the planet that has not been completely destroyed - please do what you can to protect it.  Saskia Baur, Capitola, CA US
With respect, it makes no sense to build leisure complexes that destroy the unique character and natural treasures of a region that would attract visitors in the first place. Please, leave less fortunate locations to engage in such bland 'package tourism.' If hotels are economically essential to the region, at least require them to minimise their ecological and cultural impact and deny such land-hungry, culturally alien plans as golf courses altogether. Let tourists revel in being somewhere different, instead of destroying diversity.  Peter Wright, Newport, -- GB
This marine environment needs immediate attention to protect it. People need to pay more attention to these endangered habitats. The world doesn't need another 5-star hotel development. Thank you, Cheryl Erb  Cheryl Erb, Santa Monica, CA US
La pollution de l'air tue 6 000 personnes par annÈe au Canada et plus de dÈveloppement = plus de morts.  Lachapelle Jocelyne, Frampton, -- CA
Nature is more important than golfing!  Anders Kouru, Gothenburg, -- SE
We DO NOT need another resort. How can money be put ahead of destroying a unique ecosystem? This is totally unacceptable. Please do the right thing and protect this environment.  Linda Cousland, Millis, MA US
Once the natural beauty of this island is gone forever and the place is full of litter what will the attraction be? Stop making short sighted temporary financial gains at the expense of our wonderfully diverse and irreplaceably unique living environment!  Colin Bonfield, Dursley, -- GB
This wonderful Biogem have to be protected.  Alexia Reis, Lisbon, -- PT
I had the chance to visit Beef Island a few years ago, and was stunned by its serene beauty. There are so few places left that have such awe inspiring landscapes left. I urge you to reconsider the development plans for Beef Island.  Lisa Belaski, East Hartford, CT US
Protect the British Virgin Islands Marine Area From Development! Don't let this happen!  Tina Tokio, Salyersville, KY US
SINCE THE HUMAN SPECIES WONT BE EXTERMINATED, THE NEXT BEST THING WOULD BE TO STOP RUINING THE PLANET, DONT YOU THINK??? WHATS GOING TO BE LEFT?? ZOO'S...THINK ABOUT IT...THE 'HUMANS' WILL LIVE..THE ANIMALS AND PLANTS WONT...  douglas wood, white plains, NY US
Please save your wild spaces. The world does not need another golf course.  Jody Wolfe, South Euclid, OH US
Please consider what habitats and wildlife will be destroyed and displaced with this development. Too many animals rely on this coastal system.  Gina Zimmerman, Gainesville, FL US
It's time for "man" to stop destroying the enviroment for "money" Please protect Beef Island!  Lori Myers, Simpsonville, SC US
I used to live on St. Thomas and I know the beauty that you have hte opportunity to save!  Tracy Weatherby, Mountain View, CA US
I would prefer to visit a natural wildlife with my kids then to see an other golf resort as if there were not enough around. I am worried that there won't be enough wildlife to see with all the pollution we are creating we should leave a space for the wildlife that is left we owe it to all of Gods creation as God has created this planet not just for us to destroy. I say please don't kill anymore any wildlife that we have left leave it be, Thank you.  CHERIFA ALEM, London, -- GB
There's oly few places on earth like this beautiful landsacpe beauty. I urge to all of you to save this part.  shahzaib ali, Bradford, -- GB
I would much prefer to visit and enjoy the natural beauty of Beef Island.  Nicole Schildcrout, Amesbury, MA US
We don't need another overpriced resort.are much more important than the greedy need of profit you so much desire.  Elizabeth Duer, groton, CT US
We need to maintain and protect our fragile ecosystems from development. Since so many of the mangrove ecosystems have already been destroyed by development, this should be a warning that placing another development in the BVI would be catastrophic. Golf courses are known to be sterile environments which demand considerable fertilizer and which end up polluting the water and nearby areas around them, including fisheries, due to runoff. Moreover, they do not provide nesting habitats for birds and other species. The loss of habitat and wildlife due to developments must be taken into consideration before any future development is allowed.  Cheryl Bellrose, Rio Vista, CA US
Please don't give in to big money, help protect our natural spaces which are disappearing at an alarming rate.  Joy Loros, Eagle Point, OR US
I trust you will reconsider your decision.  Penny BISHOP, Wembley, -- GB
respect holy nature  tim crosby, sheffield, -- GB
Protect our natural habitats if we dont we all lose out, especially our children  Natacha Lawrie, lancaster, -- GB
Please look at the facts and act accordingly. Once the ecosystem is destroyed it is not coming back. You have a unique treasure. Keep it that way. Do not give it up for the sake of money or golf.  paula dejong, cotuit, MA US
Please do not develop on this pristine land.  Melissa Jones, South Pasadena, CA US
I spread my mothers ashes throughout the BVI. The location was chosen because of it's natural beauty and abundance of marine life. Please don't allow big business in to destroy all that. They may promise big but they only care about the big in their wallets.  Karyn Wise, Clinton, MS US
I spent more than a week a few years ago on a charter sailboat cruising among the major islands in BVI, and bird watching (e.g., the flamingoes, and migratory birds wintering in the islands). I also snorkeled with my kids. BVI was spectacular, in large part because it did not have a lot of five-star hotels, and it retained much of its wildlife. PLEASE help save important parts of the natural ecosystems of the Caribbean, and support eco-tourism that is regulated to maintain the natural environment.  Thomas Sherry, New Orleans, LA US
haloo  shhrat saad, Cairo, -- EG
pleae listen to these good people and protect the special land. we are running out of hope and chances to guard our world.  Sonia Bates, Coventry, -- GB
When it's gone, there'll be not getting it back - please protect what pristene lands we still have.  Felicia Johnson, Rockton, IL US
Tourists come - tourists go. Don't give them reason to go.  Sandy Mair, St. John's, -- AG
Mega hotels should not be build on small island nations. We in the Bahamas are very successful in encouraging developers to build smaller resorts with an island flair. The visitors certainly appreciate it!  Erika Gates, Freeport, -- BS
To develop two-thirds of any island is outrageous - one which is so pristine even more so!  Carol Oliver, SKIPTON, North Yorkshire., -- GB

The world has enough over priced golf courses, but only 1 Beef Island. Please do not destroy it's precious ecosystem and our environment.  Veronica Wilt, New York, NY US
please don't ruin this place like we have all the other places  theresa adams, bullhead city, AZ US
We've already seen what destroying natural barriers to high winds and water can do... You island is more worthy than another stupid hotel. Keep it natural for the future generations to enjoy instead of destroying it for short term gain.  Georgeanne Wilcox, Oldenburg, IN US
One can't replace what is so easily destroyed.  Debra Greenberg, Lewisville, TX US
The proposed development on Beef Island is totally unnecessary and would destroy vital marine and land ecosystems. You should be protecting unspoiled, ecologically protected treasures, rather than allowing the developers to move in. There are more important moral and ethical values at stake which should overule greed.  Mary & Alan Betteridge, Halifax, -- GB
It is already ugly earth because of development on earth. There are only few places without hotel, marina and home complex, etc. It's so sad! I love to go where it is very natural explores without distract with homes, etc.  Lisa Ramey, Phoenix, AZ US
Dear Premier O'Neal, Please don't allow the beautiful and sensitive ecosystems of Beef Island become a playground for tourists. It isn't worth horrifically polluting the island which will be the inevitable consequence of unnecessary (to any human need) development. Yours sincerely, N. Chow  Natalie Chow, Bristol, -- GB
I hope it will be stopped.  Wayne Ackerman, Toronto, -- CA
at you to do. thinks with your heart and all is good. friendly.  arrauzau valÈrie, Bordeaux, -- FR
Plans to destroy one of the few remaining mangrove ecosystems in BVI is inexcusable. Premier O'Neal - your legacy could be thank you saved the magroves, not destroyed them.  Andrew Dobson, Warwick, -- BM
I am interested in visiting beautiful islands with thier ecosystems intact and healthy. I will not spend my money to go to an island that has been deminished by a government bent on profit. You can have both environment AND profit if you work to balance the two.  Dan McCormack, San Diego, CA US
I support Marine Protected Areas.  Angela Rothweiler, Olympia, WA US
We can build hotels anywhere, but natural environments like these we cannot recreate.  Bianca Basch, Long Valley, NJ US
Beef Island's mangrove swamps are also critical nesting habitat for the endangered White-Crowned Pigeon, which was restored to the BVI in 1998. You have known me since 1980, and you know how deeply I care about Nature's Little Secrets.  James Lazell, Jackson, MS US
Act as a steward, not a land baron!  Brian K. Sutton, Bardstown, KY US
Humans have been terrorizing all the other species of the planet for too long. We must stop this!  Clifford Hritz, Philadelphia, PA US
More tourists will come to experience the coral reef habitats than will care to visit another 5 star hotel. The ecosystem is priceless!  Jan Clarridge, Rocklin, CA US
If these building do get put up i hope 'Mothe nature takes them down, Most of the earth is already littered with buildings and ungreatful people, let the animals live their short lil peacful lifes. In the end we are just hurting our self. Things are on this earth for a reason.  Crystie Tracey, Taneytown, MD US
I have sailed in the Beef Island area and gone scuba diving there. The runoff from large development plus insecticides and fertilizers from the golf course would ruin another of the BVI's special places. The world is already overburdened with golf courses--we don't need any more. If this development goes through I will never come back there--and will also tell others to avoid the area.  Julia Chitwood, Corte Madera, CA US
Do the right thing!!  Susan Klein, Villa Maria, PA US
We don't need another resort or golf course. How will we breathe when we've depleted all that there is?  Kristin Richison, Rockport, TX US
Golf course! Can't we leave anything alont to nature?  Jennifer Brennan, Martinez, CA US
We don't own this land, we simply borrow it from our children. What kind of land are you going to leave yours?  Irene Mills, Portland, OR US
Let it develop too much and it will inevitably lack WHAT TOU CAN SELL.  Robin Burkowski, glenville, WV US

Don't destroy what people visit your islands to enjoy. If you ruin the environment of these islands, you ruin the tourist industry which support the BVI economy.  Susan Wald, Southampton, NY US
We don't need another resort or golf course. How will we breathe when we've depleted all that there is?  crystal carle, New Westminster, -- CA
Look around at the rest of the beaches spoiled by hotels/resorts. Look at all the natural things that are lost forever. Why would you want to do that to this place? If it is beautiful then keep it that way. Too much has been ruined and all the wildlife is being stripped from this earth.Is that what you want too?  Gwyn Goldstein, Altamonte Springs, FL US
please protect the marine ecology around Beef Island on the British Virigin Islands.  Loraine Gonzalez, San diego, CA US
Dear  Ralph T. O'Neal, Premier of the British Virgin Islands, I am very concerned about threats to the marine environment around Beef Island on the British Virgin Islands. Beef Island boasts important dry tropical forest, and mangroves that are integrated with sea grass, salt ponds and coral reef habitats. The ecosystem of Hans Creek Lagoon, a marine protected area, is crucial for sustaining viable fisheries around Beef Island and throughout the territory. The proposed hotel, marina and golf course complex would destroy this world-class treasure. Beef Island has the most important mangrove ecosystem in the BVI, second in acreage only to far-flung Anegada. All of Tortola's nine mangrove ecosystems have already been decimated or destroyed by development. Mangrove systems provide nurseries for hatchling birds and juvenile fish, homes for lobster and conch and feeding grounds for waders and waterfowl.  matthew Kibbie, Los Angeles, CA US
We as tourists enjoy traveling to your islands to escape and enjoy the beauty and nature. It's becoming increasingly difficult to find quiet, pristine areas because of rampant development. I get sick every time I hear about a new hotel or sprawling development planned for acres of land in places we go to get away from it all.  Wendi Harrison, Brooklyn, NY US
The ecosystem is far more important than hotels or golf courses. It cannot be replaced!  Anne Rogers, Wimberley, TX US
If this development happens, then only a rich few can enjoy the island. If it remains preserved, then Beef Island will be a treasure for the whole world.  Mike Mullarkey, Tucson, AZ US
Please protect this natural beauty. There is too much destruction of nature. How many golf courses and hotels do we need? Please keep this place as God intended.  Celeste Denniston, elloree, SC US
Please heed the messages. We would rather have a natural beauty that we need, then a man-made setting that we do not. Thank you for your time.  Angela Curran, Winsford, -- GB
The number of unspoiled ecosystems is extremely limited; the number of high-end resorts and golf courses, sadly, is not. Please do not spoil this beautiful place.  Lisa Wilsher, New York, NY US
We must preserve the marine environment around Beef Island on the British Virgin Islands.  Elizabeth Lora, Woodland Hills, CA US
If Mother Nature has gifted us something, have a heart and please save and treasure it.  Surendra Rao, Mumbai, -- IN
Dear  Ralph T. O'Neal, Premier of the British Virgin Islands, I am very concerned about threats to the marine environment around Beef Island on the British Virgin Islands. Beef Island boasts important dry tropical forest, and mangroves that are integrated with sea grass, salt ponds and coral reef habitats. The ecosystem of Hans Creek Lagoon, a marine protected area, is crucial for sustaining viable fisheries around Beef Island and throughout the territory. The proposed hotel, marina and golf course complex would destroy this world-class treasure. Beef Island has the most important mangrove ecosystem in the BVI, second in acreage only to far-flung Anegada. All of Tortola's nine mangrove ecosystems have already been decimated or destroyed by development. Mangrove systems provide nurseries for hatchling birds and juvenile fish, homes for lobster and conch and feeding grounds for waders and waterfowl. view more Destruction of the Beef Island ecosystem will be a devastating blow to both the fishing and the tourist industries. The whole ecosystem is important ecologically and economically to both these cornerstones of the BVI's success. Researchers have found up to 80% of all commercially important fish species live in Hans Creek. No other area has such a high recorded diversity. It is a hugely important nursery habitat which supplies other parts of the BVI with big fish. BVI legislation recognizes the importance of the environment. The problem is holding the government accountable and enforcing these laws. International confidence in the BVI's decision-making process has been shaken by several contraventions of the Planning Act. These form the basis of the Virgin Islands Environmental Council's challenge. For example, the Planning Act says that a development has to obey all written laws in the territory, and the Fisheries Regulations says that: "No person shall carry out any development activity, which may or is likely to adversely impact on a marine protected area." Yet the proposed development will devastate Hans Creek Marine Protected Area. Additionally, I am gravely concerned about the Development Agreements that pre-agreed planning permission, and the Order that was passed to allow the Minister alone to approve all developments exceeding USD10m in value. I urge you to review these decisions urgently. An agreement to revisit the process at this stage, as called for by VIEC, would ensure that worldwide confidence is restored in the BVI decision-making process. view less Sincerely, Lemontzoglou Xanthippe  Xanthippe Lemontzoglou, Chania, -- GR
I feel very strongly that Beef Island is going to be developed into a hotel/holiday resort. There has clearly been no thought to the actual land or the wildlife, including endangered species that inhabit this land. We must all stand up and voice our concerns for our planet and it's inhabitants instead of destroying and developing it so that these companies or individuals can make themselves pots of money - at the expense of these creatures and marina life. We MUST preserve this island. Thank you for your support.  Sharon Said, Essex, -- GB
Nature should not be destroyed to make way for tourism. THis planet is being destroyed quickly enough as it is  Jo Holloway, Stalybridge, -- GB
People are getting rich and the earth poor  Julie van Niekerk, Grasland, Ten Acres, -- ZA
I appreciate that people will say it brings jobs and prosperity to the area. But in my years of travel and experiencing the aftermath of developments such as this, I can honestly say that such aspirations are short lived and do not create happiness and well-being within the communities they are supposed to benefit. Equally, the increasing cost of travel means that such resorts now represent a high economic risk - is it worth going down in history as the man responsible for the destruction of such a unique and important environment simply for the sake of profit?  Rick Bond, Barnstaple, -- GB
I do not agree with the development of this complex that is to be built on the island. By building it, it would cause a vast amount of habitat destruction which will cause devestation to the plants and animals that live on and around the island.  Rhiannon Lee, surrey, -- GB
Man is destroying our planet, please don't add to the destruction.  Doug Stuart, aylesbury, -- GB
to hlep stop the suffering of the innocent dogs and puppies.  niruja sivalingam, Ottawa, -- CA
Help safe the British Virgin Islands these is not right!!!  Sydony Middleton-Bell, Ryde I.o.w, -- GB
This type of development in fragile natural areas is no longer acceptable in the modern world. Neither is it the only form of tourism. Why not "develop" the site sympathetically and encourage wildlife tourism instead? Please, please think again.  Andy Mitchell, Orkney, -- GB
It is time for the wealthy to start thinking & acting for the future security of all life, including their own & the lives of their children. This requires that they stop destroying life & habitats in order to have their SHALLOW "fun".  Ani L. Schwartz, ArroyoSeco, NM US
How do you wished to be remember by your grandchildren's grandchildren? The man who saved or the man who killed?  David Knight, Huttenheim, -- FR
Sustainability for future generations  Philmore James, St. Phillip, -- AG
LEAVE OUR OCEANS AND MARINE LIFE ALONE, SO THAT WE CAN HAVE MANY MANY YEARS OF ENJOYING THESE BEAUTIFUL HABITATS.  Aleida Turnes, Tavernier, FL US
Richard Cote  Richard Cote, Auburn, NH US
Please consider preserving this island ecosystem with an anti resort.  Laura Berry, Blacksburg, VA US
Please heartily reconsider the development of this coastal area. Do we really need more exclusive resorts, & shopping malls ? I believe coastal lands, state parks, reservoirs, etc, should be maintained as they are - the natural world, the biodiversity of life having great importance. There are still sacred lands among us.  Bekah Mulder, Chicago, IL US
I can't believe that some people still haven't learnt from all those mistakes we have already done... all for money, that is disgusting...  stefanie klockow, adelaide, -- AU
Why does everyone who is an elected official think they can destroy natural habitats of our animals? They were here long before we were and will be here long after we are gone. I think it is only greed that causes idiotic decisions by those in power tho destroy what God has put on this earth. We need to respect our animals and birds and leave their natural habitat alone!!  Elaine Germann, HARVEL, IL US
It seems very short sighted and as usual all about money. How sustainable is a golf course? and why have we not yet learnt to value the natural world that we depend on. At this point in time humans should be concentrating on conserving not developing environments such as Beef Island. The excuse of employment etc is as we now know a fallacy, all this kind of hotel/leisure/tourism scheme does is highlight the huge differences financially that exist between us all and generally degrades not only the physical and ecological systems but also the traditional existence of the local peoples who populate such places. It seems ludicrous that this kind of proposal is given any kind of discussion let alone be allowed to happen, we have learnt that these developments are unsustainable and ecological disasters. It is up to people like you to prevent this kind of destruction so please think of the consequences. Besides it is becoming increasingly obvious with world oil prices that even the affluent amongst us will not be flying about in the manner they have become accustomed to. Please, please learn by the mistakes of the western world that has been greedy and totally detached from the natural world that we are so totally dependant on, action that has made us all as stressed, depressed and as fragile in our existence as a species as the millions of others that we have and are driving to extinction . Look after your own, as locally and sustainably as is humanly possible, and think of future generations, we need long term permaculture not the smash and grab ethos that has sadly permeated so many of our societies today. I really hope with all my heart that we as a species will develop a sense of responsibility and love for the rest of our beautiful planet and all its other fantastic and diverse populations but all the time projects like this are allowed to continue there seems little hope in stopping or even curbing the gross mismanagement of planet earths resources that has grown with our excessive wants.  Deb Pepper, Penzance, -- GB
Not all areas of the world need to be developed for tourism to make alot of money. Some places need to be kept natural and beautiful for people to appreciate not by building a resort.  Walter Mikulski, Vicksburg, MS US
what is this with people...they have to destroy everything....  Milica Panic, Belgrade, -- CS
Please do not do this to such a beautiful natural marine and eco-system. The reason why tourists come to these parts of the world is because they are unspoiled PLEASE DO NOT SPOIL THEM - they are so important to the whole world  Alison Archer, St. John's, -- AG
As humans, it is our purpose to protect our planet and treasure it, not destroy it and pollute it. We have lost our purpose along the way of technology and we should be ashamed of ourselves as humans.  Adriana Klansnic, Colorado Springs, CO US
During the summer of 2007 I spent 2 weeks conducting field studies of birds on Beef Island and was impressed by the quantity of good habitat for migratory and resident birds. These sites are of great biological and economic value to the BVI and should be protected and enhanced. Pease do not hesitate to contact me if I can be of further assistance.  James Corven, Sandwich, MA US
Please be a better leader than what we have by not allowing this beautifull island to be destroyed. If I am correct no more new earth is being created while we as humans destroy what little is left!  Vincent and Barbara Smolinski, Selbyville, DE US
The tropical areas & coral reefs are necessary for ocean life. Protection must be primary for all these areas.  B Morello, White Pine, TN US
We're in a recession; who's got the money for a fancy resort anyway? Protect your islands while they're still above water. With global warming developing at the rate it is, in a little while you might not have them.  Beatrice Benders, Brooklyn, NY US
Save Beef Island!  tammy spice, Roanoke, IN US
Please, please protect this important island. CA and RT have already made a negative impact on their environments, look at the beauty and financial gains eco-tourism have brought to SJ for guidance.  Sara Cleveland, Austin, TX US
too many resorts on the planet as it is thank you very much !  sharon bykerk-lonergan, jersey city, NJ US
Why are all of the CLUELESS people running things?  john tribolet, Veneta, OR US
The world needs more natural beauties.  Samantha Pajor, Hanover Park, IL US
You can either have divers or golfers. Not both.  D. H. Strong, Chicago, IL US
PLEASE; refrain from this destructive development. Does everything have to go down for so-called DEVELOPMENT?  Patsy Lowe, Simi Valley, CA US
There are so many resorts now. Please do not destroy this beautiful and rare habitat.  Judy Lust, El Dorado Hills, CA US
There are too many resorts now, but certainly not enough protected pristine areas that can be enjoyed by all. Save this area for future generations to enjoy.  Renee Still Day, Pueblo, CO US
Please halt the completion of this project. Resorts are already at a saturation point market-wise and it would be a tremendous mistake to develop another one and destroy this rare resource as a consequence. "Eco"spots are becoming the most sought destinations since people are trying to avoid the clutter that is now so common and ubiquitous throughout the Caribbean. Please take this trend into consideration. Thank you, Chris Burney  Christopher Burney, Lakeland, FL US
Please do not give in the the pressure of big business to make profits off of the beautiful and natural ecosystem of Hans Creek Lagoon. Please do not involve yourself in their greed and dreams of increased tax revenues for the area. Humans are threatening all areas of the planet, and we do not have that right. We must respect what God made and leave it as it is, untouched. What a legacy for yourself to have been a part of that legacy of nature. Thank you.  Judith Pecho, Corrales, NM US
Dear Sirs I feel it is important to do this. Love lori wilds  lori wilds, hyannis, MA US
do we really need another resort? another golf course? please rethink the impact that this will have on the ecosystem. time to regulate money loving people who rape the land for profit.  lori beth schwab, san diego, CA US
I was just in the British VI and they are one of the most beautiful places in the world--don't ruin it!!  Paula West, Lynchburg, VA US
this is how you find, use the USA google search engine to search for this term: EXTINCTCULTURE, that has no spaces in the word and then its the top link on the results page  Matthew Tripp, Moore, SC US
A resort can be built pretty much anywhere, anytime. An forest, a coral reef, an ecosystem - these take thousands of years to build and just days to destroy. The world really doesn't need another 5-star resort, but pristine ecosystems, forests and reefs all seem to be in increasingly short supply.  Keegan Roberson, san francisco, CA US
Another 5 star hotel vs a priceless ecosystem - the choice is simple!  Colleen Rodger, San Francisco, CA US
Protect natural beauty, not destroy it!  Jane Brady, Spring Hill, TN US
While I understand that resorts offer additional jobs for people, the amount of resources being used by such businesses is taking a huge toll on our ecological systems all over the world. Please, protect this amazing ecosystem and say NO to Big Business!  Terri Wickwire, Petaluma, CA US
I strongly belief protecting the unique wildlife and beauty of the Beef island for future generations is more important than building yet another golf course. Please act now!  Nita Hyrkkanen, Edinburgh, -- GB
We must protect these areas.  Marian Cruz, Hollister, CA US
Protect your natural resources, they will be worth far more in the future than yet another trashy golf course  jacky wrighton, Jhb, -- ZA
The greatness of a nation and its moral progress can be judged by the way its animals are treated-Mahatma Gandhi  Claire Corey, brooklyn, NY US
Please pay attention to our eco-system!!  Patricia Akers, Westminster, CO US
liberacion animal!!!!!  raquel yisela, maracaibo, -- VE
You have the very rare chance to preserve a tropical paradise. As the rest of the world destroys its various wilderness areas, you will be one of the very few left in the entire world. Just think of what people will pay for the privilege of visiting such a place down the line. Destroy it now, and you miss out on millions -- you would be just one of hundreds and hundreds of canned resorts with nothing unique to offer.  Katherine Iosif, San Francisco, CA US
crazy  Miodrag Ilic, Vranje, -- CS
We can no longer afford to have more of our Marine life treatened. I urge you to put a stop tothese practices and start living a green life.  Todd Collins, Victoria, BC CA
The richest few should simply not be able to enter an environment and decimate it for their own fun and enjoyment. Nature created this beautiful place, let's not have humans ruin yet more  Kathy Varese, Cross Plains, WI US
I have been to the BVI and believe that there is no way that the money reaped from the development will ever equal the future benefit towards tourism of keeping alive the most precious resources. In the end development like that reduces value.  Wendy Solomon, Pgh., PA US
EcoSYSTEM...the word SYSTEM should hit home. Your own body is a SYSTEM and you know for example, what happens when cancer hits a life SYSTEM. It can be corrected if caught in time and is fatel if not. Development is the cancer to the ecoSYSTEM in the British Virgin Islands. Thank you for your time and efforts to PROTECT waht you NEED not what you want.  S. Brennan, Chula Vista, CA US
Please do not allow to destroy this "treasure" place ...the health of marine ecosystems is very important to me and should be to ALL OF US in this world. Just reflect what is happening to our world (Earth)...please, no more destructions....!  Irene wyka, Toronto, Ontario M6r 1p5, -- CA
No more resorts Please !!! Don't we have enough golf courses!!!  Sherod Dixon, Las Vegas, NV US
Please Help Thank You.  Dean Rich, Escondido, CA US
The most beautiful places on earth are those that are undisturbed by man, think of future generations :) There is a famous quote, " When all the trees have been cut down, when all the animals have been hunted, when all the waters are polluted, when all the air is unsafe to breathe, only then will you discover you cannot eat money. ~ Cree Prophecy. ï Treat the earth well: it was not given to you by your parents, it was loaned to you by your children. We do not inherit the Earth from our Ancestors, we borrow it from our Children. ~ Ancient American Indian Proverb, I hope theses thoughts help to broaden your horizons, much love Sam  Samantha Manton, London, -- GB
There are plenty of golf courses and luxury hotels, but integrated ecosystems are becoming more and more rare! Take care of what you have -- it will be a treasure that increases in value! Don't cave to the short sighted developers -- we as a planet need natural beauty now more than ever!  Michael Conley, Milford, NH US
The last thing any of us needs is another 'five-star' resort! What about five star scenery and protecting wildlife? I would much rather visit your islands to see that than another tacky hotel!  Amanda McDonald, Flagstaff, AZ US
I come to the islands to get away from big corporate hotels, cars and shopping. I do understand the need for financial security, just think, keeping it natural will be the financial draw that you ultimately will achieve just by keeping it clean and preserved. NO MORE COMMERCIAL CRAP - Keep the prestine beaches, ponds, tropical forests, coral reefs and you will make a boat load of money, guaranteed!!  Joraine McKellar, Santa Cruz, CA US
Tell theBritish to disobey  and do the right thing.  Thomas Fedorka, Brooksville, FL US
You rich folks can play golf anywhere!! Keep this area pristine for the sake of planet earth!!  berry lee, durham, NC US
Please listen, note our concern!  Evelyn McKinley  MBE, London, -- GB
Leave it alone  Stephanie English, London, -- GB
Protect the British Virgin Islands Marine Area From Development  Virginia Pereyra, Montevideo, -- UY
I'm asking to please protect our planet. This is not needed.  Dave Hoerst, Cleves, OH US
In the world today any building that is considered must make conservation a top priority.  Letitia Noel, Chicago, IL US
Protect our Planet. Mankind is running out of time.  Denise Vanaria, Cocoa, FL US
Stop ravaging Beef Island!  Eldon w, St. Petersburg, FL US
Beef Island has the most important mangrove ecosystem in the BVI please protect it.  Janis Jones, Pembroke Pines, FL US
I do no think that this is a good idea. Think of all the backlash you will receive if this goes ahead, not only from environmentalists but the public.  Katherine Mann, Sydney, -- AU
There are more than enough resorts on BVI. Please please please preserve teh coral reefs and salt ponds.  Fae Elemoso, silver spring, MD US
In a world that is rapidly falling apart, we need to save what little we can - especially if it was already endangered and rare. It will only become more so, and all the more reason to save it now.  Coyote Buckthorn, Laytonville, CA US
Please help with this.  Paul Brelin, Sebastopol, CA US
LEAVE NATURE ALONE FOR ONCE AND FOR ALL  Carol  S Bostick, Rockville, MD US
We must protect this beautiful area from destruction for senseless purposes. It would be a shame to see all the beauty on this earth be destroyed & dissappear forever. Let's protect all the beauty on this earth, for future generation to be blessed by the beautiful sight of this habitat. Please, let's keep it natural & beautiful the way God created it.  Ruth Leibowitz, Keansburg, NJ US
We must realize that it is our duty to protect this world treasure for the health of our planet and those who inhabit it.  Pat Sevitski, Santa Barbara, CA US
We do not need another resort in a pristine place like Beef Island....the inpact would be detrimental to the ecology of the BVI.  Lynda Leixner, Boca Raton, FL US
I have very happy memories of a week-long cruise in the British Virgin Islands. That natural beauty is irreplaceable; no golf course and hotel complex could ever make up for its loss.  Barbara Anspach, Baltimore, MD US
Dear Rt. Honorable Ralph T. O'Neal, Premier of the British Virgin Islands: I understand that you wish to help your constituents to become self-sufficient and that pandering to tourists seems like a terrific way to make money. However, your proposed vacationers' paradise will rape your beautiful islands of plants and animals. Perhaps an eco-tourism destination would be the better way to go? Please protect your ecosystems rather than destroy them. Jessica Jepsen  Jessica Jepsen, San Diego, CA US
When I visit your islands, the thing that impresses me is not the grandeur of the hotel but the beauty of the natural environment. Don't make the wrong trade. Don't ruin the beautiful ecosystem that is so much a part of your lands  Warren  C. Ellmann, Sussex, WI US
I have been coming to the BVI for the past 10 years and consider it to have some of the best diving and snorkling and anchoring spots in the area. I value to remote setting of Beef Island being next to busy Tortola. Please keep this area at minimal development as it seems to be the last parcel left that isn't inundated by commercialsim.  Theodore Koeman, Grand Junction, CO US
IF YOU THINK THAT WE SHOULD DEMOLISH OUR HOUSE AND BUILD A SEPTIC TANK THERE, THAN THIS IDEA TO BUILD A HOTEL IN A MARINE IS !!!!!!!!!!!!! :(  Ramasamy Valliyammai, Kuala Lumpur, -- MY
Walk the talk, begin to repair the damage done but saving what little is left.  Deanna Dulen, Lee Vining, CA US
The health of this ego system is very important to me. The whole egosystem will fall apart.  Carole McGoldrick, San Francisco, CA US
There would seem to be enough of this type of luxury resort already existing in the Caribbean and elsewhere, catering for the most part only to the wealthy. It is seriously open to question whether the economic gain which may be realized by another of these resorts is worth the risk of losing even a part of the unique ecosystem of the British Virgin Islands.  Robert Margell, Marble Falls, TX US
I have just returned from Mexico and have seen what development has and is continuing to do. None of it positive.  Janet Henne, Rego Park, NY US
Beef Island needs to be protected because of it's extremely important mangrove in the BVI.  Ginger Young, Spring, TX US
Please protect this valuable resource  Barbara McClain, Idaho City, ID US
Let's work together as a society to protect where we can for future generations.  Diana Wright, Klamath Falls, OR US
Krazie Katt (a.k.a. - kk )  Kathy Byrd, Dacula, GA US
Dear  Ralph T. O'Neal, Premier of the British Virgin Islands, I am very concerned about threats to the marine environment around Beef Island on the British Virgin Islands. Beef Island boasts important dry tropical forest, and mangroves that are integrated with sea grass, salt ponds and coral reef habitats. The ecosystem of Hans Creek Lagoon, a marine protected area, is crucial for sustaining viable fisheries around Beef Island and throughout the territory. The proposed hotel, marina and golf course complex would destroy this world-class treasure. Beef Island has the most important mangrove ecosystem in the BVI, second in acreage only to far-flung Anegada. All of Tortola's nine mangrove ecosystems have already been decimated or destroyed by development. Mangrove systems provide nurseries for hatchling birds and juvenile fish, homes for lobster and conch and feeding grounds for waders and waterfowl. Destruction of the Beef Island ecosystem will be a devastating blow to both the fishing and the tourist industries. The whole ecosystem is important ecologically and economically to both these cornerstones of the BVI's success. Researchers have found up to 80% of all commercially important fish species live in Hans Creek. No other area has such a high recorded diversity. It is a hugely important nursery habitat which supplies other parts of the BVI with big fish. BVI legislation recognizes the importance of the environment. The problem is holding the government accountable and enforcing these laws. International confidence in the BVI's decision-making process has been shaken by several contraventions of the Planning Act. These form the basis of the Virgin Islands Environmental Council's challenge. For example, the Planning Act says that a development has to obey all written laws in the territory, and the Fisheries Regulations says that: "No person shall carry out any development activity, which may or is likely to adversely impact on a marine protected area." Yet the proposed development will devastate Hans Creek Marine Protected Area. Additionally, I am gravely concerned about the Development Agreements that pre-agreed planning permission, and the Order that was passed to allow the Minister alone to approve all developments exceeding USD10m in value. I urge you to review these decisions urgently. An agreement to revisit the process at this stage, as called for by VIEC, would ensure that worldwide confidence is restored in the BVI decision-making process. Sincerely, Mark Bailey  Mark Bailey, Northwich, -- GB
SALVO TUTTI aIUTIAMO LA TERRA E QUELLO CHE CUSTODISCE!!!!!!!!!!! sALVIamo tutta la terra!!!!!!!!!  rebecca ruiti, roma, -- IT
I know that you are doing your best to meet every challenge coming your way. If there is anything that you can do to helo with this issue please know that it will be appreciated greatly.  Cheyenne Hernandez, bakersfield, CA US
Please protect our environment and its creatures of nature.  Brenda Allen, London ON, -- CA
beauty is only "beautiful" if it's natural. out of everything that annoys me, artificial beauty is the worst. whether it's bottox and plastic surgery or a room with a view that has it's view destroyed (that's what happened to us) save the nature, stop the rupture!!  sophie hannah tucker, lee on solent, -- GB
The natural world must be preserved for the future. There are numerous other sites that can be developed without the destruction of this one.  Colin Head, Doddington, March, -- GB
This is a great opportunity for you to do better than out country has in protecting the environment.  Russ Naranjo, Charlottesville, VA US
ONCE LOST NEVER REGAINED  Paul Richards, London, -- GB
You know deep down inside (beyond the wallet) what the RIGHT thing to do is, now please do it!  Greg Wilson, toms river, NJ US
Is yet another holiday resort really worth reducing the natural beauty of place like this.  Lyndon Hessing, Manchester, -- GB
PERCHË VOGLIO SALVARE GLI ANIMALI DI QUELL' ISOLA.  ALBERTO TEARDO, albisola, -- IT
Please help to preserve the marine environment around Beef Island  Allison Benn, St. Anns, -- TT
If you build , I will not come. Please leave this area alone .  Frances Scuteri-Moore, Satellite Beach, FL US
For goodness sake, which is the more important, knocking a little ball around, or saving our precious wild-life?  Tony Ashford, Nottingham., -- GB
Stop using every beautiful stretch of land to make a resort. Some of us would love to just be able to look at a landscape without a lot of junk and buildings ruining the vue!  Rachael McManus, Marietta, OH US
A resort in sympathy with the natural resourses already in place would be far more valuable  Roxanne Clark, Sudbury, Suffolk, -- GB
let us leave natural beauty unspoiled  mary smith, winter springs, FL US
We do not need to put something on every empty lot. A lot of us prefer the good o'l fashion outdoors.  Brenda Vargas, Zephyrhills, FL US
I think there would be better places for you to build your hotel than this area and I would hope that you would find a different place than something so endangered and that would have a far greater impact on the ocean and its animals which we need to protect with everything we have in us.  Jeanette Kirk, Colona, IL US
healthy environment cannot be bought like that stinking hotel.  vicki hood, roseburg, OR US
In this enlightened era we need more Nature. Start by protecting your existing ecosystem which is so beautiful that when I first saw this beauty I was thrilled and I know many more after me will feel the same way. As a young generation I want to see these beauties around for as long as possible so please join force and do your very best not to destroy what this island is blessed with.  Leni & Uma Maraj-Singh, Rego Park, NY US
Save it!  Amy Slagle, Kyle, TX US
Beef Island is an ecologically important area in the British Virgin Islands (BVI) complete with live corals (including the endangered Elkhorn Coral), one of the most important mangrove systems, precious salt ponds and the Hans Creek Lagoon System - all integral parts of the island's ecosystem and local fishing economy.  Karen D'Andrea, Chicago, IL US
YOU HAVE A UNIQUE AND YET PRISTINE ECOLOGOY, WHICH I HAVE SEEN GET DESTROYED EVEN IN PROTECTED AREAS OF THE US VIRGIN ISLANDS. PLEASE HOLD THIS PLACE IN RESERVE FOR ITS UNIQUE AND FRAGILE VALUE TO THE ENVIRONMENT.  IRA MARKS, FREDERICK, MD US
We are the caretakers of this planet and its resources. You are responsible for the marine environment around Beef Island. Once it's destroyed, you will not get this back. There are plenty of resorts and places for people to spend money. Eventually people may pay to actually see untouched areas! Please consider taking greater care of our planet -- consider the greater impact of your choices.  Cheryl Boyd Shoop, Newbury Park, CA US
Think before you act. Once vital habitats are destroyed, they can never be reclaimed. THINK BEFORE YOU ACT!  Margret Fox, Santa Rosa, CA US
Please,listen to the all the appealing voices,my country Ghana also is suffering under such circumstances,when you stop and listened,others would also support the cause of my country,thanks.  DANIEL TETTEH, Accra, -- GH
TAKE THE POLITICIANS HABITATS AWAY!!!! MAKE THEM EXTINCT!!!!  Deanna Downs, Chambersburg, PA US
please do this for the wildlife if only because you can.  Kristine Daniels, Ipswich, -- GB
We need to keep as much natural ecosystem area intact as possible, especially one as beautiful as this!  Matthew Planchard, Hattiesburg, MS US
We have too many maarine environment areas destroyed by development and we have lost precious resources and species of life. Please protect our world and make the good choice to refuse development of the suggested complex. Thank you.  Stacee DeSpain, logan, UT US
Dear Premier O'Neal, I work in the hospitality industry at a great resort in British Columbia. We are dependent upon the natural beauty and resources that bring us our tourists and this enables us a good lifestyle. I understand the desire for expansion and luxury yet I wonder if all the danger of loss to natural ecosystems is fully valued as humans progress further into natural habitats. Please be aware of treading softly and do your research on the unequivical loss you may be party to.  Shanna Webb, Whistler, BC CA
While the BVI are some of the most beautiful areas in the world, developments and excessive tourism tend to destroy that beauty. I have watched this happen to several spectacular dive locations - I believe it you leave the marine parks as areas available to see but not to stay in and it's not too easy to get to, you will get the kind of visitors who will respect these natural habitats instead of killing them for human convenience.  Denise Lutenbacher, Richmond, TX US
I am so concerned that tourism financial interests seem to over-ride the protection of the environment and wildlife generally which these proposals would destroy.Surely it would be in the interest of the Virgin Islands to promote tourism because of the wonderful environmental features,There are too many places internationally focused on beaches,golf courses etc  Derek Brown, Haslemere Surrey, -- GB
I hope you will resist the temptation for quick financial gain and see the longer term benefits that with creativity can create even greater financial, environmental gains for all of us. I hope we change our political leadership from being near sighted and search for what will benefit all the creatures given to us! What about a National Park honoring all the riches that exist on Beef Island! Cynthia Willson  Cynthia Willson, Cheyenne, WY US
Aren't there enough deluxe resorts already in the Caribbean and on this planet for well-heeled clients to visit? Do we really need to destroy more natural habitats in the name of greed and "progress"?  William Hayes, Hemet, CA US
Marine environment around Beef Island on the British Virgin Islands must be vigorously protected.  Prakash Shrivastava, Bhopal, -- IN
We don't need more playgrounds for the wealthy, we need to preserve what little is left of the pristine natural treasures that exist on this planet.  Kelly McConnell, Tigard, OR US
We can not let a hotel destroy the rich enviroment of the british virgin islands. STOP the development. These islands are the homes to so many precious species and wildlife, that play an important niche in our world. We can not let them be destroyed and to let their habitats be demolished to build a meesly golf course. This island supports so much life. Stop trying to take it away. Stop thinking about profits and money and think about our future. It doesnt exist if you keep destroying our planet! So many endagered species live on these islands, it is one of they few rich habitats left in the world. Why do you want to destroy it? Stop killing our planet! PLEASE i beg you to reconsider. Do NOT let the construction and destruction take place on these islands.  Elisa Achiluz, Toronto, -- CA
Thank you Mr. O'Neal for considering this petition.  Craig Hicken, Cane Garden Bay, -- VG
The ROI for this five-star resort on a planet without adequate wild, natural habitats is net negative in the grand scheme of things. It would be criminal to build this monument to human greed and reckless indulgence.  Emily Walker, San Diego, CA US
Please listen to our opinions!!  Brenda Martin, Cornwall, -- GB
There are more vital things than money. Read the story of Midas with the gift of gold.  Kara McCormack, Anstruther, -- GB
Please do not put leisure and tourism before the natural treasures of Beef Island. Hotels are two a penny the mangrove ecosystem is priceless.  Heather Robbins, Oxford, -- GB
Stop this crulty to all marine animals now!!!!  Bella Singer, Stafford Springs, CT US
As our observations of the Florida Keys and Key West have shown, the irreparable damage of tourism cannot be permitted to continue at the cost of the priceless ecosystem. The promises of sustainment, replacement, and support for the environment are never fulfilled and the entire region suffers as a result. The increasing price of fuel and concomitant increases in travel costs will limit the visitors to this complex anyway - why destroy an important region for a soon-to-be-bankrupt venture?  Victoria Reeder, Springfield, VA US
Please keep clean  ben le, san jose, CA US
Enough already.  Chloe Ekman, Auckland,n.z, -- NZ
As a fellow Virgin Islander(US) I implore you to save the marine environment around Beef Island.  Gerda Wright, Penfield, NY US
BVI/Tortola is the most beautiful place I've been on vacation! It would not seem right to have a huge resort on Beef Island. Beef Island and Tortola is truly a treasure above and below the water. The diving is absolutely breathing taking. Now to know that all of the might be taken away so someone can get rich from natural beauty makes me sick. Leave Beef Island alone. If those of you how have never been there the only thing on that island is the airport and the chickens and roosters. But the view is breathing!! It will be interesting to see what happens! If it does happen we will probably never go back.  Cherie Matos, Amherst, OH US
The Nature is act of our Living God  Goce Stojmirov, Skopje, -- MK
As human beings we are accountable to the Creator and God of all the earth. We do not own nature but are to be caretakers of the environment. If we keep destroying the last intact ecosystems, we are sacrificing our ecosphere to the monster of greed, also known as the god of mammon. And we as individuals will be held accountable, if not during this life, then after. We should make our choices FOR life while we can. Destruction of environment means death.  Rose Beckmann, Boydton, VA US
Why would we allow this to happen? For money? Lets kill everything so our decendents can have nothing of beauty, no coral reefs? Are we as humans that greedy to take this away from our family to build a hotel?  Vanessa Fry, Dowagiac, MI US
As a tourist who comes for the natural beauty and related activities, another resort is the last thing I want to see in this pristine ecosystem! Stop the madness!!!!  Kate Nelligan, Townsend, MA US
Replacing beautiful and important wildlife and fauna with yet another useless resort is disrespectful of our earth. There are plenty of hotels and golf courses around the world--and while in the short term building one might bring in money, in the long term the cost will be much greater. If tourism is your goal, why not invest in limited eco-friendly tours that will preserve your islands' environment and natural beauty?  Annalisa Steinnes, Seattle, WA US
A resort of any star ranking is not worth any life. These animals depend on this land to live; you only want to take it away from them for pleasure, which can already be sought somewhere else anyway. It's so selfish.  Maddie Stone, Jefferson City, MO US
Would you consider working WITH the environment, and being a 'green' resort?  Carrie Aikman, Los Angeles, CA US
Please help save this gem! Eco tourism is the way of the future. All will not be lost if this project is stopped. The countries who will do best in the future are those where the eco-systems have been protected.  Diane Ashby, Ottawa, -- CA
One day with mans greed there will be no places of great natural beauty left just to 'be'. Let people play golf somewhere else.  Carolyn Marriott, Coconut Grove, -- AU
I have a life of my own family and all grandchildren, please do as we ask to make our chrildren  Joline Henniger, South Point, OH US
As someone who has travelled to Tortolla and it's Beef Island on several occasions, I implore you not to build this resort/golf complex. Over the years of travel to your country, I have seen first hand the gradual destruction of the habitat that makes your island unique. Building a complex like this will only serve to accelerate the destruction of this habitat to its FINALITY! There's no going back once it's gone.  Richard Kelly, Plymouth, MA US
I feel you must preserve the natural habitat and forgo the lure of elitist dollars.Protect the natural beauty of this treasure if we wanted fake looking places to visit wed go to vegas.Keep it real and natural.NO to developement lure people in with that premise there are very few places left.  krisann guidotti, tonawanda, NY US
On visits to this wonderful area, I have decided that there is no more beautiful place than the islands and blue water of the Virgin Island area. Please protect this special paradise. I want my grandchildren to be able to visit it.  Rachel Flake, Austin, TX US
Please protect the British Virgin Islands--we really need to have some strong ecosystems in this world...let's face it--there are not many left..can we leave this one? Please help-Thanks Wendy  wendy mullen, san juan bautista, CA US
I have visited your beautiful island a couple of times and found it to be a virtual paradise. I thought I had died and gone to heaven! It would be such a shame to spoil the natural beauty of your beaches like all the other built up islands by building such a huge resort.  Donna Sunn, Toronto, ON CA
Why do governments see the need to destroy in order to gain, wheres the gain for our planet and our children if this goes ahead.There must be a better way.  White Owl, Fremantle, -- AU
Humans are the most invasive species on the planet. The first thing they do is find paradise and then kill it.  Dave Kisor, Riverside, CA US
The world has plenty of resorts, marinas and golf courses. We are running out of places that can truely be called paradise. We need to save the few we have left.  Jane Menzie, West Monroe, LA US
Why is it that when ever we have something beautiful we feel compelled to exploit and thus destroy it????  lynda simpson, Sainte-catherine, -- CA
We are losing so many precious and priceless places in the World. We MUST become better stewards of the Earth! It is the only planet we've got!  Kathryn Sinclair, Edmonton, -- CA
don't we have ENOUGH? seriously, how much more of the natural world do we need to consume. enough is enough.  Kenlyn Kolleen, Boulder, CO US
Dear Premier. Once it has gone you will never get it back! Save this treasure for the world and generations to come. Thank you.  Pim Kemp, Nr Colchester, -- GB
We can't destory the land God gave to us.  Laura Fleischer, Flushing, NY US
How could you allow some godless greedy company to come into an area like this that is a world treasure. It is your duty as a human being to protect this area. The world has plenty of hotels and golf courses. If they want to build a hotel and golf course let them pick someplace else.  Thomaxs Baker, phoenix, AZ US
I TRUST YOUR COMMON SCENCE WILL PREVAIL AND YOU WILL PUT A STOP TO THIS INSANE IDEA THANKYOU.  NEIL BISSEX, BRISTOL, -- GB
You are fortunate to have a slice of paradise therefore you are called, as good stewards to preserve it in its present form for generations to come.  Marguerite D. Lovett, Long Beach, CA US
This is so easy and hard at the same time. There are favorable reasons for which this area should remain protected, and that is that the regulations forbid any developement activity for a protected marine area. The proposed project should be rejected, since there are enough damages areas as it was stated that eight of them have been destroyed for a similar cause, so I think we don't want this to happen again, because we are replacing something more valuable for a bunch of human luxury and devastating for both economical and ecological wellness. So there are more than enough reasons to reject this decision of constructing, we should be thinking how to save species that are at risk of extintion instead of putting this issue in a favorable situation. The conviction might be hard, but the decision is really easy, is in your hands, and we're sure you'll do what is right and not give consent of destroying animals, nature, and economy.  Reyna Rodriguez, Peoria, AZ US
I think it is important to not let this continue, because other areas have been destroyed for man's actions, and their greed for profit not regarding how irreversible and harmful it is for the enviroment, the animals, nature, and economy.  Jose Luis Rodriguez, Durango, -- MX
Part of the attraction to the islands is the peaceful atmosphere and the beautiful ecology there. Please do not ruin this by building man-made structures. They islands were made to be natural and fragile wildlife populations depend on this. Thank you.  Samantha Gates, Cheltenham, -- GB
The is only one world ad we must save the purity as much a possible.  Candice Page, Murray, UT US
We have to protect whats left of our world for future generations.  Pauline Brannigan, East Kilbride, -- GB
Sacrificing habitat for tourism only means that the tourists will have nothing to see when they get there.  Mercedes R Lackey, Claremore, OK US
It's priceless - stop before it's too late!  Chris Mccabe, Sandy, -- GB
Developing a tropical paradise so that it looks like any other development is senseless, and an affront to God's wonderful creation  Sammi Gray, Aberdeen, -- GB
These beatiful islands are ecologically vital and cannot be built upon for short -term profit. To do so is a crime against humanity.  Graham Derrick, Leeds, -- GB
Please reconsider your decision to allow this development to go ahead on Beef Island. Almost everywhere in the world pristine locations are being over developed, these places are so very fragile and in some cases, like this one is, the delicate balance is extremely important to the ecosystem of the mangroves.  Jill Vickerman, Western Cape, -- ZA
Beef Island's marine envieonment must be peotected for future generations.  Sushmita Shrivastava, Bhopal, -- IN
You cannot replace and rarely repair the environment when such development occurs. Please stop your plan.  Jo Young, Mancos, CO US
The last thing we need in the caribbean right now is a new hotel - adding more rooms to the undeer used inventory. What we need greatly is the preservation of the points of natural beauty which are so rapidly disappearing. Never to be experienced by our successors.  Antony Johnson, St. John's00001, -- AG
I just came from a snorkelling trip here in my country and it left me feeling really blessed to be so close to nature. I hope that you can help preserve what's little of it left. Make a difference, Premier!  Ris Catindig, Sta. Cruz, Laguna, -- PH
It's about time to start saving the planet!  Claudia Andrei, London, -- GB
As I've researched this issue, I have to wonder what your REAL bottom line logic is for building another hotel in this area? It is obvious more hotels are not what is needed. Why can't--or won't--you leave "well enough alone"? Why can't big business embrace nature/our planet and help sustain it; rather than seemingly always being so anxious to destroy what we do have left?  J R Hansen, SIOUX FALLS, SD US
Please don't allow greedy corporate profiteers to destroy yet another pristine, fragile and beautiful ecosystem.  Anne Curran, Sarasota, FL US
I am very concerned about threats to the marine environment around Beef Island on the British Virgin Islands. Once again it seems that money and greed override any concern for a natural wildlife habitat which was living there long before man became ruled by money! Beef Island boasts important dry tropical forest, and mangroves that are integrated with sea grass, salt ponds and coral reef habitats. The ecosystem of Hans Creek Lagoon, a marine protected area, is crucial for sustaining viable fisheries around Beef Island and throughout the territory. The proposed hotel, marina and golf course complex would destroy this world-class treasure. Beef Island has the most important mangrove ecosystem in the BVI, second in acreage only to far-flung Anegada. All of Tortola's nine mangrove ecosystems have already been decimated or destroyed by development. Mangrove systems provide nurseries for hatchling birds and juvenile fish, homes for lobster and conch and feeding grounds for waders and waterfowl.  Kelly Giarratano, Kenner, LA US
Coral reefs, mangroves and forests are of greater long term beneift to mankind, and other living things, than resorts. We have to make development decisions with the good of the planet as our first priority.  Robert Knox, quincy, MA US
A rere and intact tropical ecosystem is worth far more than one more resort placed on a dead seaside lot. Please think for the long term and act to preserve your treasure for the future of all people.  Margaret Adam, Bozeman, MT US
PLEASE ACT RESPONSIBILY NOW  Phyllis Saling, Ligonier, PA US
If the country of Belize can maintain its eco systems by insisting that anyone who visits it forests, resides in modest forest camps, so can the BVI provide something which encourages ecotourism but still protects the environment. Please look beyond the multinational company and the easy buck and protect what is your birthright. PLEASE NO MORE GOLF COURSES AND MARINAS - THEY HAVE SPREAD LIKE A VIRUS IN THE WORLD!!  Ruth Hunt, Eastbourne, East Sussex, -- GB
THESE IRREPLACEABLE NATURAL TREASURES MUST BE PRESERVED FOR GENERATIONS TO COME!  Jeannette Hassberg, San Francisco, CA US
don't be the typical money greedy premier and sell off the BVI's natural resources in favour of commercialism. The BVI are developing so fast they will soon be spoilt just like the USVI...YUK!  Jane Tyrrell, Turrialba, -- CR
Beef Island in the British Virgin Islands features live corals, mangrove systems, salt ponds and lagoons - all threatened by a five-star resort, marina and golf course.  Ayan Gudda, Vidisha, -- IN
Time for us to care about the long tere effects on geographical areas..time to care more for the plants and animals given us by a wise and kind ecologist, known in the English language as God, than lining the pockets of big money investors steeped in the passions that feed greed and enmity between people and disregard the value of other life forms that co-exist with us for a reason.  Dee Rossi, Mesa, AZ US
As the song goes, "You don't know what you've got 'til it's gone." I lived through this in Florida.  John Nicol, Portland, OR US
Think occasionally of the suffering of which you spare yourself the sight." ~ Albert Schweitzer  nancy sowers, wilmington, NC US
Please stop the resort project and keep Beef Island ecologically beautiful.  Altaf Khen, Vidisha, -- IN
Please respect this important ecosystem!  Judy Coleman, Omaha, NE US

cuando el hombre respetara su planeta  Cameron Cortes, Guadalajara, -- MX
absolutely fandabidozzie!  steven holman, Lancing-sompting-gb, -- GB
Rare and elusive species of wildlife, including Caribbean roseate flamingos and West Indian whistling-ducks, depend on Beef Island habitat for their survival. But a planned five-star hotel, marina and golf course are threatening the existence of this world treasure! Please keep Beef Island safe from development.  Shaheen Dhapol, Bhopal, -- IN
The world has been losing 1% of it's biodiversity every year for the last 35 years. We have to draw a line.  Joseph Hopfner, Ste Rose Du Lac, MB CA
Please preserve such an important ecological site. It is our Generations responsibility to save areas such as this for the future.  sandy ovens, Nisida, -- GB
This proposed project is so wrong! Is mankind going to destroy all of its treasures & then realize its folly? Let us stop developing (i.e. raping) the planet while there's still something left to preserve!  Mary Dosch, Duluth, MN US
The development of the remaining natural islands is wrong. Reduction in numbers of fish in our oceans is already a major concern. The health of our oceans is another major concern. Development has badly damaged or destroyed so many natural mangrove systems. Development will destroy the ecosystem: it will bring people in large numbers to the location which will present problems with regard to garbage, waste management, etc.; having a marina will cause the discharge of human waste into the water from the boats; a golf course will result in runoff of chemicals into the waters and destruction of the natural balance which currently exists. Habitats must be protected if we are to have healthy oceans which require healthy coral reef systems. Everyone must take some responsibility for the future of this planet. You are in a position to be able to have a positive impact. I implore you to do the right thing.  Candace Tice-Tomasik, Toms River, NJ US
if it ain't broke, don't fix it!!!  Ruth Seltman, Tamarac, FL US
The marine environment around Beef Island on the British Virgin Islands must be vigorously protected. Beef Island has the most important mangrove ecosystem in the BVI.  Paveen Ksrivastava, Bhopal, -- IN
Save your beautiful country for all.  Shelby Norris, Lantana, FL US
The world doesn't need any more golf courses! This is not sustainable development. please think of the future not just short term gain.  Dru Leoidsson, Castletown, -- GB
In this day and age the impact we have had on the environment that past hundred years has began to show. Protecting Beef Island would be one of the great steps we can make to help reverse the destruction we are doing to the Earth and it's future generations of inhabitants.  James Bragado, St. Louis, MO US
We humans are the keepers of this Earth, it must be obvious that we cannot morally or Spiritually destroy any more Nature for our own physical gratification. Munay Ki, G. Wilson  Garry wilson, Brighton, -- GB
dont let developers destroy your land and make yourselves as people their slaves  anne stuart, Belfast, -- GB
SAVE THE MARINE ENVIRONMENTS IN THE BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS.  ANAND YOGENDRA, TUCSON, AZ US
Development is not always the best way to go. Please do not allow this large ugly hotel to be built on this pure, virgin land.  Joanne Campbell, Morganton, NC US
Do we not have enough of these on this planet? Yes, and you may be interested to know that mangroves are a natural protection against the type of disaster that happened recently in Burma. They removed large areas of mangrove and suffered far worse from the typhoon than they would have had they left them in place. I think its totally irresponsible to build anything on Beef Island.  Jackie Coombs, Bristol, -- GB
Too much needed natural habitat is being developed to the point where we need to start preserving what is left.  Katherine Kautz, Northglenn, CO US
Sir, I urge you to reconsider this development project. Thank you.  Susan Rappoport, La Jolla, CA US
The area is so important, keep it up.  Suzanna Reiff, North Port, FL US
Pristine, natural surroundings are increasingly hard to find. Protect what is most unique about Beef Island!  Catherine Goldwater, Hollis, NH US
We have enough land developed, it's time to preserve what nature we have left.  Misty Crary, Chandler, AZ US
Do we really need another 5-star hotel and/or golf course ANYwhere in the world? I don't think so!  Ethlyn Vogler, Beverly Hills, MI US
Natural beauty can be shared, but please save more land than you develope, please.  Deanna Korell-Hall, Ormond Beach, FL US
IF this resort is built, I will never be a customer. World Traveler, Mrs. Guzman  Vina Guzman, Susanville, CA US
Please protect this rare and important eco-system.  George SIMPSON, EASLEY, SC US
Stop the development with a golf course, hotel, & marina, save the animals!  Nicki Stoneman, Painesville, OH US
Beef Island is an ecologically important area in the British Virgin Islands (BVI) complete with live corals (including the endangered Elkhorn Coral), one of the most important mangrove systems, precious salt ponds and the Hans Creek Lagoon System - all integral parts of the island's ecosystem, a treasure.  Deborah Rickenbach RN, Lewisville, NC US
Leave the land as it is for all time.  Jeff Garmon, Folsom, LA US
does this really matter? yes, i believe so.  MItzi Hales-Harder, Sunriver, OR US
Don't destroy something so pristine and beautiful. It will be blood on your hands during your watch and you will regret it the rest of your life if you give in to the money desires of the greedy who would destroy the Beef Island beauty.  Paul Toxie, Herndon, VA US
all natrual areas must stay that way. we have enough area to use alreaddy.  john la veglia, elmhurst, NY US
I am American and lived in the British Virgin Islands a few years ago. I know that the reason many tourists such as myself come and visit are to see such VIRGIN areas that are threatened by this develeopment. Don't hurt yourself and the environment by allowing this to happen!!  Lisa Bennett, Sarasota, FL US
Please protect your precious natural resoures.  Suzy Siegmann, Temple Terrace, FL US
Some of God's creations should be preserved.  Tom Turner, Newport, RI US
The world needs all the natural habitat we can save. Please don't allow developers to further disrupt what is already a fragile planet. Thank you, Sheila Swan Laufer  Sheila Swan Laufer, Bodega Bay, CA US
When will the developing stop? Someone once said that we love some areas to death. Just look at Yosemite National Park. Bigger roads into the park, more parking space for those extra cars, and then what do you do with all the people trampling the trails, etc? Some people are now being bussed into the park. So what are you going to do? Build a bigger airport to accommodate the extra people to get to the Island? What will happen to the ecosystem once all those people arrive? The golfers don't care what happens to the wildlife or marine life, the developers surely don't care. It's all about money, isn't it? Who can make a buck the fastest. I am so sorry that you don't care enough to say....enough. No more developing.  Judy Lane, Rochester, MN US
I have sailed in the British Virgins many times. Why would you want to damage Beef Island's delicate ecosystem? There is plenty of tourism in the BVI and further building will make the area nothing special at all---just a pollluted, over-crowded "typical" Caribbean island, offering nothing noteworthy. Do your best to not contribulte to global warming and to keeping the integrity of Beef Island safe for future generations of all living things!  Reetzi Cee, new rochelle, NY US
I would rather visit an ecologically beautiful area than a resort which would destroy natural habitat.  Donna Gelder, Ellensburg, WA US
More catering toward the rich! Please leave this beautiful place alone!  Danielle Masek, Lisle, IL US
Please don't add to the destruction of the few natural beauty spots left in the world. There has to be an end to development of everything. It already is something.  Marilyn Raffaele, Cedar, MI US
The British Virgin Islands don't need another luxury resort; that is a very myopic and dangerous prospect. Protecting the true ecosystem will ensure responsible tourism for generations. Protecting the ecosystem will truly be an inheritance for all the world for generations to come. Sincerely, Donna Boguslav  Donna Boguslav, New York, NY US
You will end up like Hawaii....ecologically ruined!!!!!  claire lewis-jones, Frazier Park, CA US
Let's save what we can--while we still can! Once it's gone, there's no getting it back.  scott mahood, portland, OR US
As much as I like golf myself, I think that there are enough places to play golf without destroying irreplaceable habitats and ecosystems just so we can swat little balls around on expensive high maintenance grass.  Debra Bohannon, Sulphur Springs, TX US
Can I just suggest that instead of visiting another brand-name hotel that looks like any other, coming to British Virgin Islands to visit its unique fauna and flora is a much more appealing proposal as a tourist.  Andy Sikorski, Aventura, FL US
Don't be greedy and destroy the future.  Andrew Long, St Petersburg, FL US
A sensitive, well thought out project could protect the environment while at the same time encouraging tourism on the island.  Paul McDermott, Los Angeles, CA US
I too would much rather visit an ecologically beautiful area than a resort which would destroy natural habitat.  Karim Talhouni, Cambridge, MA US
I visited the BVI's a few years ago and I was amazed at their pristine beauty. Please don't let this beauty be threatened! Thank you.  K Smith, Sanford, NC US
Recently, I myself have become interested in eco-touring, as have many of my friends. The growing awareness of protecting the world's environment with growing numbers of people is an important factor as to where and how we spend our tourist money. Personally, I'd much rather see the natural world than another "typical" resort area that takes yet another piece of our beautiful planet away, while destroying more of the natural world. I'd take seeing the beauty of nature rather than yet another golf course any day. I hope you agree.  Robert Quay, Elkins Park, PA US
we have a responsibility to preotect these fragil places for our grandchildren  Maureen Lawry, Bldr, CO US
Why even consider destroying the most exquisite parts of this earth? This sort of development plan only dismantles what it hopes to gain. The time has come for real change and protecting all that is precious; otherwise we lose everything beautiful.  Cirsten Carle, Tucson, AZ US
You won't be able to undo this potential ecological nightmare.  Jerry King, Spokane, WA US
Having lived with similar challenges in Hawaii, please do not kill the goose that lays golden eggs on Beef Island. Once gone, all you would have left is a collection of concrete hotels, not a desirable destination for the tourists you would harbor.  Kristina Dyer, Kailua, HI US
If we do not preserve the nature God gave us NOW, then WHEN!?!?!?!?  Lu Cifer, Okeechobee, FL US
Now is the time to be restoring the planet not destroying it. Let's think outside the wallet.  ken wilson, petaluma, CA US
Protect our precious natural resources!  John Lewis, Elmhurst, IL US
Do we really need another golf course, Resort I can book year round so it seems you have enough already. looking at things as if we are the sole inhabitants of the earth and only our life time matters Is now showing its a very lousy way to think. Eco tourisim will bring more money to the people you should be helping the people who live there. I as alot of people will speak in the end with thier wallets. Mother nature will speak someday also in the end history is our judge . Good luck and God Bless you and yours MO'B  Michael O'Brien, Stoughton, MA US
Please protect this beautiful and ecologically important area. Thank you.  Scott Zippel, Union Springs, NY US
I believe we have taken a giant step toward killing the human race. We can not keep polluting and killing animals with no foresight and think we will have water to drink and food to eat forever.  Lorna Paisley, Joliet, IL US
Save your island for the future...world class hotels/golf courses and marinas are for rich only.  Gillian Hee, Miami, FL US
Sprawling, high end resorts that preserve nothing of the character of their settings are a thing of the past, and will soon be money-losers.  Teresa Mueller, Eugene, OR US
Time to save the planet first.  Norman Cressy, Los Angeles, CA US
Please preserve part of our paradise's on earth!  Melanie Rogers, Las Vegas, NV US
There are enough endangered species out there. By destroying this piece of land and its marine life. Things will take a sharper turn towards exinction for many species.  Tatum Lincoln, Burbank, CA US
Too much of our ecosystems are being destroyed just for greed, people see the natural beauty and want to build large hotels - destroy the environment just to make a buck.  Frank Curley, Middletown, NY US
All life depends on the Oceans not just the actual mammal, birds and fish that live in and on it. Man is 90% water and cannot survive for more than a few days without it. The planet needs water so that all plant life can grow and flourish. The animals of the world must also have water so that they can live and procreate. Without the Oceans the cycle of life on the entire planet would come to an end. If for nothing else other than the survival of mankind, the flora and fauna of Mother Earth the health of the Oceans must be protected.  Carmen Bonilla-Jones, Venice, FL US
As a Unitarian Universalist, I try to treat the Earth and its resources with respect. We are part on an interdependent web, after all.  Leslie Weinberg, Stamford, CT US
Hotel and golf courses are a dime a dozen all over the Caribbean. But the ecosystem of Beef Island is rare and very special. Build your stupid hotel somewhere else.  Pat Frieler, Columbia, SC US
I have been a visitor to beautiful Tortola, and would like to see it remain unchanged. Furthering development will take away from the natural beauty that draws nature lovers like myself to the area.  Ellen Kelleher, Milmont Park, PA US
I've lived in the USVI years ago and the United States has taken too many natural areas and ruined it. Please don't do the same in the British VI.  connie cropp, Plano, TX US
Please don't ruin the marine environment just to make some money.....it isn't worth the destruction that it will cost to the marine environment.  Carrie Lynn Moylan, Springfield, OR US
Please help, do not allow that this beautiful island to be destroyed, that is all beautiful animals and tropical forest. jPlease help. Respectuflly, Gloria Fraser Kingwood, Texas USA  Gloria Fraser, Kingwood,, TX US
Please look at the importance of preserving your beautiful islands for the future.  R. Bruce Williams, Chicago, IL US
While i not again develpment of any area. i do question the fact that you are doing it at a spot that would be more intertainer if you leave it alone and find another spot to put the resort at, you see that would be better because more tourists would come and see more the widelive there too and that would mean money for your country too.  darrett roberts, poughkeepsie, NY US
DON'T WRECK THIS ECOLOGICAL.AND PRISTINE PERFECT PLACE TO GREEDY MONEY HUNGRY CAPITALISTIC PIGS! STOP THIS CARNAGE BEFORE IT BEGINS.....LET BEEF ISLAND BE!  Lu    M. Shananaquet, Camdenton, MO US
Monstrous hotels, with golf courses and marine recreation, do not belong in ecologically sensitive areas such as this island. Have the financial backers invest in eco-turism. Get ideas from Costa Rica, not from the United States.  Joby McClendon, Austin, TX US
My family and I would much rather visit a ecologically beautiful area than one that has a great hotel. There are plenty of great hotels in the world, but not a unique ecosystem such as the one one Beef Island.Let it be, please.  Karen Larson, Chino, CA US
We need to protect these delicate manmade gems from being destroyed at all cost.  Timothy White, New Haven, CT US
By destroying the habitat, you are destroying the native animal species. How irresponsible!  Laurie McConnell, New Orleans, LA US
Everywhere one of these resorts has been built the environment is impacted and the benefits to the citizenry is negligible.  Luis Lozano, Long Beach, CA US
I feel that it's unneccessary to develop this island. We already have plenty of tropical places to visit and we go there to get away from development. Humans have become no better than a virus. When we use up the resources of our current location, we spread to another area and destroy it. Do we really NEED another golf course?! NC alone has hundreds of them. These animals are running out of places to go and we keep running them off. We need them. By destroying their habitat, we're destroying ourselves in the long run. Please do not develop this island!  Dana Lane, Bear Creek, NC US
Leave it rustic. Tourists might enjoy that more. We have enough habitat destruction as it is. Besides, with inflation as it is, a lot of travelers are staying close to home.  Loretta Zoldak, Dallas, TX US
No further level of development is acceptable. I look forward to hearing your position on this matter.  Eric Pihl, Arlington Heights, IL US
Please preserve the precious ecosystem of Beef Island. Hotels and golf courses can be built anywhere but coral reef and mangroves, once destroyed, are irreplaceable!  beth woolsey, st paul, MN US
please leave this beautiful area to protected marine wildlife. Stop the building, destroying nature, for greedy mankind!  Carolyn Strong, Warrenton, VA US
Dont tamper with nature. you will destroy a culture that depends on the natural island and the surrounding waters. thanks for listening to me, Marilyn  marilyn beidler, san diego, CA US
Once lost, it can never be regained.  diane gilbert, rolling hills, CA US
Please keep this a gem in the rough! One thing the world does not need is another golf course. Thank you and I'll look forward to my next visit  Randy Will, Denver, CO US
THIS SHOULD ALL GO WTH OUT SAYING!!!! JUST DO THE RIGHT THING, AND QUICK!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!  Reilly4@webtv.n Thomas, Portland, ME US
We have enough big hotels on this earth, let's keep the natural beauty and save something for our grandchildren  Paula Purviance, Roseville, CA US
In the words of the song "they paved paradise and put up a parking lot"!  Keith Boast, Goose Creek, SC US
Mangroves are more important than man made developments.  Edh Stanley, Sacramento, CA US
Do we not have enough toys in our world .... are there no places to go to sate our anxieties and restless souls .... is something wrong with the resorts we already have..... ad nausium .....if we get this resort will we be happy or will we be looking for another one ......is $$$ our only god ..... if so .... I am sorry, you will always have a restless, unsatisfied heart.  Lois Hutson, N Ft Myers, FL US
No more developement!!!!!!!!!!!!!!  AnneMarie Smith, Greenville, SC US
This is one of the times that doing the right thing for the environment takes precedence over profitability.  Judith Stankewicz, Franklin, WI US
We need to protect the few pristine areas we have left.  Gay Trachsel, Duluth, MN US
We have visited the British Virgin Islands in the past and would like to come back to islands not completely spoiled with development.  Alfred Dabrowski, McAllen, TX US
Enough of the BVI have been mangled and destroyed by humanity. Follow your own regulations! The Planning Act says that a development has to obey all written laws in the territory, and the Fisheries Regulations says that: "No person shall carry out any development activity, which may or is likely to adversely impact on a marine protected area." This proposed development will certainly cause an adverse impact on this area! Put a stop to it and consider developing eco-tourisim as a a viable and profitable alternative.  Cat Jefferson, San Diego, CA US
God's creation is special and must be protected.  Glen Anderson, Lacey, WA US
I vote for eco-tourism over intensive concretization of the natural world. If this monstrosity is built, I will never again visit the BVI. I will also actively discourage my friends and acquaintances from spending their money on a vacation in these islands, as well.  David Lawrence, Springfield, OR US
Please keep the environment of the island you are in charge of clean.  Judy Epstein, Minneapolis, MN US
Seriously, in these days and times, do we really need another tourist development that will destroy nearly two-thirds of the island for the sake of a hotel and golf course. I'd much rather visit the island to observe its native wildlife and lush land.  Stephen Pollard, Midlothian, TX US
As the tsunamis have proven, mangroves are critical to protecting islands from tidal surges and the onslaught of hurricane-force winds. Please do all that you can to protect this treasured resource. Don't be fooled by developers and big money. The ecotourist trade is equally valuable.  Jessie Vosti, Ranchos De Taos, NM US
I understand th desire to develope the Beef Island area. It is very beautiful. But it is more than beatiful, it is lifegiving to unique forms of life: birds, forest, fish. Please do not destroy them.  ANNE PUTNAM, AUSTIN, TX US
Sir, please keep the envirnment protected so your island will continue to survive and florish.  Ransom Stone, El Paso, TX US
We have visited the U.S. Virgin Islands several times and are planning to visit BVI. We definitely have begun looking at ecologically sound destinations for our vacations. I hope we will find that in BVI so we can come there.  Diane Fascione, Oak Park, IL US
It is unnecessary to violate the environment about Beef Island just to satisfy human greed. Once this area is destroyed, nothing will bring it back. The entire ecosystem in the BVI is too fragile to survive, and will never recover if this plan moves forward. Please leave this area alone.  Debra Gray, Akron, OH US
Just check out how Costa Rica has learned about the eco-tourism.  Marcia Gordon, West Chester, PA US
Please preserve the ecosystem of Hans Creek Lagoon. Another golf course should not take priority of the beauty and ecosystem care of Canada.  Joyce Pritchard, Missoula, MT US
Please, think about the future and what impact this will have forever.  renee milburn, wrightwood, CA US
Please protect the natural beauty on your island and do not develop so much land that it would harm the wildlife that live there.  Jessica Rocheleau, Maple Grove, MN US
Premier O'Neal, We were married on Tortola almost thirteen years ago. Please do not allow the destruction of this beautiful area. We would like for it to still be untouched when we come back for our 15th Anniversary! Sincerely, Whitney Irizarry Virginia Beach, VA U.S.  Whitney Irizarry, Virginia Beach, VA US
u do not need to destroy the habitat so much has been lost already please rethink this tragedy for the animals who need it to survive thanks for your time  lavaune guenther, oshkosh, WI US
As an avid bird watcher and wildlife enthusiast, I am very dismayed that this unique island could be basically destroyed for the want of a resort. Money is always a factor, but no money can ever replace what will be lost. It is man's duty to preserve and protect. I hope you agree.  Barbara Hanson, Denver, CO US
I've spent a career developing computer systems. I know what it means for an entity to be ONE system - and this planet is such an entity. Please - be very very careful - what you do affects the entire planet - and all its inhabitants - including yourself.  J Muller, New York, NY US
The rich and famous have enough playgrounds for 50 lifetimes. The earth doesn't!  Jean Hughes, Chicago, IL US
I can go to hotels in any city closer and cheaper than to an island. Natural beauty is the only reason to choose an island vacation.  Greg Koshak, Larsen, WI US
please do the right thing!  JAY Antol, Virginia Beach, VA US
We need to preserve the natural ecosystems we have left. There are plenty of resorts with golf courses in other formerly pristine areas.  Helen Greer, Tucson, AZ US
SIR; After tens of decades of the abusive plundering we have subjected our beautiful planet to I am amazed that the impact of the loses we continue to face has not hit home. It will now!!  Eric J. Twombley, Houston, TX US
We used to visit the B V I often, as tourists - for their natural beauty - some of the world's very best. WE shall NOT visit ever again if this latest development (decided on against existing laws!) continues. Nor will our many fellow tourists who have loved the BVI for their beauty and environmental high standards.  h.h. bayly, troy, NY US
I lived and worked in the VI. Both us and BVI for @5 years. the rate of growth, and the change it brought was staggering. The BVI are the last vestige and must be protected lest they become just another St Thomas. God Forbid.  Christopher Miller, Savannah, GA US
Resorts hold no attraction to me. The islands lack of development is the draw.  Sherri Pickel, Chino, CA US
Enough is enough! Advertise more natural beauty, rather than man-made. The percentage of these is getting too far out of whack. Man is not THAT important; certainly not his entertainment!  L A Mink, Knoxville, TN US
In light of the mistakes being made around the rest of the globe, one would hope you wouldn't want to add to the list.  Maureen Perry, San Francisco, CA US
Protect this beautiful creation God gave us  Jeanette McAdoo, Glassport, PA US
As a diver I would ask,"who wants to come to these places if it kills off the very reason to come"?  ROB WALKER, brightwood, OR US
Having lived there, i remember Beef Island, and want it to be the way I remember.  lynn stilley, Henderson, NV US
I would just like to say that I have been a visitor to the British Virgin Islands, and found them to be spectacularly beautiful. I look forward to going back someday, but I can assure you it is not because of golf courses or resort hotels. Those things would just destroy the unique ecosystem of the area, creating an area I certainly would no longer wish to visit.  Neil Silverman, Medford, MA US
I get the distinct impression that homo sapiens is destroying the natural world at a record-breaking pace already; I don't see the need to speed it up with another in a series of literally endless developments. Endless, that is, until the natural world unravels altogether...  David Harris, Ventura, CA US
lets try our best to keep then name Virgin Islands a reality!  Felix D Purat, Berkeley, CA US
Please help to preserve the marine environment. Thank you.  Judi Silver, Waterville, ME US
Since Beef Island is so significant as an ecosystem for wildlife, we do need to take steps to preserve it,  Holly Novotne, Beverly Hills, FL US
Is a Five Star Hotel with golf courses, swimming pools etc. really necessary on this small island? Are there not enough other 5Star Hotels on islands? Are the very rich becoming bored with  Florence Wagner, Lopez Island, WA US
Please Support.  Nicholas Frederick, Abbeville, LA US
Please, help nature! Don't destroy such a beautiful place for just another resort.  Claire Sawa, Miami, FL US
There are other ways to bring revenue...  Tyler Ford, SLC, UT US
We need to protect the islands ecosystem and fish ecomony now  Michele Martin, Santa Monica, CA US
Doesn't that area need the wildlife and eco system more than another 5 Star Resort?  Shellie Enteen, Delray Beach, FL US
One of the attractions to your area of the world and a HUGE one indeed, is that of the WILDLIFE, found NOWHERE ELSE IN THE WORLD. Many of your area's wildlife DEPENDS on land to LIVE ON and provide for future generations of HATCHLINGS of ALL manner of species. You are ALSO responsible for the safety and welfare of those in your country who CANNOT SPEAK. DO THE RIGHT THING IN UPHOLDING THEIR RIGHTS AND SPEAKING FOR THEM. I THANK YOU.  Cary Ryerson, Holly, MI US
Ethically, morally, environmentally or economically, it doesn't seem to me the best idea to construct a man made structure on Beef Island. Instant gratification will yield longterm destruction and loss. Please reconsider these plans and opt for wiser ways for all life to benefit from the island for as long as possible. Nature is far wiser in it's choices then humans. That is clearly evident all around the planet. Thank you.  Charlotte Reid, Christiansburg, VA US
I have visited Beef Island while sailing my boat through BVI, it's fragile ecology would be destroyed by a large influx of tourists and residents.  Ken Haltenhoff, Santa Cruz, CA US
Let's not destroy more natural habitat. We certainly don't need another golf course, hotel, or marina. This is sad. Have we not learned anything over the years or is the almighty buck more important than the legacy we leave our children? Please do not destroy this important ecosystem.  Hilda Kolb, Orlando, FL US
Our ecology is dwindling each day. Please preserve that which is unique & important for all life!  denise kampouris, canton, NC US
Please move toward sustainability, not growth.  William Weisman, Glendale, CA US
Please protect Beef Island from damaging development!  Frances Cone, Pawleys Island, SC US
There are plenty of golf courses and luxury resort hotels elsewhere on the planet. Please do not destroy a unique, and irreplaceable ecology with stuff that is commonplace. Remember, once a natural wonder is gone, it can't be brought back.  Bruce Jackson, Oxnard, CA US
There are ways to support sustainable ecotourism rather than building giant tourism complexes that negatively impact the local ecosystem.  Charmaine Slaven, Seattle, WA US
Keep it natural!  Mario Rivera, Winter Haven, FL US
The world needs more wild spaces. Please preserve this one.  Jennifer Langer, Portland, OR US
Please do not let the VBI look like the USVI. The natural, undeveloped land is so much more attractive than looking at the USVI.  Norma Kafer, Phoenix, AZ US
Stop development, move toward sustainability.  Sharon Weisman, Glendale, CA US
We have seen how mangroves also help stop the forward motion of hurricanes. And more recently, I have realized that when one seemingly unimportant bird or fish goes extinct, that can have a serious effect on human beings down the line. Please ensure the protection of your marine ecosystems. No "development" is worth that kind of destruction.  Jeffrey van Davis, Aurora, IL US
Please do not add to the decimation of nature.  Lily Fortin, Chicago, IL US
Protect Us !  Pedro-Martin de Clet, Branford, CT US
there has been enough destruction of our frail eco system.i want allof these natural beauties to be here when my grandkids come into this life...not ruined for stupid buildings and more golf courses that we don't need.  crystal mintz, toledo, OH US
I have sailed those waters in a sail boat and swam there too. It is too gorgeous to conceive of it being ruined. Please protect it.  Dotty Hopkins, Napa, CA US
IS THERE NOTHING SACRED IN THIS WORLD TO THE DEVELOPERS OR IS IT GREED ON THE POLITICIANS PART? WHERE ARE THE WILD ANIMALS SUPPOSE TO GO AND WHAT ABOUT THE HUMAN'S LIFE?  Sherry Arnold, Jackson, NJ US
such an important area for feeding grounds and waders and waterfowl must be kep  Sister Letitia Prentice, Mukwonago, WI US
Having lived and worked on a charter sailboat in the Virgin Islands I got to appreciate it's rich and varied marine environments. To harm them would be DISASTROUS!  Len Jacobs, Sea Cliff, NY US
I do not travel to places like the British Virgin Islands to play golf or to stay in fancy hotels. I want to see the unspoiled wilderness areas. Please do not destroy important ecological areas to build hotels and golf courses.  Bonnie Elsten, Long Beach, CA US
Keeping and caring for our natural ecosystems is far more important and valuable than making money.  Nancy Lovejoy, Wilbraham, MA US
please dont destroy the caribbean!  Thomas Miller, mastic beach, NY US
WE MUST PROTECT NATURE AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE. ARE WE NOT THE CUSTODIANS OF THIS PLANET EARTH ???  Tricia Willemsen, Sun City, AZ US
Destruction of this area will be a real shame. Please think about the beauty, the wildlife, and all that nature has to offer before it becomes another hotel and golf course. I remember for years I wanted to visit Turkey and see the water pools. Turkey decided to build hotels. To make this story short, it ruined the water pools. Damage was done. Don't let the same thing happen on Beef Island.  Janet Buckley, Berkeley, CA US
Please, please, Mr. O'Neal, do what you can, with the position that's been bestowed upon you. You truly can make a difference, for the better, that will last way beyond your life time. Please don't be swayed, by the temporary economic gains, compare them to the irreversible ecological damage that will be done. Thank you, Premier O'Neal, for making the right decision, concerning your people's islands.  Michael Gene Murphy, Chaplin, CT US
Premier O'Neal, I understand you trying to do what is best for your people. What I do not understand is why this way has been chosen. The world has more than enough golf courses. And expensive hotels. Please, please consult with environmentalists, scientists, teachers and others in positions to help you to figure out a way in which your beautiful and precious land can be kept safe and that you can still do some economic good. Once it is gone.....Why is the short-term dollar always so much more important than the long-term good?  ellen hogarty, kent, OH US
We have destroyed too much of our environment for unneeded development already!  James Denison, Long Beach, CA US
But then, I expect you are well aware of all this. No amount of money can bring back all of this natural wealth.  dennis jones, cottage grove, MN US
Don't you think that there are any number of places for people to play golf and live in over sized houses? Who will defend the natural resources that once "civilized" will be added to the dead zones of our planet?  Tari Parker, Onalaska, WA US
I'd hate to see one of my favorite vacation spots ruined.  cindy levine, phoenix, AZ US
Dear Rt. Hon. O'Neal, The natural beauty, and native wildlife of your island is FAR more valuable than the proposed development. What you have is VERY rare and irreplaceable, what is proposed is common-place.  Patricia Campbell, Bradenton, FL US
My family and I urge you to give the strongest protection to this ecologically vital area and cancel the proposed development.  Harriette Frank, Durham, NC US
The developers have too much clout, listen to the people who want to leave some wildreness alone and unspoiled  william shaw, sarasota, FL US
As a diver, pristine oceans are very important to me....but most of all for the ecosystem and the animals and plants who live there! Please preserve this treasure.  Kathryn Howard, Walla Walla, WA US
I have had the privilege of not only visiting the BV Islands but also snorkeling in the surrounding waters. The Islands are absolutely amazing, a little piece of heaven on this planet Earth, To develop them would be a tragedy. Please reconsider,  Barbara Becker, Melville, NY US
The world has plenty of five-star resorts--what it doesn't have is plenty of Beef Islands. Please do the right thing!  Marilyn Jones, Mason, TX US
We have been visiting the BVI's for the past 25 years and are apalled at this assault on "Nature's Little Sectet"! Please stop this development.  Paget Reid, San Clemente, CA US
Every intact ecosystem must be saved from development by unscrupulous developers. Please take action to save this one before it is gone forever.  Harold Robinson, Talladega, AL US
I would also like to pledge that I will take my next vacation in the British Virgin Islands provided this plan does not go through.  Sean Condon, Millville, MA US
Tourism, must be one of your most important assets. As development is important in our world, tourists have fewer and fewer places, in which to view nature, at its finest.  Charlene Rush, Pittsburgh, PA US
Please don't let these beautiful and unique animals and habitats be destroyed simply for the vacationing pleasure of the wealthy few!  Nicole Baumgartner, La Crosse, WI US
yet another "resort", another ticky-tacky concrete abomination to make the BVI look like every other tropical political entity in the world. is that what you really want? to sacrifice a unique and precious ecosystem to bring tourists, yet have nothing for them to see? please stop this "development" - it is not "progress", not even a sustainable short-term gain!  Mark Hanser, Boston, MA US
Please dont ruin this beautiful Island help save the eco system. Thank you  Faye Clarke, La Jolla, CA US
Stop the ecologic mess-ups while you can!  Gail Camhi, San Francisco, CA US
You will be destroying the reason people come to your island.  Lois Hluhan, Eighty Four, PA US
Your Honor, This is such a unique and beautiful spot. It would be a tragedy to lose it. Please help to preserve this special place . Thank you, Nancy Schmidt  Nancy Schmidt, Schaumburg, IL US
Please don't let this beautiful place be lost. Once it's gone, it's gone forever. With all that's happening to the most vulnerable places on earth, let us do all we can to safeguard their existence into the future.  Celeste Hill, Paonia, CO US
Please don't ruin the pristine beauty of nature for profits. Leave the beauty of nature for generations to come. Once it is gone, it can never be regained. I thank you for your kind consideration.  Dennis Lee Cleven, Madison, WI US
Please save Beef Island. Not another Hawaii!! Laurel  Laurel Bezanson, South Portland, ME US
Please save this beauty for your children's children's children!  Kate O'donnell, Port Townsend, WA US
We need all the clean water and unspoiled habitat remaining on the planet to remain clean and unspoiled/undeveloped for this and future generations  Gabrielle Martin-Neff, San Diego, CA US
With all of the destruction to habitat worldwide, please do not add the marine environment around Beef Island to the list.  Antoinette Sellitto, Philadelphia, PA US
Promote Your island another way Thanks  Lawrence Horton, Seattle, WA US
Having visited the BVI many times the continued destruction of the very natural places I go to enjoy is disheartening to say the least. Please conside the true long term value of your natural areas.  Peter Poanessa, Keene, NH US
We need fewer resorts and to resort more to nature.  Michele Gielis, Cambridge, MA US
It is time to put our planet on the front burner. Mankind has already done enough damage!  Myrna Brown, Rosemead, CA US
Please think of the environment and what this development will do to hurt your island in the long term. We need to learn to preserve what beauty is left on this planet. Thank you, The Burt family  Thomas Burt, Santa Barbara, CA US
PLEASE LET THE ANIMALS LIVE HAPPY  liliana williams, Rincon, GA US
i HAVE BEEN TRAVELING IN THE American and British Virgins for more than 40 years. How can you desecrate another island the way St. Thomas has been overdeveloped. Please;please ; leave these unique places alone so future generations can enjoy their land and sea scapes .  Fanchon M. Apfel, Haverford, PA US
Please build the hotel in another location Thank you Dwight E. Hayden CFMW  Dwight Hayden, Danville, IN US
The environment must come first - or none of us will survive.  Pam Baker, Lincoln, NE US
I live on Maui & see first hand what overdelopment can do to the environment, not the least is chemical runoff from golf courses. There is NO DOUBT this will have a very negative affect on the environment.  Aliaska Brozen, Kihei, HI US
Please do not destroy this beautiful environmentally sensitive Island. It can never be replaced.  Rosemarie Sawdon, Blacksburg, VA US
There are many places where one can build a fancy hotel and golf course. But to do it on this very special place would be a crime. Please leave Beef Island alone.  Richard Gibbons, Cupertino, CA US
PLEASE save this beautiful island, don't let money and greed win!!!!  Janet Dalton, West Palm Beach, FL US
Please stop developing for money and help save of our planet before it is too late.  Louise McGannon, Mitchell, SD US
Dear Premier O'Neal: I did my first scuba dive on the British Virgin Islands. The ocean was pristine and filled with healthy coral reefs and fish. Please help the islands maintain their special beauty and charm. Their unique character is the reason the hotel chain wants to build there. If you let them destroy it and the surrounding island ecosystems, it will diminish the Virgin Islands, and eventually, the world.  Elin Defrin, Amenia, NY US
The last thing the world needs is another 'resort'. What we need is to protect our ecosystem. If you don't believe mangroves are important, take a look at what the last few hurricanes did to the coasts of Florida. Those used to be awe inspiring mangroves that had a useful and healthy existence preventing erosion. Now, the swamps are gone and so are the houses that replaced them.  Joann Reed, Cedar Falls, IA US
This is unacceptable! Wake-up and look around. Visualize the consequences and impact of this irresponsible development.  Lynne Pratt, San Diego, CA US
It is certainly sad to read about these beautiful natural resources being over -utilized and possibly destroyed. Please do all you can to keep this program from contining without any abaement at all.  Dorothy Serotta, Miami  Beach, FL US
I am a tour leader and pledge not to take any group to the Virgin Islands if Beef Island ecosystem is destroyed by commercial development.  Lorraine Leduc, Los Angeles, CA US
I have often sailed in the BVI and it is very disturbing that this large development is planned. I have seen the destruction of marine life; fish, coral, etc. in the past 20 years and this plan will be very harmful. Fertilizer from the golf course grass more sewage from the guests, will impact the entire BVI and destroy Beef Island ( or what is left of it.)  John Wehrle, Laytonsville, MD US
Protect and preserve the natural plant and animal life that inhabit the island. Insist the developers go elsewhere to a less delicate ecological envorronment.  Luise Perenne, Fountain Valley, CA US
ihave always enjoyed your flora and fauna when i visit your islad i would hate to think that this will be destroyed  robin dolbear, Hermon, NY US
That is the most beautiful part of the world. Surly you can leave one little bit unspoiled. That is the reason I try to visit there as much as possible.  Barbara Pope, Coconut Grove, FL US
Please help protect this beautiful area. We do not need more development just so a few people can become rich. There are so many plants a animals that need protection. Please help keep this area undeveloped so the next generation can enjoy it's beauty.  Lois Hoot, Washington, NC US
As a scuba diver and nature lover I'm finding in less and less desirable to go to Islands that have been developed. I come for the pristine beauty, not the tackey hotels and water parks. Please hold on to your treasure.  Kim Lowe, ny, NY US
Beef Island and Hans Creek Lagoon, in particular, are jewels that need to be protected. Please don't allow a hotel and resort to be developed there at the expense of fisheries and dry tropical forest.  Susan Puscheck, Ypsilanti, MI US
Once it is gone...it's gone. We have got to save what few natural lands that we have left.  r maca, austin, TX US
prevent beef island from development  chris safos, hernando, FL US
Please leave the British Virgin Islands Marine Area alone please. Please don't destroy anymore Islands at all please. Please just leave all the islands alone please.  Jessie George, Clinton, CT US
Please protect the marine environment around Beef Island on the British Virgin Islands, this is a crucial ecosystem which deserves protection.  K Hornick, Poughkeepsie, NY US
there are more than enough resorts in the world we don't really need another and if we do it shouldn't be on a critical marine eco-system  Stephanie Calcavecchio, Preston, CT US
Why must you people try to destroy every beautiful place on earth??????  Tracey Gilbert, Riverside, CA US
Enough is enough already. The British Virgin Islands are already OVER developed. What is the point in destroying another pristine area. Leave something the way Nature intended. Tread softly on the land and leave nothing but your footprints behind.  D BOSTAPH, Erie, PA US
We have got to save this wonderful ecosystem!  s reitz, austin, TX US
Once such environments are destroyed, they cannot be recreated. Please think long and carefully about what is being proposed here. thank you.  Barbara Wishingrad, Santa Barbara, CA US
the health of marine ecosystems is important to me. It is called delicate for a reason..now more profit over health of the ecosystem is a huge problem and demise on this planet and it MUST stop. We must wake up and be responsible for what nature gave us she can has and will take away. Time is running out for this backwardthinking proposal of detruction.  janet curtis, reno, NV US
I went to the US Virgin Islands two weeks ago and I was very impressed by St John and how most of the island had been preserved. We have so little left to preserve and areas like this will attract people like they have never attracted people before in the past because there are so few left. Please help to keep the areas which can be saved pristine and natural for all time.  Grey Chapman, Fort Worth, TX US
Your #1 industry is tourism. This will impact your ecosystem and therefore the beauty of your iland  Alexis DeCaprio, Delano, TN US
Dear Rt. Hon. Premier O'Neal: As a visitor to the pristine British Virgin Islands, I am respectfully requesting that you stop the anticipated development in the BVI territory. As you know, the planned development threatens the ecosystem of a great many flora and fauna. These flora and fauna are one of the key reasons visitors are attracted to your islands. Please step up, do the right thing and stop further development of these noble treasures. Thank you.  Ivars Ozolins, Los Angeles, CA US
I urge you to plan for the long term well being of the British Virgin Islands, instead of turning a quick short term financial gain.  Bill Brown, Clovis, CA US
Maintaining biodiversity and habitat is far more important in the long run than the transient wealth to be made pandering to the already pampered. Please don't give in to the big money interests!  Deborah Meckler, South San Francisco, CA US
I think promoting a more ecologically-friendly brand of tourism, with less development, would be better for the future of Beef Island.  Pearl Lee, Honolulu, HI US
marine environments around need to be protected for the health of our children and our world.  Christopher Grant, Ojai, CA US
Respetemos la naturaleza que Dios creo para protegernos a nosotros.  Macarena Martin Almeida, Albacete, -- ES
With global warming, corporate greed, government corruption, war, crime, famine, genocide, child labor and torture, why should we expect that anyone cares?  Leslie Harris, Mount Marion, NY US
As a former and hopefully future visitor to your islands, I would hope that you will conserve the priceless nature areas for all future generations of people and animals. Many formerly undeveloped areas are now under threat. I will not be a visitor to any areas that would sacrifice their wild heritage for a few short-term dollars.  Doug Lenier, Valley Glen, CA US
There are already a number of beautiful places to stay in the British Virgin Islands. BVI has limited resources such as fresh water, next to no trash collection and recycling facilities, poluting power generation plants, a new resourt would only worsen the situation. Regarding to people who live in BVI, basics such as food, energy and water are already very expensive, increasing the demand for these items can only make it more difficult for the citizens.  Joseph Buhowsky, San Ramon, CA US
B.V.I. is one of my favorite places to visit ... but I leave little or no trace of my journeys and hope that this development company will see the beauty in the island as I do and not destroy it.  tammy warren, seabrook, NJ US
I have been to Beef Island and was so impressed by its beauty. Please do not ruin this part of BVI by allowing more commercial development. I want to come back to BVI because of what it is - not because it is yet another string of resorts.  Jill Rust, Wichita, KS US
We must preserve what is left of the natural world!  Paul Kripli, Sterling Heights, MI US
For the highest good of all.  Duncan Tam, Middleton, WI US
With global warming upon us, protecting the Virgin Islands is like protecting your children and your grandchildren form certain extinction  Kathy Chadwell, Lafayette, IN US
We need to preserve what little pristine wilderness we have left on our planet. We do not need ANY more "development."  Thomas Yarnall, White Plains, NY US
for the kids of our kids  I. Lindsey, Santa Cruz, CA US
Please do the right thing!  Barbara Berrini, Beaufort, NC US
Please Help Save The Marine Environment Around Beef Island. If We Kill Off All Marine Life What Will Be Next? We've Got To Protect Our Marine Life And Other Wildlife. Because If They Die Then People Won't Survive Either. Thank You Very Much, In Advance For Doing This. It Will Be A Great Blessing. And MAY G-D BLESS YOU FOR IT. Sincerely/Respectfully, Ms. L. Carmel  L. Carmel, Jacksonville, FL US
I can understand that money is tight and hard to come by.That is my life also.The problem is that if you destroy what makes your island appealing than you are shooting yourself in the foot.If you lose the fish,the conch,and the quality of water.Then where do you think you will be when nobody wants to visit your islands and you have this big eyesore on the beach.I guess the seagulls could live in the hotel,but you still won't have the fish or the conch.  Ed Pleskovitch, Rock Falls, IL US
Once gone, this valuable ecosystem will be permanently lost, please save it for future generations to come.  Marianne Hesse, San Francisco, CA US
This area is much too unique and valuable to be destroyed for one more resort just like the others; one more "luxurious estate" development--just like all the others, one more golf course etc. Let's preserve the treassures, not trade them for trash.  A Bonvouloir, Sunnyvale, CA US
What will it take for it to sink in--that we can no longer build and build and build more golf courses, hotels and marinas? The planet's about to shake us off her back already!  patricia quinn, Sherman Oaks, CA US
A hotel and a golf course? That is unnecessary and most destructive. Why don't you build something smaller for eco-tourists? I would never visit your planned hotel. But I certainly would consider an ecotype, green hotel. And that would not damage or destroy rare habitat. Please reconsider this immense, money driven and environmentally destructive development.  Linda Judd, Walnut Creek, CA US
I've visited the British Virgin Islands, and hope to again sometime. My only purpose in traveling is to see and experience nature. Destroying something like Beef Island will repel me from your country, not attract me to it.  Michael Hobbs, Kirkland, WA US
This is a rare, untouched and pristine place on our planet - one of the last! If we continue to rape and desecrate the places of nature and wildlife on this planet, one day there will not be any left, and it will mean the end of life on earth. Enough is enough! The Virgin Islands should STAY the Virgin Islands!  Alyxandra H., Arlington, TX US
It is more important to protect the delicate ecosystem than to build another golf course. As a frequent traveler, I chose to visit places to enjoy the pristine nature of the area.  Alexandra Tumarkin, White Plains, NY US
This is a treasure that needs to be preserved and protected not developed and ruined.  Liz Collins, Arlington, VA US
We are loosing more and more of our beautiful places to the large companies of oIl, etc. We need to keep these few still grogeous areas for our children and our grandchildren. Do whatever it takes to insure that Beef Island and the rest of that area are protected. Please!!!  John Humphrey, Jackson Hts., NY US
In addition to the obvious benefits of preserving Beef Island for the many species of birds and sealife that inhabit this ecosystem, the economy could benefit as well by catering to the many travelers interested in eco-tourism as opposed to the few only interested in golfing.  Annette Tryon-Crozier, Brookfield, CT US
You owe it to your land that you live in and the world for generations to come.  Casandra Romero, Playa Del Rey, CA US
Please do not sell out your precious land to developers. Destroying natural ecosystems will destroy our planet. No amount of money is worth losing nature. Thank you for your caring and attention!  Helen/Vivian Kalcsits/Larsen, Tucson, AZ US
Your stewardship of this land is paramount. With your power you can save this land for future generations and thereby inscribing your name in the history books as a champion of preservation rather than be aligned with the cupidity of those who would destroy it.  Christina Wilson, Lakewood, OH US
LEAVE THIS BEAUTIFUL ISLAND AS IT WAS MEANT TO BE. LET BIG MONEY FIND SOME WHERE ELSE TO RUIN. THERE IS SO MUCH GOOD THAT KIND OF MONEY COULD DO AND IT DOES NOT INCLUDE ANOTHER GOLF COURSE. THERE ARE MANY STILL HOMELESS FROM NATURAL DISEASTERS PUT SOME OF THAT MONEY TOWARD HELPING THEM GET THEIR LIVES BACK AGAIN. LEAVE GOD'S CREATURES ALONE!!!  Roberta Codner, Indianapolis, IN US
Nature and natural habitats are what I want to visit!  Beth Bowilng, Pottsboro, TX US
Please keep his natural habitat intact. Do not give in to commmercialism and greed.  Vicky Bair, Bull Shoals, AR US
The world's population continues to increase, and the ecological jewels like Beef Island are fewer each year. For this reason, we should take every step to prevent their loss, because when they are gone, they are gone forever.  Antony Merz, Portola Valley, CA US
Give up a bit of luxury for life on this planet that must be shared with the other animals in this world...it's not just for humans to overtake.  Tracie Colby, Tucson, AZ US
I visited Virgin Islands last year, and I don't want any of the beauty I've seen there destroyed.  Vsevolod Gurevich, Nashville, TN US
Please consider what is happening to our ecosystems with all this development. We need our natural areas left alone - we're killing ourselves off with all this over building.  Linda Teachenor, Port Orchard, WA US
Dear Rt. Hon. Ralph T. O'Neal: My hope is that, in addition to prefering to bolster international confidence in the BVI's decision-making process, that, also, you'd fathom as irrresistably cherishable and immirtalizing the preservation of a natural wonder and protection of it from the ravages of capitalism that has no inherent bounds other than money.  Stephanie Spahr, Lakewood, OH US
Protect the Beef Island from destruction. The ecosystem is very important to plants and animals in the British Virgin Islands.  Andrew Yeager, Seward, NE US
I would much rather spend my vacation dollar in an area that is not overdeveloped! Please reconsider the impact that this will have on flora and fauna!  Kimberle Ganzer-Wiley, Minneapolis, MN US
Every loss of habitat now is one more exponential loss for all of us. Soon there won't be any habitat left to exploit.  Weldon Lockerman, Rougemont, NC US
Haven't you seen what a mess the americans have made with overdevelopment? Hurricane Katrina was a result of that. Find a better way to do it, and learn from others' mistakes!  catherine graf, stamford, CT US
Help to stop the killing of all life.  thomas alexander, Quincy, CA US
i have been to the tortuga and would go again only because it has not been despoiled by civilization, but is pristine. leave it alone. do you want to be another cookie cutter of all the other resorts??? if you do, people do not need to go to you--they can stay in their local area. stop the greed. and it is all about money.  chris wolff, boston, MA US
Please place the importance of Beef Island's natural ecosystems above those of economic development.  Martha Fenstermaker, Laredo, TX US
Please protect Beef Island from further commerical developement. Once the habitat is gone, it's gone forever. Don't let that happen!  Suanne Martin, Nashville, TN US
We have already overbuilt these beautiful islands. No more is necessary nor wanted. Let all enjoy the pristine beauty of these fabulous treasures and leave them as they are.  David Trask, Snyder, NY US
We have plenty of golf courses. We need more wild places.  Brent Larsen, La Jolla, CA US
This graceful area should be left as it is. Please do not be cruel by industrializing the world. Pleas let justice be done!  Gregory Harrison, City, MA US
We are on our way to the Virgin Islands next week. There are plenty plenty of places to stay- do not let another developer take away our natural resources.  Maureen Barillaro, Somerville, MA US
It is time to protect the natural areas of our planet that are left, not develop them. Quality life is more important than money!  Arthur Swers, Floyd, VA US
please preserve this beautiful place and don't ruin it by putting up any development and hotel, that is just dusgusting. it sickens me, where are your values? really, in this world today we need to protect our environment from this exact destruction, the world doesn't need another hotel,and especially at the expense of the marine eco life and the environment.  allison farr, dunedin, FL US
Plese let's keep the island "virginal" as it is, presently!  barbara gregorio, san diego, CA US
There are more than enougn places for the idle rich to go play; please leave the natural beauty unspoiled.  Lenore Beck, Guerneville, CA US
We have enough resorts. We need nature or there won't be any reason to go to the Virgin Islands.  Patty Nyquist, Fairfield, CA US
Please do not let these pristine areas be developed....development ruins habitat for many species. This beautiful area should not be destroyed.  carole vajames, bethlehem, NH US
We have taken enough away from our wild life and ecosystem. Lets start giving back and keep what has made our country so beautiful, our natural environment, NO MORE DESTRUCTION of our world-class treasures.  Desiree' Lomak, Grant, FL US
Why not enjoy the Islands as they are in there natural state? Americans can learn to live without their luxuries, if people would like to vaction, they should go where they want to learn about the area, and not be poisoned with resorts!! It's always about MONEY & DESTRUCTION, why not just leave things be!!?  Chrisam Weyandt, Minneapolis, MN US
please don't destroy what is.  ray dickerson, springfield, MO US
Don't you think we have enough resorts? Instead of repairing the earth of the damage we have all done. You want to desroy even more for the sake of the almightyu dollar!!.  Antonio Chavez, North Hollywood, CA US
The precious natural jewels of your area are far more valuable than a hotel and golf course. Don't lose your natural treasures!  Steve Drucker, Sherrard, IL US
Are economy can do w/o 5 star hotel and golf coarses. What would happen if the animals did that to us? If u could do something to keep the animals well nutrtioned, place to live w/o forcing to adapt, and not locking up then I would agree if it wasn't the surviver of the fittis.... Animals are in the area bc The climate and area are where they can survive... why would u take some part of a living from anyone  Jessica Loyd, St.Charles, MO US
Please don't destroy this beautiful and important ecosystem.  Betty Coleman, Blacklick, OH US
I hope that you will reconsider the development around Beef Island. It sounds like a very beautiful place with lots of plants that provide a healthy environment for many rare and elusive animals. Putting a hotel, marina and golf course in there would destroy this treasure forever. Please reconsider - is making money by destroying such a pristine habitat really worth it?  Gayle Janzen, Seattle, WA US
Money is important, of course, but when there are no more fish to buy and no clean water for any money and no air to breathe, what good will all our money do us? Please think about the long term value of sustaining the raw materials we all depend on.  Sandra Woodall, Bethesda, MD US
PLEASE... protect the British Virgin Islands marine area from development!  Linda Gazzola, Tarrytown, NY US
Please listen to your heart and do the right thing. Future generations will be glad you did.  David Stanley, Champaign, IL US
The world doesn't need any more hotels, marinas & golf courses - we need to preserve the remaining natural areas we have left. They can never be brought back.  Sherry Weiland, Arlington, MA US
Please do not let money be a driving factor in destroying this beautiful place.  Christopher McMurry, Alexandria, VA US
The world does not need another stupid golf course! Please stop the greed and ignorance! Think about the long-term instead of just short-term profits.  Eric Staples, Cincinnati, OH US
What attracts visitors to the islands is the beauty, if it is spoiled then what is the purpose?  Carlos Venegas, West Hollywood, CA US
As a frequent visitor to the BVI, I am deeply concerned about any potential disruption to its natural habitats. Please don't sacrifice this ecosystem to the tourism trade -- we're already more than happy with the level and quantity of existing resorts.  Theresa Galvin, Brooklyn, NY US
It is time that the rich and privileged are forced to limit the rapacious development they are so fond of participating in. The planet is in deep peril and it is up to us to stop the ridiculous destruction of important ecological habitat. The "haves and the have mores" need to get real. Don't they care about the world they are leaving for their own grandchildren to inherit?  Barbara Grudzien, Mountain Home, TN US
The animals need their natural habitats more than humans need another resort!! Please stop plans for this development immediately!  Sharon Deming, Sterling Heights, MI US
Please stop the development and give wildlife a chance !!  Mary strickland, Decatur, GA US
Preserve our natural treasures.  Carol Geyer, Lovell, ME US
We need to protect the animals and plants on Beef Island, not destroy them. The world does not need another luxury complex; we need to keep the pristine natural state existent on the island.  Jean Jack, Woodstown, NJ US
Please don't destroy this natural area; that would be a great loss!  Elizabeth Thomas, Wilmette, IL US
The world doesn't need yet another destructive resort. Please, do not allow Beef Island to be turned into another tourist trap.  Michael Tuttle, Moscow, ID US
With the ecology in the fix it's in and the economy going down the tubes, who will come to partake in the debacle you are planning, Dick Cheney?  Spencer Stall, El Prado, NM US
I spent many years in the area sailing and am very well acquainted with the flora and fauna of the region. I cannot bear the thought of it's ruin! It is not acceptable in any way to encroach on this jewel of nature!  Marsha Crevasse, Lake Worth, FL US
There are some precious things which, when gone, you can never get back. Money is not one of them; wildlife is.  Noel Dowling, New York, NY US
Please, no more development for the privileged few at the expense of those who have lived, loved and protected the land all these years.  Lucy Edwards, Tuxedo Park, NY US
I know you are interested in financial development but there are better and more sustainable ways to secure your heritage for your citizens for future generations.  Joseph Soler, PHILADELPHIA, PA US
I enjoyed my sailing in the BVIs. The sailing and snorkeling were my favorite activities. Although I was in the area of the Bitter Inn, I did not care to visit it. Nor would I be interested in the proposed resort. I hope to go back before Beef island is ruined.  Chadwick Cox, Norman, OK US
Please do not let need for profits destroy the island's greatest legacy.  Rosalie Hewitt, Norwich, NY US
Please protect the ecosystem of Hans Creek Lagoon from destructive developments.  vicki hodge, Boise, ID US
This Marine Protected area is more important than a playground for the wealthy. They can find a place more suitable for a golf course.  Lois Tonoff, Millbury, OH US
be somebody for a change, greedhead  D Hood, wimberley, TX US
It's just incredibly selfish to develop the island for the use of one species at the enormous cost to every other one. This isn't sustainable development; this is extermination.  Stanley Jones-Umberger, Washougal, WA US
Please sir, dont destory these habitats for big business. We can create more business's but can create these areas again, ever  Patty Battreall, Omaha, NE US
We have lost too many natural habitat area in the world already - please do not add to the problem!  Elizabeth Pixley, Pittsford, NY US
Please protect this ecosystem.  Florence Hochman, Portland, OR US
Development is not always progress, we need to include our ecosystem in the plan or lose it.  Paul Troyano, New Orleans, LA US
Most of the appeal of this area is its environmental purity. Do not change it to conform to those that can not appreciate the wonders of this natural habitat.  Sophia Leskie, Waterford, MI US
I have been to the BVI 3 times and am familiar with the beauty and the need to protect it.  julie takatsch, port jervis, NY US
Please protect this incredibly important place. Resorts are common -- this kind of habitat is not.  Kristin Boody, Staunton, VA US
The environmental impact on the ecosystem of Hans Creek Lagoon should be very carefully considered before any permits are granted.  Richard Snook, Lincoln, NE US
there are fewer and fewer nautral ecological areas left in the world, why destroy one more? it is a slow death for normal ecological spots in the world. marsha Hynes  Marsha Hynes, Prescott, AZ US
I'm so glad I visited BVI earlier, so I could enjoy the natural beauty before you destroyed it.  Jennifer Scheerer, Oconomowoc, WI US
Leave some room for nature on this Earth! Surely there's plenty of vacation and resort spots on the globe where we humans already contaminated.  Gregory Paul May Jr., San Diego, CA US
Resorts are a dime a dozen, but this island which is home to rare wildlife and environmental treasures is not. Please do not let this place be destroyed by development! I travel a great deal, and I would love to visit Beef Island in its natural state. Please save it for me and the rest of the world!  Gwen Nolte, Lakewood, WA US
It's long overdue time we started making all priceless places like this literally priceless.  Robert Carnevale, Wantage, NJ US
As a former resident of St. ThomasI and a frequent visitor to the BVI I protest this threat to one of the most beautiful and important ecological areas in the BVI.  JOELE JAFFE, Sarasota, FL US
I would much rather visit your ecological island of beauty than one with a huge hotel that will take away many marine and other animals habitats. Please leave your island as it is and let the beauty stay as it was meant to be.  Sandy Sundquist, Exeter, NH US
The British Virgin Islands have always been a nicer place to visit the the American Virgin Islands. I hope it doesn't hange.  Joseph Ives, Monmouth, IL US
With the skyrocketing cost of air travel, the major means for tourists to visit your area, it is unwise to imperil native species for questionable development on Beef Island. Please consider all the parameters, not just the economic one.  Emily Dale, Franklin, NC US
Any "off-set" or "mitigation" offered; any "restoration", is nothing more than prettily worded lies to cover crimes against the environment!  Susan Walsh, Ellsworth, ME US
The proposed give-away is no substitute for ecosystems and wildlife destruction.  Jack Johncock, Brooklyn, NY US
Developments come and go but the natural habitat should be forever  Biz Paynter, Weston, MA US
Having dived in the region, I value what sealife remains. We do not need more resorts which are small cities unto themselves in this area. They bring in people and more pollution and destruction to marine shore and reef environments. This must cease now!  Jacques Graber, Rancho Cordova, CA US
The natural wildlife and lands of Beef Island will become decimated if you turn it into a commercial resort. Please preserve and protect the island and the marine environment for future generations. Don't sell out to greedy corporations who are out to make a profit no matter what the cost to the environment.  Robert Shorin, Muttontown, NY US
Natural Resources are only renewable if they are allowed to recover. Once sold, these are not recoverable. The price you are being offered to deliver these resources is way too cheap if you rob the future.  Robert C Richardson, Pittsburg, CA US
Sir, To destroy this natural habitat for financial gain is to follow the U.S. down the "money above everything" highway of self destruction. Be different, be a steward of nature not a destroyer.  David Hicks, Ashford, AL US
Don't destroy this ecosystem forever.  Mary Ramsay, La Crosse, WI US
We've already given up too much of the world's remaining natural environment, and for far too little return. In particular. we don't need any more luxury resorts, especially if they have to be built in relatively unspoiled areas.  billy rainbow, Santa Cruz, CA US
Beef Island has many thing that make it va unique area for all citizens of this world. Preserve its natural beauty for all to see and expeirance.  Kathy Scripps, Sunnyvale, CA US
Find a more appropriate place to build this development.  Penney Morse, Osage, IA US
My husband and I still remember with great joy our unforgettable holiday sailing in BVI -- please please, do not let them be damaged!  Meiti Opie, Eltham, -- AU
There are enought golf resorts in the Caribbean. I would rather visit ecologically beautiful island than an another over developed one. Thank you.  Sun Pak, Raleigh, NC US
Please don't destroy the beautiful wonderful environment. It is natural and nothing can be done to beautiful that even in the name of MONEY. Which is what this ghasly development is all about. Buy the land cheaply, develop it and then make a bundle. It's all frivolous and the people involved in these endeavors know it, just don't care for anything except the MONEY!!! Please, please everyone send your no vote. Thank you.  Erica Eden, Freeland, WA US
Please do not disturb the mangrove ecosystem. It isn't good for the planet. Please think about the consequences of making man "happier."  Patricia Alexakis, Camarillo, CA US
Sir, It is time to turn to an environmentally friendly economy. Eco tourism is the way to go! There are tons of five star golf resorts in the world already. Who needs more of the same?? Do something different that preserves the spectacular beauty of the island. Your stewardship today will make a huge difference tomorrow. The environment and beauty of your island makes it unique and gives people a reason to come.  Jennifer Carloye, Austin, TX US
The beauty of nature is by far more enticing to the senses than a hotel and a golf course which could destroy the mangroves which help to take carbon dioxide out of the air. Please let nature do what it does best beautify and puirify.  Brenda Myers, Hanover, PA US
Quick profit is not worth long term devastating consequences. Ecotourism is a growing way to provide jobs.  Robert Reed, Soquel, CA US
The only safe development is no development at all. Development by its very definition destroys whatever the existing situation is in order to develop the new. If what is there that draws people to visit is destroyed by development, then who is going to want to go there?  Arthur E. Coates, Grafton, VT US
You've got a chance to do it right, so will you?  Paul Sanderson, Salem, CT US
Find another way to make your proft and leave Beef Island 100% in tact.  Bill Leikam, Palo Alto, CA US
Please protect the primitive areas.  Eddie Crim, rich hts, OH US
I used to live in the Virgin Islands, and one of my fondest memories is of the miles of untouched beaches I just happened across during a day of wandering. This area it much too beautiful to ruin with more resorts.  Candice Hart, Lakeland, FL US
Please don't destroy this pristine environment for the sake of greed. we have way too few natural areas in the world today to take this beautiful one and develop it for tourist.  Mary Quinlan, Sargent, TX US
SAVE SOME FOR LATER!  Reverend Pennie Mumm CD MS, College Place, WA US
Destroying mangroves can have terrible unforeseen consequences - see what happened in the Florida Keys.  Kathleen Maher, Ocean, NJ US
do we need another golf course?  david poole, Alpharetta, GA US
GOOD GRIEF!!! When are we ever going to learn. We are destroying the very planet we live on in the name of profit for a developer. What a shame  Virginia Baker, New Smyrna Beach, FL US
Please carefully consider your decision to destroy what's left of Earth's natural beauty.  Howard Petlack, Boynton Beach, FL US
Please preserve the ecosystem of the virgin islands from uncontrolled development  Joseph Wasserman, West Hartford, CT US
Please take our protest seriously. The international community is watching and hoping that you protect this natural treasure.  sylvia correnti, satellite beach, FL US
Please...it's time protect what's left of a precious ecological resource. The British Virgin Islands have enough development without having to destroy yet another ecosystem that is vital to fisheries and other wildlife. Do the right thing and stop the plans for develpment!  Ralph Sanchez, Carmel Valley, CA US
The eco-system threatened by this proposed development belongs to humankind. You are among the few who can protect it for this and future generations. Please honor the trust that has been placed in you.  Patricia Moss, Johnstown, OH US
Perhaps the developers could rethink their plans and develop an eco-friendly resort.  Bob Dumeyer, Bristol, PA US
I've been a frequent visiter to the BVI. I won't come again; I'll tell my friends; I'll write about it. Stop the privatization and destruction of this common heritage.  Cecile Mills, Watsonville, CA US
I have been to the BVI and I know how beautiful the natural environment is. Please do not allow this ecosystem to be destroyed. It would certainly effect my decision to return to the area.  Amy Wallace, Darien, CT US
Beef Island has the most important mangrove ecosystem in the BVI, second in acreage only to far-flung Anegada. All of Tortola's nine mangrove ecosystems have already been decimated or destroyed by development. Mangrove systems provide nurseries for hatchling birds and juvenile fish, homes for lobster and conch and feeding grounds for waders and waterfowl. I would rather visit pristine protected nature than some off color resort that will destroy habitat!!!!  virginia sullivan, sacred heart, MN US
Let's be stewards of our beautiful planet Earth!!!!!  sue simms, new york, NY US
I was told that the Virgin Isles were the most natural and pristine places left on earth. Please don't ruin it.  Nancie Lester, Forest Grove, OR US
Not everything is about money!!!  Cindy Belleau, Forestville, CA US
Dear Premier, Please recognize the only true sustainability and opportunity for economic well being is a local and responsible economy based on protection of the natural diversity.  Lorena Loubsky, Colrain, MA US
The world needs mangroves and the natural world more than it needs another hotel and golf course.  Patricia Lutton, Cupertino, CA US
I do enjoying visiting your beautiful islands, please, we all need to be responsible to protect our world & environment. The eco system has no voice so we the people must speak on its behalf and just say NO!  Ann Paszkiewicz, Fallston, MD US
I helped Audubon Society win polar bear protections and I'd like to see Beef Island protected, too. Thanks!  Martha Perez, Portland, OR US
if you end up destroying the ecosystem on beef island it will be gone forever, please dont do it  douglas mcmillen, New Albany, IN US
I would rather visit a natural preserved habitat in a beautiful setting, than kill and destroy the place where rare animal and fish live. Visiting BVI is a beautiful place and we already have enough wonderful resorts to visit. Plese keep this in mine before you destroy this ecosystem.  mitzi foster, kirkwood, MO US
A treasure like this can never be restored, once developed. Give the birds, animals, and fishes a chance  Mary Markus, Garden Grove, CA US
Dear  , Premier of the British Virgin Islands, I am very concerned about threats to the marine environment around Beef Island on the British Virgin Islands. Beef Island boasts important dry tropical forest, and mangroves that are integrated with sea grass, salt ponds and coral reef habitats. The ecosystem of Hans Creek Lagoon, a marine protected area, is crucial for sustaining viable fisheries around Beef Island and throughout the territory. The proposed hotel, marina and golf course complex would destroy this world-class treasure. Beef Island has the most important mangrove ecosystem in the BVI, second in acreage only to far-flung Anegada. All of Tortola's nine mangrove ecosystems have already been decimated or destroyed by development. Mangrove systems provide nurseries for hatchling birds and juvenile fish, homes for lobster and conch and feeding grounds for waders and waterfowl.  Dominic Tafoya, Corrales, NM US
Mr. O'Neill, As an elected member to Wilton CT's Board of Selectmen, I know the importance of preserving the environment in our own backyard. Please preserve yours too!!  Ted Hoffstatter, Wilton, CT US
I have been to the British Virgin Islands, and it's a beautiful place. To think that a resort could be developed in a prime natural area is appalling, and points to major greed.  Mary Conway, Chicago, IL US
Dear Premier ONeal, It would seem better with a resource of this nature to concentrate on eco-tourism and allow only Green accomodations to be built for the purpose.It could set a new global standard !Thankyou.ACM  Anton McInerney, North Reading, MA US
Please help save this fragile island ecology.  Kathleen Cowles, Tucson, AZ US
We need to protect all of the world's Ecosystems, no matter how big or small. Please help us do that at Beef Island.  Amy Bright, West Milford, WV US
What is not protected, will most assuredly perish.  John Lauro, Landisville, NJ US
Dear Rt. Hon. Ralph T. O'Neal, Premier of the British Virgin Islands, please don't let the development destroy such beauty. Once gone never the same.  Paul Nelson, racine, WV US
Don't destroy the reason people visit!  Sarah Gioia, Minneapolis, MN US
Please don't ruin the beauty of those Pristine waters, magical wildlife and beautiful island... For more commercial crap! The whole attraction to Beef Island is its untouched beauty and the true feeling of getting away from it all. Not somewhere just stuffed with ugly hotels and gobs of people - YUCK!  Karen Richard, Spring, TX US
These things are necessary.  Karen Stickney, Auburn, ME US
There is so little left of these wonderful shorline places in our world - please preserve them by preventing this development.  Tim Maher, Milwaukee, WI US
The world needs to step up and save special places like Beef Island from development. Places like these are important to protect our environment.  Nancy F. Sacchitella, Honeoye Falls, NY US
This land is much more valuable to you intact for eco-tourism.  Danielle Golden, Buckner, MO US
We must all step back and look at the beauty that surrounds us. It is our duty to maintain that beauty and protect the unspoiled areas of the world.  Donald Dixon, Alexandria, VA US
Many progressive nations around the world are finding ways to grow businesses and encourage tourism while preserving important natural habitats. I hope you will take their cue and stop the proposed development of Beef Island.  Jean Lewandowski, Laporte, MN US
Protect the Virgin Isllands from development  Rana Nickels, Strongsville, OH US
Your Island looks wonderful-why spoil it merely for the bored wealthy one see's moping about!  Steve Berman, Sherman Oaks, CA US
don't rich people have enough places to flaunt themselves? Lord knows us poor people do.  Russel Shaver, MAYVILLE, MI US
Please don't allow this sad mistake to destroy the beauty you have there.  Donna M Crane, Pensacola, FL US
Please leave some areas in this world to just wildlife and plants ,trees and marine life. We do not need any more hotels and such.  Patricia O'Hearn, Katy, TX US
I believe that tourism is very important to the Island.  Joseph Jacklovich  USA  Ret, Wichita, KS US
Once it's gone, it's gone forever! Keep it pristine.  Louise McGowan, Lake Worth, FL US
Protect your Beautiful Country from developers who only seek profits at the expense of your country's Natural Beauty!  Frank Millin, Pompano Beach, FL US
There are plenty of island resorts in the world, ad especially in this region. There is only one island like this. Please do not destroy it or the surrounding marine life that depends on it for survival.  Rowen Grey, Reynoldsburg, OH US
You can make money promoting the beauty and natural resources of your lovely islands. As much as without the resort. Eco -tourism is the coming thing. You are perfectly placed to take advantage of this new style of educated and often wealthy tourist. Keep your ecologically sound Beef Island virgin....like the name of your island chain.  Gayna Uransky, Garberville, CA US
Please save Beef island!Coral reef habitats and mangroves are a must in our ecosystem.Too many have alraedy been destroyed by developement.Onle WE can protect and respect our planet.  geralyn leccese, Babylon, NY US
Yes, please protect Beef Island!  Bruce England, Mountain View, CA US
I visited the Caribbean in 2001. It was already ravaged and the coral reefs were dying. We don't need to destroy any more of the area on another stupid get-rich-quick scheme.  Laurens L. Battis III, Fairfield, CA US
Premier O'Neal, My husband and I visited the British Virgin Islands 20 years ago and were amazed at the natural beauty and purity of the environment. Please take care before any harm to come to this oasis.  Winifred Helton-Harmon, Bethlehem, PA US
We've seen in Burma what the destruction of mangrove ecosystems does in the event of typhoons or hurricanes.  David Heitkemper, Seattle, WA US
Wouldn't it be wiser to use this area as a well-managed eco-system to encourage an evironmental tourism rather than develop it to the detriment of the entire community of man and animal?  Tom Fitzgerald, Newark, NJ US
I visited the Caribbean for the first time last year and chose to stay in an eco-resort on St. John. Early this year I was able to visit the BVI for the first time and was completely impressed with the beauty of the islands and anxious to visit again. I would much rather visit areas where the ecology has been protected than a destructive resort.  Marilyn Machara, Lexington, KY US
We have precious few natural wonders like this left - we must preserve them to be passed on to following generations. It is a great responsibility.  Julie Sanford, Van Nuys, CA US
Premier O'Neal I know the money development can bring to a small nations economy but I also think the world has enough hotels and not enough undisturbed protected land. Find another soultion and save this beautiful area for future generations.  Alice Goss, Clinton, WA US
I grew up in Florida, and I can't see many of the beautiful rare species and habitats there today I could see there as a child 40 years ago. Please help preserve a special habitat that is within your hands: offer eco-tours instead of wrecking it!  Raelin Hansen, Marshall, NC US
I don't believe that any more hotels or golf courses are necessary in this world. There are plenty to go around for those folks who are seeking such leisure activities!  June Attarian, Saint Louis, MO US
It's important for these rare wild animals and plants to survive in their natural habitat, so that your island's residents and visitors can see them, learn about how they live, and help save them for this, and other, developments that threaten their existence.  Wendy King, New Orleans, LA US
Please help preserve the remaining natural habitats and ecosystems of the world.  Brian Jenkins, Farmers Branch, TX US
Why does business feel it has to wreck every pristine area of our earth? Please leave this area alone. This is the a delicate ecosystem that doesn't have to the ability to fight such a travesty. Leave the perfection of Beef Island alone, please.  Renae Sutcliffe, Miknneapolis, MN US
Your country's long term interests will best be served by preserving your ecosystem. Short-term profits will never pay for the costs that will ultimately arise from devastation of your natural environs.  Ian Boardman, Arlington, MA US
Healthy marine habitats are critical to the health of our planet. The joy and beauty that seabirds bring to us is priceless.  Bridget Brewer, Sausalito, CA US
These islands are very beautiful and one of a kind please do not destroy them just so someone could make a profit out of it. It's not right!  judith trujillo, panorama city, CA US
We have very few untouched areas left. Please keep resorts out of the British Virgin Islands!  Nick Scholtes, Wayzata, MN US
We need to start protecting the planet the good Lord gave us more, instead of killing it off for profit. I pray people start to see this.  Mandy James, Bullhead City, AZ US
There are so few untouched places on this earth; please do not be the one to allow the destruction of such a priceless asset!  Carole Tabb, Blaine, WA US
We visit the Virgin Islands every winter and would hate to see this gorgeous place overdeveloped.  donna cohen, Hopkinton, MA US
What part of the comment, "Opps, that was the last one!" is it they fail to understand????????????????????/  Linda Austin, Fort Worth, TX US
I am a Professor of Geography and Environmental Science. For too long, people have used and abused natural habitats for all the wrong reasons. This island and its non-human inhabitants should be protected, not paved over. Please preserve the island for all.  Jessica Douglas, Oxnard, CA US
We've got to stop allowing the exploitation of the planet for personal gain at the expense of the flora and fauna with whom we share the earth.  Brenda Anna, Riverdale Park, MD US
Don't do it please......  Danny McCadci, Sunnyvale, CA US
The ecosystems around Beef Island are among the most fragile and important on the planet.  a metcalf, Plymouth, NH US
We all need to work together to protect our beautiful environment while also advancing our society.  Carol Kemski, Pueblo, CO US
People around the world must cooperate to protect our environment and habitat for wildlife. We must preserve it so that it can be enjoyed by the generations that follow. If we lose it now, it can never be replaced. It will be gone forever. We want better for the children of the future.  Rhea Osland, Laurel, IA US
The BVIs are my favorite vacation destination. It would be a crime to destroy Beef Island for another unneeded golf resort. The planet has enough of them (and I say this as a 5 handicap golfer!).  Robert Morgart, Santa Fe, NM US
What are you trying to do, rival Bush with the amount of destruction he's trying to achieve? If so, the only way to do it would be bomb the island out of existence!  Sandi Clark, Erie, PA US
When we humans give in to the temptation to "develop" key areas -- let me call them "hatcheries" for fish, birds, land animals, etc. -- we render Planet Earth less and less habitable. Carried on long enough, that means, making Planet Earth about as habitable as the Moon. I invite you to consider the proposal to develop Beef Island as a request to push for species suicide and for annihilating the rest of the biosphere. If you wish to discuss this topic further with me, I invite you to send me an email -- cah5@hilgart.org -- so we can set up a conversation of, perhaps, one hour's duration. C. A. Hilgartner, MD  C. A. Hilgartner, MD, Kirksville, MO US
Keep the environment safe, please!!!  Zuhair Hadid, Sunnyvale, CA US
please don't destroy what beautiful land.  diane ciullo, scranton, PA US
I want you to protect the tropical forest.It is very important to do so. The forest needs protecting, the Lagoon, and the animals, marie life, and the plants also need protecting. There is no need for a golf course, hotel, and marina to take over. This tropical forest is very important. We are to the stewards of the natural resources. Once this is gone, man goes. This is all people want to do, destory something that their very lives depend on. Once this habitant is lost, it can never be replaced. There sure is a lot of greedy people. It is always about money, money, and more money. Our natural resources are by far, the most important posessions we have. So stop the building of the golf course, marina, and the hotel.  Alachia Snow, Quitman, GA US
I'd rather visit the Virgin Islands as they are, not as a resort wants me to see them.  Christian Losciale, Chesterfield, MO US
It's all about money, isn't it? Do wealthy people actually NEED another place to go flaunt their riches? Golf courses, five star hotels and resorts are quite plentiful-ecosystems aren't. With the ecosystem goes all the plants and animals it sustains. Is there REALLY a question as to what should happen? Or not happen?  Gary Poppas, Canton, NC US
Remaining pristine lands need to stay pristine!  Michelle Flowers, Elk, WA US
Have visited islands before. If this Beef island proposal passes i would never visit again. Do the right thing spare this beautifull island and all that surronds.  Roderick Wood, Traverse, MI US
Please consider the environment! You can develop any place on earth, but only a few spots are this important ecologically. Think about the long-term impacts this development would have on the environment!  Emily Atkinson, Florence, MA US
Eco tourism is increasing year by year. Beef island sounds like an ideal location to preserve in its native condition for our & future generations. Thank You.  Robert W. Brown, Racine, WI US
Now is the time to make a discision about the future of this area. It needs to be protected, so that in future years it will be there as part of the BVI's protected natural ecosystem. Please make the right decision now.  Martha Jane Ripple, Great Falls, VA US
I think we have enough Resorts and Golf Courses for the rich and famous. Let's think about the importance of each species to the earth and ourselves. Please do not crowd out more wild life needlessly.  Marilyn Grendele, Portland, OR US
We have watched tyrannical haters of realism destroy so much of of the U.S. not for any reason. For what conceivable would intelligent British leaders wish to ape any of the regressive immorality of US neocon extremists?  Robert Cerello, San Diego, CA US
Our wildlife treasures are vanishing or dwindling. Our wild lands are vanishing or dwindling. You have such treasures that can never, ever be replaced.  Sandra Franklin, Pottstown, PA US
Please, do not destroy this precious resource. Nurseries and feeding grounds for young birds and water creatures should not be destroyed. There must be another location suitable for a hotel and golf course. Once the resource is destroyed it cannot be renovated as we have found here in Florida. Save it for your children and theirs and to keep healthy animal and bird populations. Thank you for your attention. Sincerely, Patrici Gilberg  patricia gilberg, Delray Beach, FL US
The British Virgin Islands should take a stand for the long term future health of its environment - rather than for the short term and short-sighted big business interests.  Gay Merwin, New York, NY US
There are lots of fancy hotels around the world and in your area, but what you have now is unique, precious, and irreplaceable. Keep it the way it is. Please.  Bill Weller, Crystal Lake, IL US
We live in a sensitive ecosystem of islands here in the Pacific Northwest..... Thousands of people visit here yearly to see the marine life, the clear waters, whales and to walk the woodland areas of protected preserve......this would not happen if we allowed all the lands here to be developed......what you have on Beef Island cannot be built or in any way shape or form man made................ Protect what you have for the generations to come.... there is enough human "development".............. You can never replace what you destroy.........never......... Sincerly A.M. Maren  aurore maren, lopez, WA US
Beef Island is already "developed" - by the ecosystem that developed over the ages. And the plants and animals that already live and visit are more important in the long view than another resort for people with many other choices. Please do not destroy that which cannot be replaced.  Durango Mendoza, Urbana, IL US
My husband and I have visited your beautiful area of the world three times and hate to think of changing the mangrove ecosystem with a resort. Please use the authority of your position to protect Beef Island. Carole Wheeler  Carole Wheeler, Valencia, CA US
Please don't lose your wonderful natural resource to development. A five-star hotel, marina and golf course would threaten the existence of this world treasure! If there must be development, let it be a very small, exclusive echo lodge with only a small dock and boat for clients only, no marina or golf course. Think of the future of your beautiful and rich marine area and reject the large resort development.  Susan Selbin, Albuquerque, NM US
Do the right thing!  mark lee, euless, TX US
Please Please do not let this essential marine habitat be destroyed so a few people can vacation. Your nation and the world depend on this gorgeous marine environment for our survival.  Sheila Malone, Waterville, ME US
by creating a preserve, generations will be able to see this protected area and all its beauty. there are many other beautiful resort areas that are already exploited - please see how important this decision is to our future!  Deborah Morley, University City, MO US
Damage to an ecosystem cannot be undone.  Ann Randall, Boise, ID US
Don't destroy something you can't bring back. Think before you act on this.  Donna Kennett, Toms River, NJ US
Enough of our world has already been over-developed by humans. How about leaving a little for wildlife.  Gerald Orcholski, Pasadena, CA US
I will never visit a big, five-star hotel complex that I know was built on the dead remains of one of the world's vanishing island ecosystems. I do not play golf, I do not gamble, I do not sit around in bars, and I do not swim in chlorinated pools. I do visit pristine ecosystems, snorkle, view and photograph wildlife, and spend my money to support those people that protect and enjoy those ecosystems without destroying them. The world is changing - there are a lot more like me out there. And what we like is sustainable. You won't make as much on us overnight, but in the long run, we will sustain your economy without degrading your country. Think about it, before you decide to sell your most valuable, irreplaceable assets to the highest bidder.  Craig Nazor, Austin, TX US
Please, no more environmental destruction!  Thomas Adamski, Oxford, CT US
Please help save this beautiful part of the world from rampant developement. We need good planning in all parts of the world.  Amy Davis, Durham, NC US
Resorts are a dime a dozen, and are similar from place to place. When I travel and visit different places, I want to see the native ecosystems, with the wildlife unique to the area. Please protect this unique ecosystem from resort-development. Thank you.  Susan Vanderburgh, Oakland, CA US
Please sir, we must all protect our home, the earth! Do not be swayed by empty promises and promises of vast amount of money. You cannot replace what you will be destroying and it is incumbent upon us all to preserve our wild life and their habitats. Thank you for your time and consideration. kmm  Kathy Mauldin, Mesa, AZ US
Do not spoil this beautiful place. Keep the land as God intended.  Grace Block, Little Rock, AR US
It should be evident that, by permitting the proposed development, you are killing the reason for tourist visits to your beautiful island. I urge you to reconsider.  Lauri Provencher, Los Angeles, CA US
I enjoyed a delightful cruise in the British Virgin Islands several years ago and would hate to see Beef Island exploited and threatened.  Carol Doehne, Roseville, CA US
Here in the U.S., golf clubs are becoming less popular. Many people would pass up a 5 star hotel for a comfortable and scenic, quiet place to stay.  Peter & Mary Alice Belov, Goldendale, WA US
Remember your progeny--- Keep it for them......  Sydney and Mrs. Lois Parlow, Boston, MA US
So I ask you, please do not discount Beef Island as a mere resource to be exploited.  All Larkin, Seattle, WA US
There are already many resorts and golf courses in the Caribbean. Please ... Let's leave some space for the creatures and fauna.  Susan Kaufmann, Stamford, CT US
WHAT COULD YOU POSSIBLY BE THINKING??  suzanne williams, savannah, GA US
I HAVE WALKED AND SWAM IN THIS EXACT PLACE AND THERE IS SUCH AN AMAZING VARIETY OF SEA LIFE AND BIRDS. It must be protected.  phoebe turner, kennett sq, PA US
Good grief, when is it going to end? The systematic destruction of every inch available on this planet. We are replacing our wildlife with buildings!! Where is the logic in this? How many resorts do humans need before it is enough?  Bonnie Maguire, Ormond Beach, FL US
People don't visit such places to see hotels blighting the sea and landscape!  John Curotto, Quinebaug, CT US
Please preserve this beautiful natural widerness.THANKS. Dana R. Smithberger  Dana Smithberger, worthington, OH US
Please, please don't develop this island.  Pat Churchman, Bridgewater, VA US
Why destroy that which makes your beautiful island a most attractive place worthy of visiting and seeing? It seems money is worth the only thing in some peoples eyes though.  Julian B, Fort Lauderdale, FL US
There are so few wonderful places like this left in our ever diminishing environment...please do not aid in despoiling yet another treasure.  Kim Maynard, Eugene, OR US
As a travel agent for 13 years, I have seen both the benefits and the destructive nature of development in tropical environs. Preservation of unique ecosystems is critical in creating both tourism and ecotourism. Delicate ecosystems are not only essential to maintaining life on earth in general, but play a significant role in what makes tropical locations desirable as a tourist destination. Please consider the balance.  G. Montgomery, Lilliwaup, WA US
Please don't destroy this beautiful island for monetary (or maybe not) gain. The animal and plant life once destroyed, cannot be replenished.  Pam Giangrosso, Omaha, NE US
Please don't give in to the pressure of the wealthy (AND greedy) and take away this tropical paradise. To destroy something of this much beauty so the "rich and famous" can be seen at the "in" place is an absolute horror! Let them use all the OTHER "in" places they have built or had built for them. We are too much of a disposable society and we need to recycle other resorts that they HAD TO HAVE. To lose all this for a GOLF COURSE? That is insanity at its' finest! Show these developers you still have a pair and say NO!  toni gibbons, covington, KY US
A future for a diverse habitat is more important than a luxury resort. We have lost too many ecosystems like the one on Beef Island, and the native animals do not have anywhere else to go.  Jeanne Schlatter, Coshocton, OH US
Destroying pristine properties just to build golf courses and the sort show how misplaced many corporate elitists' priorities are.  Drew Keller, Knoxville, TN US
Please. Let's give BACK to the earth and sea rather than further damaging and taking from it. There are more than enough resorts to satisfy the world now.  Kasey Hunter, Kennesaw, GA US
Save the Beef Islands, PLEASE.  Wayne Adams, Wautoma, WI US
Come on Mr O'Neal. Keep the BVI as Natures Little Seacrets. It is what makes your islands a treasure.  Tom Dodamead, Marathon, FL US
Just what we need, another golf course/marina/Hotel. Please Do not do this! This should remain untouched and it should remain the treasure that it is. We are destroying so much of our ecosystem, lets have some foresight and preserve this very special area.  Mieke Pagan, San Jose, CA US
Please don't destroy the wildlife and fauna here. Both could never be recovered....thank you.  Jessie Love, Omaha, NE US
Some things we can't just give up. This is one of them. We need to stop irresponsible development.  Jerry Liebermann, Seattle, WA US
we need to save as much natural land as possible from development  daniel teed, holt, MI US
We must look ahead not settle for quick-and-dirty "planning." Ecological devastation is a disaster for tourism and economic development, in the long run.  Alice Bowron, St. Louis Park, MN US
Is NOTHING sacred? Aren't there enough resorts in the Caribbean which have already decimated its pristine paradise? PLEASE consider the big picture and not the almighty dollar. My prayers are with you that you will do the right thing.  Jennifer Meares, Matawan, NJ US
The last thing we need is another resort, or mall, or any form of developed commerce. We need to preserve our natural resources.  Susan McVey, Woodway, TX US
It is always when undeveloped, eco-sensitive land is developed for necessity of food or industry, but for the frivolity of the banal pleasures of the wealthy, it borders on disgusting. Please don't let this happen.  Terry Roller, Hewitt, TX US
Please help preserve our environment, pretty soon we will not have a planet to live in anymore.  Mariola Rabin, Fort Lauderdale, FL US
Please consider eco-tourism development over more golf courses.  Howard Packer, Miami Beach, FL US
Please stop this destructive development. We need the wild, and one less hotel/golf course will never even be missed.  Daniel Williams, Wawona, CA US
We need to preserve our last wild spaces. There are enough hotels, and enough already developed areas in which to put more.  Mina Loomis, Austin, TX US
Enough with the greed, already. Here we are with oil and gasoline prices out of sight, to the point where low-income families can barely afford to go to work to earn the money to *pay* for the stuff, and developers want to turn a crucial ecosystem into yet another playground for the rich? This is *not* sound judgement!  Patricia G. Gerresheim, West Shokan, NY US
Enough already. There aren't enough beaches for everyone already? This is a travesty. Please do not allow it.  Mary Robbins Jones, Richardson, TX US
i love spending time on beautiful beaches on vacation. but i also know that we need to preserve what little wild habitat there is left so that we still have something to enjoy in the future. won't you please reconsider your developement plans?? thank you for listening!!  Rebecca Ianieri, oakland, CA US
Please don't develop every inch of land on the planet just for profit.  Caroline Wells, Albuquerque, NM US
Please protect the environment around Beef Island  Ronald McGowan, Natchez, MS US
We must value and protect what little wildlife and pristine wilderness we have left on our precious earth. Please!  ynez reyes, KAHULUI, HI US
Please make the conservation of Beef Island a priority. Thank you.  Lisa Banik, Waterbury, CT US
This is a beautiful area. We have seen what has happened to the Everglades. Let's not repeat the same mistake in the Virgin Islands.  Laurie Bonnici, Naples, FL US
I look forward to visiting your country and hope to see it in a natural, pristine state.  Sandra Kemp, Indianapolis, IN US
Please preserve this beautiful environment  Steve Majewski, superior, WI US
The world needs to preserve what's left of its precious ecosystem. The world does not need more hotels in eco-sensitive areas. Please use some intelligence and don't allow this development.  Nancy Press, Portland, OR US
Think of the future.  virginia garcia, Orlando, FL US
We need to save the animals there and your so called developement will kill most of them. Will that make you happy killing animals? And then you will have to talk to the Lord about that.  Katharyn Chenoweth, Waynesville, MO US
I will not consider vacationing in the British Virgin Islands until I know that Beef Island will be protected.  Joyce Frohn, Oshkosh, WI US
Why don't you build your golf course on the bottom of the sea just off of the continintal shelf.  Robert De Lacy, Ventura, CA US
PLEASE WE DON'T ALL PLAY GOLF OR CARE. WE NEED THESE PLACES LEFT AS THEY OUR FOR GENERATIONS TO COME.  WILLIAM COREY, BEECH BLUFF, TN US
A new resort on Beef Island is unnecessary and poses a real threat to needed wildlife habitat. As a frequent visitor to the islands, I heartily recommend against allowing this development to proceed.  Mark Leeson, Orwigsburg, PA US
Please help us save our environment.  Patricia Bereczki, Vancouver, WA US
please dont ruin the land by developing it  laurie keick, san lorenzo, CA US
We need to preserve the natural areas that still remain worldwide. Do we really need another commercial development anywhere?  Erica Denner, Owings Mills, MD US
Let's keep some parts of our world in their natural way.  Maura FitzGerald, Oakland, CA US
I ask that you do extensive research before making such a major life-changing deciscion. I would hate to see a man-made resort destroy natural habitat and possible lifesaving plants and animals. This could be good for your country but make sure before changing anything just for money. I love to golf as well as anyone but take the time you need to be sure.  John Seymoure, Jacksonville, IL US
Please remember the Galapagos Islands and that the Galapagos tortoise is now extinct. It is possible to do it ecologically and still turn a profit. Please consider this.  Melinda Dastrup, Salt Lake City, UT US
I believe that animals and their natural habitat as well as healthy eco systems are more important than a new hotel that will attract tourists and thus destroy even more natural landscape and wildlife.  Elke Hoppenbrouwers, East Haven, CT US
please don't  carey hauser, N. Hollywood, CA US
Save our planet, stop destroying it.  Peter Ellenstein, Independence, KS US
The world's got enough hotels, golf courses, etc. Wild places are in short supply and, sadly, that supply is dwindling.  Scott Hed, Sioux Falls, SD US
I had a wonderful vacation years ago in the British Virgin Islands, and I hate to think that the wonderful environment I saw there will be destroyed!  margi williams, Fort Collins, CO US
Let's see! Developers have ruined the Keyes to build endless hotels, motels, shops & restaurants:( Pretty soon no one will want to go there & now you want to start destroying the natural beauty of Beef Island? Wake up!  Barbara Fleishman, Middleton, WI US
We don't need any further development in a marine protected area!  Chuck Donegan, Selden, NY US
This island is a very special treasure that should be protected at all costs.  Whittney Harmon, Spanish Lake, MO US
The natural world is disappearing at an alarming rate. Only we humans can stop the destruction.  J. Capozzelli, New York, NY US
We can only destroy the earth for so long, then it will be over.  Marc Irgang, Duluth, GA US
We are losing too many ecosystems throughout the world. Let us not add another to this list. I don't care if it is marine or land we must find ways to save them.  Rev. Robert Murchison,R.Pp., Sallisaw, OK US
Please do not ruin another inch of our earth! We need to protect it, not destroy more of the nature that has been created for us!  Carolyn Partlow, Henryville, IN US
Do not take essential habitat away from rare creatures who need it, which developers do not!  Brenda Troup, Bolton, MA US
I understand that development can help an island economy, but a less ambitious project could attract tourists and still save the beauty of Beef Island and the waters surrounding it.  Alice Kelley, Strafford, PA US
i have been a regular visitor to the british and american virgin islands over the past 20 years. please attend to the stewardship of these wonderful natural places and do not encourage or allow development which will forever denegrade or eliminate these precious places. thankyou.  ann harrington, Tucson, AZ US
This earth needs better care and sensitivity, and less bowing to financial and business interests!  Angelo Feldkamp, DePere, WI US
This invaluable resource must be protected for all time. Please ensure that this natural wonder continues to benefit the planet we all share.  Mark Weinberger, San Francisco, CA US
JUST SAY NO!  Lynne Levine, Franklin Square, NY US
Just what we need another 5 star hotel for the elite!  Marsha Lowry, El Sobrante, CA US
You have beautiful waters in which to sail and Beef Island has been a piece of natural beauty unspoiled by commercialization. With today's credt crunch, why allow another resort to get started? There are plenty in the area already & check to see how many are full. Thank you for your attention.  Mary Gajewski, Bloomington, IN US
PLEASE SAVE BEEF ISLAND!  sandra nealon, laguna beach, CA US
I lived for a number of years on Trinidad and I know the beauty of the Islands.. and when I have seen the spoiled and irreperably damaged areas that will never be as they were I weep. What is beautiful and protected must be heroicly protected! Please do what is right.  Sarah Adamson, Mountlake Terrace, WA US
We need to protect this wild ecosystem and its inhabitants for future generations.  Florence Sullivan, Chicago, IL US
Don't let "We had to destroy the biosphere to 'use and enjoy it'"!  david h jones, seattle, WA US
I spent part of last December in Virgin Gorda, which helped me appreciate both how gorgeous the British Virgins are and how the commercial tourist trade is starting to threaten that beauty. Once lost, you can't get nature back! Please protect Beef Island and all of the Virgins!  John Markowitz, New York, NY US
Surely you know the importance of the ecosystem in Beef Island. Once a resort it built, all will be lost, and for what gain? The Virgin Islands are blessed with such beauty. We are sad to learn about Tortola's mangrove ecosytems being destroyed by development. Our daughter was married on Tortola, and will be devastated to learn what has happened there. Don't let the same thing happen to Beef Island. Once it's gone, it's gone.  Diane Williams, Lacey, WA US
This project will not only destroy a precious, irreplaceable ecosystem; it will destroy the very qualities that make Beef Island such a unique and beautiful place.  Mary Suda, Clifton Park, NY US
When are these large companies going to quit destrying every bit of nature that we have left. There are too many animals being displaced and there's already too many big resorts already.  Kathy Zalenko, Ferndale, MI US
BOYCOTT the Virgin Islands until they stop development and protect the ecosystems!  Sarah Backus, Thousand Oaks, CA US
Earth is little by little destroyed by actions like these. It's time to give an example and stop the destruction of these wonderful islands. Now it's in YOUR hands.  Gabriela Borda de Hasty, Dudley, NC US
The Human animal always wants to bring what they call civilization to a paradise.  Al Bonanno, Ladysmith, WI US
Delicate ecosystems must be protected with the interest of everyone. Beyond the economic impact of local and/or regional development with regard to tourism and other forms of vital revenue, there must be a shared responsibility of government, corporations and citizenry to jointly combine their efforts in order to create a balance that will benefit everyone. There is room for economic and social development to take place without sacrificing environmental and human issues. There is a shift to sustainability that is now completely feasible but it takes everyone involved to share the effort so no one party is alone in bearing the burden. Once everyone is involved, it is far easier to bring about the delicate balance necessary for a higher standard of living in every respect to this life. Education, incentive, renewed passion for life, letting go of the old energies (outdated thought and manipulation) and a genuine concern for the betterment of the planet are crucial but will come about only when the citizens of this planet are all treated with equal respect and are no longer taken advantage of. People must feel, know and see proof their efforts are being used for the true advancement of civilization and not solely for the financial and power gain of the few.  Darren Ginn, Atl, GA US
How much more are we going to take from our world before there is nothing left of our world? Leave nature alone!!!  Donna Sims, Waddell, AZ US
I have visited a few wild places on our planet... This one is on my list... we need to keep it pristine!  Chanda Vincent, Manlius, NY US
The existence of vital ecosystems around the world are being threatned including Beef Island on the British Virgin Islands. This island is vastly more important then the proposed hotel, marina and golf course complex that will be for the rich. This mangrove ecosystem is vitally important because it provides nurseries for hatchling birds and juvenile fish, homes for lobster and conch and feeding grounds for waders and waterfowl. This ecosystem is very important because all living things are connected and when we destroy one all others are adversly affected. We as humans will also be affected. All living things are much more important then the hotel, marina, and golf course complex. Please don't allow this complex to be built.  Marlene Bedard, Aurora, IL US
Please be careful with your amazing and unique natural resources -- and learn from the mistakes of others instead of making those same mistakes! Countries which have destroyed their fisheries around their countries have been sorry to find that their waters do not produce enough fish to employ or feed their people. Countrise which have destroy their protective mangrove trees have been amazed when a hurricane comes in and destroys the land. Please use your resources wisely. Please take heed of this mess the world is in and make good choices for a sustainable future!  Patricia Cook, Elyria, OH US
Please stop development. There is no way to get the natural beauty, habitat and ecosystem back. There are already enough resorts. Please leave the island in it's natural state for future generations to enjoy.  Stacey Johnson, Redmond, WA US
Please protect our waters, and marine life! Our waters are extremely important for the health of the whole ecosystem  Julie L, Brookhaven, NY US
We need this land for the birds and other wiildlife.  Sharon Crocker, San Jose, CA US
Mr. O'Neal, I was privileged to live at West End for 18 moths in the 1980s. The BVI have had a very special place in my heart since the early 70s. I haven't been able to return recently, but I plan to soon. Your country is a very special place and a treasure to you and to the world. Thank you, bill sorem  Bill Sorem, Minnetonka, MN US
My family is originally from Grand Cayman, BWI; but we have not visited there in many years. The reason we no longer visit is the fact that the government, in the over-excited effort to attract viisitors paved almost every available square centimeter of land. We let people who were not going to leave the island for various reasons have our property to build a place to live and got out of the commercial insanity. We tell our friends to save their time and go somewhere else and enjoy nature. Please do not allow this to happen on Beef Island. You have the opportunity to protect and preserve a marvelous treasure. Please preserve and respect this area for the wildlife and the fisheries it also helps sustain; that means the habitat and food supply for not only wildlife, but humans as well. This is a great example of the fact that the environment not only sustains wildlife, but the human race.  Gloria Clements, Macon, GA US
I visiited your island before and I so loved the nature and the fresh air and the laiedback ways. do not spoil it by devloping it leave things how they are. for the good of the locals and the visitors alike. dstroyed is forever!  lea mac leod, amherst, NY US
Isn't it time to stop destroying the environment for corporate greed. When all the wildlife is gone, then we won't be around much longer. Saving these ecosystems is important for all life on the planet.  Barbara Lindsey, Oakland, CA US
Please think of the future  virginia garcia, Orlando, FL US
This is just going to far!  calvin reeves, lewisville, TX US
Please preserve the natural habitat. It is important to maintain functional ecosystems that have not already been compromised.  Don Sullivan, Fairview, TN US
I have a wonderful friend who owns a home in the BVI. He has spent half of his life going there for vacation. He plans on retiring there when he is done working. Please don't spoil his dreams after all the people he's helped. He's a psychiatrist so please don't ruin his peace after him helping so many.  Sheri Adams, Peterborough, Ontario, -- CA
This area is such a special treasure. Furthermore, we must be careful to preserve mangrove ecosystems for their important role in the development of immature birds and fish  Marian Buckner, Shepherdstown, WV US
Greed is rampant, but man needs more than money. If you save this piece of Paradise, it will be worth its weight in gold in the future. It will be worth far more than a hotel and golf course now! Open land and water is already at a primium.  Idajane Dalpino, Corte Madera, CA US
i've spend many wonderful months in the caribbean over many years of my ilfe. already the destruction is ovewhelming. please help to stop -- and reverse -- this mad trend.  janice palma-glennie, kailua-kona, HI US
Please consider saving what is left of a struggling ecosystem. For the sake of your children, if not yourself.  F. Williams, naperville, IL US
For human life to thrive we need all other life forms to thrive as well; we are all interconnected. All development of lands should take this principle as its guide.  Marie Ross, Vallejo, CA US
Save this Wildlife Refuge!  Robyn Clark, Austin, TX US
PLEASE protect the wildlife, THEY deserve to live FREELY.  chantale ghazi, miami, FL US
We don't need a five-star hotel, the world needs wide places, don't destroy this beautiful place.  Nancy Tally, Lenexa, KS US
Please preserve this area for the future  Raymond Lewis, Signal Mtn, TN US
One of the nicest things about visiting the BVI is the low key atmosphere with the emphasis on nature. Megaresorts and golf courses destroy this atmoshpere and damage the environment. I would not visit your resort. Please keep Beef Island pristine!  Cindy Bendush, Fishers, IN US
Please protect this beautiful area, needed for many forms of life. Thank you  Tina Jaime, San Jose, CA US
do NOT let this happen! please protect the wildlife!  Alaina Parton, Columbia, SC US
Its time we take a stand and save what few natural treasures we have left. Please protect this marine area from development!!  candace rocha, los angeles, CA US
We have enough hotels down that way already. Kevin Miller  Kevin Miller, Morrisville, PA US
Please protect the eco-system of Hans Creek Lagoon which is a marine protected area as it is essential to the existence of fisheries of Beef Island. Beef Island is one of the few safe mangrove ecosystems remaining undisturbed by human expansion and developement. Please consider the global threat caused by man's urbanization, industrialization, and unrestrained mis-use of wild forests, lands, lakes, fish, foliage, and animals. Thank God for the exotic beauty of life that surrounds you and don't sacrifice its purity and wonder to the demands and greed of developers. Please follow your conscience and your heart and honor the natural gifts you've been given. Thank you.  Nancie Chalmers Herbst, Tucson, AZ US
With the ocean levels raising from global warming, is it really a good idea to build in areas that will be lost sooner than later? Nature will have enough difficulity trying to survive what is coming, don't be the nail in the coffin of innocent creatures. We are the ones with the larger brain. Why don't you show you can use yours.  andre frehley, bethany, OK US
Please try to rerverse the trend of over-development.. It is the scorge of our time!!- And this island is so critical to the survival of many animals and to the health of the ecosystem!! Already , it sounds as though there are plenty of resorts to draw enough tourist trade to the region!! Please reconsider!  D'Anna Fortunato, Boston, MA US
At a time when global warming is affecting the whole world, we should be doing everything possible to preserve what little we have left. We need to stop the development and preserve the ecosystem of the Island.  Rosiris Paniagua, Altadena, CA US
I think it is necessary to say that there will always be golf courses and hotels, always the opportunity to enjoy what they may offer. But there will not, however, always be the priceless environmental gifts in places like the Beef Island at this rate. We should--even must and need to--preserve and appreciate the natural gifts these places offer.  Mary Alexander, Glen Allen, VA US
Why are you so hell-bent on destroying this island? Do you feel that you are related to george w.  in some manner? Stupidity is sure running wild these past 7+ years in both of our countries!!!  Ardith Arrington, Seattle, WA US
Please Keep your beautiful islands the treasure they are. You will get more visitors to your paradise than you will with a five star hotel and golf course. Thank you, Barbara  Barbara Hitchko, Eureka, CA US
See to it that beautiful marine life is available to everyone, not just those that can afford it.  Daniel Lund, Chico, CA US
I don't want to visit any place that would destroy habitat for animals.  Misty Hay, Santa Rosa, CA US
There are more than sufficient numbers of these hotels, marinas and golf courses already. There is not need to destroy such a pristine area as this.  Rena Chiu, Portland, OR US
For decades I used to vacation on Grand Cayman. They undertook a similar large development, with a marina dredged, and the outflow killed their formerly beautiful coral reef. It's trashed. I can't bear to go there any more. Good thing I didn't buy a house there. Please don't let the same sad thing happen to your island. Thank you.  Jack Romanski, Berkeley, CA US
We don't need more mega-playgrounds! We need more respect for nature.  Michael Wacker, Prescott, AZ US
Please do all you can to protect beautiful Beef Is. and the important marine environment surrounding it.  Jane Donelon, Brunswick, ME US
As a frequent visitor to the Caribbean, I think that we need more eco-friendly destinations, rather than more resort destinations. Eco travel is becoming very popular. Perhaps that would be a better route to pursue on Beef Island, given that the island is still unspoiled. And it would set it apart from most of the other (over) developed islands.  Joan Dixon, Hurst, TX US
Water is too precious to be building any more golf course, and such a beautiful pristine area does not need some huge polluting hotel, but rather low level artistically integrated small units or huts for those coming as tourists. No pollution, environmentally sound methods, humans have already destroyed far too much of this planet and cannot continue to allow big money to rule where too often environmental impact is disregarded  Nina Council, Ashland, OR US
I would love to visit this beautiful island, but only if development is done responsibly, with maximum consideration for the environment. Degrading the environment for tourism is not something I choose to support.  Mary Wylie, Lakewood, CO US
Look what happened to Hawaii with all of their developments. The hills use to be pristine, but now are covered with houses. The coastal areas have resorts linked all along them. Beware-  Diana Brand, Los Angeles, CA US
I may visit this Island one day for it's ecological importance and beauty. I will not visit another 5 Star resort with it's damaging golf course.  Robert James, Austin, TX US
Two thirds is too much. There's too much development-help safe the wildlife and beauty of the land-say no to the gluttony of the rich.  Kathleen J. Kaminski, North Chili, NY US
Thank you for consideration of my plea.  Dean Webb, Seattle, WA US
I visited Tortolla a short time ago, and thought the natural beauty of that island, and the other islands I visited in my 2 week stay there was just lovely. The developed parts of the islands were less so. DO NOT work to destroy more of the natural beauty and natural habitat of those islands. They were not 'given' to humans to run roughshod over, and the more they are 'developed' and ruined, the less natural plant and animal life will survive. One of the best parts of my trip to the Virgin Islands was swimming in the remaining coral reefs, amongst all the brightly colored tropical fish. I will be very sad and have no reason to return if those natural features of the islands are destroyed.  John Beck, Cambridge, MA US
Dear Rt.Hon. O'Neal, I have visited the BVI's 5 yrs. ago and sailed with my husband and friends to nine of the islands, and we want to come back soon. Please don't destroy this beautiful place by another high rise hotel..It will spoil the habitat, reefs, etc. I am pleading to you, please don't.  Cheryl Brackett, Norman, OK US
Is nothing in this world sacred anymore? These lands were not meant to be taken over by money hungry people. They need to be left alone for the wildlife and plants !!  Melanie & Duane Gibson, Alexandria, IN US
Please listen to the many voices of concern.  Kevin Bickers, Atlantic Beach, FL US
Developing 2/3 of the island is ridiculous! Please protect this important habitat. The world does not need another tropical resort!  Sandra DeSmedt, Boonton, NJ US
I could care less to see big oversized buildings. I'd rather see the natural beauty, wildlife that should abound.  karen Fussy, Cushing, MN US
I'd love to visit your beautiful islands. Please do not ruin it with this kind of insane development. The world is dying and we need to keep places like the Virgin Islands and clean and wonderful as possible.  Clark Davis, Los Osos, CA US
Save the island and the marine environment. Do we really need another hotel to exploit our islands, pollute our waters and destroy marine life? NO, we do not!!!!!!!  Beth Owens, Daphne, AL US
Having enjoyed the wonderful snorkeling in the BVI, it would be criminal to eliminate this most valuable ecosystem. Golf courses can go anywhere, but this ecosystem is too unique to jeopardize. Besides, think of the water issue with the proposed resort!  Cynthia Lane, Eugene,, OR US
I have lived aboard a boat and spent much time in the BVIs. The increased stress on the ecology from this kind of tourism is just awful to think about. The beauty of Beef Island is it's solitude and habitat for wildlife. That would be destroyed by developemrnt. Why don't you take a lesson from other islands and places like Florida where things have been ruined by excessive development and this eventualaly causes financial stress as tourists go elsewhere to find their paradise.  Merrill Kramer, Clearwater, FL US
Please, lets think outside the box, and put helping and saving the Earth first.  Jeanne Thornton, Bellingham, MA US
You have something beautiful and unique. Please don't destroy it.  Dale Cullen, Kearny, NJ US
Today we need more places of ecological preservation and interest to draw tourists, not just another golf corse and hotel. You have a chance to do something really unique here. You can protect your precious marine environment and have eager tourists lining up to pay a visit at the same time.  Kathy Ash, Tujunga, CA US
if you snorkel, you get it.  Al Rosenkranz, Hamilton Township, NJ US
Resorts, golf courses, and other tourist attractions are a dime a dozen now. What will soon become much more valuable is undeveloped natural ecosystems such as those located on Beef Island. Please do not let these natural mangroves, reefs, and other habitats be destroyed in favor of costly development projects that will only serve to diminish the unique natural beauty of the island.  Jessica Walsh, Olean, NY US
Enough with the development of beautiful environments! We're running out of naturally beautiful and diverse places on this earth; please save this one!  Katherine Hales, Olympia, WA US
It is critical that we maintain what is left of our undeveloped shorelines.  Deborah Hall, Marshall, WI US
Even developing 1/4 of this property for golfers and "hotel-huggers" would be too much.  Stephen Anderson, Mira Loma, CA US
In particular, when coral is being destroyed by acidification in other oceanic sites, preservation of coral in the BVI is most critical.  Frieda Stahl, Pasadena, CA US
A golf course for an ecosystem? Lousy  trade, if you ask me.  Richard Fullerton, Winston-Salem, NC US
the bvi is a such a special place because of the lack of blatant touristy development. the last thing neede is a golf course! that's what st. thomas is for. don't let this happen!! sincerely, daniel macpherson  daniel macpherson, portland, OR US
Humans have already destroyed too much of our Earth! Please, don't let ALL the beauty & life of our planet be destroyed! We need to SAVE our planet for future generations. And we certainly do NOT need more resorts & golf courses for the rich to play on!!!! PLEASE do NOT let anyone RUIN/DESTROY this island of natural beauty and LIFE!!!  Sally Boling, Akron, OH US
PLEASE, LEAVE NATURE ALONE! We are taking so much from wildlife and ruining this earth by disturbing the ecosystems! There is NO NEED for a foolish hotel and the works. It is just the lust for greed as usual!  Eleanor Mead, Pembroke, MA US
We have more than enough picturesquely set golf courses and hotels in this shrinking world. They are one of the most BORING items on Earth! We need more of what makes them picturesque, the wild ecosytems, not less!  Laura Whitten, San Rafael, CA US
Please consider the adverse impact the proposed development will have on that delicate region?  Dan Byrnes, Portland, OR US
Simply said, we belong to the Earth, and not the other way around. Development in the British Virgin Islands will only bring a busload of Karma you & future generations of your family will seriously regret. EARTH FIRST!  David Dougherty, New Britain, CT US
I WOULD MUCH RATHER VISIT A BEAUTIFUL NATURAL HABITAT, INCLUDING THE REMAINING MANGROVE STANDS, THAN A TOURIST COMPLEX THAT DESTROYS THIS WILDLIFE TREASURE.  Robin Harper, Wallingford, PA US
Once this land is compomised by disturbing the ecosystem of Hans Creek Lagoon and the mangroves, it cannot be restored. We cannot continue to destroy these treasures. Please be sure these systems remain protected.  Marjorie Ando, Seattle, WA US
i don't think that they sould bild anything on these islands......we need to reseced the beautiy of nuter and not mess it up by bildings and ather man mad stuff  haley hernandez, colorado springs, CO US
PLEASE PROTECT THE ECOSYSTEM OF BEEF ISLAND AREA. KEEP THE COMMERCIAL BUILDING OUT.  William Wilson, Houston, TX US
We need to protect what little pristine land we have left. We need to respect and learn from our mistakes. Too much has already been destroyed all in the name of money.  Sheryl Lopez, San Francisco, CA US
If development continues, there will be no wild places left!  Hannah Looney, St. Joseph, MO US
Eco-tourism has proven more attractive in the long run, than hotels that are like any other ones anywhere. Please protect the unique areas you have and leave a great legacy to future generations.  Isabel Delatorre-Hansen, Albany, OR US
This is the wrong time to be thinking about short-term financial gains.  John Longenbaugh, Seattle, WA US
Now more than ever we have to treat the earth and waters with respect and reverence. If we continue to trash our planet our grandchildren will be left with a dead planet. Be part of the solution protect Beef Island.  Mare Wahosi, Bremerton, WA US
Please undo this questionable decision. thank you.  probyn gregory, LA, CA US
Through ignorance regarding the age different fish must reach before they can breed, many of our fish species have been "fished out" beyond recovery. In addition different river and ocean waters have been polluted with garbage and chemicals. In Hans Creek Lagoon, Beef Island and it's waters and Mangroves you have a priceless nursery habitat for fish and water bird & animal species - a hotel, golf course, marina complex could only harm and pollute those echo systems and waters. As it's guardian, please protect this veritable environmental treasure by banning the construction of this or any other building complex on Beef Island. Please also make sure that tourist boats respect it's delicate balance by adhering to protection speeds and non-pollution rules. Thank you.  S Paredi, Savannah, GA US
Respect for other living systems is, in fact, not a concern for anything "other" at all. It is a respect for Life as a whole, which is an awareness this world desperately needs to embrace.  Warren Higgins, Montara, CA US
It is simply heartbreaking to watch as the world's natural treasures slip away in the name of "development," leaving less & less for our children and grandchildren to inherit.  Elizabeth Ryan, Berkeley, CA US
If were able to live in a place as beautiful as yours I would certanly want to keep that beauty intact for ALL to enjoy. There are many altervatives to large developments that would increase you tourist trade and at the same time allow nature to be what it was intended to be. In my travels in many different countries I have found that the most memorable times were when nature were left in balance so that nature can do it's job for the eco-systems involved. Please do not let money to become the driving factor in your decisions concerning your island. Some of the best places I have visited were a part of nature not covering it up for finincial gain.  Roy Munroe, Olympia, WA US
Please save these pristine waters.  Vicki Rider, San Diego, CA US
Areas like Beef Island are only precious because they remain unspoiled. Development of Beef Island will degrade the entirety of The BVI. Please, you must protect it.  Ken Box, Austin, TX US
I know the proposed development means money and jobs, but once the ecosystem is destroyed we can not get it back. Could you not cmpromise with some kind of ecotourism that celebrates the native habitat?  Ann Rosenthal, Davis, CA US
There must be another location they can put a resort. There are really enough resorts already. Destroying such an important natural wonder is not worth the income or jobs this resort would bring. The Virgin Islands natural beauty is what lures tourists to the islands. Once that is gone, it is gone forever. Please don't destroy what is irreplaceable forever for momentary gain.  Melissa Alvarado, Willowbrook, IL US
Haven't we taken enough?  Jim Bell, San Diego, CA US
Please rethink the development and it's effect on the beauty that is so attractive to you. There are ways to provide accommodations that don't lay so heavily on the land. tread gently on this planet.  Michael Cate, Carmel, CA US
I lived in South Florida many years ago and saw it ruined by development and all but a few beaches made inaccessible to the public. Those that are protected have their plants and wildlife endangered. When I had the opportunity to retire to FL we moved to CO instead where there is still some unspoiled land left, and I've no desire even to visit. The BVI still have some unspoiled islands that can draw tourists as day visitors. Don't let them be ruined, too!  Joyce Wood, Bayfield, CO US
save your island!  Donnalee Hill, Sergy, -- FR
Please make your decision based on what is good for the next generation, not on a short term profit.  Robert Sullivan, Manhattan Beach, CA US
Having lived and worked in the SCUBA Diving industry in the BVI for over a decade I came to appreciate the natural resources and enjoy the marine and wild life native to the BVI. It would be a shame to loose anything so beautiful. You protect your reefs from anchor damage by installing the mooring system and for 2 decades you refused to grant Bert Kilbride a contract to search for a wreck out on Anegada Reef but yet your are willing to allow the land on Beef Island to be destroyed for the almighty dollar. People will fly into Beef Island airport and go to the proposed hotel, marina and golf course complex. I have to wonder how much of the BVI will they really experience. It looks to me like their money will stay mostly on Beef Island. How will this help the rest of the 

BVIslander owned businesses? And is destroying the Beef Island ecosystem worth it? I don't think so!  Gayla Kilbride, Etna, CA US
I have just come back from Belize and am planning my next trip to the British Virgin Islands. One of my major reasons why I am seriously considering visiting the British Virgin Islands is because it has not been spoiled by huge resorts. I am appalled to learn that such a resort is being planned for such an important wildlife area!  Jan Maltzan, Sacramento, CA US
Save these beautiful spaces for our future and our children's futures!  Charity Moschopoulos, Annandale, VA US
If this resort moves forward I will recommend a boycott of the BVI to all of my very well traveled friends.  Martha Lankton, Boulder, CO US
These areas need to be protected from development to protect the ecosystem. Once it is gone it is gone forever . geal tryles  gael tryles, holly, MI US
I've seen enough of the "creations" by men. Please save and restore the pristine places so that we can enjoy the works of our creator - Mother Nature. I hear she is getting PRETTY UPSET with our flagrant destruction of her work  Marcella Marschel, Denver, CO US
Please don't ruin this last safe area for wildlife! There are enough developments in the caribbean already!  Mary Sue Walker, Seattle, WA US
Please, take the long term view and preserve the beauty and diversity that makes your home such a beautiful place.  Jason Bagley, Pasadena, CA US
The greed of developers must be stopped. Our natural habitats are disappearing at an alarming rate, even without the decimation caused by man. These areas must be protected today for the sake of the entire region.  Alexandra Stoddard, Spokane, WA US
I would think that the existing resorts are adequate to provide facilities such that the world population can continue to enjoy the threatened areas. Not everyone wants to go to a golf course. Natural environs are much more appealing to visit to say nothing of their value to the ecological systems of our globe.  Diane Struble, Burnsville, MN US
I can certainly appreciate why the economic reasons for this type of development would be considered, however there must be some way to either prevent this type of action or guarantee the conservation of all the ecosystems which exist in this part of the world.  Renee Weiss, Chicago, IL US
I would rather visit an ecologically protected island than yet another 5 star hotel and gold course.  Anne Seasons, Berkeley, CA US
Please take care of the beauty of the world in your area  Kaye Steele, Medford, OR US
please protect this pristine land and its creatures  Denise A Dobranchin, Buffalo, NY US
WE cannot let this happen There has to a some cap put on developers. All they care about is MONEY. We need you Mr. O'Neal to protect this beautiful land and it's plant, sea and wildlife. Do we really need another hotel? thank you Nikki*  nikki terranova, Sun Valley, CA US
History has taught us how important and how fragile the ecosystems of the Caribbean are, please show that we can learn from our mistakes.  Skylar Arend, Anchorage, AK US
how can you even think of destroying this environment?  Ron Nickerson, Burton Pidsea, -- GB
Is there not ANYONE in the BVI government who is speaking against this ridiculous flaunting of money and status? Have the parties in power read nothing about the value of natural systems?  Rudolph Schmidt, Springfield, OR US
Please leave this area as untouched as possible.  Margie Middleton, San Diego, CA US
coral reefs are the most important, fragile, and threatened parts of our oceans, and should be protected.  Randall Hartman, San Clemente, CA US
The planet cannot sustain any more loss of vital ecosystems! Put aside your personal greed and think of the future of life on this planet as a whole, as we know it and learn to live in a reduce, re-use and recycle world or we won't be living at all in the resultant ecocatastrophe!  Amy Harlib, New York, NY US
Our global ecosystem is of great concern to all of us. Our very survival is at stake, regardless of the cause. To develop delicate and important ecosystems such as this for tourism is simply wrong-headed. Lets be good stewards of what is left of the real wild. Thank you.  Faith Morgan, Vancouver, WA US
Whenever the very upper crust of society is further rewarded at expense of any naturally unrenewable resource, the time of any overall review has been purposely ignored. Please do not allow any myopic approval to occur on the Beef Island.  David Addison, Arlington, VA US
Dear Premier O'Neal, Dont the rich already have enough playgrounds without destroying the beauty of Beef Island to make room for more? Please consider this thought in depth before ruining what God has given us. Thank you. Respectfully, William Shirey  William Shirey, Decatur, AL US
This resort seems a bad idea and especially a terrible idea in the selected location. PLEASE do not put this or any resort on Beef Island as it is much too important and certainly deserves protection from all sources of development. This protection would be in the best interest of everyone concerned.  Kim Young, Paia, HI US
We must take a firm stand to protect the environment, instead of turning our back on the devestating results that occur when we do not do so. We need to rewrite the profit-over-people-and-planet policy that has dominated business and government for far too long.  Sarajane Hall, Burbank, CA US
we want to live on planet earth  ANDREAS TSOLAKIDIS, Kilkis, -- GR
DEAR RT.hon ralph t .o neal premier of the british virgin islands protect the waters sea grass coral reef and other habitats building up you islands could damage your islands to not have a ecosystem .  alice armstrong, dinmans ferry, PA US
It is outrageous that you would even consider such a scheme  Thomas Hohn, Ithaca, NY US
The world's MOST precious resources of wild nature can no longer be squandered to money interests. Please consider with great care the long term advantage to the BVI of keeping Beef Island as the glory it is.  A M Clark, Cushing, ME US
The animals that live in this environment needs protection of their home because our world needs this environment and the animals.  Courtney Worrall, Hampton, VA US
preservation.....we need to practice it!!!  Amy Larvenz, Pembroke Pines, FL US
When are we going to learn that corporate greed for the rich should not be at the expense of this planet. We are causing irrepairable damage to this planet for the sake of money and at the expense of our future generations. We have enough "stuff" already. Stop the madness.  Sheryl Hall, Houston, TX US
We need to protect this marine habitat instead of destroying it. All life is precious and we need to preserve this area for those that cannot speak for themselves.  Karen Dermidoff, Leonard, MI US
Please remember, once developed, destroyed forever!  julia dugan, marysville, PA US
Please protect this vital ecosystem for the future. If developed, it will be destroyed forever.  Jenette Champagne, The Woodlands, TX US
Please prevent the destruction of this priceless ecosystem!  Shane Austin, Olympia, WA US
I live in North Wales and am appalled to know that thigns like this can still happen in this day and age. Can't we keep our scenery without having it destroyed?! There are plenty of other places to put such things as a hotel. If we keep destroying our land, there will be nothing left for our children and grand children to enjoy.  Dannielle Potts, Wrexham, -- GB
We have to protect marine enviroment we will lose so much . The creatures that live there and the beauty of it. Please don't destroy the habitats of Gods creatures ,we need them in our lives.  Regina Marino, Hamden, CT US
I am so distressed to hear of this proposal. I would much prefer to visit an ecologically beautiful region than resorts that ACTUALLY harm the natural habitat.  Sandra Straw, London, -- GB
I have been there repeatedly because of the beauty and lack of heavy development. Do not spoil it, please ! Allow one area of the earth to be enjoyable because of the lack of "development". It is excellent now.!  Robert Pittenger, Windsor Locks, CT US
Please do your part in helping to protect the vital marine environment on the British Virgin Islands.  Sue & Terry Cain, Bloomington, IL US
Please don't let them spoil a true treasure! There are ENOUGH golf courses in the world already, but hardly any ecologically significant places for wildlife.  Jim Rodrigue, Pittston, ME US
The world needs to protect all the remaining ecosystems for our own specie's sake.  Donna Schall, Stow, OH US
Please save Beef Islands natural habitats for the people.  Sharon Allen, Charlotte Ama, VI US
When are humans going to learn that when we do things like this in the name of the Almighty dollar, the environment and animal life suffer??? It's time to stop thinking about our pocketbooks and start thinking about the future of this Earth.  KT Snyder, Gorham, ME US
Leave Beef Island alone!  David Sandbeck, Fargo, ND US
The rich have enough places to play already!  Karl Mueller, Minneapolis, MN US
Beef Island is so Beautiful Because we have not ruined it, YET. Let's decide to NOT do so.  Bruce Bartlett, Lebanon, IN US
Please protect our ecosystem in the British Virgin Islands.  Judith Bursott, Roseville, MI US
This is wrong. When will humans see that money and greed are ruining the world. We need to treasure and protect what little is left before it is all gone, never to return.  ROBIN STONE, SANDISFIELD, MA US
Please do whatever is in your power to protect this world treasure.  Anne Colgan, Baltimore, MD US
aq  billal drici, Annaba, -- DZ
The world doesn't need another 5 star hotel for the elite. There are plenty to go around.  Victoria Friedman, Jacksonville, FL US
what future will our children see  June Holmes, Sydney, -- AU
Little by little, our planet's precious ecosystems are being destroyed in the name of profit. Please set the example of recognizing an investment that will have an ENORMOUS return: investing in your planet so that it will endure for countless generations to come.  Heather MacLeod, Brewer, ME US
Must we always destroy the beauty of the land and the living things that thrive there?  Harriet Lachance, Rochester, NH US
Less is more....this land is priceless and once developed. gone forever!  Linda Hipsher, Anderson, SC US
I still treasure the memory of my visits on Beef Island. I urge you to stop this developement and preserve Beef Island's pristine beauty for generations to come. Thank you.  Christiane Pistor, New York, NY US
we need nature more than hotels--VI is a draw because of its pristine nature  linda peterson, austin, TX US
How many more resorts does this world need? Too many natural habitats are being destroyed for nothing!!  KATHLEEN MARBLE, FONTANA, CA US
I am a frequent visitor to the Virgin Islands, which always provides a much needed escape for me and my friends from the icy winds of New England winter. We especially enjoy the hiking and snorkeling on the islands. Please don't allow this precious sanctuary to be further damaged by unnecessary development.  Pamela Kelly, Nottingham, NH US
Preserve, Preserve, Preserve. One it is gone and developed it is gone and developed losing its natural splendor and VALUE. Look at the Turks and Caicos Islands .... GONE WILD with development and losing its peace and natural attraction.  Kevin Vaughn, Lake In The Hills, IL US
More and more tourists want to see real nature. Please keep Beef Island as it is, protect it from the pollution humans bring with developments. Keep it the rare and beautiful wonder that it is.  evelyn cooper, ocean park, ME US
Man: 10000030304050 Nature: 0  Kegan Morse, Salem, NH US
Please do not develop tourism in such an important location for marine wildlife.  Elaine Gibbs, South Nutfield, Surrey, -- GB
Listen to your heart.  Zelena One, Venice, FL US
enough already!  Rachel Chaput, Brooklyn, NY US
We have seen recently how mangrove stands help to protect the land from devastating tidal systems, like the horrific tsunami.  Suzanne Valencia, West Melbourne, FL US
Resort development will endanger the ecosystem of Beef Island - the world has enough resorts.  Arnold Tarling, Dunedin, FL US
It's a sad statement that the more beautiful and rare a place is, the more we want to 'develop' it -- translation: destroy. Save this island from such ruin! We need all the working ecosystems we can keep in this world, and such a rare prize as this island should be preserved for all.  Jody Norman, Atlanta, GA US
Why must mankind always destroy?  red lewis, east dubuque, IL US
The reason that the Virgin Islands are so popular for tourists, is because of the natural beauty and wildlife. We have got to stop destroying all that, just for the almighty dollar! I have been to the Virgin Islands several times and I totally opposed to the construction of this hotel and golf course!  Patti Kerkhoff, Westerville, OH US
Please preserve this land as it is! It's beauty lies in nature, the areas animals and landscapes. Not in its golf courses and jacuzzis!  Elisabeth Shotwell, Salt Lake City, UT US
This precious ecosystem deserves to be protected, not exploited! I personally travelled to the Virgin Islands in search of an ecological experience, and stayed at the Maho resort, where there is minimal impact on the landscape and on wildlife. NO GOLF COURSES where extreem use of pesticides and weedkillers are toxic to everything they touch! Preserve the wildlife habitat please!  Jamie Kinner, Claypool, IN US
Please do the right thing. Please do the morally correct thing.  Donna Lenhart, Poughkeepsie, NY US
As our resources shrink it becomes more and more important to think in terms of long-term plans for the future both in terms of the quality of life, which must include proper management of natural resources and the food supply, and in terms of the environmental impact that result from the choices we make now and in the future. There is no doubt that narrow-minded, self-serving exploitation of nature can only result in devastation and ruin. This proposed development represents the kind of exclusive destruction of natural resources that the world can hardly afford. In a world where the majority of human beings are desperately seeking the means by which to house and feed their families, in a world where many species struggle to survive in an increasingly crowded environment, to destroy the natural habitat of imperiled species such as the Elkhorn rock coral and mangroves in order to give the wealthy few another playground needs to be carefully considered. We need to find a measure of balance between pandering to greed and the desire to convert natural areas, home to a multitude of plants and wildlife, to exclusively human use with the immense environmental costs of developments such as the one proposed on Beef Island.  Corinne Van Houten, San Rafael, CA US
Please do not destroy this wonderland, one of the few left on this planet that greedy developers haven't ruined.  Susan Mankin, Greensboro, NC US
I am a frequent visitor to the Virgin Islands and urge you to preserve this pristine natural area.  Pam Roberts, Colrain, MA US
Man does not need anymore hotels golf courses. Please we must leave Beef island alone. Money is becoming more important that we are destroying all the natural beauty and homes to all wildlife. When will man stop destroying this earth for money? Our future depends on what we save now before it is too late!  diana sanford, barker, NY US
Don't do it! There are plenty of venues for rich people to entertain themselves, and other rich people to make money entertaining them, without ruining yet another pristine wild place.  John Bernard, South Portland, ME US
I've been on Beef Island several times. Please act to preserve it. Although maybe overlooked by many, it is an important element in the character of the BVIs!  Abigail Gindele, South Berwick, ME US
Our ecosystem is very important to our own survival.  Ray Jordan, Bloomington, IN US
It is time for man to appreciate what God has given him and stop destroying the few precious items we have left!  Connie Staggs, Chicago, IL US
Protect this beautiful area!  Kathy Mathieu, Auburn, ME US
The reason our family vacations here is due to the primitiveness of the Island. This doe not need a 5star hotel to bring tourists. It brings the tourist that appreciate the natural beauty  Stefanie Faith, Mount Holly, NC US
What we don't need is another golf course.Our land and eco-structure is being destroyed in the name of greed and entertainment.  Nona Harman, Jacksonville, FL US
Isn't enough damage being done around the planet, for profit, already? You can never do just any one thing. There are consequences and repercussions, from these activities, to the planet and to our very souls. PLEASE don't let the destruction of Beef Island occur.  J. D. Forbes, Winnetka, IL US
In these difficult economic times,it is unlikely that this new development would be without problems,so why would one even consider destroying the beauty and ecological diversity/balance just to undertake a likely unprofitable venture? Better to keep the goldmine you already possess in this beautiful place!!  Patrick Kinlan, Great Falls, VA US
How nearsighted! When you destroy what nature you have left, you will have cut your legs from under you.  Santiago Diaz, Arecibo, PR US
It is so important that we save our ecosystems any chance we get. We have few left.  Pamela Lambert, Carroll, OH US
Thank you for your consideration. Sincerely, Rebecca Troon  Rebecca Troon, Santa Barbara, CA US
We don't need another hotel in that region at such a cost to the ecosystem -- the primary attraction for the area. Please consider improving the others on BVI, and the tourists will still pay top dollar. With kind regards.  John Robertson, Blacksburg, VA US
When will everyone realize that natural areas like this one will never be the same once develpment encroaches? Have developers no shame?  Virginia Barber, Crozet, VA US
One of the few places to find peace and quiet in an undeveloped place on earth. Do we need to ruin everything?  Heidemarie Ford, Greenwood, IN US
Please help preserve beautiful beaches!  Marsha Ross, Columbus, IN US
Please don't distroy another beautiful place!!!!  tracy strickland, shipshewana, IN US
Stop destroying our precious natural resources, when gone never to return.  marge howard, highland Park, IL US
Please don't destroy this area, like the US has so many of its beautiful areas of nature.  Mackie Knight, Tallahassee, FL US
We have so few treasures left in the world - please do not develop  Mary Hebert, Cattaraugus, NY US
I would take my family to visit a wilderness area before a resort. Wild creatures and plants in their native habitat are much more interesting than some resort. We have way too many resorts already.  Monique Montney, san antonio, TX US
In the long run, the irreplaceable ecosystem of Beef Island will be a source of future stocks of fish, animals, plants--and tourist dollars. Costa Rica learned the value of eco-tourism, hopefully BVI will retain some of its native environment untouched by development.  k vincent, Blackfoot, ID US
Please don't let this beautiful area be destroyed by our greed! Thank you for your cooperation!  Valerie Smith, Princeton, NJ US
We need another Caribbean resort like a cat needs two tails.  Carol Laitinen, St. Louis, MO US
Help preserve what little nature we have left!  Dhana Schaal, Pleasant Shade, TN US
We sure ruin a lot of places. and we must stop. There is little left and the ecosystem is at great danger  patricia mc cain, bryan, TX US
Having just visited BVI you have enough for us tourists. Too much development makes it less appealing  Jacqueline Bartlett, califon, NJ US
I love to travel in the islands, but a big hotel and golf course are not the things on my agenda and further, I believe the people who might go to such a place would not be happy knowing what was destroyed for their "pleasure."  jeanne servis, Beverly Hills, MI US
The devistation of the world's ecosystem must stop. Man, chasing the almighty dollar/pound, is willing to kill the earth to get it. It must stop. Please, let the healing begin at Beef Island.  john furlong, trevose, PA US
Don't destroy this amazing ecosystem, once man attacks this natural treasure it will be gone forever.  Patricia Phillips, Kent, OH US
It would be nice if the "Virgin" in British Virgin Islands could mean "No Development".  Mark and Nancy Wolfe, Ingram, PA US
I had the pleasure of living on Virgin Gorda a number of years back, flying out of Beef Island a number of times. Please don't let development ruin your islands like they did to my home state of Florida. We need to live in harmony with ALL of nature. The almighty dollar will not cure the loss of habitat. Please save your island NOW.  Sally Falb, West Palm Beach, FL US
Please preserve this beautiful island for the animals and for future generations of humans!  Kim Johnson, Wyandotte, MI US
There must be a way to develop a complex that incorporates the very beauty that attracts the developer to that site and would protect and maintain the mangrove, reefs, and habitat precisely for everyone to enjoy. Is there no alternative site for the hotel and marina?  Richard Goodlette, Stockbridge, GA US
I visit the caribbean frequently to SCUBA dive. Given how fragile our ecosystem seems to be from our past choices, it is unthinkable to not build in an environmentally responsible way.  Wendie Bernstein Lash, Redwood City, CA US
These areas, these ecosystems need protection!.....And for the whole worlds' benefit!......Much more than you "need" another golf course and resort!!!!  Alan Carter, Provo, UT US
This is for all time.  Jan Freed, Los Angeles, CA US
When are ignorant greedy people going to open their eyes? When are they ever going to realize that we have killed off more species in the past century than ever in history? I guess I can't expect self-involved, ignorant people to care about anything except what's in it for them. People that care for nothing but themselves just baffle my mind. You think by now they would be educated enough to understand that if you build on all these life providing habitats that there will be no where to eventually get away to and call beauty. It's clear that wiping out all this wildlife is too much sadness and compassion for you to feel when there will be money in your pocket. It's sad to think that many people can't be happy until they destroy the whole world for money in their pocket. I don't make much money, but I do a job that makes a difference and every day I try to do my best to make this world a better place for all inhabitants. I try to respect what is around me and not take the beauty for granted. Eventually when there is no more beauty and the Earth is dying at least you can think to yourself.....I promoted the destruction and I got paid to do it....Remember Karma though....what goes around comes around. Obviously if you only care about money, you mustn't be a very happy person with your life....There is so much more to enjoy and not take for granted around you. It's apparent that if you are this self-centered which I am hoping you are not then you will not be an inspiration to many can look up to with admiration at doing the kind and compassionate thing by taking a stand. I hope you have much more of an empathy for this Earth than what it seems.  Tamara DeMaio, Lowell, MA US
I have visited the B.V.I. before and would rather spend my tourism dollars at a more "green" resort.  Shawn Simonson, Lake Crystal, MN US
Please stop this maddness. I am so tired of having to fill out petitions to protect the environment when it is so obvious that because of GREED, nature has to suffer. Please do the right thing and stop this stupid development .  Kim Butler, Douglasville, GA US
I have been visiting Tortola for over 30 years and I have been a avid diver and snorkeler. The delicate environment is too important and too beautiful to risk damage and possible destruction from development.  John Cuff, Tampa, FL US
When vacationing in the Caribbean I look to get away from all the commercial establishments and wish to see inspoiled natural environments. All the Caribbean should be kept this way.  Robin Schaef, Guys Mills, PA US
There is enough tourist places damaged by development, please don't add to the list!  Jodie Sheffer, Mt.Solon, VA US
As a frequent visitor to the USVI and the British VI, I would request that you not destroy more of the islands with resorts. Do we really need another golf course resort?  Robert Mishler, Morganton, GA US
We have enough luxury resorts - but our wildlife is precious. My husband and I travel extensively and will not go to this hotel if it is built - the creatures that inhabit this island would be greatly impacted and will perish.  Deborah Kelley, Edmond, OK US
It is all very simple, look in your heart, think of the future and what is more important, a hotel or biodiversity?  Matthew Shellenberger, Bellingham, WA US
Please leave the pristine, wild lands as they are....so many are disappearing so fast because of development. The animals need space too!  Linda Myers, Sumter, SC US
The decline in coral reefs in recent years, as I have witnessed first hand, makes it all the more urgent that we protect these unique areas. Please block the massive development planned for Beef Island. Golf courses, for one thing, are proven to be devastating to surrounding natural ecosystems, especially waterways, because of runoff of chemicals used to maintain the lawns. There are few untouched areas left in the Carribean. Please, protect them in their natural state, including Beef Island.  Lorrie Klosterman, Red Hook, NY US
You don't need another golf course or resort at the peril of wild life. Save Beef Island from destruction.  Cathy Szymanski, Columbus, NJ US
My family hopes to make the British Virgin Islands one of our regular vacation spots due to its reputation of its unspoiled natural beauty. To think of it supporting a resort with golf course that impacts heavily on the environment diminishes its status as one of the few pristine locations in the Caribbean and loses its appeal to us. Please don't allow anything to destoy its natural beauty and ecological significance.  Debra Thornburg, Concord, MA US
How can another hotel in the Caribbean be a draw to your island? There are people who would love to visit because of the wildlife These people would prefer simpler accomodations. Think about USVI St. Johns.  Kelly McMahan, Albuquerque, NM US
There are enough exclusive getaways in the world. We don't have to take away all of natural beauty for profit.  Michelle Puissant, New York, NY US
Lets stop trying to cover every inch of the world with houses, hotels and roads  Nancy Huff, Fort Wayne, IN US
We have visited the BVI and love how it has been preserved...what sad news, that we do not support, and if nothing else will not visit there again...voting with our dollars...for what little they are worth!  Ric and Debbie Ritchison, Indianapolis, IN US
We need to save some wild areas for the creatures that live there, we've pushed them back into small corners now as it is on the continents.  Richard N Huff, Fort Wayne, IN US
Please do all that you can to protect your very valuable ecological resources.  Al Giles, Austin, TX US
IF TWO THIRDS OF THE EARTH WERE DEVELOPED(by current means)WE WOULD ALL BE DEAD.  Larry Mayfield, UKIAH, CA US
I am very concerned about the progressing deterioration of our beautiful areas and the wildlife that goes with them. Let's not make Beef Island another loss.  Juanita Peters, West Bloomfield, MI US
NATURE IS MONEY MAKING TOO  AYMAN MUNAHIE B, AMMAN, -- JO
There is a reason why there are laws in place to protect these places, so please abide by them and keep this area of land untouched.  Emily Ayre, Chicago, IL US
PLEASE DON'T DESTROY THE BEAUTY OF NATURE! I HOPE YOU WILL PLEASE PROTECT YOUR BEAUTIFUL ISLANDS  PAT MISSELL, WEBSTER, NY US
Please, please, please protect our worlds marine areas!  Bobette Seymour-Linder, Bellevue, OH US
Only the wealthiest will gain some benefit from this resort. Even they will lose as the beauty they come to see will be destroyed.  Barbara Laxon, Miramar, FL US
I have visted the British Virgin Islands specifically for their nature beauty and wildlife. Should the ecosystem there be decimated or distroyed I would be reluctant to return.  Heather Dimon, South Bend, IN US
Dear Sir: Is there nowhere in the world that is to be left beautifu, special and untouched by bulldozers, concrete and steel? In the British Virgin Islands, Beef Island in particular, you have a most important and special environment; mangroves that both protect the island and act as nurseries for marine life, salt ponds that act as natural flood and errosion control, coral reefs that house beautiful and unusual coral species and also act as "larders" for some marine life and "homes" for commercially important species. So many natural gifts: why would you sacrifice all this splendour for a few more luxurious homes? When you live in paradise, why would you place it in jeopardy?  Gail Rubio, Brea, CA US
The BVI are one of the few places in the world that is a pleasure to visit, only because of the limits placed on these types of developments. Please don't allow these islands to become just another frivilous american hangout.  Michael Ford, Greenwood, IN US
Beef Island is an ecologically important area in the British Virgin Islands complete with live corals (including the endangered Elkhorn Coral), one of the most important mangrove systems, precious salt ponds and the Hans Creek Lagoon System - all integral parts of the island's ecosystem and local fishing economy. Rare and elusive species of wildlife, including Caribbean roseate flamingos and West Indian whistling-ducks, depend on Beef Island habitat for their survival. But a planned five-star hotel, marina and golf course are threatening the existence of this world treasure!  sarina rpasad, scotch plains, NJ US
As a scuba diver I know what development does to the waters.  Sandra Reeves, Houston, TX US
Stop the destruction of the planet for corporate profit! Most destruction is done in order to cater to the wealthy!  Melva Hackney, Paoli, IN US
It is important to keep what is IMPORTANT first and foremost in our minds when making decisions that have LONG term effects. Wildlife IS important. Keep that in mind...ALWAYS!  Tonja Grothe, Excelsior, MN US
Please do not destroy this important ecological habitat. The last thing our planet needs is another large resort area hotel that will ruin the natural landscape and wildlife.  Amy Thierry, Holland, PA US
Think bigger picture. Once the area is destroyed by development, people like me will no longer be interested in visiting your area. Don't destroy that which makes your area unique. Hotel complexes are a dime a dozen!  Katie Morris, Frederick, MD US
Please stop our expansion into fragile ecosystems which we depend on, ultimately, for our survival and the health of our planet. The planet has enough golf courses and hotels that cater to less than 1% of the beings on the planet often at the expense of the rest of us. This needs to stop. Enough is enough!  Esther Frances, kerhonkson, NY US
please take into consideration the beauty of the place and the animals. we are running out of precious land and animals for our future and our children's future. please save this important place...  theresa sanders, fllintstone, GA US
Pawe&#322; Paw&#322;owski  Pawe≥ Paw≥owski, Warszawa, -- PL
Do you really think the world needs another resort?!! We are systematically destroying natural habitats for profit and it's disgusting and needs to stop.  michelle lord, Alsip, IL US
What part of the word, "Virgin," sir, do you not understand?  Nicholas Hentschel, Austin, TX US
Enviormentally sensitive areas should be encroached upon by civilization for resort-entertainment reasons only under the most extreme low impact manner or simply not at all. We cannot afford to squander nature.  arthur arnold, torrington, CT US
HOW MANY MORE TOURIST RESORTS CAN THE WORLD POSSIBLY NEED???!!!!!  Dorothy Jones, Munford, TN US
please apply some sanity to this idea that serves the very few. What of the vision of seven generations preserving what wonders we have found so that our future generations may be the caretakers we turned out to be.  Matthew Orr, tampa, FL US
Sir, I implore you not to allow the ecosystems in and around Beef Island to be developed into this proposed resort. Everywhere around the world such pristine habitats are on the decline due to our encroaching enterprises. Again I must stress my desire that you halt your plans for a new resort and not encroach upon the Beef Island Bioregion.  Jacob Miner, Ashland, OR US
Wildlife is more important than another resort complex. You can play golf anywhere or swim in any old hotel pool. We were astounded by the natural beauty of the British Virgin Islands on a naturalist cruise two years go. Don't destroy that.  Linda Vardy, peconic, NY US
Indeed, I would rather visit an ecologically beautiful region than a resort that destroys natural habitat.  Anton Arkhipov, Urbana, IL US
Relying on the upper class elite for your revenue may prove disastrous. More importantly, why wreck havoc on the land, animals, fish, and everything alive just for fickle vacationers. Think about something other than money because when you leave this earth, you can't take it with you!  Beth J Bricker, Eaonville, WA US
Please protect this precious area.  Jeanette LeVesque, Minneapolis, MN US
Please protect the marine environment!  Elke Passarge, Colonia, NJ US
The chemicals used for keeping the golf course green will destroy wild life and water.  LD Kranz, Whittier, NC US
We have too many resorts as it is, and not enough beautiful places.  Shondra Snodderly, Saint Joseph, MO US
I would think that the percentage of land available would give cause for development. Is money so important? We know that is what drives the development.  Jerry Broadbent, Bucoda, WA US
After seeing pictures of an untouched tribe in the Amazon--I'm beginning to believe there's hope for us yet--let's keep the BV Islands a part of that hope.  Jesse Braxton, Chesapeake, VA US
Please put interests of the wildlife before greed.  Sigrid Benson, Gulf Breeze, FL US
It is a paradise -- please don't destroy this extremely unique area. Once developed as proposed, it could never recover.  Cynthia McPeak, Point Arena, CA US
We are destroying nature when we opt for devastating forests and marine life. Wake up to the harm it will eventually do to all of us!! June Russell  June Russell, Charlottesville, VA US
Like we need another hotel and golf course!  Denise Maurer, Hamilton, NJ US
Stop with the hotel on every turn. We have more hotel and places to play golf than we really need. We need more open spaces for our wildlife and somewere they can be safe.  johnnie White, Fort Worth, TX US
PLEASE DO WHAT YOU CAN TO SAVE THE MARINE AREA AROUND BEEF ISLAND AND HANS CREEK LAGOON!  Sherley Davis, Roseburg, OR US
I love the islands, they are a treasure for our children!  Candi Hamilton, penfield, NY US
We have visited Beef Island twice on "bare boat" sailing charters and were looking forward to returning, but NOT if this so-called development plan is adopted!  Patricia Marinaccio, Brentwood, NY US
corporate profit greed i ruining our planet.  George A. Mattingley, Boynton Beach, FL US
I would prefer to tour a protected island that does not allow hotels or any overnight stays.  Carol Greenwald, Minneapolis, MN US
Always opt for natural vs commercial development. We need to protect and reserve.  Nancy Jarvis, salt lake city, UT US
Please, with ecosystems fragile and precious, can't humankind do with one less resort? Sustain fisheries, not tourism.  Patricia Brown, Gloucester, MA US
Resorts will get old and be of no use seomday. The natural life of this planet is not replaceable. Why not lease out land to colleges for research on the ecosystem and rare animal life? There are so many options...  Loretta Allen, Warminster, PA US
Thanks for helping  Carly Pierce, howell, NJ US
The Virgin Islands are beautiful, but if they are ruined by development, people (my family included), would rather visit somewhere else. Please keep the islands gorgeous!  Linda Dorn-O'Donnell, Garwood, NJ US
The destruction of mangrove habitat and other wetland areas in Burma and Louisiana demonstrate the consequences of such irresponsible actions.  Richard Dimatteo, San Diego, CA US
I have family and friends in the US and British Virgin Islands who are averse to the continued damage to the ecosystem. Progress is important, but maintaining the beauty of the flora and fauna is what draws people to the islands and if we continue to act without thinking of the consequences, then we are all doomed to a non-existent future.  Gregory Mundy, Penn Valley, PA US
My husband and I travel to destinations that offer natural beauty and wildlife viewing opportunities. You could better attract us, and many other tourists, with resorts that are in harmony with natural sites rather than destroying them.  Mary Strasser, Onalaska, WI US
The damage to the area would be irreversible. There is no price on this earth worth the inevitable destruction of these lands and unique ecosystems.  Karen Carroll, Omaha, NE US
This 'short term profiteering' would be a huge 'long term loss' for the planet.  Jo Ann Howse, Tulsa, OK US
I would encourage tightly restricted developement similar to how the island of St. John has been developed as opposed to allowing 2/3 of the island to be disturbed.  Rick Weiner, Greenwich, CT US
our ecosystems are fragile enough... if this becomes a resort, it at least better be a sustainable part of the ecosystem you are impeding on.  meghan bundrock, Lakewood, OH US
love Beef Island as it is. Please keep it that way and don't prostitute the BVI out to developers who don't deliver on promises of growth and jobs.  Caroline Pott, Vienna, VA US
My family and I enjoy a restful week here, please do not spoil this island paradise.  Joe Edwards, Shipman, VA US
Dear Sir - There are very few places left in the world without some building blocking the migration of birds. Golf cousrses require a lot of water to maintain the greens. Please donot develope these Islands.  Mary Ellen Casey, Bristol, CT US
We must STOP these developers from destory nature!!!!!!!!!!  JOHN DIERIG, Loveland, OH US
There is no excuse for further destruction of mangroves, now that we know how critical they are in the ecosystem. We need more mangroves much more than we need more hotels.  Leslie McCollom, Austin, TX US
Please protect the coral and this beautiful environment! Our plante does NOT need another resort and spa! Humans need to learn to cherish the beauty in nature. Leave this land untouched.  Cassie Malone, Independence, MO US
There are plenty of playgrounds for the rich and a diminishing lot of land for the wild things in this world. Please do not let them destroy this bit of wonder for more hotel rooms.  Judith M. Kemp, Salem, OR US
Corals are disappearing all over the world! Why not keep the British Virgin Islands as one of the very few places on Earth that still has living and endangered coral? I do not support any destruction of coral reefs for development.  Vanessa Oquendo, Starkville, MS US
As you can see, Beef Island is something I am passionate about. It is such an important ecosystem, please do all you can to protect and preserve it. Thank you.  Heather Halvorson, Madison, WI US
The world doesn't need another posh resort for humans, we have more than enough playgrounds to waste our time and money on. Don't destroy another of nature's best works to pamper already over pampered humans.  Darlene Georges, Edwards, NY US
we have been there and like the place. would not go if a golf place was there.  ron johnson, omaha, NE US
When will the human race finally realize the irreversible damage we are causing the Earth?We all need to change our actions before reaching the point of no return.  Kevin Mullins, Fort Atkinson, WI US
I thought the British Virgin Islands were protected from this type of development. This is an important quality of life issue for the indigenous people of the BVI as well as an environmental threat.  Sophia de la Mar, Chicago, IL US
My Grandparents and Mother traveled by small plane throughout the islands and it is so heart breaking to hear the stories told about the wildlife and ocean. I will never see what they did, but it is important to preserve what we have left for future generations, instead of the short term gain provided by development.  Margaret O'Nan, Marion, NC US
A beautiful area! Very worthwhile to preserve the unique and diverse habitat for the future of ourselves and our children.  Joan Innes, Tucson, AZ US
The priority for the survival of earth and its life forms is population control of humans and a halt to development.  Sissy Yates, Long Beach, CA US
SAVE THE PLANET; FOR ALL........  calvin cole, uniontown, OH US
Please protect our wildlife habitats. Once they are gone we can't get them back.  Carol Smith, Omaha, NE US
As individual's we are very insignificant on this planet. As a whole we can destroy anything in our path! We often think! "What about poor little ME?" Multiply that by billions and POOR POOR leadership and you destroy what was once beautiful and pristine. All of us would love to live in beautiful places but that does not mean we have to build, why don't we remove instead or rebuild on what we've already destroyed and preserve and manage our resources for future generations. Your grand children's grandchildren might thank you for it. "Can't you hear them NOW?!!! Wake up wake up your killing everything. Your killing our future!!!"  RICHARD FITZPATRICK, Norman, OK US
Beef Island has an ecosystem so precious it must be preserved. Please don't let development ruin the island.  Luiza Grunebaum, Fort Lee, NJ US
Does every nation on earth have destroy the echosystems. Why do we have to cause extinction to every living thing for the greed of humanity. Stop ths construction. Thank you.  Beth Wilson, Amityville, NY US
Is there really a need for yet another golf course anda money sucking resort?  Kelly Randall, Springfield, OH US
There are thousands of resorts and golf courses all over the world. Do something different. Go green!  Jia Na, Cherry Hill, NJ US
I come down there all the time to sail, and it is such a special place. It would be devastating to lose it so a developer could make millions. We need to be better stewards of the planet before it is too late.  Joan DaVanzo, Vienna, VA US
Ecological-awarness impact of any future building anywhere on the globe has to be the foremost concern before any new construction occurs anywhere.  Sandra Holt, Casselberry, FL US
I am a dedicated diver...and I have no desire to have the natural environment further developed. There are plenty of places to stay from eco to luxury resorts. Give it a break. Thanking you in advance...sincerely, Aliki McCain  aliki mccain, denver, CO US
Once the natural beauty is gone, it's gone forever.  Dicksie Dudeney, Port Saint Lucie, FL US
Please don't allow this exploitation of such a wonderful, diverse ecosystem! Once it's gone, it's gone.  Vicki Bobo, Madison, MS US
Please keep this important habitat from being destroyed. It is vital for the animal life and plant life there.  Jo Ann Swatley, Ellendale, TN US
Do not destroy this previous environmental marvel, I beg you.  Martin Bidney, Vestal, NY US
I live in Hawaii and there has been and incredible push for resorts such as the one that is planned there. Only the ultra rich will be able to afford to use this resort while the wildlife and scenery can be enjoyed by all. It is said that man isn't the only species on earth we just act like we are. Please, this earth doesn't need another five star hotel in the middle of a special place that is meant for all of us.  Barry Oaks, Hakalau, HI US
Please! Every beautiful place in the world does NOT need a 5-star hotel to add to its luster. Must we gild every lily?  Gerard Rohlf, Pittsburgh, PA US
We love visiting the BVI's. It is our favorite place in the world. If this development continues and all of the habitat is lost, you will not be able to distinguish the BVI from any other carribbean destination. The BVI's are special due to the low volume of people and not to mention the beauty and nature. Don't change a thing! It will do more harm than good!  April Evans, Mansfield, TX US
Please keep Beef Island pristine! The world needs it.  Debbie Brush, Centennial, CO US
Development without regard for the ecosystem of the area has far reaching and devasting consequences which have been demonstrated again and again throughout the world. Please do not let the BVI fall into this same trap. One of the wonderful things about the BVI is the marine life that lives there. Don't let it be destroyed by greed. Thank you for your time.  Leslie Lowe, Inman, SC US
Let the tourists play somewhere else! Too much of our planet's health has been compromised by careless humans and their developements.  Elinor Yeaton, Concord, NH US
At this critical time in the earth's struggle for environmental survival, we must support the earth, not continue to degrade and destroy it with our "civilization" of its few remaining pristine soils.  Amena Andersson, Steuben, ME US
Please keep this important wild area intact and resist the urge to develop and destroy it. It is possible to still allow money to come in from more nature focused eco-tourism.  Jennifer Hartman, Waltham, MA US
I am alarmed at continuous development that, inch by inch, is cutting off the branch on which we are perched. The more development, the less natural area is left to enjoy and to contribute to a healthy ecosystem.  Mireya Landin-Erdei, Williams, AZ US
I have spent time sailing the BVI and was awestruck at the beauty of the land, water and wildlife. At the same time, I was worried about a proposed new international airport and now this proposed resort hotel. It takes courage to resist big developers and to wisdom to recognize the fragility and irreplaceable beauty of these islands. I hope that your government will lead the world in a new era of courage and wisdom. My best, Susan  susan mcdonald, nashville, TN US
There needs to be some undeveloped land in these islands in order for nature to recover. Greed will destroy this pristine area.  Susan Dragieff, Oak Creek, WI US
We must consciously protect what is stillalive and pure on this fragile planet.  Elizabeth Verney, Hancock, NH US
Please protect this area!!  Susan Maderer, new york, NY US
I've visited the British Virgin Islands, and was impressed with it's natural beauty. Don't allow it to be destroyed!  Sonia Drudge, Orlando, FL US
Going forward with this construction would ruin the very reason people come to this area. It would be so spoiled it would be ugly and no longer a wonderful retreat.  Deborah Hollingsworth, Fort White, FL US
Why must humans destroy all that is undeveloped? The very few pristine areas that remain in this very finite world need to be preserved not developed.  Christopher Kilcoyne, Parma, OH US
I urge you to PLEASE protect the British Virgin Islands Marine Area from development.  Lori Sherry, San Antonio, TX US
Mr. President, Too many of us return to the Virgin Isalnds for the unique ecotouring and pristine habitat. We really are not interested in luxury accomodations. The charm of your Islands is the "small towns" and simplicity which draws us there, not the fancy hotels. Please leave the big messy developments for other parts of the world away from animal habitat. Thank you. Sincerely, Leslie Limberg  Leslie Limberg, Wentzville, MO US
Over development is a bad thing. Protect the natural Beef Island. Once destroyed by building, it can never be recovered and the world will lose a great deal of natural beauty.  Tim Myer, Venice, CA US
To destroy such an ecosystem would be a crime against nature. It is the birthplace of so many species that would cease to exist because of this resort complex. It is time to put the future and needs of the current nonhuman inhabitants of the island ahead of the wants of humans. Please stop the plans for this complex. Thank you.  Doris Eley, Summerville, GA US
Please let the property remain in its natural state. Thank you. Sharon  Sharon Fortunak, Cottage Grove, MN US
Our world is losing natural space at an alarming rate! These islands can't be replaced, ever.  Harry Scharmberg, Oakhurst, NJ US
Please do not allow such an ecologically important area to be ruined by development. We need to start protecting the beautiful pristine land that is left on this earth rather than abusing it. Thank you.  Jennifer Omand, Somersworth, NH US
With the world's economy turning more and more towards "green," it would be financially beneficial to you to make use of this resource in an eco-friendly way for eco-tourism rather than the typical resort tourist attraction. Please show some leadership and preserve this important part of our and your world.  Lisa Vana, Vernon, TX US
The islands need to protect their natural beauty. An overcrowded, dirty island will not make people want to visit.  Gina Santonas, Brooklyn, NY US
There has been enough ruthless "development" in the Virgin (ironic name, that) Islands. It's time to save some of that beauty for our grandchildren.  Arthur Lane, Carrollton, GA US
Once the area is destroyed it can never be replaced. How very sad that would effect the future and what is to be gained then? Say No to all ideas that put profits before the future of our planet!  Cheryl Bechtle, Tucson, AZ US
Please do what is right. Thank you!  JoAnne Lowe, Fountain Hills, AZ US
If the plans could be re-written as an eco-resort, designed around the indigenous flora and fauna, I would be interested in the plans and more open to the possibilities. This is the evolution of tourism, where our conscience meets our business aspirations. Thank you.  Jason Levitt, san Francisco, CA US
There are so few pristine, untouched areas remaining on our wonderful planet, please protect this space. You have the power!!!!!  Karen Jackson, LCSW, Reno, NV US
We're trying to "go green" by recycling and using less fuel and energy, but wouldn't just saving an ecosystem just cut right to the point?  Heather Edick, gretna, NE US
Don't we have enough 5 start resorts? We need to protect the ecosystem of Hans Creek Lagoon.  Dena Laskowski, Harrison Township, MI US
We've been to the Carribean. We will go again but not if you've spoiled it's natural charm.  Sherry Dunn, Marysville, CA US
please take note that luxury is not the best, health and ecosystem is more important. it is for our generation and the others that will folow. plesure without thinking about consequence is being selfish an love need to be the goal. thank you for being inteligent God bless you and all the big family on earth. france  France Veer, Vaudreuil-dorion, QC CA
i think we have enough resorts. why keep building and destroying our beautiful world  Lisa Hammers, Evansville, IN US
People have enough places to go! Please leave something for nature before it's gone forever.  Sandy Rueli, Agawam, MA US
This planet needs all the natural fauna and plants and animals in order to maintain it's survival for the human species to survive.  Conrado Acevedo, Houston, TX US
We must start think of other creatures and living things and not always of how they and the environment can be exploited for monetary gain. This extreme shortsightedness is destroying our planet and will in the near future make it uninhabitable for all. Think long and hard about your actiuons!  jon spar, albq.,, NM US
We really need to stop and think what an impact we will be having on the future!! The planet is all we have so we need to start caring about more than ourselves and money!!!  Bambi McCluskey, Jackson, MI US
Do we really need more of this kind of development? How about a more simple sustainable eco tourism. Only locally grown and natural items from the island can be used to develop it.  Daniel Vogelgesang, Gilbert, AZ US
In traveling to places within and outside of the United States it is clear that developers are NOT motivated by preserving or protecting the enviroment.Governments have too often failed to assert and protect our natural treasures from outright speculation and destruction. The British Virgin Islands should be a leasder in protecting its enviroment.  Clifford  D. Worden, Zeeland, MI US
I love the islands just the way they are and plan to return within the next couple of years. I am not aware of any need for more resorts. I would love to know the motivation for such development beyond obvious greed.  Catherine Allin Tollstrup, San Carlos, CA US
WHERES THE BEEF???  CHIEF DUBIE, Salem, MO US
I would hate to see this semi-wildness area that I enjoyed so much when sailing in the Islands become filled with people and commercial activity. The Islands don't need, can't really use, more development.  Beverly Williams, Austin, TX US
Please leave it alone! Do we really need another resort at the expense of all the marine habitat? I think not. God knew what He was doing when He made this world and man does not have sense enough to know it is already perfect the way it was made by God! We are going to destroy this world by upsetting the balance to the point it can't be fixed!  Judy McKenna, Pulaski, TN US
The beautiful and ecologically unique Beef Island, now will be turned into moor of man;s junk playgrouns. STOP NOW, MOTHER EARTH CAN'T TAKE MUCH MOOR OF THIS.  ROBERT GRAHAM, Quartz Hill, CA US
let's be responsible for what we know will happen. Our species has destroyed so much of the world let's now think before we act and care for the world around us, it's time, now.....bj  bj greene-taylor, prescott, AZ US
This is important, not only as a visitor to your islands, but as a concerned world citizen.  Dwight Meyer, Manhasset, NY US
What could be more important than protecting the mangrove ecosystem? Profits? The pressing need for another resort?  Sarah Brown, Kittery, ME US
I was a citizen in the U.S. Virgin Islands for 7 years. I know from close experience how fragile, and irredeemable if damaged, this environment really is.  Peggy Rodriguez, Nipomo, CA US
Long term thinking, rather than short-term profits, dictates saving Beef Island and areas like it.  Sara Lucas, Brownsville, OR US
Leave these areas pristine. I would much rather visit a natural habitat than an over crowded resort. When I travel I like to go to places that are natural. I enjoy camping, wildlife and nature. Things have not been disturbed much. Please keep this part of the island natural for the animals and birds as well as the nature lovers who visit them.  Donna Barham, Demopolis, AL US
Money won't help yor children in the generations to come by putting corporate business interests first.  debbie steele, kissimmee, FL US
A resort is for the rich. The Earth is for everyone.  Debra Raymond, Kannapolis, NC US
More traverlers seek out ecology rather than an over developed resort.  Bob Kole, wildwood, NJ US
As a world community, we must think long-term when it comes to protecting special environments like this, as opposed to short-term gains. Have we not yet learned what havoc our short-tern rationale has wrought upon this planet? We MUST think ahead!  Jody Waldo, Stowe, VT US
The British Virgin Islands are worth visiting because of the natural environment. Diminishing this environment while enhancing the man-made environment will make it a less attractive vacation spot.  Kirk Witzberger, Solon, IA US
Please preserve this little piece of nature and the all the wildlife that needs this mangrove ecosystem.  Naomi Sobo, san diego, CA US
Your country would be better served by protecting and promoting this spectacular natural ecosystem as a unique destination for environmental tourism than by destroying it to build yet another cookie cutter resort for rich people who will just consider this one of many stops where they can golf and party. Please consider protecting this amazing area.  Marjorie Rathbone, Bryn Mawr, PA US
With so many people now becoming ecologically aware, I think having a small resort(while protecting as much natural habitat as possible) would be more inviting. There are enough golf courses in the world, and not enough resorts where people can appreciate the natural environment.  Jenna Lee, Lincoln, CA US
There's already too much destruction of island habitat as it is? there needs to be a fair percentage of set aside for future wildlife protection and not more fat pink obnoxious tourists, low paid islander resort workers, greedy resort operators, and lost habitat.  erik olson, pleasant view, TN US
Protect our Marine life!  Lourdes Pacheco, Walden, NY US
These islands will not be tourist worthy after all the wildlife and beautiful plants have been destroyed. Please save them.  Sarah Marter, East Sandwich, MA US
In a world where fish stocks, bird populations and marine ecosystems are collapsing globally it makes no sense to destroy or undermine remaining wetlands, mangrove systems or reefs. Especially for the purpose of creating another luxury resort--an unsustainable industry dependent on another disappearing resource-- CHEAP fuel! We are coming to the end of the era of cheap oil and everything dependent on it. Let's plan a sustainable future in a world of collapsing ecosystems.  David Houck, Philadelphia, PA US
Protecting the land is more important in the long run than making money from a resort.  Kathy Marshall, Veneta, OR US
Please rethink the development of Beef Island. I've visited it several times just to view the coral. It would be a sad loss for the BVI to destroy this natural beauty.  Jana Whiteside, Houston, TX US
Do humans have to destroy every good thing nature provides?! Please do not destroy this wonderful and irreplaceable gift from Mother Nature!!  Pamela Krakowski, Louisville, KY US
Please consider protecting this archipelago as it serves a biodiversity hotspot and mangroves have shown to be fruitful in remediating the affects of hurricanes and tsunamis, although the loss of them is exponential. You can prevent such carelesness.  Ted Auch, Burlington, VT US
Save our enviornment so we can have a future.  Brenda Serrano, Sonoma, CA US
Please don't develop this unspoiled wilderness - there are so many resorts in the world and so few wild places.  Ariel Anderson, Portland, OR US
Please protect our wildlife...there isn't much of a chance left for them if we continue to DESTROY their habitats!! Think of destroying your children's health a little bit at a time until finally they just die! Would you want that to happen to these beautiful animals GOD put on this earth for us to enjoy as well as our children?  marcy Becker, Philadelphia, PA US
If the wealthy/developers want another vacation spot - let them try Watts or Darfur or downtown Iraq and Lebanonon or Haitti. Shouldn't they have the prevlege of enjoying the handiwork they have provided for so many others ?  Pauline Warren, North Ogden, UT US
I personally grew up on an island where this type of development occurred. My home from when I was a child is completly different. There are no longer and wood to play in, the north end is completly developed. Its really sad to watch a place be ruined by those who have greed for money. Beef Island is beautiful the way it is. Don't let development ruin this island like it has saint simons island.  Elisabeth Gross, Charleston, SC US
We have done enough destruction. It is time we start the process to repair, and this is a good place to start. PLEASE, keep Beef Island as it is.  Elizabeth Gump, Chapel Hill, NC US
We need to leave this area alone! We are all seeing what global warming is doing to our world, let alone the rare animal life.  Constance Pennington, Danville, IL US
Please leave the island at peace. No need to disturb the environment. Follow the laws as they are written! In the long run, it will be more valuable than $ !!!  Beth Cohen, Davie, FL US
As a child, I spent a great amount of time in St Thomas USVI, both living there for a short period and babysitting for family friends. When I returned as an adult for a visit, I was shocked at the destruction of the corrals and development that had taken place. Please preserve your beautiful ilslands. They are an irreplacable treasure!  jean tabin, Park City, UT US
Please stop this development, can't we appreciate the beauty of untouched reefs?  Sandy Foster, Covington, GA US
The proposed development of this area would have devastating consequences. Its mangrove ecosystem must be protected and cannot be compromised. Beef Island is totally unacceptable as a site for development, especially for as much as 2/3 of the island! How could anyone even consider such a proposal considering the importance of this area?  Patricia Osdoby, Wildwood, MO US
The world has a plethora of ultra-chic and expensive resorts, We have fewer and fewer truly wild and beautiful places left. These wild places were here long before our appearance on this stage. It would be a true condemnation of mankind if we were responsible for the disappearance of these places. At our present rate, we will be responsible for exactly that, Please stop the destruction now.  Thomas Dadant, Santa Cruz, CA US
Do we need to destroy more land so rich people have another place to order room service and golf?  Diane Wynne, Tampa, FL US
Please leave it be  Barbara Green, Clatskanie, OR US
Why would I want to spend my hard earned money at place that has destroyed ecosystems in order for me to have a good time? I can go elsewhere and have an equally good time where the environment is a serious consideration and its destruction is an unnecessary evil. Just a thoughtÖ  Leslie Brown, Manhattan Beach, CA US
its time to save our environment not destroy it.  phil hughes, salisbury, MA US
Set an example for others by adhering to the laws laid out in your country! No person should behave as though he is above the law, but by allowing this development to even be considered, you are placing yourself in a far more superior position than you deserve. One should serve his world with humility for he will earn greater respect of those below him.  Cathrine Adee, Sandy, OR US
This is a great opportunity to be a leader, and is a nice win-win for the environment and the long term health of the economy.  Randy Paynter, San Mateo, CA US
Don't we have enough golf courses?  Josie P., Jersey City, NJ US
Please protect the fragile and increasingly scarce marine/mangrove habitats found on and around Beef Island.  Jeanne Hammond, Berkeley, CA US
Our wild and natual world is at constant danger for destruction by human activity. Please be a force for preservaton. Once these areas are gone, they are gone forever.  Cathy Thornburn, Los Angeles, CA US
Please don't sacrifice pristine marine habitat and coastal regions for a resort and golf course. I'd much rather come to the islands to explore their natural beauty.  Caitlin Strom-Martin, Cazadero, CA US
We have many many hotels and golf courses, not so many pristine habitats. Eco-tourism could be a viable option, instead of the decimation of the area.  Sandy Draus, Phoenix, AZ US
As a former resident of the US VI, I plead with you to leave Beef Island as it is!  Cindy Clifton, Sarasota, FL US
This land should be permanently set aside and left un-touched as a natural ecosystem.  L G McCandless, Madison, WI US
We would rather visit an ecologically beautiful region than another resort for the rich.  Shann and Dennis Ritchie, Santa Cruz, CA US
Haven't we learned yet that greed should not be allowed to destroy all natural habitats?  Karen Shovein, Taylor, MI US
I agree  Tricia Applewhite, La-Brea, -- TT
I am a Travel Consultant of 30 + years... We have far toooooooo many hotels which promise grandeur only to rape the environment it is vowing to protect !!!....Do not be so shallow to "cast your pearls before swine"... Protect Your Natural Resource... This will bring You the highest reward...  Charlene Kerchevall, Oceanside, CA US
When will humans respect all life?  Scott Morrow, Reno, NV US
I stand strongly opposed to any huge developments destroying, de-stabilizing, dismissing raw nature. The importance of preserving & protecting wild nature reserves is much too often overlooked when development of these sites are sold to the highest bidder purely for profit of the vey few.  Charlotte Sahnow, Eugene, OR US
It is our duty tp protect our planet. In the long run it will benefit all.  Lauren DelSignore, West Warwick, RI US
Don't destroy A major marine and animal habitat For a hotel.  Gary Wattles, Meridian, ID US
Please dont kill off the wildlife . Beef Island has the most important mangrove ecosystem in the BVI, second in acreage only to far-flung Anegada. All of Tortola's nine mangrove ecosystems have already been decimated or destroyed by development. Mangrove systems provide nurseries for hatchling birds and juvenile fish, homes for lobster and conch and feeding grounds for waders and waterfowl. m.Vandyke  Marlene Vandyke, Phoenix, AZ US
The Hans Creek Lagoon must be protected in order to sustain the needed fisheries. Please leave the area alone.  Margaux Hardy, Santa Rosa, CA US
The world doesn't need another resort. Leave these islands the natural way.  Ally Schliem, Janesville, WI US
I do not usually think Americans should tell other countries what to do. But, sustainable fisheries need intact coastal ecosystems to act as nurseries for juvenile fish and the oceans are everyone's concern.  Kathryn John, Sacramento, CA US
We don't need another resort. We need more wild places.  Teresa Gardner, Cedar Park, TX US
We need to protect our marine wildlife and forests. They don't deserve to be destroyed they have a heart too!!!!!!!!  Heather Geraw, Hinesburg, VT US
Marine life is an essential part of the area and world ecosystem. So many different species are affected when just one ecosystem is thrown off balance. Please take action and do not destory anymore of these beautiful ecosystems. Perhaps you can utilize the natural beauty and turn the area's in national and international parks so that everyone may be able to enjoy the splender of the area. Thank You sincerely, Lyndsay Martin  Lyndsay Martin, Poughkeepsie, NY US
Please Protect the British Virgin Islands Marine Area from Any and All Commercial Development.  John Ruscigno, Brooklyn, NY US
It will be heartbreaking if this beautiful and unique area is destroyed for yet another glitzy and unmemorable resort.  Felicity Devlin, Tacoma, WA US
Effluents of these developments are devastating to marine life, birds, plants (mangrove), and golf courses are on record for high pollution because of use of herbicides, high nitrogen and phosphorus fertilizers and use of motor oil powered engines.  Dagmar Fabian, Cockeysville, MD US
Beef Island is a regular cruising ground for my family and if it is developed more than it has been already we will have to make other future plans elsewhere.  Ron Martin, Co Spgs, CO US
Please protect this ecosystem.  Fletcher Cossa, New York, NY US
There aren't many places in the world left to protect. Yours is still at the point where it can make a real difference to the environment. Please do not let this oppotunity slip by. Thank you very much for you consideration.  Christine Pylypowycz, Chicago, IL US
YOU MUST STOP THIS EVIL POLLUTING OF OUR WORLD.....DO THE RIGHT THING FOR THE PEOPLE...NOT BIG CORP. !!!!  Toni Garmon, Dawsonville, GA US
Please don't make this huge and irreversible mistake.  Shelley Brickson, Chicago, IL US
I live in the caribbean, on an island not to far from beef island. As an Island dweller my self I fully understand the great importance of these islands to migratory birds and other species who are only found on these islands. Please keep your island free of resorts who profit from the destruction of the environment.  Alejandro Berberena, Carolina, -- PR
Please, more tourists are interested in natural locations than in golf courses.  LIZ MCCAMON, WESTMINSTER, CA US
I have not yet had the opportunity to visit the Virgin Islands. I prefer to be able to visit there and see native habitat. Also, I understand this area is very important to sustaining a protected eco-system environment. Please do not allow another resort to destory this pristene natural environment.  Jackie White, Corpus Christi, TX US
try eco-tourism instead!  Matt Stedman, Montauk, NY US
Leave the island to it's natural state. This will bring more visitors than huge hotels and shopping malls!  Kurt Meyer, Elk Grove Village, IL US
Please don't build on the island.  Teresa Van Doren, Los Osos, CA US
We don't need more resorts!  Jenny Thompson, Copley, OH US
Don't allow the mindless greed to destroy the marine environment and raw beauty around Beef Island the way the Hawaiian islands have allowed big business to destroy the ecosystems around the islands. Once destroyed, you can never get it back and it is far more valuable left alone than destroyed by mindless development. Don't make the same mistake......please!!!!!  Dick Miller, Lihue, HI US
BE practical and keep the island in it's natural state, keep it's unique quality,to give more reason for tourists to want to visit.  francine brown, New York, NY US
Development of this area would benefit the developer and a few well-heeled tourists and ruin everything else. Golf courses are so environmentally destructive!!! Leave the island as it is!1  Sandy Schultz, Woodcliff Lake, NJ US
If you destroy the mangroves, you will have floods and erosion.  Janet Newman, New City, NY US
Please, please, please hear the plea of many humans and ocean wildlife alike to stop this destruction. We are all one and this destruction must end. We have time to save our planet. Please preserve this precious place on Earth!  Kelly Lehnherr, West Dundee, IL US
Stop This developement. We don't need yet another corporate profet center at the decimation of the environment.  Robert Haugsten, Cloverdale, CA US
Most of the appeal of the islands is their natural setting. More hotels will not add to that. While it might generate more jobs, I don't believe the cost in habitat is worth it. Thank you for your kind attention.  Cheryl Devecka, Pittsburgh, PA US
This world needs less hotels, marinas, and golf courses. Your unique ecosystem on Beef Island should be preserved for future generations.  Krystal Weilage, Butte, MT US
Are you trying to tell us we don't have ENOUGH golf courses in the world? Kill this deal, not the island's residents & ecology.  Shawn Lyon, Orlando, FL US
Dear Premier O'Neal, Please leave Beef Island as untouched and pristine as it is now. As stewards of the earth, we sometimes forget that when we destroy nature we destroy ourselves.  Lea-Ann Refregier, San Jose,, CA US
It is time to save for the future of the planet, not build houses for ich bored people!  Martha Mincey, Summerville, GA US
Please stop adding to the pollution ans destruction of our precious planet. Please add to the care taking and respect for your environment.  Leslie Gold, NY, NY US
I think that beautiful, pristine beaches are to your advantage-in all ways-financially, healthwise and morally just.  Jackie Lubatty, Cornelius, NC US
Please, please, please do not allow the wanton development of this unique marine environment, we have so little left!  Kerry O'Brien, Aptos, CA US
This past weekend, while traveling on remote Lopez Island in the Puget Sound, we met a B&B owner who raved about his experiences in the British Virgin Islands -- the disappointment in finding out about this proposed development was a surprise after that high compliment.  Nancy McClelland, Chicago, IL US
My planned trip to the Virgin Islands is (was?) all about eco-tourism. It was *not* to encounter yet more destruction of sensitive, irreplaceable habitat. I will avoid the BVI until I know that my dollars are not supporting the destruction of the very things that draw me there.  Francis Schilling, Vail, AZ US
Please stop and think about what would be destroyed in the name of corporate profitóan environment and wildlife that, once lost, can not be replaced. Is your proposed development worth that kind of cost?  Eloise Hill, Oakland, CA US
As a former resident of the Virgin Islands, I plead with you not to allow the further 'development' and actual destruction of the remaining mangrove areas. What will the islands be when birds and fish no longer abound? Not needed is another tourist area that will be replacing the natural environment. More and more of us want to see the natural world and not another golf course!  Mavis Townsley, Houston, TX US
We're running out of unspoiled Earth. Please, take the time to consider preserving this island's habitat.  Michael Goodwin, Madison, NJ US
Save this pristine ecosystem for future generations to appreciate and enjoy!!!  Sharon Philips, Katy, TX US
Have sailed these waters for several years and love the ambiance. Beef Island, in spite of the airport, is an integral part of the wonderfully preserved marine environment, and I hope you'll agree to leave it as is. Development does not always equate to progress.  Matthew Cushing, Harwich, MA US
STOP KILLING WHAT YOU DID NOT CREATE!  Ivy Buchanan, Austin, TX US
As a tourist I go to places that preserve the environment.  Drew Martin, Lake Worth, FL US
Just because you "can" doesn't mean you "Should"!  William Gray, Morrison, CO US
Dear Rt. Hon. Ralph T. O'Neal, Playing golf and traveling to remote islands are two of my favorite hobbies. However, enough is enough. There are more than enough wonderful resorts all over the world for everyone to enjoy. Adding another that will diminish the qaultiy of life on our planet is excessive. Please oppose the development on Beef Island. May our lord bless you and keep you well. Sincerely, Rev. William Davis, MSW  Rev. William Davis, Inola, OK US
Please protect our beautiful planet in every way. Thank you.  Beth Norwood, Huntsville, AL US
Dear Premier O'Neal, I urge you to be a true visionary. Protecting this delicate and valuable ecosystem is the only sustainable path.  Monica DuClaud, San Francisco, CA US
It's insane that you can only look at the profits and earning money instead of protecting unique wildlife. Destroying the environment will make the wildlife numbers plummet. We have enough to deal with already, crisis after crisis directly related to greedy people who destroyed land.  Kimberly Olmsted-Oyama, Renton, WA US
Please please please! There are enough resorts, spas, hotels and golf courses in the world already. To destroy a valuable ecosystem such as that in your beautiful islands is a terrible idea. Be proud of your beautiful islands! Show the world that the Premier of the British Virgin Islands is a man of foresight and courage and say NO to development of the areas around Beef Island. SAY NO TO FURTHE DEVELOPMENT!!!  Lori Barrett, Lucerne, CA US
Please use your influence to protect such a valuable natural resource! We all are so thankful.  Katrina Child, San Francisco, CA US
In future, I would love to visit Beef Island and see it just as it is now. I don't like golfing, which I think is a wast of space and precious resources. My boyfriend doesn't like golf, either, and would rather visit a place of natural beauty with a thriving ecological system. Please don't let development happen on Beef Island!  Anastacia Adamcik, Cleveland, OH US
you will gain through eco-tourism by protecting this rare environment as other natural environments are degraded through commerical developement.  p norton, cambria, CA US
One of my dreams is to visit the natural wonders of the British Virgin Islands. I certainly don't think you need another hotel and golf course. If the remaining mangrove ecosystem is not protected, and the wildlife suffers the consequence then I guess greed values win again. The planet suffers. If it is within your power to make a difference, then please save Beef Island.  Linda Leatherwood, Magnolia, TX US
There are too many beautiful places that have been resorted over and too little time to visit them all! We must leave some places intact. If there are people out there that have had the time and money to visit all of the places with accommodations that currently exist on this planet, then they obviously need to do something more productive with their time. Read "Faustian Economics" by Wendell Berry in the May issue of Harper's Magazine.  Eugenie MontBlanc, Verdi, NV US
We have been coming to the beautiful B.V.I. annually since 1972 for sailing trips. Please do not destroy Beef Island. The huge development across from Marina Kay is bad enough!!!! Thanks for your consideration. David and Rita Hendricks  david hendricks, oklahoma city, OK US
Enough of prestine land has been destroyed. Please be ecologicaly responsible.  Charles Almack, San Diego, CA US
How can you build a resort for tourist while you destroy what that tourist want to see? It doesn*t make sense to me.  JIM HEAD, OAK PARK, MI US
Please do not destroy this pristine area due to greedy development!  SHARON RUSSICK, Boca Raton, FL US
If this resort is built, eco-tourists will wonder why they should visit the British Virgin Islands, asking: "Where's the Beef?" Please don't pave over paradise!  Michael Terry, Santa Monica, CA US
Dear Premier O'Neal- I have been visiting the BVI for the past 35 years, and have been saddened by the ongoing development of the islands in recent years. While the development of Beef Island may bring jobs and revenue to the island, the continued loss of natural habitat is a huge loss to the BVI as a whole, and makes it a less applealing destination for me and other tourists and Yachtsmen in the future. Please save the natural beauty that is left in the BVI!!  David Max, Emeryville, CA US
Think long and hard before you destroy more mangroves. Their destruction may well be the economic downfall of the island. A golf course with tourists won't replace the loss. their their  Robert Hill, Ftlauderdale, FL US
Leave the Islands alone - they are home to many species who deserve to live UNDISTURBED. Let them live in peace.  Terri Barreras, Chicago, IL US
Although I understand the need for economic development this proposal has too great a cost. The cost to environmental destruction will not be reversible its impact far outweighs the short-term short-sighted financial gains. By using innovative thinking, more gentle land use can result in much higher rewards both morally and financially.  catherine mullin, davis, CA US
The human race is taking over the habitat of many species of life. We need to stop somewhere. The balance of our ecosystem is at stake. Money isn't the most important thing. You aren't going to be able to take it with you but the destruction you cause while you are here will last long after you are gone.  Phyllis Vculek, Lincoln, NE US
Let it be and enjoy not selling out for greed and having lived up to your potential in life on this planet. What a great opportunity for you to lead by example for future generations that may not exist if we don't take these challenges.  MaryE Bailey, North Freedom, WI US
Dear Premier O'Neal: Over-developed and over-priced "resorts" (especially in tropical areas like the Caribbean)have a very strong and well-documented tendency to degrade the very natural attractions that bring travelers there in the first place. The world simply does not need another Waikiki, another Bali, another Riviera, another St. Thomas, or another Mo' Bay. The world is presently over-supplied with such environmentally degraded "destinations." Despite ballyhooed (and often fictitious) improvements in the tourist industry's supposed eco-sensitivity in many so-called ecological travel destinations, the travel industry in general has a very poor record indeed in preserving the places it seeks out for tourism development based upon natural beauty of given locations (in this case a tropical island with coral sand beaches and coral reefs). Places where eco-sensitivity has failed miserably and utterly failed to stave off esthetically and environemtally disastrous over-development are legion: Goa, the Galapagos, Costa Rica's Nicoya Peninsula, Roatan, Bali, Lombok, Phuket, Pattaya, St. Lucia, Jamaica's north coast, Huatulco, Puerto Vallarta, Cozumel. Langkawi, the Seychelles, Cape Cod, Hawaii et al It is all quite depressing to see the cycle of development, over-development, and irreversible ecological and cultural degradation continue with tourism developers learning NOTHING and often squandering the locations, economic opportunities, and ecosystems in the process (usually very short). One thing is for sure: I do NOT travel to places like Beef Island to stay at a "mega-resort." Ugh! Here we go again!  Louis McCarten, Glendale, CA US
human encroachment has ruined so much of this earth and the creatures that inhabit it besides us, leave this area alone  Julie Roach, Livonia, MI US
If you take the ecosystems away by development, what will all the tourists see when they come??? Why would they come??? There's more to development than just putting up a building, you need people to come to it, be inside of it, and enjoy it enough to come back. Without the beautiful, natural scenary around them, who would want to come???  Shari Kinney, Flushing, MI US
Wild places need our help and protection, development is not always the best choice.  Debra Eades, Greenville, SC US
For all my nieces and nephews I sign this petition supporting love and care of the earth.  Nichole Long, Montgomery, AL US
Please reconsider plans to develop Beef Island. We have so few ecosystems left intact and it is far easier to protect land than to undo harm after negative impact makes itself known. So many species rely on this habitat that it is vital that it remain intact. Thank you so much for your consideration.  Shannon Schetgen, San Jose, CA US
Preserve the mangrove ecosystem. There are plenty of other places for resorts. Sometimes other things are more important then superficial human pleasure and profit.  Eugene D. Alexander, Hummelstown, PA US
I am both a SCUBA diver, and an Instructer. I have been both above and below the waters there in tje B.V.I. PLEASE Don't destroy this fragile scenry.  C.J. Rabenau, Augusta, MO US
Do we really need another luxury hotel? Don't the rich and famous have enough areas to retreat to? Ecotourism is a fast growing and sustainable way to protect the environment while still enabling people to visit your beautiful island.  Krista Gremos, Indianapolis, IN US
Personally I would much rather visit a wild island than a developed place.. you might as well be in New Jersey. Don't you realize that the hurricane damage from many recent storms is due to the destruction of the mangroves?  Shirley Warren, New Paltz, NY US
Please help preserve this diverse and endangered land from development so that future generations can continue to enjoy this beautiful land. More building will only lead to less tourist dollars.  Sara Bermudez, Holland, MI US
Our oceans are treasures and need protecting now.  Alan Olander, Nevis, MN US
Beef Island has the most important mangrove ecosystem in the BVI. Mangrove systems provide nurseries for hatchling birds and juvenile fish, homes for lobster and conch and feeding grounds for waders and waterfowl. We must preserve Beef Island!  Gwyn Williams-Stanton, Sonoma, CA US
I lived in the B.W.I. (as they were then) 40 years ago, and remember the beauty of the pristine reefs and oceans around them. Please save these treasures from destruction--and the Ocean loving tourists of the future will STILL be visiting to see what you saved!  Juliet Waldron, Hershey, PA US
Protect this land for the next generations to enjoy.  Sharry Zopel, Wausau, WI US
It's so important to have ecosystems so our birds , fish, and surrounding enviroments can still impact our global earth. The gift of Creation is such a blessing.  Margery Race, Austin, TX US
Just stop it!  Joel Lusby, Grants Pass, OR US
Aren't there enough golf courses already?  Helen Bilowus, Lackawanna, NY US
We must STOP this senseless destruction of these fragile ecosystems!  Loretta LeSage, Goleta, CA US
It seems that every one in the world these days wants to be rich but in my book all of you living on such an island already are. I live in the "1st" World and it would be this world you would be allowing in to use your wonderful 5 star hotel. The first world may bring in some money but you will lose much natural beauty and many environments as a result. There are many ways to earn money some take minutes, some years, but a wildlife habitat takes thousand of years to create and might never be replaced if destroyed. If you want tourism I urge you to discuss the matter carefully with experts in ecotourism. There may be a way to do this in harmony with your environment  Paula Bradfield, Southampton, -- GB
We donít need another luxury hotel to survive on this accommodating planet. No corporate architect can improve on what has nurtured our species to this point. To endanger our habitat for the whims of a few tourist brats that cannot conceive of an environment sans sunlamp and buffet is criminal at best, and the resultant price gouging and profiteering enjoyed by conglomerates and politicians alike is an assault on survival itself. We never did lose Eden. It is all around us. Always has been. We are the demons that will destroy its contributions to our sustained endurance.  John Cannatella, New York, NY US
With our natural resources dwindling at an alarming rate, it is more important than ever for us to protect what natural spaces we have left.  Colette Barrett, Quincy, MA US
Ecological tourism is becoming big business. You do not have to forego economic development if you choose to forego the big development. You would be doing the BVI a great service if you opt for promoting ecological tourism, rather than huge tourist developments. Your ecosystem is unique. 5-star hotels are not. PLEASE conserve your ecosystem.  Dee Halzack, Lowell, MA US
We don't need more development. Our environment is in crises we need to preserve not destroy. I would rather visit something natural them a man made artificial environment. Please don't do this!  Mary Mellein, Watkinsville, GA US
We've seen what these developments do to the environment, it is a lose, lose situation and will cause destruction and loss of habitat to our natural species. The planet needs to get healthy and that means protecting natural ecosystems.  Andrea Boccaletti, West Hollywood, CA US
Please do not allow this important land be ruined because of greed  Nancy Kilgore, Lacey, WA US
Any deliberate destruction if wildlife saddens me very much. We share this world with animals and they matter. Without grass and trees we would have no oxygen to breathe. Please save Beef Island from developement.  Margaret Oldham, Southwell, -- GB
No resort project! This critical ecosystem needs protection.  Pamela Marley, Stevenson, WA US
I plead with you to stop this disaterous project  alan lott, seattle, WA US
I understand capitalist theory and market ideology: if someone does not profit, nothing gets done. But the profit of the whole must be considered: if the environment is destroyed, no one profits. We need balance, and mutual respect.  James L. Livingston, Skandia, MI US
This is critical. We have so much destruction happening to the earth and its animals. Please save Beef Island and the incredible environment. Man cannot replicate the beauty of Nature, only destroy it.  Marjorie de Muynck, Santa Fe, NM US
Life is always more important than money!  Doug Kohlberg, Rio Linda, CA US
Changing this amazingly unique habitat into something as mundane as a golf course is not only damaging to the environment, it's economically stupid. We live in an age when eco-tourism is more lucrative than golf courses.  Elsie Owings, Shelbyville, MI US
Please don't sacrifice this natural paradise for the profit of a developer.  Peter Cooper, Cardiff, CA US
Please stop the destruction of this beautiful, vital land.  Christy Cornelsen, Cheney, WA US
The world doesn't need another hotel and golf course. Please honor our planet and let other species live and let us bask in the beauty of this natural world.  Cathie Christ, Oak Forest, IL US
I've traveled to this pristine area and would hate to see it destroyed. Please do not allow development that would destroy this area.  Lora Meisner, Salem, OR US
Saving Nature's Gifts is SO important!!!  Pam Fleming, Brooklyn, NY US
I work in the marine natural products field and I am keenly aware of the power and pervasiveness of the ocean. How it nurtures our food web like nothing else can. Please Stop Harming It!  Matt Woolery, San Diego, CA US
As one who lived and worked for 24 years on St. Thomas, and as one who frequently visited the BVI, I urge you to reconsider the Beef Island proposal. I understand the economic pressures that lead to development, but, as one travels from island to island, it is abundantly clear that each has a carrying capacity. More is not necessarily better. I've always hoped that the BVI would learn lessons from watching the development of St. Thomas. It would appear that is not case.  Frank Rinehart, Rachester, NY US
I cannot urge you strongly enough to veto this proposed development. I spend a lot of time in the Caribbean (as a prehistoric archaeologist and member of IACA) and have seen first hand the devastation to the reef system on San Salvador, Bahamas, due to the Club Med on that island. The development has done little to support the local population or the environment. The loss of forest, mangrove, estuary and reef habitats would forever ruin the ecology of the island and possibly impact the entire area. Please do the right thing and reject this project.  Charlene Hutcheson, Roanoke, VA US
There is always a way to attract eco tourists and preserve the integrety of the environment at the same time. Golf courses and luxury hotels do not coexist with the natural environment.  Ken Damro, Florence, WI US
I'll come to the Virgin Islands to see your beauftiful marine environment - I WON'T come to see a huge hotel development.  John Lemmon, Nederland, CO US
There are enough hotels. What is irreplacable are natural habitats. They must be first and foremost--not money, greed and opportunism. When will we ever learn??  Rhea Damon, calabasas, CA US
It would be a terrible decision to destroy this pristine environment with its disversified plants and animals with construction. Please leave this island the way it is! Thank you.  Carol Jurczewski, Riverside, IL US
We must work together to save the natural wonders of this world. Once they're gone, they're gone, and only then will we truely realize how we need them to flourish on this earth.  Bridget Palecek, Oshkosh, WI US
As a US born citizen I ask U to please save this prestine land and stop overdevelopment. the animals and our earth thanks U.  Mark Cohan, Lowell, MA US
The Beef Island is beautiful as is! ! ! Please leave nature as is. Why destroy such a beautiful Island with hotel,marina, and golf course? Let us enjoy this treasure Iland as is.  Yolanda Gorelick, Los Angeles, CA US
We have more than enough golf courses and luxury hotels, but not enough natural places left on this planet.  S Torres, LITTLETON, CO US
Every day natural beauty dissapears from our planet. The planet's ecosystem becomes more valuable as the population of the world increases. Please protect the marine environment around Beef Island on the British Virgin Islands from developement.  Lawrence Fetter, Raleigh, NC US
Please protect the ecosystem you have there so future generations can appreciate it. Wildlife is a very important part of our survival on this earth!!!  Mara Wooten, Raleigh, NC US
I grew up in the Carribean (Dutch West Indies), and I have never been to your island, but...I know this Development must not occur. It will destroy the Wildlife and precious land you have there. The Island I lived on (Bonaire), has remained pollution free so far...it has been a struggle. PLEASE think about this!  Gwen Stewart, Santa Ana, CA US
Once lost to development, natural habitats can never be regained. Preserve the land & the bird's habitat!  Mary Mead, Delray Beach, FL US
Man does not live by overpriced resort alone.  Ramsay MacInnes, Cherry Valley, MA US
Save our Beautiful Planet; it's the only one we have!  Howard Berger, New York, NY US
I have frequently visited the BVI and chartered bareboats there. I appreciate the concern for the environment and hope that you would extend such to the Beef Island ecosystem. There are lots of tourists able to visit BVI; sanity and logic demand that at some point development plans must be halted. Please don't turn BVI into USVI with condos, golf courses, etc. Thank you.  Carol Skinner, Chesterland, OH US
If nothing else, please consider the impact on both your children and also future generations  Christopher Steinhoff, NKC, MO US
There are enough golf courses which are a waste of space!!! The BVI needs to be a pioneer in maintaining the waters off it's shore...uh hello you heavily rely on them for sustenance -- all types! I suppose only until the last fish is caught then we'll sit up and take notice -- but you have the power to DO SOMETHING NOW !  Pattie Bauer, Franklin Square, NY US
Please save Beef Island. Tourist will come to an area to see those rare animals that are not found elsewhere. Development only destroys. There are many other benefits of leaving the land the way it is. Look at other countries and see what development gave them. Yes in the short term it created jobs but what about later? Please keep your heritage of your country for future generations of people who live on your island. Thank you.  Charles Brumleve, Manhattan, KS US
Please do not sacrifice such an important ecosystem for the development of a hotel and golf course.  Patricia Petersen, Boulder, CO US
We must give our mother earth a chance to heal. Constant development will only bring more damage to the environment.  Robert Jenusaitis, Port Townsend, WA US
We've pollut4ed enough of these ecological assets out of existence, let us not add this location to our mistakes.  Walter Graue, Lynn Haven, FL US
All our seas need our urgent protection, and we need to stop bottom trawlers from wrecking; so anything you do will find a huge reward in setting an example to others, you will be praised and remembered by future generations, in their grateful hearts. If not, our grand children may have nothing to look out on.  annalou oakland, london, -- GB
Beef Island is a virgin pearl among so many ecologically decimated mangrove ecosystems.  STEPHAN ALTSCHUL, MONTEREY, TN US
I am most sorry to hear of plans to destroy this important and unique habitat. Instead of a resort offering sunbathing and consumption of too much food, couldn't your country consider developing an industry focusing on appreciation and conservation of a very special natural resource?  cynthia payne, athens, GA US
With vacancy rates higher than ever due to fuel price hikes, this is not wise to open another resort/golf course. Please use what's already sitting there vacant throughout the world, people.  Marilee McGillivary, Eugene, OR US
prey  Tracey Clairmont, S.F., CA US
Some things -- and this is one of them -- really need to be preserved as they are. Please do the right thing. Thank you.  John R Conway, Niles, MI US
Having traveled many times over the years to the BVI as an avid scuba diver and ocean conservationist, I am deeply saddened by the unsustainable development that has encroached recently in some of the most pristine areas of the Caribbean (TCI, Bimini, etc.). It is my hope that similar degradation not occur to your lovely habitat. Please do your best to severely limit the actions of these developers!  Greg Yarnik, Palatine, IL US
It is time to thinl about preserving areas like these before they are depevoped and the ecology changed for the worst forever. Florida has permitted development all over it's coasts. Look at what a disaster this has turned out to be! Marine like has been lost, shore nesting birds reduced to threatened levels, turtle nesting beaches destroyed by beach replacement caused by erosion, and ecosystems destroyed. Keep this area as beautiful as possible by not permitting any marines, hotels or golf courses. We have visited here because of it's unique beauty. It is the time to think of the environment and not big business for porfit.  VINCE AND SANDI VANACORE, monterey, TN US
I live in Hawaii. We experience the same pressures as you undoubtably do to develop more and more. Precious natural land values much more. Halt the march to the ultimate oblivion of development.  James Facette, Honolulu, HI US
We are destroying this beautiful place. Once lost it will be gone forever.  David Mann, Portland, ME US
I go to the Carribean to enjoy the woldlife, which differs from what I can see at home. I try to see as many birds as possible. I had been anticipating a trip to the British Virgin Islands but have put that plan on hold because I have learned about the plan to develop most of Beef Island. Corals are threatened throughout the world and Beef Island is an improtant habitat for coral reefs, as well as sea grass. To build a huge hotel, marina and golf course complex would destroy this amiazing place. I am particularly distressed about the damage to the mangrove ecosystem. Mangroves are improtant to so many juvenile fish and hatchling birds. They also are great feeding places for waterfowl and waders, as well as a home for conch and lobster. As a nature lover this proposed plan upsets me greatly and has made me decide NOT to visit the BVI until a more reasoned approach is developed for the protection of these improtant treasures. I hope you will rethink this entire plan.  Sandra Carrubba, Buffalo, NY US
Premier O'neal- I am from the US VI and after Hurricane Hugo in 1989 our reef at Buck Island was decimated. We cherish that which no other island had and now it is lost. Please think about the choices being made and ask yourself is it worth what you will loose? Sincerely, Stacie Freeland  Stacie Freeland, West Chester, PA US
What the world needs now is more beautiful natural places like Beef Island, not more hotels and golf courses.  Rachael Denny, Bradley, CA US
Please, lets not DEVELOPE the whole planet, its really beautiful just the way it is!!!  Steven Cervine, Santa Cruz, CA US
If you pave over paradise, no one will bother to visit anymore!  Christopher Norcross, Harwich, MA US
Please leave your beautiful island the way it is. It is such an important part of nature and I would rather come to the island to see the environment, not to stay in a new hotel. An eco-lodge would serve you far better. These places promote the beauty of the island, not an artificial golf course. Please reconsider your plans.  Dawn Chicano, Vero Beach, FL US
I am appalled that, once again, a wonderful ecosystem is being threatened with development. In this day and age of global warming and wholesale extinction of flora and fauna, it is essential that places, such as Beef Island, be protected. When I travel, I found visiting these special natural places preferable to a hotel, golf course, crowds of tourists.  Jean Standish, New York, NY US
Part of our effort to reduce global warming is to preserve are current wild lands. Please do your part to protect this beautiful environment.  Patricia Dion, Loveland, OH US
I have had the great honor to visit Beef Island twice in the past and shudder to think that it will succumb to development. Please take this opportunity to protect this special part of the BVI's from any development. There are many luxury hotels and golf course developments across the globe but there are far too few treasures such as the BVI's. Thanking you in advance for your consideration.  Suzanne Capowich, Stamford, CT US
Mangrove systems are the nurseries for our ocean, and with global warming will become even more important to protect coastlines.  Hilary Lorraine, Kensington CA, CA US
Our toys and our never ending search for pleasure should not take precedence over our environment, or destroy the last few places of natural beauty and peacefulness on the earth! Some things must be left unspoiled. This is a never ending cycle.  Corinne Livesay, White Bear Lake, MN US
Please understand our whole world depends on protection... why do we have to always want more to the point of nothing...  cheryle silanskis, Elmhurst, IL US
If there is one thing the world doesn't need more of right now... it would be resorts.  Chrissie Johnson, Elgin, OK US
Destroying Beef Island for commercial purposes is barbaric.  Lynn Minneman, Portland, OR US
Like we don't have enough golf courses in the world?? Honestly, let's get our priorities straight - what is more important in the grand scheme of things: healthy fish/plancton/reefs/ecosystems OR yet another hotel and golf course?  Elena Bridgman, El Cerrito, CA US
Please protect this beautiful island. There are many hotels and golf courses but only one Beef island. Don't destroy this which is so valuable for so many reasons and can not be replaced. Thank you  Pauline Kormann, Eatontown, NJ US
I believe it is essential to protect the wildlife around us all, with the threat that hangs over us, due to "global warming" our own survival depends upon it. People today, would far rather visit an area of conservation, than a luxury hotel with marina and golf-course!!  Peta Hersey, Plymouth, -- GB
Nature's untouched beauty enrich our lives far more than any man made structure designed for leisure. Don't sellout! Consider the alternatives of eco tourism or simply leaving some of earth to itself! Thank you for doing the right thing.  Rachel Heberly, Santa Cruz, CA US
Please do the right thing and protect Beef Island. Development has claimed much of the Islands, don't let it destroy this one too.  Anderson Burch, Atlanta, GA US
The Caribbean doesn't need one more resort that destroys a biological treasure.  Evalyn Segal, Philadelphia, PA US
Seems to me we've already destroyed enough of our small, fragile planet. Let's leave some of it including this beautiful island so that our children and grandchildren can have some idea of how beautiful the earth once was.  Karen Jacques, Sacramento, CA US
there is very little eco-friendly areas left in the caribbean. we are taking drastic measures in puerto rico as well as in the "spanish virgin islands" to protect a very quickly fading ecosystem. please do not let greed and selfishness put your island in the same situation. you will regret it later.  Amy Butler, san juan, -- PR
It is shameful to destroy an entire ecosystem just so tourists can play golf! There has been enough destruction already done to the world's environment in the name of "development".  Bill Donavan, Brookline, MA US
The beautiful and ecologically unique Beef Island in the British Virgin Islands is home to numerous plants and animals that contribute to the health of the marine area.  Irena Franchi, Sunny Isles Beach, FL US
I have seen too many beautiful and vibrant ecosystems destroyed by development. I strongly urge you to reconsider the proposed hotel, marina and golf course complex that would destroy Beef Island's mangrove ecosystem.  Denise Berthiaume, Canton, MI US
We are losing all too many mangrove systems in this area and other rare and vital ecosystems that are vital for the fishing economy andseveral rare and threatened bird and coral species.  Jean Woodman, Evanston, IL US
This fragile ecosystem needs to be protected. Destruction of mangroves was responsible for much destruction in other storms and this deserves special consideration. For far too long, short term financial considerations overshadow the long term consequences of destroying natural ecosystems. How you can consider this in a time of increasing evidence of climate degradation is beyond me. It is time to take responsibility for the consequences of ruining our environment. In the long run, you will destroy the livlihood of the local people.  Joy Keeping, Richmond, TX US
We have way too much over-developed tacky vacation land that was once pristine and beautiful. Economics shouldn't always be the only concern - or perhaps a more creative solution to create an economic answer that includes the protection of a pristine area.  Murray (Marie) Callahan, Havertown, PA US
Please stop development in these fragil ecosystems.  Thomas S. Coombs, Pass A Grille, FL US
We really have to step up to Developers and say enough is enough. We have to start preserving more ecosystems now because our future food supplies depnd upon them. In addition the area in question is a marine protected area, and it is protected for a reason. It needs to stay that way, but it will not remain prtected if you allow this development to occur.  Shawn Sargent, West Yarmouth, MA US
Please protect Beef Island and the mangrove ecosystem. The destruction of this would mean that all of the ocean life that depends on this area for survival would be effected and could perish. It is vitally important that we protect the environment in this area so that all ocean life that relies on it can continue to flourish. We don't need another resort at the expense of this precious oceanlife and ecosystem. These people need to put their greedy revenue reasons for building the resort aside and respect and protect the environment.  Vicky Bertrand, Sherman Oaks, CA US
Our environment is being destroyed in the name of $$$$$. We should be ashamed... Renee Silbernagel Teacher  Renee Silbernagel, Hattiesburg, MS US
We are loosing so many of our unspoiled areas around the world. Please look ahead and save this now. We don't need any more resorts at the cost of beauty.  Clara Gordon, Colorado Springs, CO US
Preservation of the natural flora & fauna should be a priority.... other wise who would want to visit?  Sharon Morgan, Silver City, NM US
People who want every tropical area to be a resort are very selfish, and we who prefer to vacation in natural areas and experience the wildlife need to fight back against them, because you could technically build a poolside resort in Kansas but you can't build a natural tropical island somewhere else. And how many people are actually going to leave the resort and go explore the tropical island anyway?-most of them are just going to hang out w/ their rich friends and get massages and sit on their butt. You can do that anywhere without bothering nature and people who love nature.  k m, boca raton, FL US
If we destroy our world it will destroy us. "Is salach an t-Èan a shalaÌos a nead fhÈin".  Justin Morahan, Dublin, -- IE
Please allow the beauty of this island and marine ecosystem to be enjoyed by many generations to come. As our planet is quickly developed, so many treasures have been destroyed forever. Please don't let this happen here.  Deborah Cazares, Riverside, CA US
Such beauty, why destroy it?  Angel Logsdon, Plymouth, WI US
why is it we have to distroy everything mother earth has given us to care for?just leave the island alone.  Jacqueline l.semit, Herkimer, NY US
What a mistake to destroy your natural beauty for a golf course.  Donald Halm, Okemos, MI US
I have never been there, but maybe someday I might see the beautiful island. Please do not destroy it for the few wealthy people who would be able to stay there drink, play golf, and marvel at the hotel swimming pool. Then they would yawn and say "but it is just like all the other places we have been to."  Mary Kreiter, Battle Creek, MI US
There are too few areas left in the Caribbean that have been untouched by developement. Please don't let Beef Island become another casualty to corporate greed and preserve this largely undeveloped island for future generations to enjoy.  James Vragel, East Windsor, NJ US
Dear Rt. Hon. O'Neal, Please save your lovely island from major development. Once plant and animal species lose their habitat they are done forever. Please consider the rising popularity of eco friendly tourism instead. thank you Ann Chandler  ann chandler, felton, CA US
Please consider that not developing might be more valuable than developing, both in the short and long terms.  Ruth Butler, Martinez, CA US
How can you even think about damaging a coral thats already in endangered?  Cassie Rockwood, Malden, MA US
Please don't develop Beef Island. I sail the BVI and love it because it isn't so over developed.  Peg Baird, dallas, TX US
Leave the island alone!  Lydia Ruddick-Schulman, Oak Park, IL US
Please remember that all this development will take away from the natural beauty and away from the necessary land that wildlife NEEDS to survive!  Mary Leon, San Antonio, TX US
The world needs mangroves more than it needs developers. Let's get with the program!  Jan Brown, Ft. Myers, FL US
I would rather see exotic and unusual wildlife than some over built island when I go on vacation!  Shannon Wilson, Benicia, CA US
Please Thank You  Thomas Genneken, Thompson, PA US
Thank you for your time and consideration!  David Luxem, Seattle, WA US
Please ensure that wildlife continue to have a place to thrive. Remember the interconnectedness of all beings. Thank you  Diane Kraft, Niagara Falls, NY US
Protect all that we can. This is our only Eatrh.  Franklin Eventoff, Bow, WA US
It is so important for each and every human being, to protect our planet Earth. You have the power to keep this virgin places intact. Keeping the balance and equilibrium of the whole land around, and at the same time to the whole planet. Please use this power that GOD is giving you, to save your own world.  Fabiola De la Rosa, Ladera Ranch, CA US
Dear Sir, The only reason we travel to tropical areas is for the natural environment. If you destroy the environment by planting a big resort on it, you also destroy environmental tourism. Wildlife and habitats need your strong protection, not exploitation. Sincerely, Marian Isaac Modesto CA. USA  Marian Isaac, Modesto, CA US
Please find it within yourself to withstand this idea. Our poor planet is in dire straits, and the beautiful and intact areas are even more crucial than ever before. I understand it can be difficult to say "NO", but we officially lend you our spirits in support! :)  zoe kastl, sf, CA US
Someone MUST begin somewhere! Be proud, stand tall, and be known to your constituents and family that you were one of the bold ones to begin saving instead of ruining our galaxy.  Dale B. Overbey, St. Charles, MO US
Please do not Develop this beutiful land  steven hunter, Novato, CA US
Respect Mother Earth why dontcha?!  Carlos J. Echevarria, El Segundo, CA US
There are already enough resorts. We don't need another one.  Jeff Burns, Van Nuys, CA US
am very concerned about threats to the marine environment around Beef Island on the British Virgin Islands. Beef Island boasts important dry tropical forest, and mangroves that are integrated with sea grass, salt ponds and coral reef habitats. The ecosystem of Hans Creek Lagoon, a marine protected area, is crucial for sustaining viable fisheries around Beef Island and throughout the territory. The proposed hotel, marina and golf course complex would destroy this world-class treasure. Beef Island has the most important mangrove ecosystem in the BVI, second in acreage only to far-flung Anegada. All of Tortola's nine mangrove ecosystems have already been decimated or destroyed by development. Mangrove systems provide nurseries for hatchling birds and juvenile fish, homes for lobster and conch and feeding grounds for waders and waterfowl.  Martha Williams, Roanoke, VA US
Ecological security is also economic and public security as well. Preserving this ecosystem is not just an environmental choice, it is also one that values human life and the biodiversity necessary to sustain it.  Corbin Casarez, Columbus, OH US
Do we need still ANOTHER resort? Must we destroy the world further to benefit the few? Tom Wallace Lyons  Tom Lyons, Louisville, KY US
please protect this fragile environment and prohibit development.  mary luminoso, saratoga, CA US
Golf courses and marinas are two of the most polluting activities you can subject to land and water!!! How about some low-impact eco-tourism? Luxury hotels leave a huge environmental footprint and produce a lot of waste-water for an elite few. The construction alone will begin the destruction already done to the other mangrove ecosystems. Let people stay home and play golf. Invite them to the Tortolas to feel the wonder and beauty of unspoiled island life.  D. Shepard, San Jose, CA US
Please  Niki E, Lancaster, CA US
Just because an area is beautiful does not mean we humans MUST have it for our short-term enjoyment. We must learn to live as part of a living environment full of other life forms too.  Martha Jaegers, St. Louis, MO US
THE WORLD DOES NOT NEED ANOTHER HOTEL, MUCH LESS HERE ON THIS ISLAND  Ted Mertig, El Paso, TX US
I have been to your beautiful British Virgin Islands but would hesitate to return especially with threats to the marine ecology and the other areas of Beef Island. Please respect the beauty of your islands.  RICHARD SACKSTEDER, Covington, KY US
Let's save what few special places we have left.  Jane Goebel, Melville, NY US
I relate especially to what in my view would be a catastrophe, because I have vacationed in the British Virgin Islands. I was deeply impressed with the unspoiled, natural, pure environments in all locations I visited. I would like to return to spend more time (and money), especially in the wilder areas like Beef Island. However, if there will be a large development of this sort anywhere in the BVI I shall take my holidays elsewhere.  Judith Mitchell, Waldoboro, ME US
Perhaps you could get sponsors to maintain the natural conditions and actually improve the natural habitat. If money is what you are looking for.  Milli oFlaherty, northridge, CA US
Please help avoid losing more habitat that so many species require to survive.  Jenny Gerding, Philomath, OR US
I have traveled extensively around the world, and far prefer visiting pristine ecosystems, which I leave pristine, to yet another multi-star, cookie-cutter hotel environment. I wish you health and peace.  Merideth Genin, New York, NY US
Do not let development destroy Beef Island in the British Virgin Islands.  Jeanne Turgeon, Seattle, WA US
It is long overdue that we stand up and say "ENOUGH" for the development of pristine wilderness which only degrades it and endangers the lifeforms there. Development is a word that has come to mean destruction. Anyone who supports this idea should have to explain to their grand children why they did such an evil thing.  Ruth Nielsen, Manitowoc, WI US
Stop new construction of the Islands, There is no new need!  T.J. HALFORD, Brandon, MS US
Premier O'Neal: The Virgin Islands have enough places for the tourists to party, to shop, to swim. Please leave Beef Island as it is; a place of wonder.  K. Johnson, San Antonio, TX US
Why does everyone in the world have to be so greedy. Why cant you all leave some beauty and wildlife alone to live in their habitat without destroying it by building this kind of crap . All you care about is money.  Laura Glenn, Overland Parkk, KS US
PLEASE leave the home of Beef Island alone for the marine and ecosystem. Don't always thing about money, think of quality of LIFE. Thank you kindly,  Tracy Andrew, Austin, TX US
What the world needs more of, it seems, is what we are destroying with no thought of why we will need it in the future. It does not take much to eliminate precious species because their habitat is destroyed by development. Please, stop and think about what we are giving up to get something not as important. Once something is gone, it will take a lot to try to reinstate it again. Please, the marine environment around Beef Island is important to me and many others. Protect this precious area.  Kathleen Simmons, Easthampton, MA US
Beef Island has one of the most important mangrove ecosystems how can anyone want to destroy such beauty and nurseries for hatching birds and small developing fish!!! Please stop to even think about any change!!!!  Gesa Adriance, cary, NC US
save our home!  ronnie k endre, orleans, MI US
I recently visited Grand Cayman Island and was upset with all the over development by the rich and how tourism causes more waste and the destruction of the environment. Please stop over development and protect the beautiful Islands and wild life before it is to late!!  Catherine Veley, Dryden, NY US
Please consider saving this land, there are plenty of places for us to vacation and or live already!  Joy DeHerrera, Denver, CO US
PLEASE PRESERVE AND PROTECT THE BEAUTIFUL BRITISH ISLAND'S MARINE AERA FROM DEVELOPMENT  robert robinson, bedford, TX US
How can man think that this world's resources will last forever? How selfish of this developer...pure greed. You better take care of what is precious and of utmost value to the ecology. JUST SAY NO!!!  Gail Heyser, Hawthorne, FL US
We really need to have more consideration for life on this planet & not be so greedy. We are on our way to spoiling all the best we have, eventually making the earth uninhabitable for all of us.  Mary Scott, Sacramento, CA US
We don't need another resort. We need more wildlife preserves. Stop the building and start the healing of this planet. Thank you.  Betsy Hartsell, Oceanside, CA US
Having seen how the Eco System in the Florida Keys has been depleted and is on the road to extinction, I feel very strongly about protecting some of the last habitats in our world and saving them for future generations. I hope you will feel the same.  Lynda Williams, Derby, -- GB
What part of "Virgin" do you not understand?  Phil Mayfield, Wanette, OK US
Do the right thing, NO on the development!!  Allyn Meyer, Big Bear Lake, CA US
Take it from a person who likes to travel - there are ENOUGH resorts out there. We really don't need any more to be built. Let us preserve ecologically clean and untouched areas such as Beef Island for the future of our children. Who are we to decide what stays and goes? Think of the thousands of animal populations who consider Beef Island a home. Mankind must stop intervening with nature's way and learn to love and appreciate what Nature has given us. A resort won't do any good for this habitat. Instead, it will bring more people to the area, who will ruin it and contaminate it. We must learn to share our world with other creatures and understand the importance of conservation, because if we do not start caring for our planet soon, it will turn into a really big mess. Let's not turn back the arrow of Evolutionary Time and instead learn to enjoy our natural areas, without turning them into another pointless hotel.  Lily Tukmanian, Morganville, NJ US
Please obey the law and protect Beef Island as an ecosystem. We need people in power like you to protect such irreplaceable treasures.  Christopher McLaughlin, Watertown, NY US
This is a beautiful, and natural Island, a real treasure. It is a paradise. Please, please keep it that way.  Rudy Stefenel, Milpitas, CA US
A beautiful ecosystem is much better than overdevelopment-keep it more natural-everyone will win!  Patrice Wells, Accident, MD US
Good morning, afternoon, or evening Sir. My name is Brianne and I have enjoyed all the islands in the BVI and all the water in between for many years. I know that myself and my friends, many being true locals, would love to keep the islands "our own". I have little doubt that you feel the same. Sometimes you just need support against the powers that be. Now, this is true, more than ever. I am here to support the Islands, both above sea level and below. I truly have little doubt that you disagree. Let's keep the integrity of the BVI and protect those that cannot protect themselves. I hope with all my being that you actually get to read this. We can make a difference. Many heartfelt blessings to you and yours.  Brianne Beatty, Sarasota, FL US
I do not support the planned development in the BVI. Carole Owens  Carole Owens, Santa Fe, NM US
THE NATURAL BEAUTY OF THE CARRIBEAN IS WHAT ATTRACTS PEOPLE AND MAKES THE BVI ECONOMY SO PROSPEROUS. PLEASE KEEP THIS EXTREME DEVELOPMENT FROM RUINING BEEF ISLAND.  Rick Flory, Paradise Valley, AZ US
Dear  , Premier of the British Virgin Islands, I am very concerned about threats to the marine environment around Beef Island on the British Virgin Islands. Beef Island boasts important dry tropical forest, and mangroves that are integrated with sea grass, salt ponds and coral reef habitats. The ecosystem of Hans Creek Lagoon, a marine protected area, is crucial for sustaining viable fisheries around Beef Island and throughout the territory. The proposed hotel, marina and golf course complex would destroy this world-class treasure. Beef Island has the most important mangrove ecosystem in the BVI, second in acreage only to far-flung Anegada. All of Tortola's nine mangrove ecosystems have already been decimated or destroyed by development. Mangrove systems provide nurseries for hatchling birds and juvenile fish, homes for lobster and conch and feeding grounds for waders and waterfowl. view more Destruction of the Beef Island ecosystem will be a devastating blow to both the fishing and the tourist industries. The whole ecosystem is important ecologically and economically to both these cornerstones of the BVI's success. Researchers have found up to 80% of all commercially important fish species live in Hans Creek. No other area has such a high recorded diversity. It is a hugely important nursery habitat which supplies other parts of the BVI with big fish. BVI legislation recognizes the importance of the environment. The problem is holding the government accountable and enforcing these laws. International confidence in the BVI's decision-making process has been shaken by several contraventions of the Planning Act. These form the basis of the Virgin Islands Environmental Council's challenge. For example, the Planning Act says that a development has to obey all written laws in the territory, and the Fisheries Regulations says that: "No person shall carry out any development activity, which may or is likely to adversely impact on a marine protected area." Yet the proposed development will devastate Hans Creek Marine Protected Area. Additionally, I am gravely concerned about the Development Agreements that pre-agreed planning permission, and the Order that was passed to allow the Minister alone to approve all developments exceeding USD10m in value. I urge you to review these decisions urgently. An agreement to revisit the process at this stage, as called for by VIEC, would ensure that worldwide confidence is restored in the BVI decision-making process. Sincerely, S.Balali  Shabnam Balali, West Hills, CA US
Dear  , Premier of the British Virgin Islands, I am very concerned about threats to the marine environment around Beef Island on the British Virgin Islands. Beef Island boasts important dry tropical forest, and mangroves that are integrated with sea grass, salt ponds and coral reef habitats. The ecosystem of Hans Creek Lagoon, a marine protected area, is crucial for sustaining viable fisheries around Beef Island and throughout the territory. The proposed hotel, marina and golf course complex would destroy this world-class treasure. Beef Island has the most important mangrove ecosystem in the BVI, second in acreage only to far-flung Anegada. All of Tortola's nine mangrove ecosystems have already been decimated or destroyed by development. Mangrove systems provide nurseries for hatchling birds and juvenile fish, homes for lobster and conch and feeding grounds for waders and waterfowl.  Kimberley Graham, Coronado, CA US
I would enjoy visiting a priceless natural preserved ecosystem than a resort and gulf course, please protect this pristine tropical area.  Zandra Frank, Cave Junction, OR US
THE MAIN REASON PEOPLE GO TO THE VIRGIN ISLANDS IS FOR THE BEAUTIFUL MARINE ENVIRONMENT THIS WOULD BE SUCH A TRADGEDY TO DO THIS TO THE MARINE AREA.LEAVE THIS AREA ALONE. MARIE MACHADO  marie machado, shirley, NY US
The last thing anyplace in the world needs today is another resort and golf course. Leave this area alone!!  Lisa Pence, Oquawka, IL US
I have a picture of my Dad sailing there. It's a special place.  Steven Biggio, Bellingham, WA US
The world does not need a five-star resort in such a beautiful, fragile environment. Do not approve this development.  cheyne Cumming, Portland, OR US
Is more development really necessary?  Frank Leeds, Eugene, OR US
We have to save what few pristine ecological environments we have left. Not only for the animals that inhabit them, but for future generations to enjoy.  Pam Denman, Topeka, KS US
I would love to visit the British Virgin Islands someday with my wife and four children. Hopefully when I do make the trip, we will be able to take advantage of the many natural assets in your island group!  Mark DuRussel, Madison, WI US
Please protect your habitat. It's longevity and existence carry value to your country and visitors more than any resort could provide.  Deborah Garcia, San Antonio, TX US
Is this one of the places that w & his cronies are going to and spend their stolen billions? Are you going to give up your homeland & be invaded by a flood of wealthy idiots? Sad move.  Fred Boesl, Eden, NY US
No more resorts! There are enough already! And nobody needs the money as much as we need to preserve these precious environments!  Kristin Womack, San Anselmo, CA US
this is day one stuff.  Robert Nemtusak, Crystal Lake, IL US
Dear  , Premier of the British Virgin Islands, I am very concerned about threats to the marine environment around Beef Island on the British Virgin Islands. Beef Island boasts important dry tropical forest, and mangroves that are integrated with sea grass, salt ponds and coral reef habitats. The ecosystem of Hans Creek Lagoon, a marine protected area, is crucial for sustaining viable fisheries around Beef Island and throughout the territory. The proposed hotel, marina and golf course complex would destroy this world-class treasure. Beef Island has the most important mangrove ecosystem in the BVI, second in acreage only to far-flung Anegada. All of Tortola's nine mangrove ecosystems have already been decimated or destroyed by development. Mangrove systems provide nurseries for hatchling birds and juvenile fish, homes for lobster and conch and feeding grounds for waders and waterfowl.  Eyarun Nessa, west glamorgan, -- GB
We are tipping past the point of no return, so even for those people that care about nothing but themselves...there is STILL a good reason to protect places like this.  Steve Howard, Cincinnati, OH US
By failing to protect your natural habitats you are destroying the basis that your tourism is dependant on. Please reconsider this decision for the sake of your country's future.  Jon Turner, Rainham, -- GB
As a visitor to the VI who has helped with leatherback turtle preservation programmes, it quickly became clear to me and my fellow tourists that LESS development is MORE. People quite rightly stop visiting a FORMER paradise. But carefully preserve and protect a paradise, show visitors that the locals appreciate what they have and are not chasing a quick and dirty profit, and visitors are glad to come. So concerned travellers like me encourage you to institute sustainable, gentle eco-tourism in places like Beef Island. Thanks for your time and consideration.  Beth Jones, Monticello, IA US
By 2045, it is believed that the world's fisheries will collapse. It is imperiative that you take steps to protect your fisheries. That means that you should limit development in areas which are inappropriate. This is not only for purposes of environmentalism, but in order to preserve your food supply and economy. It is not worth having a resort for wealthy foreigners to come to your island, if they endanger your people's food and economy.  michael hinshaw, inkster, MI US
Help preserve the beautiful and serene portions of this world we have left!  Brandon Sorenson, Dallas, TX US
Every project which destroys ecologically or environmentally imprtant areas of the planet is another step towards destroying a world we depend on and which our childrens children deserve to have preserved for them. The long term consequences ar unimaginable and we should all now take measures to preserve and not destroy yhe planet. Please reconsider the proposed project and potential damage it can cause.  Richard Long, Swindon,, -- GB
Money can't buy nature. Do not let the corporations destroy the nature anymore. Damage is already done to the world we live in.  Aung Lwin, Daly City, CA US
Please convince me that there are some people out there that know the value of something beyond money.  Paul Bickmore, Southampton, -- GB
In my opinion, there is little to be gained financially from developing the area around the precious marine environment around Beef Island - when compared to the lasting need to save the world for people to live. Please save this space.  JOANNE NAGY, GRANADA HILLS, CA US
PEASE LET COMMON SENSE, AND COMMON NEEDS PREVAIL, THE ECOLOGICAL BENFITS OF THIS AREA ARE A FAR MORE SUSTAINABLE INVESTMENT THAN THE HUGE HOTEL DEVELOPMENT PROPOSED. I URGE YOU TO SAVE THIS PRECIOUS ECO SYSTEM, MANY THANKS, LUKE PAYN  Luke Payn, Peterborough, -- GB
Once this precious resource is lost it can never be regained.  Tracy Pevehouse, Ocoee, FL US
Please don't put the greed for money ahead of vital wildlife and an important ecosystem. The environment is more important.  Kim Brewster, Glasgow, -- GB
It is hard for me what some are willing to give up for money!  Sandy Tucker, Fairdale, KY US
i dont know what this worlds comming to you have got to dig up every thing you see and put useless buildings on it and ruin the way it was meant to be we are trying to save the planet not cause more pollotion to it this is all about money i havent got any and im happy why cant other people be the same  charles beaven, england, -- GB
World-wide concern for our ecosystems has not ever been stronger. Please help to save what our planet has freely given us. It is so important. As we continue to take out the systems that support us in their way, we are losing the natural support systems that keep our wildlife, ocean life, and ourselves alive. What great mysteries are we destroying? Please stop this construction, that is the destruction of something man cannot rebuild. Which in itself is a strong indicator that one more hotel and golf course just may not be so important. And the beauty that will be lost. That alone is a shame. As if what God himself has created is of little value. Think about it. People from miles away Mr. Premier O'Neal, are so very concerned. There must be something you can do. Thank you for your consideration, and the world-wide interest in your island. It would be wonderful to know you preserved this beauty for the world. IT is life. And there is no Dollar sign on that. It is yours to tend to. Again, thank youl  ellen backy, Saint Louis, MO US
One resort is never enough! they will continue beyond reason once they have a green light. This is not a sustainable economy for yourselves. Finite resources at the disposal of the wealthy elite??! save yourself! just say NO!  jackie mason, kissimmee, FL US
you will be destroying the island by building over it!  Miss S Finch, London, -- GB
Please do NOT destroy the irreplaceable! Just say "NO!" to this destructive development!  Linda Andrews, Canterbury, CT US
I vacation in the VI every year. I will not consider visiting or vacationing on Beef Island if the proposed development takes place because it will destroy an ecologically important area and replace it with a naturally worthless and ecologically destructive posh hotel marina and golf course---all for money!  Robert Cserr, North Dighton, MA US
Please protect and preserve the forests and marine life in the Beef Islands. We need to make sure that all the now-existing wildlife ecosystems are kept as is so that life on earth can continue and grow. Please rethink this proposed development - it will kill life.  Joann Hill, Liverpool, NY US
Human beings won't be happy until they've used up all the world resources. Then they won't be sad either because they won't exist anymore.  Shirley P Cooper, Birmingham, -- GB
I know we have tons of similar outpoints here in the US, but I have to chime in on Beef Island as well. We must save what's left of our natural resources. It's a catch 22. You want to help the fishermen and developers, but they are wiping our the resources of the world.  Karen Scheuermann, Cottonwood, CA US
please stop the destruction of this unique ecosystem!  Marie Mccullough, Marysville, MI US
Please help save this dying planet by saving some of your own country!  Carol Cashmore, Southampton, -- GB
Please protect this ecological gem!  Amanda Grau, Bridgton, ME US
How sad to know another pristine piece of nature will become yet another playgriound for the rich.  Deborah Cudworth, Boonton, NJ US
Not everything has to be developed in the world, not everything needs a hotel and a golf course on it! This island needs to be left alone and just enjoyed for the natural thing that it is without a golf course and people trashing up the beach and sea. Please do not allow development to happen on Beef Island and the envirnoment that will be impacted!  Elizabeth Barnard, Cedar Creek, TX US
If you keep adding hotels, the mystique and the natural beauty will disappear, and there will be nothing left to visit. Keep it exclusive - don't build another legoland hotel.  Samiul Choudhury, Southampton, -- GB
Our precious planet has such astounding beauty that must be protected before it's all gone, please help save our natural spaces!  Laura Kahn, Fort Wayne, IN US
All generations should be allowed to enjoy this wonder!  V Laino, Verbank, NY US
We must protect such crucial areas or our planet--and ourselves--will be imperiled.  Joann Marsh, McLean, VA US
please value this precious natural marine resource and protect it from economic exploitation.  Theresa Gorrez, gaithersburg, MD US
At this time of global warning natural resources need to be preserved as much as possible for the future of our planet. If not, your hotel, etc. will be gone in several years.  Daniel Applebaum, New York, NY US
Isn't is time we stop trying to destroy what few natural wonders we have left?!  Tina Good, Pasadena, MD US
Please consider that the eccological impact is far more inportant that the development. Ecco tours are so popular today that with the right development and promotion of non-invasive tours you could still bring the needed and wanted visitors and money into the area. and with the right tour packages and promotion people of all economic backgrounds would come and this could be very profitable, just as much as the proposed development if not more in the future.  Christa Clement, Pearl River, LA US
These areas cannot be replaced. Any detrimental changes inflict damage on not only the ecosystem there, but the migratory system in the water as well as outside of it world wide.  Glenna Mayer, Jupiter, FL US
Dear Premier O'Neal: I recently recieved a notice that Beef Island is scheduled for development. I am aware of the island's ecological beauty and importance, thus I am extremely concerned. I lived in the U.S. Virgin Islands for twenty years, and saw coral reefs and rain forests destroyed by tourists and tourism. Even though these same tourists brought much needed revenue to the area, their interests in duty free shopping, rum, and jewelry seemed to overshadow their care of the environment - once so bountiful, that, as you know, the old folks picked fruit off the trees within arm's reach. Even I saw a dramatic decline within twenty years. I often wished that the tourism dollars were based more upon ecological tourism, such as those that sponsor opportunities for turtle research. In any case, the British Virgin Islands are my favorite place on this planet. As an educator, I see children losing touch with Nature as they gain interest in technology. I have believed that the BVI protected the most beautiful flora and fauna in an idyllic Eden. Your islands are a place where I feel peacefully in touch with God and the universe In an era when we know the importance of healing our precious environment. Please do not scar it with another hotel and golf course. You would be making a crucial mistake - one that would cost lives - not only of the coral reef and mangrove habitats, but ultimately of our children. I respectfully ask that you reconsider your choices and make one that ensures our long term survival. Thank you.  Rein Forrest, Cincinnati, OH US
Tear up a "paradise" for money--and the things that money builds eventually rots away, then your paradise is gone. Have a little respect for what God has given you and protect it.  Judy Corak, Dowagiac, MI US
Resposibility to the environment should be tantamount-make a difference;act accordingly!  Llewellyn Ludlow, Bolinas, CA US
We have destroyed so much of our land and animals. Is this what we were put on earth to do??????  Dottie Thompson, Indianapolis, IN US
Dear Premier O'Neal: This area is crucial for the health of our planet. Please stop the development and help protect our future.  Jacqui Johnston, Indianapolis, IN US
Please lets try & save as much as we can. Once it's gone - it ain't coming back.  Sandra McGee, Palatine, IL US
Your island will look like Florida, all exotic plants and concreat.  Patrick O'Meara, Clearwater, FL US
Please, Mr. Premier, consider the greater good, and protect these amazing lands from a project as horrendously oversized as it is unnecessary.  Martin Horwitz, San Francisco, CA US
I lived in the Carribean. the mangroves support all of the islands.. please protect them.  kathleen williams, Ithaca, NY US
We have visited BVI since 1974, bringing children and friends to sail and snorkel the pristine waters and be overwhelmed by the variety of marine life. Beef Island is a very special place and needs our care and protection. Please protect this area and the mangroves that protect the young of fish and fow.  Patricia Bredenberg, Cape Elizabeth, ME US
Humans cannot continue just to think about their own species and what's convenient and luxurious for them, or at least what seems to have those qualities at the moment. Worthy people take into consideration the impacts their actions will have not only on fellow humans and not only imminently, but also how their actions will affect the well-being of animals and plants in another decade or even further in the future. The world does not need another resort, but it cannot do without its natural resources. Please re-consider the proposed development on Beef Island.  Amy Packard Smereck, Camden, ME US
think about the future  Taylor Garabato, Bowling Green, KY US
Think of what your great grandson would think of your decision -- would he enjoy sitting on a barstool looking out at pudgy golfers or would he rather be snorkeling in waters left pristeen by your having preserved part of an ecosystem.  Michael Caufield, Seattle, WA US
I would much rather go to a place like the one I see in this photo, a lush tropical island than to any hotel and golf course. If that's what I wanted, I have many places in the continental US to go and wouldn't bother to travel so far. But such a beautiful natural landscape doesn't exist any closer than your island. So why destroy it?  Deborah Mcglothlin, Fort Worth, TX US
Mangrove ecosystems are of critical importance, yet are disappearing around the world at an unsustainable rate. We can't afford to lose any more. All of my tourism these days is ecotourism, so destruction of habitat will make it much less likely for me to visit.  Ken Hartman, Houston, TX US
protect your forests  ami ringler, n/a, MD US
Now that I can afford to take a vacation, I find to my deep sorrow and dismay that much of the beautiful, natural world, has been destroyed, that is: developed! Big hotels, concrete, destroyed habitat, ruined natural beauty--these are things I wish *never* to see, much less, vacation in! I consider such development to be the most offensive of crimes.  kathy holland, jamaica plain, MA US
I really would rather visit this island as it is now with it's beauty and wildlife than to go there for an unnecessary 5 star hotel which would destroy this important marine environment.  Donna Bennett, Birmingham, -- GB
Development needs to be stopped!  Laura Russell, Ocean Park, WA US
We all need to be part of the solution and overdevelopment means everyone loses.  Ken Bruer, Santa Barbara, CA US
So beautiful were the Islands but now they are Codo and row home blunders..Protect Your Islands and space..You do not need more..You are running out of space and then what?  Shelly Beckett, Lehighton, PA US
Please do not allow the destruction of British Virgin Islands Marine Area. It is very important that we keep our wild life safe, so that they can thrive.  Ashley Thieman, Fairborn, OH US
I think your clientele, myself included, would appreciate more ecologically sound tourism which would also benefit your natural resources.  Lisa Whalen, Kettering, OH US
Loosing the beautiful natural lands is forever. There are fancy hotels everywhere.  Elizabeth Cotton, Encinitas, CA US
We no longer live on an earth that should prioritize private profit over the natural environment and ecological processes that it supports.  Kathleen Linder, Maybell, CO US
Please preserve this ecosystem for future generations to enjoy.  Jillana Laufer, Studio City, CA US
The Virgin Islands have long been one of our most precious natural resources. We must protect them from over-development. Please protect Beef Island's ecosystem.  Cynthia Eggert, PhD, North Adams, MA US
This is a most lovely Place .And it needs to stay that way.Please help save it.  Michelle HC, North Platte, NE US
Marine areas need our protection to survive.  Donna Udell, Tucson, AZ US
Mangroves are home for fish and also protect against hurricanes. Damaging or destroying this beautiful area for short term profit is awful. Please prevent this development. Thank you!  wells eddleman, Durham, NC US
Can we preserve SOMETHING, please?!  Amy Jones, Louisville, KY US
Please understand that the visitors who sail and vacation on Tortola and its pristine waters will be deeply offended by a project such as this and will take their business elsewhere. Beef Island is the wrong place for this massive and destructive development.  Paula Myles, St John, VI US
Nature is beautiful and healing. Turn it into a resort and you cheapen, pollute and destroy it. It is fragile. leave it the way it is.  ANITA ABERNATHY, AURORA, CO US
The world doesn't need another golf course, but it does need thriving ecosystems.  John T. Compton, Rhinebeck, NY US
i got married in st john and returned there last summer. we took a day trip around the bvi and loved the natural beauty. please don't spoil that.we are hoping to planning a longer trip to the bvi soon.  jason cummings, chapel hill, NC US
IT IS ORDERED TO Rt. Hon. Ralph T. O'Neal, Premier of the British Virgin Islands, THAT THIS HABITAT AND ITS INHABITANTS STAY PROTECTED. ANYTHING LESS IS NON COMPLIANT WITH COMPASSION SHOW PROPORTIONATE TO ALL WHO TURN A BLIND EYE.  THE PHOENIX, San Francisco, CA US
Please consider the damage this could result in.  Val DeGrace, Saranac Lake, NY US
Common Sense And An IQ Over 50!!!!!  Patrick Adcock, Norfork, AR US
This is a very important mangrove ecosystem, and very sensitive. This development is unnecessary and irresponsible  Edel Greene, Ennis, -- IE
This is simply a HORRIBLE plan...we MUST protect what is left of our fragile sealife...waters and shorelines!  Valerie Hildebrand, Winnipeg, -- CA
So you still haven't figured out that humans are destroying the planet? Do you care?  Beverly Rolfsmeyer, Philadelphia, PA US
Protect our environment. We have to share the world with every other living thing on it. We can't take what we want just because we want to have it.  Aaron Sumner, Flint, MI US
My wife and I started to learn to sail in the BVI when we were 55 years old. We sailed there a number of times of the years including returning to the BVIs. We loved the still love the place (although our sailing days are over -- we are both 74 and have medical problems). It is a beautiful place, and one of its beauty is that it was local--the restaurant peope were only BVI residents, the islands are so natural, and it was natural compared to the American VIs. You have a natural gem for lots of people to enjoy. Pllease do not turn it into just another Caribbean island. It is unique, and you must preserve that uniqueness and beauty.Do not turn Beef Island into another American Virgan Island or make it into another overbuilt and uninteresting island. Thank you, Marshall Kaplan and Harriet Elkind  Marshall Kaplan, New York, NY US
Is there not another spot you could put your hotel? Destroy your ecosystem and who will want to visit?  Sandra Reese, Springfield, MO US
Please, humans do not need to develope every inch of this planet. The same money could be used to benefit already developed areas by cleanig them up, making them more modern and better for the enviroment and for tourists.  Nancy Hanks, Wyoming, MI US
Natural beauty is better than development.  Tessa Hall, Batavia, IL US
With the global market in it's current downward spiral. Your project wont justifide the investment of both money and nataural resources. Coral can't be rebuilt.  James Berryhill, Vero Beach, FL US
We developed enough of various countries into resorts etc. and destroyed the natural beauty as it is on this planet. Leave this area alone !  Kim Hall, Mokena, IL US
We need to protect delicate ecosystems and not disturb them with damaging developments like this.  Emma Carvell, Romford, AK GB
Mankind's involvement in the Global Warming Crisis is damaging enough on the marine ecosystems!  Alex Ross, Mount Vernon, IL US
Please protect this beautiful ecosystem.  Anthony Davis, Des Moines, IA US
When are we going to stop taking something beautiful and turn it into a monster?  Kathryn Rose, Denver, CO US
Dont destroy those beautiful islands!  Dianna Dennis, Spring Hope, NC US
Please do not allow the destruction of this beautiful ecosystem!!  Dianne Potter, Springfield, IL US
Please protect the beauty and wildlife that lives in this wonderful place. There are plenty of resorts in the world, but very few wonders of nature left. Show the world that habitat is important.  Dawn Velez, Somerset, WI US
Please see this area is left alone. We don't need another hotel, but we do need a pristine environment,  Gail Francis, Brea, CA US
Development of this kind on Beef Island would be an atrocity. Please don't do it. I've seen the mangroves on Antigua destroyed and it is not a pretty scene nor is it healthy for the environment.  tricia taylor, dillon, CO US
Protect the marine area and stop the development!  Michael Haskell, Scarborough, ME US
I have visited the American V. I. and I have sent my daughter to a camp based in the British V.I. You have a treasure beyond dollars. Preserve it for your citizens and the world.  Betty Whisnant, Rocky Mount, NC US
Please consider conserving this area.  Terrance Hutchinson, California City, CA US
Save what you can. There is no other planet we move go to.  Thomas Panto, Gaffney, SC US
So many areas have been destroyed by development. Hawaii is turning into a dump for the land and wildlife being wiped out. Say "NO"  Richard Harlos, Mesa, AZ US
We don't need anymore golf courses in the world!  Eric Evinczik, Buffalo, NY US
Do we alsolutely have to cover every part of the world with greed so no one can truly enjoy the beauty?  Carolyn Hart, Mesa, AZ US
Please listen to the people.  mary Waltner, Chicago, IL US
Enough already! of tourism and abuse of natural resources and wilderness.  Dianna Bennett, Hilton Head Island, SC US
Coral is threatened everywhere - don't destroy any reefs.  Beth Robinson, Clarksville, TN US
I urge you to use your power, position, and influence to control development in this sensitive area. Although business and tourism are important for economic reasons and leisure opportunities, it seems to me that the health of our planet is of even greater importance.  Ronda O'Bryant, Butler, PA US
development for tourism is not what we need on the planet. we need to take care of the earth and environments, find viable alternative energy sources and clean up the horrid messes we have already made.  g bilwin, bend, OR US
The environment is a lot more important than a short vacation!  Allison LiCalsi, Somerset, NJ US
Please do all you can to preserve precious, irreplaceable habitat and ecosystem.  Paulette Zimmerman, St. Louis, MO US
Dr Premier O'Neal, as a former resident of St Thomas for over 20 years and a regular visitor and producer of ad campaigns in the BVI, it pains me to see the BVI making all the same development mistakes as the USVI. The first time I went to teh BVI years ago before the cruise ships came in, I thought it was the most magical place on earth; it is still so special to me. Please ocnsider saving some pristine areas without development. You don;t want Tortoal to be another St Thomas! Sincerely, Louise Kane  Louise Kane, Eastham, MA US
Keep Beef island wild.  Ray Cage, Prescott, AZ US
pl save the Beef island.  renu jagasia, East brunswick, NJ US
more developement doesn't make a place nicer...just the reverse of why people come...  Sylvia Kudirka, St John, -- VI
don't do it, leave it alone  August Hollen, St John, -- VI
How many unspoiled ecosystems in the BVI are expendable? What's the price of getting another one?  Michael Reshetnik, Boulder, CO US
One more development - of what long term value? The Islands' real wealth lies in the unique and irreplaceable ecosystems which gain global significance as other ecosystems fail for lack of protection. Be more clever! SAVE YOURS!  Vic Mayer, Manitowoc, WI US
I  Audrey Lazar, Dallas, TX US
Please preserve the natural beauty of this area and keep it a safe spot for the indigenous fish and wildlife.  Stephen Sloane, Washington, DC US
Think about the legacy you leave your grandchildren.  MArilyn Mackay, St. John, -- VI
If you build in this natural area, I'll be sure to never visit the British Virgin Islands! Develop where you don't damage!  Eldon Ball, Seattle, WA US
I just returned from Beef Island. I heartily support the content of this letter.  Shawn Lonsfjord, New York, NY US
I recognize the allure of economic development but question the soundness of judgment that opts for a resort at the expense of an ecosystem and irreparable harm to the native species.  Jennifer Walsh, Alexandria, VA US
Given all the information in this letter, why on earth would you want to destroy the natural beauty of this island with concrete, asphalt & such? Please rethink your plan for 'progress'.  Nancy Blaschke, Tomah, WI US
Not every island has to be OVER developed to be enjoyed by locals and tourists alike. Some tourists really enjoy a serene and natural environment in which to enjoy nature. That is the kind of vacation that I, and many others I know, like to take. Please don't destroy this island treasure full of wildlife and amazing ecosystems just to turn it into a place like every other island.  K. Durkin, Waterford, MI US
There are so few places left that are unspoiled by man. Can we just leave this special spot be instead of eatinng up every inch of unspoiled land and depriving future generations of knowing their natural world which is their birthrite. What a sad thought - every past generation would know at least a little piece of it - except them.  Roseann Dudrick, Danville, CA US
Why destroy more land for a resort? This is not good, the world need to preserve precious land not build more resorts. the ecosystem is stressed please do not allow this to happen.  Denise L. Moore, Chamblee, GA US
Resorts aren't worth destroying live coral, salt ponds and a mangrove system!  JM Aurnague, Livermore, CA US
why do developers have to destroy everything no matter were or what cost? Oh I know money! Sickening! money is not everything. Natural beautiful untouched land is everything and lasts forever.  Amy Wold, Rochester, MN US
Dear  , Premier of the British Virgin Islands, I am very concerned about threats to the marine environment around Beef Island on the British Virgin Islands. Beef Island boasts important dry tropical forest, and mangroves that are integrated with sea grass, salt ponds and coral reef habitats. The ecosystem of Hans Creek Lagoon, a marine protected area, is crucial for sustaining viable fisheries around Beef Island and throughout the territory. The proposed hotel, marina and golf course complex would destroy this world-class treasure. Beef Island has the most important mangrove ecosystem in the BVI, second in acreage only to far-flung Anegada. All of Tortola's nine mangrove ecosystems have already been decimated or destroyed by development. Mangrove systems provide nurseries for hatchling birds and juvenile fish, homes for lobster and conch and feeding grounds for waders and waterfowl. view more Destruction of the Beef Island ecosystem will be a devastating blow to both the fishing and the tourist industries. The whole ecosystem is important ecologically and economically to both these cornerstones of the BVI's success. Researchers have found up to 80% of all commercially important fish species live in Hans Creek. No other area has such a high recorded diversity. It is a hugely important nursery habitat which supplies other parts of the BVI with big fish. BVI legislation recognizes the importance of the environment. The problem is holding the government accountable and enforcing these laws. International confidence in the BVI's decision-making process has been shaken by several contraventions of the Planning Act. These form the basis of the Virgin Islands Environmental Council's challenge. For example, the Planning Act says that a development has to obey all written laws in the territory, and the Fisheries Regulations says that: "No person shall carry out any development activity, which may or is likely to adversely impact on a marine protected area." Yet the proposed development will devastate Hans Creek Marine Protected Area. Additionally, I am gravely concerned about the Development Agreements that pre-agreed planning permission, and the Order that was passed to allow the Minister alone to approve all developments exceeding USD10m in value. I urge you to review these decisions urgently. An agreement to revisit the process at this stage, as called for by VIEC, would ensure that worldwide confidence is restored in the BVI decision-making process. [Your comment here] view less Sincerely, Michelle Pierce  michelle pierce, winnetka, CA US
Do we really need another huge hotel & golf course?  Vivian Rogers, Southgate, MI US
The earth is battling to survive, and the global ecosystem is fragile enough as it is, crumbling away with the ever-present threat of the extinction of a multitude of flora, fauna and sealife due to man's unquenchable greed. Please, PLEASE stop the development on Beef Island going ahead....we are fast losing the precious heritage we should be leaving for our children and their descendants.  Merthyr Stevens, Swindon, -- GB
I care!  Maricon D., Cavite, -- PH
Surely there are other ways you can generate revenue than by destroying immeasurable life. The ecological impact of flattening this landscape will change it irrevocably, and whatever attraction lies there will be lost. You'll defeat your own purpose, and wreak destruction and death on more of creation than you would care to think about as the effects of your proposed rape and murder of this island ripple out and spread their blight for hundreds of miles. I don't believe there's a place called Hell, but I bet if there is one, you'll go there if you are instrumental in bringing the resort project to fruition. It's an abominable idea. May the gods and goddesses have mercy on your lookin'-for-the-easy-way-out, let's-get-re-elected soul.  Lorraine Emanuele, San Diego, CA US
we are running out of truly beautiful places, please do all you can to protect this one  June Simmons, bourne, -- GB
i have visited the british virgin islands repeatedly. it is very important that their natural beauty and wildlife be protected.  Cavin Leeman, New York, NY US
The environment is very important to our own survival as well.  annette bailey, syracuse, NY US
Developement ruins everything. For the few bucks you will make, opposed to the developer etc., it's not worth it. Please DON"T allow anymore developement on your islands. Improve what's already been developed. Always keep in mind; You don't know what you've got 'till it's gone.  Stephen Sleeper, Bonita Springs, FL US
Protect this fragile ecosystem  Sarita Geisel, Dayton, OH US
Please don't let big industry and money destroy more of the world's shrinking natural habitats!  Angela Riedel, Fenton, MI US
It's been 40 years, but I recall vividly the beauty of this place. It would be a tragedy to lose these irreplaceable ecosystems to this kind of mindless over-development. I pray it may be saved.  Benjamin Hitz, Jr., Santa Barbara, CA US
There are more than enough resorts but very few ecosystems left unspoiled. Lets keep this island a natural sanctuary.  Penny Jellison, Northfield Village, OH US
Trellis Bay is one of your great assets and should not be destroyed!  john fritz wood, Trujillo Alto, PR US
please ask yourself and you will be given the answer . Thank You from us all.  clarisse courcier, kelseyville, CA US
We need to keep big business from ruining our entire world. The corporate greed is slowly killing off our planet and because of our past actions we now have this huge "go green" campaign going on - wake up politicians!!!  Heidi Marcoux, Manchester, CT US
I travel to the Virgin Islands to see pristine and natural island habitat and marine and bird life. I would not come if the island was overdeveloped with resorts and golf courses. Please save beautiful Beef Island and Trellis Bay!  Deb Rohde, Madison, WI US
Please protect the marine environment on Beef Island on the British Virgin Islands. Please reconsider building a new five-star resort that may destroy much of the marine life and birds in that area. I have been to the BVI many times, and have been to Tortola. What I love the most is the scenery and the blue sea, loaded with its beautiful, tropical fish and birds. Please preserve this.  April Terry, Hobart, IN US
Why must we displace everything to expand. We can live anywhere on earth. These small worlds in our world can only exist where they originate. Not just God's plan but years of adaptation has created this ecosystem. Enough!  Marcelle Cole, Madison, TN US
Ecotourism is the way to go.  Amy Robison, Palatine, IL US
I've chartered sailboats twice before in the BVI, and I look forward to doing it again, precisely BECAUSE it's one of the few remaining places that ISN'T over developed.  Peter Brennan, Palm Harbor, FL US
I lived in the Virgin Islands in the early 70's and I am appalled at the destruction of those once beautiful islands and waterways. We need to protect what is left for generations to come.  Julie Goodger, St Petersburg, FL US
please do your part to save our planet Peace and blessings  Humanity Healing, Richmond, VA US
The Virgin Islands are so beautiful and parts are so pristine. Keep it that way please.  Pegeen Thornton, The Villages, FL US
Enough despolation of the environment, please find ways of supporting it, not ruining it. It supports our life systems.  Michelle Ognjanovic, New York,, NY US
A person can visit a resort anywhere, but the beautiful environment you have is special and irreplaceable. Ecotourism is a booming industry, and a much better long term investment than a five star resort. Please protect your environment for all to visit and enjoy!  Megan Gallant, St Joseph, MO US
I have had the great joy of visiting both the British and U.S. Virgin Islands and am accutely aware of their fragility. This sort of resort development would be terribly distructive. I have hope that more lands will be set aside as wildlife reserves with limited tourism, rather than mega-resorts.  Leslie Burby, New York, NY US
We need to leave what undeveloped land we have left alone.  SnowOwl Sor-Lokken, SLC, UT US
Don't let this beautiful natural area be spoiled so it will be enjoyed by only a few!  Lee Taylor, Whitewater, WI US
I urge you not to allow development destroy this most fragile habitat. There is no need for yet another resort in BVI - there are enough. I have vacationed on Virgin Gorda and the entire area is gorgeous. I would hate to see another resort be built, it seems to me it would have a detrimental effect not only on the ecosystem, but tourism in general. I would imagine that you would want to keep the area low key and beautiful for years to come. People go to these places for peace and quiet from their hectic lives, I can't see the point of having an additional influx of people in such a petite environment. I urge you to please protect the most important resource that you have - your marine environment. Thank you  Karen Mastandrea, Fort Lee, NJ US
The World needs reef and so called 'Beef island' to stop nature disintegrating its natural state of harmony with animal lives dependant on that delicate balance. An arbitrary human leisure facility is not a valid enough excuse for the intrusion and impact thrust upon the land. Let nature reside in natural supremacy.. And have RESPECT !! EARTH FIRST !!  Paul Meddows, Kidderminster, -- GB
Realizing that development & tourism is an important economic factor to the BVI, please consider sustainable development that is appropriate and respectful of the unique, irreplaceable BVI environment. Thank you.  K Koogler, atlanta, GA US
There surely is a way the local tourist industry could develop modestly without destroying that which is special about the island. Please do not destroy what you cannot replace.  Valerie Wenzel, Athena, OR US
I guess we all come to a point in our lives when we have to decide what takes priority. And then we come to realize what really matters, and what is just fluff. It's a shame that some think fluff takes priority.  Trapper Carrick, Fort Collins, CO US
Once natural resources are destroyed, they are gone forever. Please consider carefully what is done.  Andrea Haresign, Mount Laurel, NJ US
The world does not need more harmful development. Create an eco-friendly resort that does not imperile wildlife.  Rachel Deierling, Tucson, AZ US
Protecting this lovely area and the special wildlife that call it home is important to me and my family. Please consider our views.  Patricia Coffey, Vincennes, IN US
We all live in the ecosystem and it needs to be protected.  Donald Garlit, Canton, MI US
Please keep the few remaining pristine areas of the Virgin Islands intact! Global warming is already destroying so much coral; do we need to add to this destruction?  Catherine Bolten, Carlsbad, CA US
Premier O'Neal, please keep the British Virgin Islands Marine Area beautiful.  Sean Coder, Columbia, MO US
The proposed development of a resort on Beef Island will do immeasurable damage to marine environment around Beef Island. I urge you not to destroy this treasure.  kitty cardaci, Onancock, VA US
We don't need more resorts, but we do need to protect what little natural habitat and rare animals that we have in the BVI. I have visited Beef Island by boat and that is sufficient and doesn't impact the ecological system.  Dorothea Sierra, East Boston, MA US
PROTECTION  Katie Robinson, Baltimore, MD US
Do we really need another resort?  Dawn Kane, Stayton, OR US
Having been at Beef Island twice in the past I can say that the loss of this unique habitat would be a terrible thing for all, regardless of the positive economic impact I am sure the developers are promoting. Because I work as an urban planner in a municipality I am sure you are faced with the same sort of pressures to ignore the environmental impacts of development that I am. Unless we all stand firm in recognizing that our environments are what people treasure and what they value in our localities, especially a place like Beef Island, we will lose a legacy for our future generations. Please work to assure that any development that occurs is sensitive to the unique habitats which Beef Island has and protects those habitats instead of degrading them. Thank you for your consideration. Barbara Constans  Barbara Constans, Madison, WI US
I believe that people all over the world should be concerned about the possible extinction of any species of marine life or animal on planet earth. We all should do what we can to preserve their habitat and the environment around it!!! Perhaps there is another alternative!!! Golf courses, especially, take up the use of too much land and would use up too much up of the environment and habitat that the birds and other animals need. There must be some way to incorporate a hotel without having a marina that would disturb and destroy the marine creatures that live in the water and the precious mangrove systems and tropical forests of the Beef Island area. I don't think the developers who want to get in there and build are thinking about the environment and the habitat of the birds, marine life, and other creatures that live there!!!!! Thank you kindly!!!!!  Brenda Pope, Seattle, WA US
Premier Ralph T. O'Neal, Sir..please do not develop Beef Island. consider the damage that will be done to one of THIS WORLD'S islands.  Greg Phillips, Saranac Lake, NY US
After experiencing the relentless greed and life-sucking building development of Bermuda in recent years, I can attest to the devastating destruction of not only the environment, but also the quality of life for both residents and visitors. I ended up leaving Bermuda because of all the greed, overpopulation, and noise pollution. This development would be a dreadful and regretful blunder.  Elizabeth Gould, Hanover, NH US
a planned five-star hotel, marina and golf course are threatening the existence of this area  Donna Thomas, Sebastian, FL US
This plan is akin to selling your future for a short term "present". The fertilizer and fresh water needs of the resort will outstrip the local resources and effectively poison what brings tourist to your islands: the wildlife.  james lung, venice, CA US
We have so few areas like this remaining in the world. I beg you to consider taking action to preserve this unique wetlands area which supports so many kinds of wildlife.  Neela Patel, Belmont, CA US
Please leave the land to the animals !!!!  Christine Holder, Bolton, -- GB
Please, never allow this to happen. Thank you!  Sylvia Rodriguez, New York, NY US
Eco-tourism would be a better bet for the investors concerned. The world doesn't need yet another golf course, hotel and marina complex which will be under utilized at best. We do need all our intact ecosystems, however, and it is your task to help all concerned figure out how to get the most benefit from it while maintaining it as is.  Audrey & Robert Whiting, Glen Head, NY US
Natual areas are disappearing all over the world, and these areas are our life support systems! Please reconsider this action. The last thing the planet needs is another golf course!  Margaret Henke, North Tustin, CA US
When will the world's people stand up in the name of what's right for our PLANET, instead of what's right for PROFIT? Got guts?  Sandra Limpert, Louisville, KY US
Please help to conserve this delicate ecosystem. Don't let another natural treasure be ruined for the sake of greed.  Fiona Naticchi, Blackpool, -- GB
Our precious coasts and lands are being destroyed one project at a time. They can be saved one decision at a time. Please do the right thing.  Owen Critchley, Mahone Bay, NS CA
Isn't it time we get back to nature when vacationing? have the ability to show children nature?  Jean McRae, Valdosta, GA US
Dear  , Premier of the British Virgin Islands, I am very concerned about threats to the marine environment around Beef Island on the British Virgin Islands. Beef Island boasts important dry tropical forest, and mangroves that are integrated with sea grass, salt ponds and coral reef habitats. The ecosystem of Hans Creek Lagoon, a marine protected area, is crucial for sustaining viable fisheries around Beef Island and throughout the territory. The proposed hotel, marina and golf course complex would destroy this world-class treasure. Beef Island has the most important mangrove ecosystem in the BVI, second in acreage only to far-flung Anegada. All of Tortola's nine mangrove ecosystems have already been decimated or destroyed by development. Mangrove systems provide nurseries for hatchling birds and juvenile fish, homes for lobster and conch and feeding grounds for waders and waterfowl. Sincerely, christiangeo  Christian Geo, New York, NY US
Nature...don't hate, save it!  Jesse Lewis, Jasper, GA US
The highest attraction to visiting the Carribean is the unspoiled island marine environment. The biggest tragedy for the British Virgins Islands will happen if you destroy your last main environmental treasure on Beef Island. Destroying Beef Island's ecosystem would also damage your tourism income; I for one would never visit the British Virgin Islands again if the environmental beauty of your islands are replaced by hotels and condos. BVI is no longer attractive to me as a tourist destination if your last valuable marine ecosystem on Beef Island is destroyed and becomes a memory, as what happened to the mangroves on Tortola.  Brian Pike, Cypress, TX US
Please help keep the environment viable so you can be proud of yourself. We want to visit your wonderful island. Thank you.  annette moran, Sparks, NV US
Save what you can and once you destroy the environment that surrounds you it can never be fixed. Think seriously about your most important decision of your life.  Calina Dandy, Sykesville, MD US
The tourism industry is turning down a new road towards 'green' holidays. People no longer want to go to resorts, that have devastated the land around them. We want to stay in eco-friendly holiday destinations spots. Please consider this and the fact that nature is more important than new development.  Celeste Arnold, Cascade, ID US
If we keep violating our planet it will end up violating us.  Eliza Duncan, Auburn, WA US
If you want your country to look like a spanish beach resort - build but it will be your heritage lost!  Maureen Patching, Lois Weedon, -- GB
I join many others in expressing my concern about the proposed development in this natural and beautiful island. Never again will the island recover its ecological importance in your area. I come from another lovely island, Bermuda, which is becoming overdeveloped. I hope your citizens will rethink this project and find a way to meet the local economy in a different way. All the people expressing their concern would be glad to help brainstorm other means of firing your economy. Sincerely, Keren Lomas  Keren LOmas, Tucker's Town, -- BM
May I sugest that the British Virgin Ilands be a national land mark where like in America's Yellowstone national park where visiters can enjoy the natural beauty of the BVI and have rangers to patrol the land to make suer that everything is litter and pollutant free.  Loni Sipes, Sacramento, CA US
The ocean is slowly becoming more and more polluted which many of its ecosystems dying and its waters becoming "dead zones". We must protect the small percentage of untainted ocean we have left!  April Smith, Seattle, WA US
Why destroy beauty for garbage?  sherry simmons, Canon City, CO US
It is your duty as an elected official to protect your countries environmental heritage. Please do not proceed with this proposed development  Lynne Holmes, Hamilton, -- BM
I someday want to travel to the Islands. My grandchildren would love to see the beauty as well. Thank you for saving the British Virgin Islands. Sharon King Singer/Songerwriter  Sharon King, owensville, MO US
Please leave this beautiful place free and available for study and just plain BEAUTY...why do we have to make money on every scrap of land!!! Enough!  nan stevenson, Saint Paul, MN US
Please do not proceed with this project. We love Beef Island and Trellis and, in fact, the whole of the BVI. My daughter Karin learned her sailing skills there and eventually became a midest (US) champion racer at Univ of Michigan. Please retain the island in the most pristine state possible.  Arthur McBride Block, San Juan, -- PR
Have you ever heard of Ecovacations  Raymond Collins, Miami, FL US
I love the Virgin Islands but I don't want it ruined just for tourists like me. And if it is ruined, you will lose tourists like me!  Grace Agnew, Highland Park, NJ US
Maybe your government needs to focus on developing eco-tourism instead of paving over the beauty you already in the name of "progress"!!!  Jerry Wilson, Finleyville, PA US
Dear Premier.....it is so important to look at protecting our environment......if we destroy precious habitat at the expense of the almighty dollar it will ultimately come back and haunt all of us....particularly your and my hiers.....please don't allow this project through!!  Wolcott Outerbridge, Hamilton, -- BM
Why do we insist on destroying nature and the ecosystem to make money and encourage our hedonistic lifestyles? These places will only be AVERAGE without the beauty of nature.  Anne Lucas, Metairie, LA US
Please help to protect this world treasure. Please do not allow it to be built up with a hotel, marina and golf course and keep it pristine to maintain the health of marine and islands ecosystems! Thank you for your time!  Charlene Cifuentes, Virginia Beach, VA US
FPlease don't build this resort!  Sandra Carr, Birmingham, AL US
Destroying those natural resources and all that beauty would be a tragedy. You can keep that from happening.  Rhiamon Shae, Tucson, AZ US
We Need More Conservation of Natural Resources World Wide; Not Destruction for Rich peoples playgrounds.! Let them Float thier Resort.!  Rod Gesner, Port Orchard, WA US
let the coral be! dont build condo, hotel;s etc!  sandra atkinson, ft walton beach, FL US
In the end it doesn't matter how much money you make if you have ruined the land you live in.  Sherry Saunders, Pilot Point, TX US
Please don't do this to a beautiful area. The world is running out of natural beauty - stem the tide!  Van Badham, Newtown, -- AU
This eco system is irreplaceable Please do not distroy it.  Valeria Holloway, London, -- GB
I actually sort vacation destinations for ecofriendliness and prefer to financially support positive communities.  Heather Muzzy, Lake Orion, MI US
PLEASE LEAVE THIS BEAUTIFUL ISLAND AS IT IS!!  SALLYANN ROSE, LONDON, -- GB
Please let us think of future generations and our precious one and only earth.  Desiree Howells Howells, London, -- GB
What a waste of beautiful land...Leave this land alone!!!  Sarah McConnaughey, Mesquite, NV US
A little piece of this world is being destroyed every day. How long before there is nothing left?  Trish Kirby, Leicester, -- GB
from boi tech companies ruining our food with GM, we dont need land spoils also  paul whitrod, plaistow, -- GB
This area of natural beauty, including precious wildlife needs to be protected. We have a responsibility to the natural order, and to stop damaging the planet.  jonathan murray, manchester, -- GB
please dont take this beautiful island and turn it into another rich mans paradise ,leave the earth alone and think of the wildlife that are depending on this.  claire hillman, Brighton And Hove, -- GB
Please leave the Islands as they are. There is far too much destruction of wildlife habitation in the World already.  Ann Hadfield, Weston-super-mare, -- GB
I have just come back from Mauritus - I grew up there - and what a dump that has become in the name of tourism.  fiona Gilbride, London, -- GB
Why are you letting the greed of developers ruin this world; hasn't recent history taught you anything? What about the eco-system? What about your integrity? Don't let your greed ruin your reputation further.  Christine Standing, Oxford, -- GB
This development should not be considered. We have lost so many irreplaceable treasures on this planet already. Please do not allow this.  Marjorie Kemish, Romsey, -- GB
please dont spoil this place ..let some things stay as they are!!!!! let our children have some things left alone not spoilt please !!!!!!!  maralyn pearson, alcester, -- GB
No hotel or resort or any amount of money or business it brings is not worth ruining something that is naturally meant to be there. Resorts are replacable, nature isn't.  Sarah A'Court, Blyth, -- GB
Instead of destroying the world, and wanting to control nature, why not learn to live along side it ?  Paul Ronald, Rhondda Cynon Taf, -- GB
Dont do it. The future will NOT thank you for it if you do.  Patrick Crossfield, Llangaffo, -- GB
DO NOT DESTROY THIS BEAUTIFUL AND IMPORTANT TO WILDLIFE AREA.  Janet Donovan, Dover, -- GB
Yet again, a mindless and 'big ego' development has been planned on 'wasted' land. however you are sporting an absolutly amazing environment on that land with spctacular wildlife that you should be proud to say you care for. If ths development is due to financial issues, what about hosting environmental lodges and holiday sites. Plenty of islands can host dreamed up and rediculous holiday complexes but you could host amazing wildlife ventures like no other island. it will cost less as you wont be destroying 2/3 of the island to build it and you will be unique and special. Please dont go ahead with this build, enough of this worlds beauty has been destroyed allready thanks to us, why seek to destroy all that is left? Thank you  Sarah Nethercoat, Beverley, -- GB
Please cosider the effect you are having on the future of our planet  Helen Fernee, Wrexham, -- GB
protect the natural beauity. Stop thinking about money  Clay Becker, Palm Beach, FL US
TOO MANY SPECIES ARE DYING-OUT WORLWIDE BECAUSE OF MAN`S INDIFFERENCE AND SELFISHNESS.,PROTECT YOIUR UNIQUE WILDLIFE-GIVE IT A CHANCE.THIS IS ITS ONLY HABITAT!  MARGARET PRICE, WORCESTER PARK,SURREY., -- GB
Micro ecosystems have their effect on the macro. Each is a link, affecting the one above. The planet needs our help, every bit as much as we depend on the planet...and remember - save the Earth, it's the only planet with chocolate.  Eleanor Wilson, Banbury, -- GB
For goodness sakes! Why do the politicians etc never listen and learn. This precious world needs protecting not developing for leisure and greed. Do not destroy yet another part of this beautiful fragile planet.  Helen Griffiths, Treflach, -- GB
DONT DO IT !!! THINK OF ALL THE WILDLIFE THAT RELY ON THIS AREA !!!  Stephen Donovan, Dover, -- GB
Sir, Please allow common sense to prevail and help save your beautiful Island from the endless greed of mankind.  Allen Silver, London, -- GB
Sir, please have a care for the environment and for the beauty of your Island - dont spoil it  malcolm laming, Harpenden, -- GB
Please do not destroy this special part of the world and it's wildlife.  Nigel Taylor, Christchurch, -- GB
Dear Sir Would it bepossible to think less of toursim developments and think more of the marine ecosystems and all the unspoiled beauty that this can bring to the the toursit's who travel thousands of milles to your island just to see this unspoiled eviroment. please try and do the right thing for your island, and try not to destroy it!!  Helena Melaneo, Antwerp, -- BE
Please think about the long term damage to the eco system. Money is not everything!  Sharon Austin, Norwich, -- GB
Please do not destroy soch an amazing place. If you allow this development, when you realise what you did was was so wrong, it will be too late.  Julie Richards, Llangadog, Carmarthenshire, -- GB
MR. O'Neal, Please give thorough consideration. to this petition.  Rongab Denesha, San Leandro, CA US
please do not destroy another part of our earth we need this stopped!  bridget taylor, colchester, -- GB
The reason people come to see this beautiful place is because of the natural beauty. Please preserve what's left of it.  Daniel Schneider, Ventura, CA US
Please do not allow this massive development to go ahead for short term financial gain - consider very carefully the long term environmental devastation that will result from this scheme, and whether that sits comfortably with you - I sincerely hope not!!  Dave Rodway, St Albans, -- GB
let nature alone. There are other places to put up our luxury hotels and large boats. Let us preserve nature and the beauty in this world for our grandchildren and beyond.  androulla salhani, london, -- GB
This idea was proposed in the Dalaman Region of Turkey a few years ago and was subsequently thrown out due to what might have turned out to be the destruction of the turtle population breading there.Be brave Premier O'Neal and just say no to any development of one of your countries greatest assests  Margaret Pieri, Lytham St Annes, -- GB
Economic development doesn't mean wrecking the Ecosystem. I'm not rich enough to visit your Islands, but I can speak for the future, when an ecosystem might sustain your way of life. Time and again, economic systems have failed through short-sighted disregard of the ecosystem that sustains a locality. In past ages, markets used to be no closer than six miles so that the produce from one locality could be fairly traded at one or more local markets. Money is not a produce, it's the means whereby you gauge output. When the ecosystem has gone, why would anyone visit your beautiful islands?  Robert Orme, Gloucester, -- GB
Please do not destroy this beautiful area there must be many other places a marina etc could be built - once this is destroyed then it can never return - just for the sake of profit - where is your God...  helen howson, barnet, -- GB
Please, your Honour, do not allow this development to go ahead. There are so many places to build, and so few pristine sites so wonderful as this one left in our world. I'm shocked to hear that such a development would even be considered, especially flying in the face of the environmental protection laws in place! Yours respectfully, David Williams  David Williams, Ludwigshafen am Rhein, -- DE
If the smallest places go down the drain the whole world will follow !!  Howard MARKS, MANCHESTER, -- GB
SAVE WHAT NATURAL BEAUTY YOU HAVE AND DO NOT DESTROY IT LIKE THE REST OF THE WORLD,  glyn whitehouse, walsall, -- GB
I was born in Bermuda and am aware of the importance of the reef to wildlife. The asinine destruction of many of the world's delicate eco systems is leading the world towards disaster while failing to reap the benefits the developers promise. Don't allow this development to go ahead.  Paul Doughty, Fleet, -- GB
Please stop this development, we cannot keep destroying our wildlife and marine life. In the UK they are diverting roads underground where they have cut through natural sites in order to restore habitats to encourage species back and to survive. Without nature, there is no future.  J Cooper, New Milton, -- GB
Finally, I would like to point out that encouragement of such long-haul flight tourism adds disastrously to climate change through aviation emissions into the upper atmosphere.  Rod Walters, Abergavenny, -- GB
I teach students at the University of Dundee on topics concerning humanity's relationship with nature. What is being envisaged for Beef Island is a terrible example of the greed that ruins this relationship. Please don't let it happen.  John Mullarkey, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, -- GB
PLease don't spoil any more natural habitats, for the sake of money- money WILL NOT be able to replace this beautiful eco system, when it has gone forever! Thank you for listening  Sarah Burrows, St Agnes, -- GB
Please show the world you have the courage to say no!  Mike Cox, Reading, -- GB
Stop building over our world!!!!  gEORGIE lacey, southampton, -- GB
When will you people stop, when you have no green left or no animals to destroy, nature will destroy all of us in time, you will never win  fiona birnie, southampton, -- GB
How will generations to come view your policies of today? Changes of this nature are irreversible.  Alan Deverell, littlehampton, -- GB
If this goes ahead it will help to destroy your natural heritage and will be yet another nail in the coffin of the planets biodiversity  Darren Matthews, Nottingham, -- GB
The world has enough hotels and golf courses - we don't have enough marine protected areas - PLEASE don't destroy the ecosystem of Hans Creek Lagoon and neighboring Beef Island - say NO!  Sandra K-Stanley, Petaluma, CA US
Natural is best and far more eco friendly. Please leave it that way so we can all enjoy it, not just those with boats.  Lawrence Wright, Peterborough, -- GB
How can I express to others who are not concerned with their environment? Its very sad and frustrating knowing that the human race has the ability to destroy an ecosystem without hesitation or reserve... For those who are in the practice of caring for the earth...let your voice be heard  Jacquelyn evans, Newport, -- GB
Why do people want to visit these islands....yes...because they are natural and unspoiled! Why damage the environment with tourists and lose what attracts them there in the first place! We need to save our planet and its endangered species. We need to stand up against this development and destruction of wildlife before it's too late!  Carole Cutmore, Sunderland, -- GB
please lets protect what we can, the world's natural places are running out fast  harriet thomas, london, -- GB
The building of a luxury hotel and marina will had a devastating impact upon your citizens.  James Hynes, Mold, -- GB
once this natural beauty is lost its gone forever. And future generations will look back at you and say what were these poeple thinking of. Some legacy !!  Alan Bush, london, -- GB
please stop this injustice against our already suffering world.  fay cronin, arnhem, -- NL
More and more, I become aware of irreversible losses - the deforestation in Indonesia for Palm oil, the loss of habitats and civil liberities. All of these losses, once they occur cannot be easily rectified. Development at Beef Island will destroy habitat for ever. With the greatest respect I ask you to intervene to save the habitats under your care.  Martin Firrell, London, -- GB
saving a eco system will have a positive impact on the area and for the future of our world  RICHARD LONGSTAFF, mansfield, -- GB
I understand your need for economic stability in the Virgin Islands. However, adding to climate chaos will mean only very short term benefits to your economy. Dealing with the damage will be much more costly.  Christine Leonard, St Neots, -- GB
This is a disgrace and mustn't be allowed to happen.  Alison Campling, Spalding, -- GB
Money is temporary, extinction is forever, and the jobs created by this new development will put your population humiliatingly at the feet of the most arrogant, selfish, destructive people on the planet - the mega-rich. If you have any self-respect or care for your people, resist this.  Elizabeth Brandow, Leicester, -- GB
Don't do this. It is unecessary and pointless. Apat from profiteering of course. Please don't  Karen Wenborn, Thornbury, -- GB
You would be destroying more than you understand, and more than you can ever put back. The development is, by its nature, a thing with a limited lifespan. Have some thought for future generations.  Jim Farley, Edinburgh, -- GB
Please protect the mangrove ecosystem in the BVI.  Mark Heaton, Earls Clone, Essex, -- GB
What are you thinking?! Are we not learning any lessons :-(  Tracey Kinsey, Caldicot, -- GB
stop mega boats  deborah vernon, leeds, -- GB
In these days where we are loosing so many species of animals and plants, please help to protect this piece of our world. Thank you.  Chantal Bourgonje, Burbage, -- GB
We cannot replace what we have destroyed, please think carefully about your proposal. Thank you.  Robin Dredge, Geddington, -- GB
As a councillor on a small English Island I really do sympathise.  Graham Pearce, Ryde, -- GB
I hope Karma comes around to those involved  GnS L-, Fareham, -- GB
PLEASE stop this insanity!!!!  Jackie Juno, Newton Abbot, -- GB
How sad to think that a hotel marina and golf course is deemed more important than to concerve our very precious enviroment and mamals, its all about a fast buck , once its gone we cant get it back, its outrageous and needs to be stopped.  sandra Helliwell, poulton le fylde, -- GB
Important, natural, and peaceful habitats must be protected. Build your marina beside an oil terminal  Thomas Martin, Stanhope C. Durham, -- GB
I would like to ask that you help to stop the development of Beef Island and to ensure that the government adheres to the procedures set forth in law. Please help protect this world treasure. The health of marine ecosystems is important to our world! You can make a big difference, please do!  elayne o'neill, Rochester Kent, -- GB
If people keep chasing the money by developing sites like this then there pretty soon will be no more pristine sites to visit.  Martin Dimmock, Newcastle Upon Tyne, -- GB
Please take advice from environment experts and find another way.  Valerie Franks, Northampton, -- GB
The world does not need any more luxury marinas or huge hotel complexes. I am not against wealthy people enjoying life, but not if wildlife and the environment are destroyed in the process. We need to think in terms of the survival of our planet and it's true assets.  jan trinick, fordingbridge, -- GB
PLease keep your islands unspoilt. You dont know what you have got until its gone!  Gill Wright, Middlesex, -- GB
It is essential that we preserve the world's natural riches. Your islands are not only beautiful, but include a rich variety of natural life and ecosystems. Please do not join other areas of the world that are stripping away this inheritance for our children and successive generations.  Michael Poynor, Limavady, Northern Ireland, -- GB
I THINK IT IS A DISGRACE. A PLACE OF BEAUTY AND HABITAT FOR WILD LIFE IS GOING TO BE DESTROYED FOR THE SAKE OF SOME WHERE TOO PARK YOUR BOAT AND PLAY GOLF. THIS MUST STOP IMMEDIATELY.  KEITH SWINDELLS, macclesfield, -- GB
how much more of the environment needs to be destroyed by some developer for the rest of us to take the blame.  r manek, pinner, -- GB
Please no destruction of the marine environment. Once gone it will never come back.  Margaret Williams, Sutton, -- GB
dear premier o'neal, please think about the impact of this development on beef island enviroment and it's wild life. As you are well aware, the ecosystems(naturale enviroments) on this planet are at a fast pace being eroded and destroyed. this is all in the name of money, I feel this is such a short term and selfish view, that has already impacted on the planet in a very negative way, it would be so wonderfull to think that the ecosystem of the mangrove and hans creek lagoon, be left intact for future generations, I think it takes a special person to stand up for the protection of area's of the planet and it creatures, A person of vision. Many tribal peoples would conserve and protect the land, they would talk about preserving the land for peoples in the future, of seven generations. I think you have within you, premier o'neil, that same vision for your beautiful part of this amazing planet we call home. I thank you for your time, for listening to my voice, one of many, Yours truly, Mr J,Cattell.  john cattell, southampton, -- GB
Please please leave the pleace in peace!!!! we are killing so many plants and animals... grabing our selfs from nautral wilde places.  Daria Wilanowicz, London, -- GB
Don't let commercial greed spoil forever the uniqueness of your beautifulpart of the world. That is what we travellers, and your visitors, come for ... It is not necessary to build a 'rich mans' playground which would change forever the natural balance you enjoy.  Lyn Hills, Cardiff, -- GB
How can you consider selling your environment for a 'fistful of dollars'? Eco-tourism is on the rise so promote the beauty of your island. There are enough bland hotels, marinas and golf complexes around the world. When these tourists desert you for a new destination you will just be left with destruction.  Sue Baumgardt, Hove, -- GB
Please don't allow the destruction of a special area like this just so that the rich few can play golf! There are 1000's of golf courses and 5 star hotels in the world - but only one Beef Island. If tourism is needed, surely the eco route would be far more beneficial.  Carole Smart, Bedfont, -- GB
A planned five-star hotel, marina and golf course are threatening the Marine Area. Thise peaceful Haven must be protected.  carla perkins, whaplode drove, -- GB
All these areas are precious to our whole being and existance- please be true to your higher soul- let it be...  John Evans, Greens Norton Towcester, -- GB
This is a completely disgusting proposal.Simple as  Alex Mackie, Chichester, -- GB
Having working in the Caribbean and the Virgin Island in the tourism industry, I know the beauty and diversity of the area. I think it is more important to conserve the areas we have left rather than build yet another luxury Caribbean Resort. Please save this area while you can!  Rachel Geddes, Claredale Street, -- GB
I had planned another luxury holiday this year but now i understand the cost to the environment i will not be spending my money in any of these resorts again.  Carrie-Anne Cummings, Inverness, -- GB
Once destoyed it can never be brought back.  Ray Kenyon, Cottingham, -- GB
please consider the environment  steve barnes, brighton, -- GB
Please preserve the beautiful reefs and lagoons - there are so few left and there are lots of luxury resorts - think long term and protect the environment.  Kevin Gallagher, Cobham, -- GB
WHY DESTROY ALL OUR NATURAL PLACES OF BEAUTY!!!  james prior, ESSEX, -- GB
we need to save our planet, not destroy it with unnecessary developments. think of the wildlife, and the planet.  Tracy Ramsden, Queensbury, West Yorkshire, -- GB
I was shocked to read this email regarding Beef Island, and I only hope that this is not true - but I fear it is. Please please consider the environment above profits and development.  June Tranmer, York, -- GB
keep the island undeveloped;  Ricardo U. Berg, Los Angeles, CA US
Please don't let this unnecessary destruction of Beef Island take place, it's in your power to stop it, please do.  Kathleen Hutchinson, Darwen, -- GB
Please don't destroy this beautiful place. It isn't worth the sacrifice.  Caroline Johnson-Marshall, London, -- GB
Dear Premier, We do not need more golf courses and luxury hotels but we do need to protect our precious enviroment.  Muriel Passmore, South Croydon, -- GB
Please protect the precious habitat that remains - don't let it be forever spoiled.  Dawn Hart, Paignton, -- GB
Isn't it time that we stopped thinking only of profit. How much money do we need? When all of the earths natural habitat & creatures are gone, whats all this paper money going to do for us. Come on, WAKE UP PEOPLE!!  Jeremy Watson, Berwick, -- GB
The damage this project will do, will not be noticed until it is to late to save the beauty of nature that is under threat. And then you will see the desert that this will create, death and destruction. Regards, ATFlynn.  Anthony  Thomas Flynn, Nr. Norwich.  Norfolk, -- GB
I beg you to concentrate on ecotourism instead of environmentally damaging holidays for the rich and conscience-less!  Diane Jeary, Melton Mowbray, -- GB
Please stop killing this very important ecosystem. God designed it for a reason - so, why do you think you have the right to destroy what He made?  Jan Andersen-Page, Eastleaze, Swindon, Wiltshire, -- GB
let the tourists enjoy this natural beauty as it is, there are enough built up tourist resorts around the world, this would only take away essential business from resorts already established. listen please. good wishes and love to you all, Andy Barrett.  andy barrett, ramsgate, -- GB
We must take better care of our planet and it wildlife - its too late when its gone!  Vera McCarthy, Caerphilly, -- GB
During this time of global concern about climate change and global warming, the damage of any aspect of protected ecosystems is a direct slap in the face of all the people who work to protect all species including man. STOP this development and offer them an alternative site, with consultation with ecologists.  L Charles, London, -- GB
please dont let the fact that tourism will boost the island economy blot out the fact the this complex will destroy the living habitat of some of earths most precious inhabitants and several endangered ecosystems. To gain money by destruction is abhorrent.Mans footprint on this earth has destroyed enough let it stop NOW!  Kathleen Shipley, Sunderland, -- GB
Premier O'Neal Please be remembered as the man who saved a small part of our world from greed, in the name of progress,and think again about why someone like me,an old woman who will never see Beef island cares about what will happen if this important link in the ecological chain.  Jean Sharp, Bristol, -- GB
There is very little of the world that has not been destroyed by man to the detriment of nature - please use your influence to protect Beef Island.  Sally Place, Stockton on Tees, -- GB
Please protect the animals and environment.  Wendy Keelan, London, -- GB
'The Earth is The Lords and The Fulness therof. I guess we aught to take care of it' Jim  Jim Mcdermott, Glasgow, -- GB
This proposed development is sheer greed - please do not allow it.  Bruce Campbell, London, -- GB
Please protect your natural beautiful lanscape, for the future generations to enjoy, your might be the last natural beauty. So think on.  Glyn Williams, CAERNARFON, GWYNEDD, -- GB
We do not need another commercial development. What we need is a conscious preservation of our future - our world's natural resources!  Leda Marchant, Southampton, -- GB
The world's Ecosystems are under increasing pressure from human unsustainable activities driving more and more species to the brink of extinction which ultimately will have major impacts on the biodiversity of the planet and the functions of the ecosystem as a whole. Please do not allow this development to happen since surely commercial interest cannot be more important than the negative impacts to BVIs flora and fauna and the ecosystem as whole, it will cause  Malcolm Truman, Southwell Notts, -- GB
You have an opportunity to be the voice for the incredible wildlife species that live on and around Beef Island. For their sake please prevent this hotel proposal from destroying their homes. Yours faithfully, Andrea Smith  Andrea Smith, brighton, -- GB
Please rethink your decision and send this silly idea to the bottom of the sea!  Emma-Louise North, Warwickshire, -- GB
we should be taking care to protect what precious land and species we have, not promoting sites like this that will destroy certain species and the natural habitat that they reside in.  julie steiner, North Yorks, -- GB
Much as I do appreciate your need to balance your financial books, this is surely not the way to go about it. It is not only illigal to go ahead with this scheme it is morally a terrible decision. We cannot calculate the effect of what you intend to allow to happen. Please, rethink this. The world is watching you. With kind regards, Marjolein M Reynolds  Marjolein Reynolds, Borough Green, -- GB
There are far too few unspoiled areas left in the world. Please encourage eco tourism rather than mass development. Golf courses are the last thing that are needed - places where people can find out about the mangrove forests and their unique place in the world's environment would still bring money in, but would not despoil the BVI.  Carla Bowman-Vaughan, London, -- GB
I cannot believe that you wish to completely change the nature of your beautiful, unique island by this huge development that would ruin the whole area. concentrate on what you have - it is perfectly wonderful as it is.  Yvonne Autie, North Creake, -- GB
o my god what is the matter with people like you? you are only interested in making money. STOP THIS NOW. the richer people get, the more selfish they seem to become.  michelle irving, swansea, -- GB
Having seen this kind of destruction due to "development" on the islands of Samui it is a shame to see it keep happening around the world for the sake of the tourist dollar.  jessica finnis, Koh Samui, -- TH
Please protect the environment and dont allow the destruction of a beautiful island occur for greed.  Gemma Rhodes, Harrogate, -- GB
Mangroves ARE needed on this site.  Edmund Brooke, Exmouth   Devon, -- GB
this is upsetting news that anyone would even think of allowing this development.  dean robinson, battle, -- GB
I also believe that since there is climate change destroying parts of the world, it would be great if this exceptional area could be preserved for all the generations now and for those to come.  Andre Bernal, London, -- GB
This habitat deserves to exist, just as we do. We will be worse off without it.  Bryan Graczyk, Syracuse, NY US
When are we going to learn that over development of our planet means the end of vital species which ultimately spells disaster to us all, and just to satisfy the greed of the wealthy few.  Gerard Walsh, Colwyn Bay, -- GB
Whilst acknowledging that decisions have to be made that support employment and the economy of the BVI, there are many examples around the world of resort developments that can protect and enhance the local ecosystem. Please rethink this proposal which due to it's size and nature will ruin the BVI for future generations of it's own people and make it into a ghetto for wealthy tourists who will be ignorant of the impact of their footprint on the islands.  Amanda Wells, Tonbridge, -- GB
Dear Sir Please do not allow this monstrosity to happen, humans are only part of the life on earth and the other species deserve their space too and it is criminal just to build this to satisfy our greed and wealth.  Liz Hopkin, Cambridge, -- GB
Humans continue to destroy the planet. Do we really need more development on these beautiful, unique islands? Please rethink this issue and stop the planned development Vicki Maynard  vicki maynard, Tadworth, -- GB
There are so few pristine places on earth, in a very few yrs pristine untouched nature reserves will be way more valuable to financially and to society as a whole if they are not spoiled.  adam freeland, los angeles, CA US
have some respect for this beautiful place, spend your money defending the environment not destroying it  robert bradford, dover, -- GB
Once destroyed never to return.  jan roberts, crowborough, -- GB
Dear Sir, Please take action to protect the natural habitat of such precious wildlife. Best regards Alex Saint  alex saint, Manchester, -- GB
Please you have to think about wildlife, that is their home,have humans the right to destry nature, just for the sake of greed.we need as much natural land as possible to protect what we have that has been home to living creatures for so long,if this type of thing keeps on man will destroy completely what nature had intended.man will ruin the planet as it is already,save what we have now  Gerry Hart, london, -- GB
The world is being grossly over developed please do not ruin your beautiful country  Michael Guthrie, Honiton, -- GB
Why can't precious, beautiful natural habitats be left alone! Greed is ruining the world!  Tamara Lang, Edinburgh, -- GB
The planet is being destroyed because of "proposed"developments,the ares of Beef Island has so many precious treasures,coral ,birds,mangroves,please Premier O"Neal,once these areas are gone,it is forever.  Norma Oswalt, essex, -- GB
do not spoil anymore of our precious planet,nature at its best,have not humans ruined,destroyed,more and more for money,there will be no more natural wildlife world if man carries on like it is, please do not develop anymore man made buildings etc  Ian Mackay, borehamwood, -- GB
Please don't destroy your beautiful islands.  Ted Whitworth, Downham Market, -- GB
Please leave this habitat to nature. So much of this planet is taken by us why does more of the natural beauty of this world and the creatures who inhabit it have to be destroyed by humans, we've got enough.  julie biddle, manchester, -- GB
Development does not always mean progress, and I suspect that the rewards that this marina is expected to bring to the local populace will not be fully realised. Promises does not bring prosperity. We wish to develop everything, cover the world with concrete and then cannot understand why our environment is suffering. Nature I hope will some day punish us for our greed and avarice, but it will be our heirs that will bear the suffering.  Gethin Evans, Llanbadarn Fawr, -- GB
why on earth is it necessary to build yet one more luxury development when in doing so you destroy the very nature of your inheritance  Cristina EDWARDS, Stoke on Trent, -- GB
It is so easy to destroy and often impossible to mend the damage. Please do not permit this development.  Alison Jackson-Bass, Buxton, -- GB
I'm very very concerned. We have learned our lessons. On the short term it is money we will gain from having the resort but on the long term we will loose out in many ways. This resort can't be built in this precious eco system. I request you to use your power, authority and consious to protect this vital ecosystem.  Marga van Reijn, Ashtead, -- GB
Please do not destroy the marine environment and wildlife. Once we have lost them we will never be able to get them back. They are precious. Consider future generations who may never be able to appreciate what we can.  Patricia Roberts, Tamworth, Staffs, -- GB
we need natural habitat, there is more than enough buildings boats and people, let nature be, let wildlife live  Terry Evans, broxbourne, -- GB
Please do not let mankinds greed destroy something that cannot be replaced  Meg Lyall, Gedney Hill, Nr Spalding, -- GB
this development must be stopped at all costs for the benefit of animals and nature what more really needs to be said?  MARK ANTHONY, chorley, -- GB
PLEASE, DO NOT ALLOW THIS DEVELOPMENT TO TAKE PLACE.  David White, BIZELJSKO, -- SI
i think its wrong to destroy something so precious please think about the animals it should be left alone  lisa glaze, neath, -- GB
Its all very well thinking about the money to be made from tourism, but so much of the world is already affected by other means of disrupting localised environments. Please stop and think about how many species and balanced ecosystems you'll be affecting.  Martin King, London, -- GB
There must also be questions about the commercial viability of this propsed project, since the tourism industry is seriously threatened by the rise in fuel prices. Think again!  Liz Lloyd, Abergavenny, -- GB
In Beef island you have something UNIQUE. Don't spoilt it with yet another of these golf resorts and complex. These can be found anywhere. Beef island is special. don't give in to greed and make it yet another run-of the -mill island resort.  diana henderson, London, -- GB
please do not spoil natural beauty, by putting horribe man made building there, remember mother nature, it is home to much wild life that needs preserving, think before destroying  Deansey Harris, wembley, -- GB
Please do NOT destroy one of the few remaining natural beautiful places on this earth. Thank you.  Jean Gilliard, Bexley, Kent., -- GB
i understand that yours islands need some money coming in but why is it that the desires of the very wealthy come before conservation. encourage some sustainable development because later when climate change bites people who have developed golf courses will be at the bottom of the pile for assistance  d Parkin, bristol, -- GB
Biodiversity is important to us all. Please don't destroy important habitats for unsustainable tourism.  Karen Crawford, Chippenham, -- GB
What a shame to spoil such a beautiful part of the world. Please stop.  Christine Martin, Bedfordshire, -- GB
Surely there are enough lovely places that have already been sacrificed to the pleasure of those of us who can afford to enjoy them. With the planet in an increasing state of impending disaster, the more we conserve, the longer ALL of us will actually have a planet to live on!!!  Elizabeth Rabinowitz, Guildford, -- GB
Break the law today.Be sorry tomorrow  Sir Charles Tomlinson, Nottingham, -- GB
Dear Rt. Hon. T. Ralph O' Neal, I urge you not to go ahead with the development at the Virgin Islands. This is an outstanding island of natural beauty which is beloved and admired world-wide. It would be a great shame to spoil it for the pleasures of a few. Please, be forward looking and stop any further plans for development. Respectfully Ralf Jeutter  Ralf Jeutter, Hove, -- GB
I suggest that there is far more to this world than money! Please do not permit this development.  R J Thirkettle, Ashford, -- GB
What positive benefit to the Earth would this development have? Money is a very influential factor in the decison making i would assume but once the environment at Beef Island has been destroyed there is no going back, which we have discovered to our cost across the globe!  Samantha Young, London, -- GB
With the ever expanding population of the world requiring more and more land, to continuing to erode the habitat of wild life for the creation of luxury holiday resorts for anyone let alone the extremely rich, is definitely out of the question. Nature has to be respected at all costs.  Brian Gamble-Beresford, Eltham, -- GB
The BVI has been developed sufficiently to sustain the future declining tourism industry as a result of peak oil. The environment destroyed by this development will be important to the future of all the children of the BVI. Do not let your legacy be that of naivety.  Mike Jones, Dorchester, -- GB
Dear Rt. Hon. Ralph T. O'Neal, Premier of the British Virgin Islands, Too much of the world is being destroyed by man. Please do not allow this to happen on Beef Island. Yours sincerely Doug Hinsley  Alan Hinsley, Liverpool, -- GB
Sir you have a duty to save and preserve this pristine site is in your care please think about that  mark de-ville, chippenham, -- GB
Enough golf clubs and yachting marinas, its time to save the ecological world not the jet set.put something back if you have all that lovely money save something for a change.  Lilah Islam Burgon, Rotherham, -- GB
Once destroyed, never replaceable.  David Abell, Nottingham, -- GB
Please protect this paradise in a world where unspoilt habitats are diminishing every day.  Ben Parish, London, -- GB
British People are known all over the world for their preservation of heritage and greenery, so now don't start destroying these GOD gifted beauties around the country. Moreover what you have not created you have no right to kill.  Ahsan Ali, London, -- GB
Little by little the world is being destroyed by the greed of the few.  Adrian Bell, Bangor, -- GB
I implore you to consider the ecosystems and human lives that will be affected should you choose to go ahead with development of the British Virgin Islands. These areas of unique biodiversity and natural beauty should be the heritage of our children's children, please acknowledge your responsibility to them and to us all.  Michael Harden, London, -- GB
please protect marine environment  priscilla littmoden, bicknacre chelmsford essex, -- GB
The human has destroyed too much virgin land already it's time this activity was STOPPED.  Dave Beanland, Leeds, -- GB
I implore you not to allow this development to go ahead The world is losing too many of its animal and sealife species and their natural habitats You have the chance to make a name foryourseef and protect this beautiful Island from its rape by man Please think about the mangrove which you have left and preserve it for posterity!!!  Jean Snellling, YORK, -- GB
I realize increasing your country's economy is important to your people, but, saving a fragile environment is also very important.  Meri Lee, Albuquerque, NM US
Isn't there enough luxury resorts in the world already. This is a beautiful place with environmental protection and you want to destroy it just to put money into another builders pocket. Its time to stop and think about the land and habitat thatis being destroyed everytime you allow this sort of place to be built. What is the point of having enviromental protection if you can just over rule it. Maybe you have had a backhander?  Jacqueline Rowley, Worthing, -- GB
Please consider strongly the ecological impacts of this proposal  Caroline Sinclair, Manchester, -- GB
There are plenty of luxury develoments like those but not intact nature anymore. It would be the next step to destroy more of the already dying mother earth. Stop the massacre please.  Eva Matesanz, London, -- GB
Dear Premier O'Neal I have been fortunate enough to visit the BVI and cannot believe that you would allow this development to proceed. Of course tourism is vital to the economy but to cause such a threat to the natural environment which, I may add, is what makes the BVI so special and appealing to tourists in the first instance, will actually be deterimental to the future of tourism and I urge you not to allow these plans to proceed but to reconsider a more eco friendly development such as Virgin looked at in Antigua so as not to impact the environment but at the same time allows for the development of tourism.  Margaux Dodds, London, -- GB
Surely there are less damaging methods of tourism than building a large 5 star hotel and a golf course. Building these feratures will destroy the environment you seek to capitalise on.  Josh Gartland, Alton, -- GB
your beautiful islands are priceless...please look after them.Thankyou.  dill young, sheffield, -- GB
Aren't there enough resorts in the Caribbean already,which remain half empty for most of the year? so why the need of another concret monstrosity ('cause it's going to be one of those eyesores!!!) to ruin an amazing location?  denise castelli, London, -- GB
Dear sir, I am deeply concerned by the proposals to develop a five star luxury leisure complex on Beef Island and the subsequent profound impact it would have on the both the land and marine ecosystems surrounding the Island. It is my understanding that Beef island is home to some of the most important wildlife habitats in the world including an internationally important mangrove system which provides homes for a diverse range of marine species including juvenile fish, lobsters and hatchling birds as well as feeding grounds for waterfowl and wading birds. Beef Island is also crucial in our attempts to preserve the already rapidly diminishing coral population including the endangered Elkhorn coral. The Hans Creek Lagoon is already a marine protected area crucial in providing a fertile habitat within which sustainable fisheries can be developed and maintained. Whilst investing in this 'play ground' for the world's business elite would quite clearly generate vast amounts of revenue for The British Virgin Islands, the legacy of wildlife destruction it would leave for future generations is an unacceptable price to pay. The profound environmental devestation that will occur as a result of building this complex will not be isolated to the immediate area around the British Virgin Islands as there is increasing evidence to suggest that environmental destruction instigates a domino effect; when one area of wildlife importance is irreperably damaged by human interference, it is impossible to contain the devestating effect that this will have on the habitats and species surrounding the area as flora and fauna do not opperate in isolation but are interdependent. Obviously, in a burgeoning World Market, it is crucial that all governments capitalise on the assets they have when looking to generate income for their people, but this proposal is likely to damge the outstanding natural beauty that is key in attracting the exclusive clientel that you are aiming for. Furthermore, the P.R disaster that is likely to ensue as a result of this proposal, is likely to discourage many prospective clients now that preventing environmental destruction has become 'the in thing'. I hope that the mounting international opposition to your development proposals will urge you to reconsider. As custodians to an internationally important marine treasure, I hope that you will take into account the strongly upheld views of the world community and base your decision on the long term protection of the area of outstanding beauty and environmental importance that has been placed in your care. Yours sincerely Ms Helen Proctor.  Helen Proctor, Cornwall, -- GB
I am very concerned that this developer is being allowed to break environmental protection laws. I would like you to consider alternative plans that do not leave such a bleak outlook for the wildlife and envionment of the British Virgin Islands. Regards, Gary bell.  Gary Bell, Bicester, -- GB
Please stop the destruction of this land. We have lost enough species of animals already.  Chloe Lloyd-Hughes, Rumney, Cardiff, -- GB
Please do not let the rich tourist dictate the fate of your beautiful islands. You can help the enviroment to live to live in peace. ours sincerely, Kerry Fletcher UK  Kerry Fletcher, Birling, -- GB
For the love of nature and especially in todays current ecological climate, when will governments take the lead in protecting the environment? For the BVI to sell its soul out to Golf courses and super sized marinas at the expense of its own natural beauty is nothing short of sinful. You can protect the beauty of your own land or sell out to yet more developers and environmental destruction. You can be remembered for taking an ethical stand for beauty and saving the true soul of the BVI. Its in your hands.   Rupert Wakefield, La Coruna, -- ES
I expect you decision makers for the British Virgin Islands have got nice private bits of land for yourselves. How about leaving some for the natural world Mr O'Neal?  Shirley Miller, Denbigh, -- GB
I am sure you already know all this but are choosing to turn a blind eye in order to personally gain financially from the venture.  catherine watts, london, -- GB
You may feel that there are plenty of other places for the animals to breed and grow, but there may be rarer creatures in the ecosystem and every area that is destroyed reduces the numbers in the species and drives them closer to extinction. Please reconsider, for developments such as this affect the whole planet not just the country involved.  Emyr Roberts, Y Felinheli, -- GB
YOUR POSITION IS TO PROTECT THESE ISLANDS NOT DESTROY THEM  KENNETH FISHER, newcastle upon tyne, -- GB
I urge you to be bold and not to sell out to the developers - for the sake of the environment, animals and people.  Diane Smith, Lichfield, -- GB
Frankly, this is awful idea. Too many beutiful unspoilt places are suffering from over developement in this world. I hope our plea does not fall on deaf ears. Thanks for reading. R.Taylor  Robert james Taylor, Cambrige, -- GB
I think the natural beauty of the island should not be spoilt. leave it as nature intended. Unspoilt  Debbie Jones, Tamworth, -- GB
We have only one world. Let's treat it responsibly.  Hilda Meers, Aberdeen, -- GB
Please help to prevent destruction of this planet!  Anne Goas, Bexhill, -- GB
There has been more than enough development in the Virgin Islands already. Please remember that the 21 century is but a tiny dot in the life of the world. We have changed that world enough - PLEASE REMEMBER YOUR CHILDREN AND THE FUTURE WORLD THEY WILL HAVE TO INHABIT.  Derek Cottrill, London, -- GB
THese pristine areas are diminshing - they are much more valuable for the future than another featurless development  Phil Wilkins, Ipswich, -- GB
Expensive yachts will soon have no where beautiful to sail if this kind of indescriminate building and evelopment keeps up. There is room for both, but balance needs to be addressed so that the world can still be enjoyed and support us ALL in future years  jane foster, london, -- GB
Why do you care? in a few years you'll be rich and dead to let someone else take responsibility for your mistakes.  Joe Provis, Hereford, -- GB
It has been proven that mangroves give some protection to coastal areas from flooding (tsunamis etc.) and in addition to all the other objections to this development, this should be taken in to serious consideration.  Thelma Williams, Birmingham, -- GB
Good luck. I,m behind you all the way.  helen ellis, nelson, -- GB
This unique ecosystem MUST be treasured and protected Please help and become a real friend of the Earth  Moyra Martin, Shoreham by Sea, -- GB
Please do not develop and therefore destroy this beautiful ecosystem - a clear sign of greed for profit - we don't need yet another five-star resort...  paul rathbone, Newcastle Upon Tyne, -- GB
The Planet is already in a mess from human development. We must stop now and enjoy what we have left. presevation is what is important. Leave the land to flourish not die out  Peter Thomas, London, -- GB
People aren't happier for having luxuries it's been shown in numerous surveys. The next generation will have little to admire on the planet if this sort of development continues regardless of eco-systems et.c  Margaret Newland, Londn, -- GB
If you do this, you will destroy coral. It's been proven that Corals that have been affected by man-made development have a slim to no chance of recovery because of the chemicals used. Lots of other animals rely on Corals to eat so without Corals, these animals would also be at risk.  Brittany Parsons, Auckland, -- NZ
Please do not allow this development to go ahead.  William Perrett, Stafford, -- GB
This pristine enviroment is vitally important and in the long run of far more value to the islands.  Alison Jacobs, Lincoln, -- GB
you should leave this land alone this is a lovely place.  PHILLIP DYER, liverpool, -- GB
At a time when the world needs to be grappling with cataclysmic changes, you should not be providing a rich person's playground. Set an example and look for better ways to earn much needed foreign currency.  Michael Green, Knighton, -- GB
It is possible to have a resort without distroying the very thing that draws the holiday maker. Why the need for a golf course????? The biggest waste of space, time and money. Why not have a look at other Eco-friendly developements in Australia, for instance or better still - DON'T DO IT AT ALL and LEAVE THE ISLAND ALONE!!  Alexandrea Trebus, CARDIFF, -- GB
Please excuse this incursion into your business but having lived in Africa then the UK I understand how we are the poorer for destroying habitat which cannot be replaced. I hope you are able to find an alternative project which brings the same economic benefits to BV Islanders.  Karen Wilkinson, Marshfield, -- GB
Protect the beauty of nature!!!  LEO CARTER, worthing, -- GB
Don't let greed get in the way of better judgement..protect the natural habitat  Louise Coy, Bristol, -- GB
To destroy an important ecosystem simply for a holiday resort is nothing short of criminal.  Catherine LAmbert, Howwood, -- GB
Mr O'neal, In generations to come people like yourself will be remembered as destroyers of our beautiful planet unless you see sense and stop this development. Steve  steven pearson, liverpool, -- GB
This development would impact negatively on this vital ecosystem with considerable financial considerations for fisheries and eco-tourism as well as the obvious loss of biodiversity - please think again.  John Bowler, Isle of Tiree, -- GB
LEAVE THE ISLAND ALONE!! LEAVE THE ISLAND ALONE!! LEAVE THE ISLAND ALONE!! LEAVE THE ISLAND ALONE!! LEAVE THE ISLAND ALONE!! LEAVE THE ISLAND ALONE!!  jack knapczyk, inverness, -- GB
Please leave us some nature that can escape human touch... We have enough resorts so far and no need for more ones especially on a natural beautiful site...  Sacha Hasan, Edinburgh, -- GB
There are just some precious things on this Earth that should be left untouched by the poisonous hand of Man. Beef Island is one of them.  Beverley Ham, Bridgwater, -- GB
there is no reason for you to destoy nature. This a protected area , keep it that way.  Carla Jackson, Kincardine, -- GB
This is clearly an inappropriate development at a time when there is an urgent imperative to preserve existing biodiversity - perhaps an eco-tourism project would be a more valuable use of this resource?  Iain Beath, Wellington, Somerset, -- GB
WHAT A FABULOUS COLLECTION OF FLORA AND FAUNA ASSOCIATED WITH BEEF ISLAND, WHY WOULD ANYONE WANT TO DESTROY THESE HABITATS ANR RISK THESE WONDERFUL CREATURES? PLEASE THINK AGAIN  Rosamund Wilson, Durham, -- GB
Please stop this development that is threatening the animals and environment of the area.  Valerie Kenny, Walton on Thames, -- GB
Please do not allow the destrution of one of the last few undeveloped places in the world - for the sake of making it into a playground for the rich.  Anne-Marie Smout, Anstruther, -- GB
Please do not spoil your wonderful island with this development.  Muriel Jackson, Messing, -- GB
This is a protected area! Financial gain at the cost of endangered species of wildlife - despicable. You must not allow this to happen!!  Arran Plummer, London, -- GB
Growth must stop at some point. It must stop NOW...  Paul Horwood, Swindon, -- GB
I've seen how tourist development has devastated marine life in some European countries e'g Greece and the effect on turtles.Please save your valuable marine environment.  Diane Jarosy, Letchworth Garden City, -- GB
Mangroves are all important with present climate change, it is internationally understood. Your fishing industry is bound to be affected. Some of the awful floods that are happening is because of too many of this sort of development. It is too late for many people; please say no to this development.  Linda Burrows, Haverfordwest, -- GB
This is a protected area! Commercial greed should not be allowed to overshadow the protection of such a rare and valuable natural asset.  Kerry Stocker, Essex, -- GB
Please show respect to the wonderful creatures and wildlife on these beautiful islands, we have to leave these precious isles to our future generations.  Ann Ward, Cambridgeshire, -- GB
Please look into this matter, and do all you can to prevent the destruction that is planned! Thank you.  Tonya Chirgwin, Chester, -- GB
How can we destroy another area of natural beauty?  Hannah Green, London, -- GB
PLease put the Environment first  Joy Harris, Wales, -- GB
take 1 minute to think of the ramifications of what is happening before it's to late !!!  paul lever, manchester, -- GB
The tourist trade is, I know, an alluring tool to bring in money. But the long-term costs of destroying a critical, fragile, diverse environment far outweigh the immediate, tantalizing benefits of short-term visitors.  Sean Keller, West Chester, PA US
Dear Premier O'Neal Please leave Beef Island as it is. There are enough golf courses in the world we don't need anothert one destroying the earth's beautiful landscape just for a couple of hours of someones pleasure.  margaret evans, liverpool, -- GB
how mutch more of nature is to be destroyed for profit of the rich especially when all this global warming is supposed to be the great concern, obviously this does not apply to people who want to make money complete hypocricy  patrick robinson, hull, -- GB
please don't let Beef Island be destroyed by development. We can never replace these natural ecosystems.  Kay Moore, Enfield, -- GB
God put us all on the earth to enjoy life. He chose where we have to live, so i ask you Mr. Premier to leave these creatures free to live there lives as it is meant to be. George White.  George White, Newton Aycliffe., -- GB
Have some common sense and leave this area alone!  Jane Cunningham, Cowdenbeath, -- GB
PLEASE CONSIDER THE FUTURE WELL-BEING OF THE ISLAND'S ECOSYSTEM.  Robert Moore, Chelmsford, -- GB
In a world under the dire threat of global warming, and the accelerating loss of species, it is madness to propose destroying such precious sites for the sake of golf courses and the rest of the development. There are enough  golf courses and marinas in the world. Please look at the priorities, if you want a world for your grandchildren to inherit, and save your beautiful island, don't sell it to the highest bidder. There is such a thing as eco tourism too..  vivien picknell, London, -- GB
I am very concerned about threats to the marine environment around Beef Island on the British Virgin Islands.  Toby Leetham, 116 Sedgemoor Place, London, -- GB
The beauty of this place will draw tourists to see it, but what beauty will be left to be seen after the construction & a plague of tourists? Is every beauty spot & natural paradise to be violated by man? Will nothing be left untouched?  Don Knight, Belvedere, -- GB
Having seen the destruction and chaos that Marina's have caused in Cayman I would humbly urge you not to go down this route. There are Eco-tourism alternatives that can bring in just as much revenue, if not more, for the local community... And in a much more long-term sustainable manner.  douglas hurcombe, london, -- GB
we should live in harmony with all creatures, and respect them as we respect one another.... how would u feel if one day u came home and ur house was gone, with no means of survival.... devastating, and all for what, money and greed... this is not acceptable...  helen stableford, dubai, -- AE
As a tourist it is critical to me that we value and take care of our environment and fellow species. It also belongs to future generations so lets ensure we leave something for them.  Amanda Wallace, Storrington, -- GB
Please consider your responsibilities to protect the BVI for future generations. Think of the longterm environmental impact this development would have on the BVI. Thank you.  Catherine Woodman, London, -- GB
Please conserve your unique environment. It is what makes your Island special.  Margaret Morton, Workington, -- GB
This area would be put to better use left alone, the idea of developing over such an important area is crazy.  Kieran Pawley, Plymouth, -- GB
Dear Sir Please do not let this go ahead. Much of the money made will be expatriated anyway with very little benefit to the Island people Thank You  Michael Taylor, Peterborough, -- GB
If this development goes ahead I will not visit the Virgin Islands again.  Ian Farlow, Nr Honiton,     DEVON, -- GB
Dont do it please  Elizabeth Ingham, Horbury, -- GB
as an AONB this landscape should be left alone the world lacks enough protected areas and despite the growing need for more development this one is not necessary and so i urge you to reconsider  Samuel Wilson, Redhill, -- GB
Do you not have a conscience.  Alan Marks, Kingston upon Hull, -- GB
I totally disagree with the proposal to destroy the pristine wilderness forever for pure temprary monetary gain  Colin Butler, Runcorn, -- GB
Please, just for once, put the priorities of the ecosystem, of other fauna and flora, ahead of the greed of developers. You have such a beautiful environment; it is not yours to exploit, it is yours to protect and respect. Ecologically sustainable tourism is an entirely possible way forward, but a hotel, marina and golf course is insanely destructive; why turn this place into looking like everywhere else? You have no right to be destructive. Please stop this, now.  Sue Proffitt, Kingsbridge, Devon, -- GB
Dear Mr O'Neal, this world has many resorts and places where people can have fun and enjoy. If you make this resort the world is losing this ecosystem, unique and beeautiful. people who need a resort have lots of option, this planet doesnt, this ecosystem doesnt. this is for the sake of our future generations and this beautiful planet. THNAK YOU! igor  igor micevic, reykjavik, -- IS
In today's 'climate' there must be a far more controlled effort to ensure protection of natural landscapes especially where the benefits sought are aimed solely at supplying the desires of a very small totally over privilage minority whose wealth has, in many cases, been unjustifiably garnered by exploitation of the majority.  James Daly, Aberdeen, -- GB
We, as humanitarians must do our utmost to protect all animals and their environment. Please save these areas before we wipe-out all species.  Christopher Walker, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, -- GB
You have an opportunity to protect what is unique and amazing about your Islands. I hope you will look past short term profits and appreciate the greater value of the natural world for human well-being.  Lucy Ryan, London, -- GB
Mr O'Neal As the Premier of such a place, I would have thought you'd know better? BB George Rix  George Rix, London, -- GB
We have plenty of hotels and golf courses... but these kinds of environments are becoming rarer. Why not take advantage of the rarer environment of this island and find a way to use it without destroying it?  Tania Lee, Lampeter, -- GB
This development would have a terrible and irreversible effect on Beef Island. There is room for tourism alongside the environment. Please consider a more gentle and greener approach.  Carol Mckay, Weymouth, -- GB
If you allow this project to proceed you may consider yourself personally responsible for causing the destruction of the prevailing ecosystem of Beef Island in order to line the pockets of already wealthy property and tourism magnates.  Eileen Wythe, Birmingham, -- GB
Please consider the environment as it and businesses can run alongside each other very profitably for the latter.  Adam Roberts, NOrwich, -- GB
As an islander myself I understand fully the pressures for development that small islands face in this modern world. I have witnessed so many examples here in Scotland of the irreversible destruction to habitats that result from unsympathetic tourist development, especially marina developments and golf courses. The short term benefits are NEVER worth the long term loss to habitats and the local economy. Golf courses replace a varied plant habitat, which on Beef island clearly supports many species, with a sterile monoculture of highly managed turf, useless to most wildlife. As the marine environment is redesigned to suit yachts and tourists the very wildlife they come to see will be forced out. The destruction of the mangrove swamps will inevitably see fish stocks dwindle, birds disappear, and the myriad of other associated wildlife exterminated. Soon nothing will be left of Beef island's pristine habitat and your tourists will dwindle too. So not only will your fishermen and other local people have lost their livelihoods but Beef Island's world class biological diversity will be lost forever too, and that is surely the biggest crime. I am most concerned that you do not let this terrible fate befall beautiful Beef Island. Please learn from our mistakes. You still have the most fantastic natural diversity at your feet and your fishermen still have a good living on Beef Island. The island's world class Mangrove swamps and marine environment will continue to attract discerning tourists for years to come, giving your islands a sustainable and highly successful future - IF you can do better than we have done and resist the temptation of short lived financial gain.  Alison Brooks, Isle of Lismore, -- GB
we should be preserving every bit if this plannet as we can considering !. dont you think  steven finnerty, poole, -- GB
It's disgraceful to destroy such a beautiful place. please think again.  steven hicks, london, -- GB
Please protect the animals' homes  Amina Tutton, Hull, -- GB
Instead of fat cat luxury tourism try eco tourism. Don't destroy any more of the world's dwindling habitats just to satisfy moneymakers. We need to leave a world worth living in for future generations of all the species we share it with.  Annnette Hawkins, Colne, -- GB
rich people have enough luxuries! don't let the planet suffer any more for them!  ayesha collenette, castle Cary, -- GB
Please do not allow this development to proceed. It is a beautiful part of the world and should be protected so that it can stay beautiful. All too often profit and income cloud judgement on what is to be deemed beautiful. It is not merely a small and inconsequential enterprise when considered in the view of the world as a whole. Are we humans simply here just to devour the worlds natural beauty? Indeed, that does seem to be the way human development has proceeded up to now. We just have to leave our mark don't we? Please learn to appreciate the natural and not-at-all endless bounty and beauty that mother nature has given us human's, as guardians of the earth and disallow the development.  Andy Spencer, Plymouth, -- GB
We can't keep developing land that the natural world needs to continue it's natural processes like producing air!!!!  Ralph Valles, Clifton, NJ US
Please think very carefully, once destroyed never regained. It is easy to see the financial gains to be had, but surely what you have could be better exploited. So many places already pander to the wealthy, who after all should know better we are told, if there eco credentials are to be believed. They are quick enough to raise awareness of causes that touch them, when it suits. Please PLease THINK, do they all really need just another 5* playground!!!!  rachel marcus, cinderford, -- GB
Please put conservation before economic development - once it is gone, we cannot ever retrieve it. If you allow this to happen, you must explain to our grandchildren why you allowed their island to be trashed.  Claire Kelly, Devon, -- GB
Do we need another hotel, marina, golf course at the expense of our very precious environment? Why do we have to keep pushing nature to breaking point for financial gain?  Inara Jolley, Telford, -- GB
England has already lost most of its natural wonder and unigue landscapes to development. Please dont do the same to the Virgin Islands.  Emma Dudley, Castleford, -- GB
What is the point of environmental protection policies being in place if local governments ignore them in pursuit of profit. It makes a sham out of your administration and it renders you less than credible.  Ira Rose, Wisbech, Cambridgeshire., -- GB
And also deeper boat channels have proved to increase the risk of life threatening flooding - so do the right thing and respect and protect the precious environment God has given - it will pay you in the end.  Carolyn Pipkin, Chelmsford, -- GB
Dear Premier O'Neal Please do not let this complex be built, you will be killing the beauty of Beef Island. This will have a dreadfull effect on all the beautiful creatures that have come to rely on their homes on your Island. This would be so cruel. All wildlife rely on Human Beings to do the right thing, to save their habitats. PLEASE consider what will happen to all the birds and sealife. Your beautiful wildlife is the very thing that the tourists want to see not golf complexes and marina's. Thank you for taking the time to read this e-mail. Yours sincerely Lynne Purt  Lynne Purt, Erith, -- GB
You have a very precious and unique resource, exhibiting fabulous biodiversity, whereas golf courses are two a penny!  penny morgan, king's somborne, -- GB
Please consider the proposals very carefully. I appreciate that there may be positive economic benefits to this development. We in the UK have been lured by such promise in many areas only to realise too late that what we have lost, in terms of amenity, environment and natural beauty, far outweighs the gains that have been made. I feel certain that you will make the decision that best serves the future of the people, as well as the natural environment unique to the Virgin Islands.  Pringle Allan, Boddam, -- GB
I am amazed you are evern considering a development that would do so much damage to the environment at a time when everyone is concerned about protecting what is left of our precious planet  Jenny Balfour-Paul, Exeter, -- GB
Luxury tourism is a waste of resources and the demand for it should be lessened to preserve the environment.  Karen Richardson, Basingstoke, -- GB
We only have one world, please don't screw it up.  Martine Wellington, Eastleigh, -- GB
There are plenty of places in the world where a development like this could enhance an underdeveloped area of currently low level living which would not only improve the area but also give work and future hope to the inhabitants of that area without desecrating a beautiful natural area of the world which supports such a diverse number of varied wildlife. This would be criminal!  Judith Head, Lincoln, -- GB
It takes a foolish man to think he is more important than nature, these days the world is full of fools...  REBECCA MCGAHERN, Loughton, -- GB
I can only say I understand need for economic growth but I also appreciate natural beauty but more importantly we must now start listening to those who understand how our world works and follow their advice on protecting our world for now and forever.  Derek Lewis, Taipei City, -- TW
This is shocking.  Jo Saunders, Plymouth, -- GB
Eco-Tourism is becoming more and more popular. Visiting more destruction on these delicate systems removes them from the list of furture destinations that I and others like me would choose to visit, thereby depriving your economy of much-needed revenue. You need to balance the health of the environment (long-ranging) with the short-term benefits of the proposed development. You have only to look at the Cayman Islands to see the inadviability of further development.  Terri Beckett, Mold, -- GB
I believe it is important to protect our environment and not ruin homes that are important to our eco system.  Lelia Hodson, bournemouth, -- GB
Dear Sir, Please lend support for this cause as its vital that these types of natural habitats are preserved for the sake of all mankind. With regards Mr Paul P> Fletcher LLB(hons)  Paul Fletcher, London, -- GB
your company will become responsible for the further destruction of our ever dwindling wildlife and environment. is it worth slowly destroying our planet to turn a profit? or incuring hatred and anger towards your company by undergoing such an ethicaly and moraly unsanctionible act?  hazel saint, plymouth, -- GB
They say 'Money Talks'. What they should say is 'Money Kills!'  Sian Paul, Dorking, -- GB
We aretrying to prevent these places from dissapering , people like this are not helping, they would rather we die  Darren Taylor, kettering, -- GB
Once it's gone its gone for ever. Change you'r mind its never too late  John Evans, neath, -- GB
Premier O'Neal, I must say that I am appalled that this proposed development,yet another playground for the rich and priveleged,is being even considered,so devastating would be it's effect on the local eco-system!  Nadine Greatrix, Burntwood, -- GB
For the sake of the future generations of ours and other species, please halt these pointless luxury developments benefitting only the few and privileged. Nature is not ours to destroy.  Lotte Reimer, Aberystwyth, -- GB
In these days of oil running out, it is irresponsible to encourage large motor yachts and yet more luxury air travel, not to mention the power consumption if the hotel complex. When oil runs out altogether, you will be left with a white elephant instead of a magnificent ecosystem. What a legacy for your descendants to remember you by!  Christine Davies, Charwelton, Daventry, -- GB
Please consider this for a moment - you're actions are like ripples on the surface of water - it might be a small step for you but they will affect a vast area around you. Make sure the pebble you throw is a positive one!  Mirjam Genetay, London, -- GB
Only when the last tree has been cut down. Only when the last river has been poisoned. Only when the last fish has been caught. Only then will you realise that money cannot be eaten.  Charlotte Hamlyn, York, -- GB
ìThe ultimate test of a manís conscience may be his willingness to sacrifice something today for future generations whose words of thanks will not be heard.î ~Gaylord Nelson  Mary Cook, Wichita, KS US
These places need protected from development so that the worlds ecosystems can stay in balance, or some species will die out for ever.  Rosalind Turnbull, Newcastle upon Tyne, -- GB
I would be significantly less likely to ever visit the BVI (and my friend sails there often) if this development goes forward. The last thing I would spend money on time seeing more environmental destruction.  Jody Beck, Ithaca, NY US
so much of our environment has already been destroyed, please do not destroy any more.  Sylvia Burge, Hampton, Middlesex., -- GB
Please don't destroy this important ecosystem. Once it is gone it is gone forever. No turning back.  Eleanor Burgess, GOOLE, -- GB
Make difference for the future.  Irene Von leue, Naples, FL US
lets leave some things the way God made them  ED HOOPER, bromsgrove, -- GB
Sometimes surely money and profit should not be the only concern???  Sheena Shirley, Frodsham Cheshire, -- GB
How many resorts do we really need?! Come on now. Do we as humans need to invade every part of this earth? I think not - LEAVE IT ALONE.  Debra Tufford, Bon Aqua, TN US
At a time of environmental instability, surely it is more important to preserve what we have, rather than destroy it for the sake of a few luxury yachts?  Michele Campling, London, -- GB
Why destroy or invade one of the few areas where the marine environment is so well balanced and intergrated with its natural surroundings? Aid Beef Island and its flora and fauna, together with its marine life, by obeying the rules/regulations that exist with regard to development.  John Hare, Attlebridge, Norwich, -- GB
Our planet today is being threatened by many such developments as the one proposed in the BVI, and the fact that the law is being flouted to force this through adds scandal to vandalism.  Richard Barry Greenwood, Abergavenny, -- GB
Please ensure that environmental rules are not bent or disregarded to suit the greed of developers . What is precious and irreplaceable , once destroyed , cannot be brought back . The environment should be nurtured and enjoyed not vandalized.  David Carter, Stoke on Trent, -- GB
Sir, please consider the effects on the wildlife of your area. Tourism is important to you, but a short time increase will not offset the long term benefits of an undamaged ecosystem. Who will visit you if there are no untouched islands like this to visit?  John, C bowyer, FZS, sunningdale, -- GB
you think it's the perfect place to be? well leave it that way!!  Thomas Mertz, union city, OH US
I urge you to think very carefully before you act. By building your proposed development you will be destroying a much needed part of the worlds eco-system and condeming to death and eventual extinction many creatures and plants. If, in your fight for 'progress' you feel justified in harming our planet in this way, can you not in turn see the harm it would cause to those you love and so the continuation of your own species?  Ysabel Collyer, Edinburgh, -- GB
Just what is not needed is another development. In case no one has noticed, ecotourism is growing. I don't want to see native areas cemented for the profit of few. I pray you will stop this violation of this necessry and fragile environment.  sally buehler, Marathon, FL US
Dear Mr. O'Neal, It is appreciated that such a development will bring some jobs as well as some income, though most of that will probably leave the Country to overseas investors. The World's wildlife is being decimated by greed and ill-conceived plans. The very thing that makes your country unique and beautiful is the natural ecology and it needs to be protected from unscrupulous developers who care not one jot for your Country and just see how much money they can make at your expense. So please, stop this particular development and move it somewhere less sensitive. Many thanks.  G Rankin-Moore, Pontardawe, -- GB
Please consider carefully the decision before you. Once made, any land that is taken out of its current use will NEVER return to the state it is in now, and the world's environment may well be a great deal worse as a result, with dire consequences for us all!  Richard Todd, Oxford, -- GB
love our world, every area of it! to be cleaned! respected! loved!  claudia blengini, cortemilia, -- IT
There is so little left in our world that is natural - please consider the impact for children of the future of a world without natural resources and natural beauty.  Vicki Salvage, St Monans, FIFE, SCOTLAND, -- GB
Start listening  Terry Ward, London, -- GB
This is outrageous and must not be allowed to happen  Maxine Plummer, London, -- GB
I seriously urge you to protect this valuable natural resource that your country is lucky enough to include. Don't spoil it for future generations!  jenny kuper, London, -- GB
One would hope that those with money would spend it without destroying the planet. Some do, but I fear most think I have the money so I will do what I like.  rod prime, beaworthy, -- GB
With so VERY many Hotels, marinas, golf courses and etc. to go to why not keep the very few wild and natural areas that are left in their pristine condition for the rest of us to enjoy. They are unique and most valuable!  Walt Welles, Isle Ornsay, Isle of Skye, -- GB
If we destroy our environment for the sake of financial gain, we will have to face the destruction of our eco-system and will never be able to recover what is lost.  Viviana Rendell, Calne, -- GB
Even though cormercially it a good idea, to add these residences your list of enterprises, environmentally (which we are all about) it is not just a bad idea but a...evil eradicating idea!!!  Jeanette Harrison, Dorchester, -- GB
leave this habitat to its NATURAL inhabitants!  Cinzia Polese, Carshalton, -- GB
Dock in Monaco or the Caymen Islands or a hundred other 'luxury' resorts. Word.  Tim Rayner, CHELMSFORD, -- GB
We need to protect the Earth, not attack it.  Rosemary Coleman, Coventry, -- GB
It is disturbing to see how money making and profit come before the care for the environment - don't let this happen.  Jana Lough, Aberdeen, -- GB
Hoi, don't do it. There's already enough hotels and stuff around the place. Just try to buy out a bad one, and make it good. People will like that.  Marion H, Birmingham, -- GB
The destruction of any Island habitat is awful, and in many cases worse than mainland areas. Why? Because the ecological niche is small and fragile, with no means of repairing itself. Damage it, and you have destroyed it!!!  Neal Rollason, Brentford, -- GB
stop the greed and protect the islands heritage. Give jobs that protect the island not destroy it. The rich do not care about heritage or protection, make your people aware of it's importance and may be go and look for yourself. Money destroy's not protects  MERIEL TAYLOR, Morecambe, -- GB
I beleive that it is immoral to destroy precious wildlife areas in order to make way for profit for huge multi-national organisations & for the enjoyment of a privileged minority.  Christine Fuller, Sawtry, -- GB
Is nothing sacred? does money have to take over everything. I hope not!! Go away and do something sensible with your wealth, like helping the poor. You might even enjoy it.  Patsy Goodsir, Crieff, -- GB
Beef Island is beautiful and provides a vital habitat for numerous species. It will be sacriledge to spoil such a sanctuary to accommodate 'big-boys toys'. There are plenty of alternative locations or a man-made floating marina could be constructed by themselves !  Simon Behar, Stanmore, -- GB
Although I am never likely to be fortunate enough to see this beautiful area in my lifetme I would still urge you to save it for future generations of humans and the wildlife it will support. Thank you, Charlene R. Haney  Charlene Haney, Shelton, WA US
Beautiful natural island and wildlife. Why spoil it?  NIGEL WILSON, Peterhead, -- GB
Don't destroy one of the last undamaged beautiful places we have! If we carry on like this, the whole world will be nothing but plain tourism with no natural beauty left!  Xenia Stepanova, London, -- GB
Stop thinking of yourselves and think of the creatures and natural habitat!  Rachael Bell, Sale, -- GB
Mistakes are often difficult to correct, and I believe that a development of this magnitude is not only a mistake but an unecessary one. Natural beauty is irreplacable and certainly should not be replaced with a golf course that the average local will never be allowed to use or a hotel that the average local will never be able to afford to stay in and enjoy.  Kishann Cupid Braithwaite, Tortola, -- VG
I believe that short term gain for the BVI bought by allowing such a development will be far outweighed by the long term damage to the BVI's reputation, its fisheries and tourism potential. I also appeal to your better nature not to allow such a tragic development to take place. Thank you.  Deirdre Marrable, Marlborough, -- GB
Anther 50 years, and my grandchildren will not know many of the species alive on the planet today  Ray Ingram, Eastbourne, -- GB
Please listen to our concerns and act on them. I know the financial revenue from a marine development is important to your economy but not as important as conserving the environment and animal life of Beef Islands. Thank you for caring.  Anna Moutarde, Beckenham, -- GB
Dear Rt Hon Ralph O'Neal It seems such a shame to destroy such a important area which is an important breeding site for Falkland Skua, Rock and King Shag, Thin-billed Prion and Night Heron. Tussac bird, Cobb's Wren, Falkland Thrush and Black-throated Finch are common and recorded as breeding. Other birds recorded here include Upland Goose, Kelp Goose, Falkland Flightless Steamer Duck, and Striated Caracara (Johnny Rook).  Martin Jordan, London, -- GB
Please don't do this, Is it really worth the extra money in your pocket to sell out this beautiful land and sea to pollution. Our World is in such a mess and is looking like an end coming for our life soon because of ventures like this and similiar. We need to keep our planet as natural as can be and protect it while we still have it! So is the financial reward that this will bring you really worth the devistation it will bring to your children and grandchildren? I hope its not.  Mike Bischof, Margate, -- GB
Once gone, lost forever! All the money in the world will not restore extinction of species whether fauna or flora. Let the rich spend their money doing good for the planet, and leave mother nature to take care of her own.  R Haley, Lydd, -- GB
Dear Sir, I know that money is an important element of life these days but we are not to forget that the very same money will not buy us the remaining prestine natural environment back once it is gone. We are to realize that we are nothing more than a part of a very complex eco-system and as such we rely on it as much as it relies on us for survival. There is much more to life than money. One day you will be able to look back at this point in your life, a point when you had an amazing chance to make a difference in the world for a better future of us all. Let it be a moment when you can feel proud of what you have done for our environment, for us all, by having taken action for the protection of this important habitat. Thank you for us all.  Martina Novotna, Nelson, -- GB
please give nature a chance  muur Roberts, norwich, -- GB
I can only hope that in this age of enlightenment you would stand fast against this destructive development.  judith mairs, chattanooga, TN US
It is extraordinary to me that such a development could even be considered. Even aside from the intrinsic value of this ecosystem, you are likely to find that the destruction of parts of it will have a domino effect on the rest of the system - meaning that what attracts visitors to the islands in the first place will gradually be destroyed. Big mistake. Please learn about how ecosystems work before you grab at the money!  Kelda Barnes, Ashbourne, -- GB
Please help keep some of the earths beauty unspoiled by greed.  Amy Hajec, Dearborn Hts, MI US
When the people speak it is always pertinent to listen, think then act.... do the right thing.  ALLEN BEVAN, GLASGOW, -- GB
In a world where the habitats of precious animals, birds and plants are constantly threatened and eroded, please don't let the British Virgin Islands become just another barren playground for the rich, at the expense of the richness of nature.  julia kaminski, Telford, -- GB
we are destroying our precious planet at an horrendous rate .please rethink this idea and remember money isnt everything ,once its gone ,its gone  NIGEL SMITH, watford, -- GB
Only when the last tree has died and the last river has been poisoned and the last fish has been caught, will we realise that we cannot eat money Cree Indian saying  Ann Fletcher, Birmingham, -- GB
I can understand why you would want to build such facilities in the Virgin Islands, it's beautiful, but think, do you really want to cause permanent damage to our world just for a few days entertainment? Will you not feel bad for harming or endangering any living things there? The Virgin Islands are beautiful because it's natural and nothing has been built there, with what you're doing you will ruin it. Think about the long-term. Nature and beauty is more important than money.  Nina Saei, Rugby, -- GB
You have here a mega rich environment.................don,t let the mega rich destroy it.  victoria harvey, Tynemouth, -- GB
Some people who have money are so gready , with no thaught to the devistation they will be creating to the environment. More & more gets destroyed every day, enough NOW.  Sue Burke, Bradford, -- GB
In view of global urgency to protect and maintain existing levels of protection the terrible destruction that this un necessary development would have on the Virgin Islands and globally will no longer be tolerated. We don't need more golf courses, marinas or 5 star hotels. we need responsible politians protecting the future. please take action to protect the virgin islands.  melanie swallow, brighton, -- GB
Dear Premier O'Neal, I visited the British Virgin Islands in the mid 1970's and was totally captivated by all its natural beauty. I am HORRIFIED at the thought of a large human development on Beef Island. Gone, gone forever will be the habitat of the rightful residents of the island - the wild creatures - which in the name of human greed you wish to decimate. Will the destruction of our wild habitats EVER STOP? Why are we so blind? What is wrong with humans who can only see 10 years of concrete ahead? It would appear a dollar is mightier than a life. Please reconsider. Thank you. Mrs. Sally Brown Suffolk, UK  Sally Brown, Bromeswell, -- GB
Please don't ruin this beautiful environment.  helen easton, Solihull, -- GB
there is enough animal animal habitats being destroyed all over the woulrd as it is,please dont add to this allready devastating problem.Sincerly miss T. murrain.  tameka murrain, birmingham, -- GB
stop the development The Virgin Islands. You are Killing our mother Earth  Edwin Gonzalez, Bronx, NY US
Please save Beef Island!  Elizabeth Colwell, San Diego, CA US
Please stop this destruction.  Nitya Hariharan, Edinburgh, -- GB
Develop now and there will be no going back. Short term monetary gain in exchange for permanent loss of a fabulous habitat would be a shameful act. Treasure your natural heritage, not ruin it.  Norma Chapman, Bury ST.eDMUNDS, -- GB
This has got to stop how would you like it if someone came and destroyed your home?  xXxXAnime fanxXxX, ......., -- GB
Money cannot replace the natural world.  Monique La Roche, Glasgow, -- GB
We don't need any more hotels, the demand certainly isn't overwhelming the resort industry. This is just pure, destructive greed.  Brittany Adams, San Francisco, CA US
Mangroves are the heart and lungs of the sea, let them be.  scott welsh, london, -- GB
Do we really need another hotel/marina/golf course complex? Do you want to go down as the Premier who allowed the island's ecosystem to be destroyed? Have you no morals?  Celine C, London, -- GB
do not destroy your childrens inheritance,stop the development.  carl johnson, beverley, -- GB
I do hope monetary gain is not your main concern here! This eco-system is your responsibilty, not to sell and make money out of but to protect and be accountable for. What will you say when you stand before your maker and He asks what you did with your prestigious job that he blessed you with?  Elizabeth Fryer-Kelsey, Essex, -- GB
Why is this development takeing place? Doesn't the world have enough leisure facilities? Yes we do. Our wold is FULL of them. So how does tis give us a reason to destroy another? Our selfish actions to "improove our world" are destroying the animal's world.Jusy have some sense and think about it. Is ANOTHER holiday resort worth destroying the homes of several animals?  Zoe Quirk, Stafford, -- GB
Please do not go ahead with this so called development. You will be destroyng so much that is precious. If people like you who have the power don't stop destroying our environment, then there is truly no future for humankind on this planet. Francesca Heather-Hayes  Francesca Heather-Hayes, London, -- GB
Anything that endangers wildlife is wrong.The eco system does not need anymore hotels,golfcourses,or the like.  Dawn Alsop, Coventry, -- GB
i would much rather take a stroll through the woods than drive my car to the gym  irdeswell cantoni, nop, -- GB
We need to protect the planet. Please protect Beef Island.  Bryan Oliver, London, -- GB
We were planning a month long visit to the BVI's. With this greedy harebrained scheme in the pipeline we've decided to vacation at a more ecologically sound location. Thanks for nothing!  Steve Taylor, Scrabster, -- GB
Please give greater consideration to the environment than to people seeking commercial gain.  Antony Gordon, Ravenshead, -- GB
Sademets‰‰ tuli pelastettua taas pari hehtaaria.  Linda Ackren, Parainen, -- FI
The Law of Attraction means that preventing this development will bring you the right rewards (As you sow, so shall you reap!)  Ash Rawal, Derby, -- GB
The earths natural resources are dwindling and are irreplaceable. Please don't allow this area to be another lost paradise.  Debbie Cave, Eastleigh, -- GB
It's about time we humans started respecting this beautiful area. We do not own the earth and it's in the process of throwing us off unless we all change our ways.  Susan Chapman, Bournemouth, -- GB
Please, please, please! There is already too much destruction of such serene places about the world. And there are too many resorts, golf courses, shopping malls, etc. The more we destroy, the more danger we are in, not only in the long run, but now short term! People would much rather see untouched nature than more lavish, unnecessary buildings. Don't let money be the bottom line! Thanks so much!  D. Ravenwood, Tucson, AZ US
We have enough resorts already! Please leave the pristine and fragile island ecosystem alone, it is these unique areas that are in short supply and diminishing that need protecting and growing numbers!  Edward Turkovich, Denver, CO US
We visited BVI in February and loved your beautiful country and people. We look forward to returning one day. We also visited Angilla and found the country being overtaken by developments - we felt sad for the country and did not enjoy the experience despite the friendly reception of local people. Save your environment for your people - and others will want to visit.  Helen Kay, Edinburgh, -- GB
Our world's eco-system is already suffering, don't plan for the short term and allow this to happen.  Ryan Malcolm McGuinness, Ross-Shire, -- GB
Please don't destroy this beauty spot,it will have such a knock-on effect  elizabeth white, lancs, -- GB
No more development.  chet hepburn, Arlington, VA US
Places like Beef Island are increasingly rare and must be protected as a natural habitat. Holiday resports can be found in many places of a less sensitive nature. Please reconsider development on Beef Island.  Mary Davis, Fleet, -- GB
Too many stunning, natural habitats are being covered over with concrete---not this one please.  Anne Sweeney, Dunfermline, -- GB
Please think of future generations of wildlife and humans too.  Steve Morrow, Port St.Mary, -- GB
Make your descendants proud of you; say NO to the developers/despoilers!  Jennifer Kreamer, Glastonbury, -- GB
People want to make money. People want nice holidays. People want ... We have to realise that we can't have everything we want because the price is too high.  Ingrid Larsson, London, -- GB
This is an absolute disgrace - please do not let this go ahead, our delicate earth is more precious than providing yet more luxury holiday pads for the wealthy elite  Lori Bell, Middlesex, -- GB
Do not allow the destuction of Beef Island. Our eco-system is already being destroyed in other parts of the world. As you know, the destuction of our worlds eco-system affects our planet, by contributing to global warming, not helping to combat it. The reputation of the British Virgin Islands is at stake, along with the lives of hundreds of animals, our animals, our wildlife. Whoever made the decision to allow this Desicration, should be held accountable in a court of law. Plus, your tourist industry will suffer, not flourish. Someone needs to look beyond the end of their nose and look to the future of the Planet. When decent people are doing their best to slow down global damage, what right does some moronic greedy, basically, stupid person, make a bloody blunder, as the destruction of Beef Island would be.  Marilyn Salter, Bolton, -- GB
Dear Rt. Hon Ralph T. O'Neal, Premier of the Bristish Virgin Islands. while I appreciate that the proposed marina and other facilities will bring jobs and income for the island I stongly believe the value of the rare lagoon and surrounding area are of far greater value. Once gone these can never be replaced ever. Please stand out from the crowd and take this opportunity to make your mark that will be remebered for standing against the forces of money and greed and save this valuable ecosystem in a world where development and money so often wrongly take priority over the environment  Darryl Cowley, Matlock Bath,, -- GB
We have destroyed so much of our beautiful planet for the rich and foolish. Consider the plight of our planet and leave this place as it was virgin land for those of our species who live there. Man's rape of the land has caused enough imbalance and I would rather lose man's shallow pleasure, than a single inch of the land we have already stolen. Stop the Greed!  Maria Spain, Whitchurch Hampshire, -- GB
Instead of just another run-of-the-mill "5-star" hotel, why not build an eco-hotel that does not require destroying the surrounding habitat and scenery? Most of the appeal of these types of vacation destinations ARE the NATURE and SCENERY. People can stay in a conventional hotel and play golf almost anywhere, but the Caribbean Island ecosystems are incredibly unique. Please maximize both environmental preservation and business profit with an innovative eco-hotel. The same things that have worked in the past are not going to continue to be profitable in today's over-populated world with saturated markets with very scarce natural resources. PLEASE rethink the way you promote and develop tourism on the BVI's.  Ashley Mason, Salem, NH US
not acceptable, destroying ares just for money  sean o'leary, Spalding, -- GB
Dear  , Premier of the British Virgin Islands, I am very concerned about threats to the marine environment around Beef Island on the British Virgin Islands. Beef Island boasts important dry tropical forest, and mangroves that are integrated with sea grass, salt ponds and coral reef habitats. The ecosystem of Hans Creek Lagoon, a marine protected area, is crucial for sustaining viable fisheries around Beef Island and throughout the territory. The proposed hotel, marina and golf course complex would destroy this world-class treasure. Beef Island has the most important mangrove ecosystem in the BVI, second in acreage only to far-flung Anegada. All of Tortola's nine mangrove ecosystems have already been decimated or destroyed by development. Mangrove systems provide nurseries for hatchling birds and juvenile fish, homes for lobster and conch and feeding grounds for waders and waterfowl. Sincerely, Trish Collis  Trish Collis, Canterbury, CT US
Dear  , Premier of the British Virgin Islands, I am very concerned about threats to the marine environment around Beef Island on the British Virgin Islands. Beef Island boasts important dry tropical forest, and mangroves that are integrated with sea grass, salt ponds and coral reef habitats. The ecosystem of Hans Creek Lagoon, a marine protected area, is crucial for sustaining viable fisheries around Beef Island and throughout the territory. The proposed hotel, marina and golf course complex would destroy this world-class treasure. Beef Island has the most important mangrove ecosystem in the BVI, second in acreage only to far-flung Anegada. All of Tortola's nine mangrove ecosystems have already been decimated or destroyed by development. Mangrove systems provide nurseries for hatchling birds and juvenile fish, homes for lobster and conch and feeding grounds for waders and waterfowl. view more Destruction of the Beef Island ecosystem will be a devastating blow to both the fishing and the tourist industries. The whole ecosystem is important ecologically and economically to both these cornerstones of the BVI's success. Researchers have found up to 80% of all commercially important fish species live in Hans Creek. No other area has such a high recorded diversity. It is a hugely important nursery habitat which supplies other parts of the BVI with big fish. BVI legislation recognizes the importance of the environment. The problem is holding the government accountable and enforcing these laws. International confidence in the BVI's decision-making process has been shaken by several contraventions of the Planning Act. These form the basis of the Virgin Islands Environmental Council's challenge. For example, the Planning Act says that a development has to obey all written laws in the territory, and the Fisheries Regulations says that: "No person shall carry out any development activity, which may or is likely to adversely impact on a marine protected area." Yet the proposed development will devastate Hans Creek Marine Protected Area. Additionally, I am gravely concerned about the Development Agreements that pre-agreed planning permission, and the Order that was passed to allow the Minister alone to approve all developments exceeding USD10m in value. I urge you to review these decisions urgently. An agreement to revisit the process at this stage, as called for by VIEC, would ensure that worldwide confidence is restored in the BVI decision-making process. [Your comment here] view less Sincerely, Evelyn Vela  Evelyn Vela, Los Angeles, CA US
With so little untouched land in the Caribbean it would be criminal to develop and build any project on Beef island. It is now a healthy, unique ecosystem that must be saved for future generations.  Joan Bailey, Portland, OR US
I hope you have taken the time to read this petition, and I look forward to your making the best decision. Many thanks for reading.  Morgan Witter, Oxford, -- GB
This is too high a price to pay. We will regret it.  Lucy Blake, London, -- GB
Please do not destroy something so valuable and unique to provide a particularly unsustainable form of tourism. There are other options which would use this wonderful rich environment and wildlife as a resource to encourage people to visit to experience the natural environment - there are increasing numbers of people who want this kind of travel/holiday.  Heather Curry, Powys, -- GB
We dont need anymore golf courses!! the future of our worlds habbitats and animals are more important than half an hour at golf!!! >_  Charlotte Rose, Kent, -- GB
Just simple destruction for profit...sad world we live in!!!  Mandy Walker, Freshbrook, -- GB
Please preserve your beautiful islands for future generations to enjoy in peace and tranquility. There are not enough places left in this world that are as God and nature intended.  Sue Plampton, Colchester, -- GB
Please pay attention to the outcry against development of Beef Island. The Mangrove systems already destroyed in the Virgin island system attest to the emergency situation of conservation of this natural teasure.  Claire Sarraille, Turlock, CA US
We must save nature!  Jocelyne Halfpenny, Eastleigh, -- GB
It seems to me that far too much emphasis is put on making money all the time - to the detriment of animal and plant species and to areas of natural beauty such as this. There will always be long term consequences of the actions of man - we need to think carefully about what we are doing and would urge that in this instance the right thing is done and Beef Island is allowed to remain as it is.  Emma Bowden, Poole, -- GB
Another 'treasure island' about to be plundered...short term wealth for some, long term health damage for our global community...  Anthony Martin, London, -- GB
Dear Sir, Please take your time and find the courage to REJECT this development that only benefits a few but disadvantages so many, as well as other unique species. We are only guardians of the Earth for those who follow us, please remember that. Colin Chitty  Colin Chitty, Prestwick, -- GB
Dear Rt. Hon. Ralph T. O'Neal, Protecting marine and land environments of Beef Island is extremely important. Mangroves for one, are nurseries to many species of marine creatures. Some of these species support fishermen's livelihoods. I live on a yacht cruising the Caribbean and I personally see the mangroves disappearing at an alarming rate. We must protect these arias, and others: for the sake of fishermen, our future generations and the creatures themselves. Please protect the mangroves and other marine environments from destruction by developments  Marina Mcallister, Willemstad, -- AN
Dear Mr O'neal, Please do reconsider the scale of this proposed development. Whilst I appreciate the valuable contribution to the economy that this hotel would make , I do think that the government should be be seeking to strike a happy balance between nature and the economy. There must be a compromise situation. So go for that and this would enhance and make acontribution towards positive Public relations. This would benefit you and your government in both the short and the long term. Please consider down scaling this development  Deborah Smith MCIM, St Albans  Hert fordshire, -- GB
Hasn't man destroyed enough of the wildlife habitat, Do we really need another resort for the rich? Please think again I'm sure there's another way to raise revenue for the Island, why not allow limited tours of the island?  Jennifer Garlick, London, -- GB
the few wild ares on earth are an irreplaceable legacy for future generations will they look back and thank you for your sincere efforts and foresight in maintaining this special place? Do your best or do your worst you will be remembered.  William Athan, Redwood Valley, CA US
This proposed development is not the way to improve your beautiful island's image or make a respectable living. I would have thought it better to go for eco-tourist style holidays - done properly of course - now a rapidly growing market. Golf courses are so yesterday and big hotels are definately last year! There's a green revolution going on worldwide - wake up!  Tina Y, Tregaron, -- GB
don't destroy our heritage for gain and greed. If we don't look after nature we will pay an enormous price  Sally Wilkins, Montrose, -- GB
As a British Citizen I am horrified that the British Government would allow this kind of development to take place as well as breaking laws to do it. The UK is one of the world leaders 'Green' & environmental issues. This DOES NOT reflect well on the British Government.  Antonia Vale, Felton, PA US
Shame on you.  Roy Taylor, Par, -- GB
The mangrove ecosystem is far too valuable and should not be sacrificed for money and tourists. Please don't destroy it by building here.  Trevor Cole, Meigle, Blairgowrie, -- GB
People who want to destroy our nature will pay a big price. They do not know yet that we are all in the same boat. But at the end they will say sorry...  Lutfi Swessi, Manchester, -- GB
Apart from the absolutely essential need to protect all low lying islands form rising sea levels, this development will only encourage more air pollution from wealthy visitors. After all they can play golf at home if they really cared about the environment. Don't ruin the few remaining pristine areas of the planet. Brenda Gosling  Brenda Gosling, Leeds, -- GB
The world can always get new resorts - it can't get a healthy, functioning new ecosystem.  Eric Gilmartin, Commerce, TX US
Please Sir think of the damage this proposed development will have long term on the habitat and wildlife. Once it's gone it's gone forevever. And it is all UNNECESSARY. Thankyou. Vanessa  Vanessa Gray, Dipton, -- GB
please do not destroy the beef island it is a very good place and good for the envoriment  Hassaan Asghar, slough, -- GB
There is fewer and fewer "Virgin" places on this earth...Please help to protect this little vestige of peace and tranquility.  Leslie Armstrong, COVENTRY, -- GB
Have learned nothing yet. Stop destroying our planet.  Alan Edney, Aylesbury, -- GB
Do we really need another luxury resort at the expense of the enviroment, I think not there are more than enough of these resorts running at half empty without another carbuncle  dave mamwell, handley, chester, -- GB
Ecotourism benefits the wildlife AND the local economy. The rich and wealthy only bring some benefit to the economy  Brian Boothby, Wirksworth, -- GB
Please, in this age of money over matter, don't let this development go ahead. The more we destroy, the less chance we have of saving.  Jan Brass, Sherwood park, AB CA
Please protect the Wildlife In your Beautiful Islands & do not let the developers spoil everything.  Pamela Brickman, Brighton.  Sussex, -- GB
We are all God's creatures and deserve to survive what ever we are.  Jill Adamson, Sunderland, -- GB
enoughs enough :O  L McGuire, doncaster, -- GB
NO, NO, NO, please don't allow this development. Please think of the future and not just now. Greedy, uncaring people will devastate the area, the devastation of such a vital, beautiful area is a horrendous act.  Lesley Faherty, Christchurch, -- GB
Surely is your duty as Premier to protect and preserve the wonderful wildlife you have for future generations. The power to do this lies firmly in your grasp.  andrew brooks, coventry, -- GB
This is so WRONG  Nicky Taylor, Spalding, -- GB
If I come to the BVI as a tourist, I would be coming to see its unique natural ecosystems, not to play golf. I would be more likely to support a low-impact tourist development than the type of resort you are proposing.  Amy Griffin, State College, PA US
Please save this marine environment. So much is bing lost to global warming ,culls, Oil exploration and many more Save this ecosystem from being lost forever  Patricia Saddler, Dunfermline, -- GB
We've discovered that eve our sun screen is damaging the coral reefs. And we didn't even know that something that harmless was hurting our planet. Now just imagine what will happen if people purposly endanger our environment.  Raeann Stillwagon, The Woodlands, TX US
Mr. O'Neal, do not sell out your country to grandiose and unsustainable resorts for tourists who are not going to keep coming when airfares go up and the environment is destroyed. Listen to your people!  Wendy Lee, Runaway Bay, -- JM
Please stop this madness, it is unforgivable  Sarah Foster, Truro, -- GB
What's wrong with you people?? How can you break the environmental protection laws? Are they not worth the paper they are written on, or is it that deadly sin raising its head...greed. For Heaven's sake the planet's in dire straits. Do your bit to help it or no one will have a future let alone this small area around the BRITISH Virgin Islands. Make some of us Brits proud and do the right thing....little white balls hit into holes or a whole living ecosystem!!!!  Susan Blackwell, Halifax, -- GB
Please not ruin this lovely part of the world!  Robert Riley, Cottingham, -- GB
Thank you for your attention on this matter.  Steve Pelly, London, -- GB
Why change such beauty & a serene place to go??? LEAVE IT ALONE & KEEP NATURE IN BALANCE,PLEASE !!!!!!!!!  Vickie Whitacre, York, PA US
I F YOU HAVE ANY GOOD IN YOU, YOU WILL SAVE YOUR ISLAND FROM RUINOUSE AND UGLY OVERDEVELOPMENT  David Lavery, Moresbyparks, Whitehaven, -- GB
AS A PERSON WHO FOLLOWS ENVIRONMENTAL NEWS AND PROCESSES CLOSELY, I KNOW FULL WELL HOW RAPIDLY THIS SMALL PLANET IS BEING PAVED OVER AND BUILT UPON, ALMOST EXCLUSIVELY FOR THE FURTHER BENEFIT, OR THE USE, OF THE ALREADY RICH AND POWERFUL. VERY SOON, IN A GEOLOGICAL EYEBLINK, IT'LL ALL BE GONE. AND I'M MAD AS HELL ABOUT THAT!!! Like everything else, it's all for dollars, dollars, dollars. Yucccch.  Cindy Black, Seattle, WA US
please respect and conserve this precious eco system!  Annette Dempsey, Belfast, -- GB
If you want tourists to visit the islands it is essential not to ruin them with inappropriate develoment that threatens the environment  Steve Willsw, Bridgwater, -- GB
Far too many of the worlds valuable long term natural resources are being destroyed in the name of short term profits. This development is NOT needed and should be stopped immediately.  Syd Henley, Nottingham, -- GB
if you do this you will regret it  Lexy Billings, Huntington, WV US
Please reconsider this major development project  Chris Hoare, Wickham, -- GB
Please do not destroy this wonderful place & endanger the rare wildlife & birds - we have so many resort developments but ever fewer pristine & unspoilt corners of our natural world left...  John Rellie, Bicester, -- GB
Please do the right thing.  Nichols Malpass, Hendersonville, NC US
Just think about your grandchildren. Is it fair for them to suffer because of your greedy actions? Please conceder the future generations and their inherit rights.  Heather Scott, Toronto, ON CA
Our penchant for 'developing' resources is threatening that which is most valuable - the few unspoiled areas that we have left upon the earth.  Jeanne Macdonald, Cartwright, -- CA
Green is the new bling! Grass has passed. We all spend more for sustainable.  Kimberly Thomas, Gerrardstown, WV US
The reason I go to the Caribbean is to see nature and these beautiful, irreplaceable ecosystems. People can find golf courses (sad, sterile places that pollute the environment and use a lot of energy)everywhere. But one cannot find mangrove ecosystems everywhere. Please do not do this!  Margaret Welke, Madison, WI US
How could they even think of such a thing?  tawni hughes, foryuna, CA US
This island is too beautiful to destroy  Glenda Glista, Cleveland, OH US
Support this iniative!  Elsie Frazier, Downey, ID US
I support eco-tourism, not golf greens.  Laurie Pearsall, Magnolia, KY US
Please!  Cynthia Sims, Felton, CA US
I have read the previous notes. They are ALL reflections of my grief at this destruction. Please be more responsible for our heritage.  Sandra Barnes, Romford, Essex, -- GB
It is critical that we vigorously protect the last few remaining island ecosystems.  Susan Kelly Ambler, Denver, CO US
Please consider long-term benefits versus short-term profits.  Justin St.Germain, Fayetteville, NC US
WHEN WILL THE PEOPLE EVER GET TO SAY WHAT OURTAXES SHOULD GO FOR, NOT THE RICH POLATITION THAT MAKE BACK DOOR DEALS SO THEY CONTROL OUR WILD ERAS. NO MORE IT HAS TO END THE POOR ANIMALS NEED SOME ONE TO HELP THEM SURVIVE.  Brent Bartholomew, San Francisco, CA US
People have officially gone insane. Stop this madness.  Anony Mous, Dublin, OH US
How can the human race take away the most beautiful things we have been given. We are overstepping boundaries. and if someone does not realize it soon, it will be to late  Briana Ramos, Pomona, CA US
Please save these animals! They have a right to live!  Rachel Brazelton, Natrona, PA US
WE NEED TO STOP BUILDING ON AREAS THAT ARE IMPORTANT TO KEEP UNDESTROYED.  Rhonda Lawford, Morris, IL US
Don't "prostitute" the Virgin Islands. This coming from another "islander" which will soon be drowned by cement.  Mariana Parreno, San Juan, -- PR
More Air Miles, polution, using the precious Earth's natural rescources, destruction, it's madness. When will it all stop. So people can sun themselves in a once idyllic environment. I thought we were supposed to be cutting back on travel and the pollution it causes. Not if someone can make mega bucks.  Georgina England, York, -- GB
Dear Premier, why are you allowing an area of great beauty to be distroyed, Is money more important, Than having a beautful country safe for all including the wild life  m m, Oxford, -- GB
I am appalled by this proposal and hope that you will reconsider  Barry Stoll, Rochford, -- GB
Dear  , Premier of the British Virgin Islands, I am very concerned about threats to the marine environment around Beef Island on the British Virgin Islands. Beef Island boasts important dry tropical forest, and mangroves that are integrated with sea grass, salt ponds and coral reef habitats. The ecosystem of Hans Creek Lagoon, a marine protected area, is crucial for sustaining viable fisheries around Beef Island and throughout the territory. The proposed hotel, marina and golf course complex would destroy this world-class treasure. Beef Island has the most important mangrove ecosystem in the BVI, second in acreage only to far-flung Anegada. All of Tortola's nine mangrove ecosystems have already been decimated or destroyed by development. Mangrove systems provide nurseries for hatchling birds and juvenile fish, homes for lobster and conch and feeding grounds for waders and waterfowl. Sincerely, cat barich  cat barich, london, -- GB
With our natural environment facing increasing threats from climate change and other man-made threats, it is even more important that the pristine environments that still exist are protected and not exploited for short-term monetary gain which would only benefit a few.  Fiona Sharpe, Wigan, -- GB
We cannot afford to destroy any more wildlife habitats. If we kill Planet Earth, we kill ourselves. Please don't do it!  Mary Payne, Aylesbury, -- GB
If this is so it is (1) regrettable that you are putting the prosperity of your country in front of the environment from which the whole world benefits; is there no other way that you can increase your country's prosperity without such damage? (2) dreadful that you are breaking your own laws; we all live by law and if a government breaks its own, where are we? Tourism does provide jobs, but it provides jobs of a servile kind; it makes independent fishermen, small farmers, craftsmen &co into waiters, bedmakers, washers-up of others' dishes -- employees, servants, almost slaves. Is that really a benefit? Yours sincerely, DHG  David Gamon, Wells, Som, -- GB
No bucks in front of ducks!  T Morgan, montrose, -- GB
This action would be a crippling assault on the ecosystem of this saltwater environment.  Mark Frayne, Wigan, -- GB
We humans have done more than enough damage to our beautiful planet, in the name of greed. Wonderful, natural places have disappeared forever because of us. You have the power to stop this particular place from being destroyed. Please think deeply about what is proposed here, and use that power to do the right thing. Thank You for Listening, Chrissie Keelan  Chrissie Keelan, Banks, Southport, Lancs, England, UK, -- GB
A scarcity of fish is already being felt in European waters. Should the destruction of marine breeding areas continue throughout the world, then fish, which is an important part of diet, will become a very expensive luxury only affordable by the super rich.  Anthony Evans, DEWSBURY, -- GB
FOR THE SAKE OF THE FUTURE OF PRECIOUS ENVIRONMENTAL AREAS, YOU HAVE THE POWER TO SAVE FLORA AND FAUNA, PLEASE STOP THIS DESTRUCTION. I HAVE A DIPLOMA IN ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT AND I KNOW THAT THE BIODIVERSITY OF AN AREA IS THE MOST IMPORTANT ASPECT OF A COUNTRY - PLEASE DO ALL YOU CAN TO PROTECT THIS.  SARAH BROWN, Manchester, -- GB
We urge you not to bring shame upon the British people back in the UK and the government you represent in the British Virgin Islands by enabling hotel, marina and golf course developers to destroy the ecosystem of Hans Creek Lagoon. Your duty is to protect and preserve our world's diminishing fragile marine ecosystems not collude in the destruction of them with greedy for profit developers. Uphold these Islands' planning laws and kick these developers' destructive plans into touch..forever and a day.  Norma Caton, Hoghton  Nr Preston, -- GB
Dear mister O'Neal, For the sake of the future of my (and your) children and grandchildren I think it's important to make choices NOW on their behalf: choices to protect nature, NOT choices that are profitable/desirable for the rich and famous (which is a small minority on our planet anyways). For too long nature has suffered immensely on human impact. Time to change, or otherwise we have to face the negative consequences. Our children will suffer then. This is the last thing any person would want, right? I hope you can follow my plea. And that you will ensure the protecting of your beautiful area of islands!  Job Verweijen, Spierdijk, -- NL
Leave this land to the animals and wildlife that  own this earth.  Karen Nash, Woodhall Spa, Lincolnshire, -- GB
You do not own this land, you are merely a caretaker. Leave it to the wildlife!  Derek Nash, Woodhall Spa, Lincolnshire, -- GB
Money cant buy the oxygen and other treasures that the tropical forest provides  Edina Husanovic, London, -- GB
Please do not ruin this. It is hard to retain confidence in our sysem when protected areas are destroyed for the wealthy. this is not for a charity, this if for greed.  Helen Wright, nottingham, -- GB
i am against it  moges berhanu, southampton, -- GB
you regressive idiots, conservation has never been more crucial.  Lucas Amin, london, -- GB
Don't you think we have ruined this world enough. Mans' GREED! and lack of foresight has caused enough environmental devastation to this Planet already without adding more.  FREDERICK BARNES, GILLINGHAM KENT, -- GB
It is totally disgusting if this development is allowed to go ahead. Surely man has enough 'luxury' resorts elsewhere in the worly. Another is not needed, especially at such a cost to nature and other life forms that currently exist there.  Karen Gates, Essex, -- GB
You have a unique ecosystem on Beef Island - don't destroy it! Please protect wildlife in the BVI!  Michal Molcho, Oxford, -- GB
I am very concerned about global warming and the kind of world we are leaving to our children and grandchildren. Please don't add to the destruction of rain forest and fish habitats.  Eleanor Barden, Northampton, -- GB
Where will the killing of our beautiful world stop????  Iain Buers, Ipswich, -- GB
Please consider the impact on the ecosystem of your developments, and consider relocating them.  Andy Eyre, Oxford, -- GB
Please do not do this. It is sheer vandalism.  Colin Doran, Whitby, -- GB
Please leave this natural ecosystem habitat well alone. We have destroyed enough of natures natural environments, and should be conserving areas such as these not destroying them in the name of commercialism and profit.  Janet Bowden, Surrey, -- GB
Sir, I believe that we must allow space for other living beings, and this space is vital to them. Please leave this area for nature.  Dale Benest, St. Saviour, Jersey, -- GB
You are in danger of spoiling the very things visitors to your country are coming to see.  Sian Stone, Swansea, -- GB
Dear  , Premier of the British Virgin Islands, I am very concerned about threats to the marine environment around Beef Island on the British Virgin Islands. Beef Island boasts important dry tropical forest, and mangroves that are integrated with sea grass, salt ponds and coral reef habitats. The ecosystem of Hans Creek Lagoon, a marine protected area, is crucial for sustaining viable fisheries around Beef Island and throughout the territory. The proposed hotel, marina and golf course complex would destroy this world-class treasure. Beef Island has the most important mangrove ecosystem in the BVI, second in acreage only to far-flung Anegada. All of Tortola's nine mangrove ecosystems have already been decimated or destroyed by development. Mangrove systems provide nurseries for hatchling birds and juvenile fish, homes for lobster and conch and feeding grounds for waders and waterfowl T Carnan  Tracey Carnan, Swindon, -- GB
We must protect our marine environment.  Pamela Martin, Richmond, VA US
Dear Prime Minister Whilst I understand the need to develope for tourism and income with the present downturn in flight numbers and the projected increase it is likely that existing tourist areas will not be visited enough and the prices will drop a lot due to overcapacity. Your natural resource might at that point have more value than a half abandoned tourist zone Regards Stephen Linturn  Stephen Linturn, Kinloss, -- GB
Don't add to the worldwide destruction of vital ecosystems - these environments need protection not desctruction.  Katherine Thomas, Brechin, -- GB
Please do not ruin this fantastic natural treasure! Wildlife is important!  Clare Suttle, Southampton, -- GB
Stop unnecessary development. The health of marine ecosystems is important  Kathryn Picton, Richmond, VA US
To use nature places for such waste as resorts is a cruel act against Mother Nature. One day, you will regret this.  Akvile Zvaliauskaite, London, -- GB
Dear Rt. Hon. Ralph T. O'Neil, I am concerned to hear about the proposed development at Beef Island. The importance of this island to ecology and biodiversity is evidently great and is representative of global coastal and marine ecosystems which are becoming increasingly threatened by development and thus require protection. Not only are mangroves important habitat but they provide an important contribution to the survival of coral reefs offshore. Mangroves also stabilise the coastline protecting it from erosion and removal of mangrove habititat could have an adverse effect on any development there, as has been widely experienced in SE Asia. In addition, destroying these pristine habitats would surely destroy the very attractions that appeals to tourists. I urge you to reconsider the future of this development proposal for the sake of the loss of habitat and wildlife but also for the detrimental effect it could have on local tourism, economy and the future coastal stability or your island. Sincerely, Joe Edgell. MSc Engineering in the Coastal Environment.  Joe Edgell, Southampton, -- GB
This cannot be allowed to go ahead. The destruction of wildlife and habitats is unacceptable and clearly wrong.  Jessica Gardner, Bristol, -- GB
Please do not sacrifice the delicate and beautiful eco system for financial gain and a totally unimportant further hotel/golf course etc. Weigh up the bigger issues and you will be rewarded both environmentally and spiritually.  ann Gale-Mann, London, -- GB
I believe that we should protect the valuable nature that is so under threat in this modern world. We need to be precious about it.  Margaret S H Windross, Chatham, Kent, -- GB
what you have at the moment is a far more valuable commodoty than a golf course/hotel complex and you'll realise too late, like so many African countries that have decemated their forests and now realise they've murdered the one thing that would make them interesting to the rest of the world. If you destroy it you'll never get it back.  deanna johnson, london, -- GB
This is another example of financial profit over wildlife and environment. If the line isn't drawn here, then where?  Martin Runc, Northampton, -- GB
Dont ruin earth with stupid things.....animals live there and souldnt have there home wrecked!!!  Paige xxxxx, Sheff, -- GB
PLEASE do not accept money as being the price to replace these sacred and rare, irreplaceable things-money can be spent, these precious things can never ever be bought....  yvette gulland, llandderfel, bala, -- GB
Please don't destroy your precious environment, for the sake of the people of the British Virgin Islands and for the world.  sue caro, London, -- GB
Don't do this.  Leah Keeper, Thompson, MB CA
I'm a scuba diver and became one AFTER I visited these islands - please protect and keep them as they are. Do NOT allow this resort to be built.  Julie Thrasher, New Orleans, LA US
Promote eco-tourisme rather than another resort.  Tara Haddrell, Chelsea, QC CA
you must respect the natural habitat, buildings are everywhere, what you have over there is natural beauty, and home to many animals,birds,so not destroy  Desmond Ali, benin, -- BJ
Sir I would urge you to reconsider proposed development. I just became a grand-mother to a baby girl and fear that, by the time my grand-daughter can identify marine life it will only be in pictures as new developments will signify more waste of animal life.  roslyn o cionnaith, Dromod Leitrim, -- IE
Hi, everybody! We all must care about some nice and clean places on the Earth how much we can. Right!  Karin Raie, Dublin 7, -- IE
This is an absolute disgrace. Surely you should develop your tourism around what you have, rather than destroying it for yet another golf course!  Christine Haydon, Waterlooville, -- GB
Greed will destroy our planet, as surely as it has destroyed many of its occupants. Stop this development now, and protect our future generations' inheritance, a beautiful world, albeit already battered and bruised by human greed. It has to stop somewhere, why not with you?  Hilda Gannon, Tubbercurry, -- IE
As a Ph.D. in Wildlife Ecology (Mich. St. U. 1990), who has worked in the tropics, I am aware of the ecological importance of mangrove forests. We need to halt all development that decimates them.  Goran Blomberg, Lansing, MI US
At what cost? Capitalism appears to be swallowing up our world!  Sophie McDaid, Wexford, -- IE
Thank you for your help.  MaryAnna Foskett, Arlington, MA US
the only good development is ecologically deigned permaculture, and even then the majority of land on a beautiful island full of pristine natural diversity like this should be protected and preserved s much as possible. Intelligent ecotourism can help to fund this preservation, but the ecotourism must be "REAL" not some kind of greenwashed slick marketing. Why do people need more golf courses? To me this is completely ridiculous, if you want to enjoy the great outdoors and beauty of nature go for a hike and learn to find interest in the beauty of rare birds, insects, plants and animals and understand the intricacies of their niche habitats.  Bryan Milne, Brooklyn, NY US
Please do not take one of the few natural areas of this world that is left, please find it within your heart to see that your actions have far reaching effects on all the life in this beautiful place and all related area's. Kind regards, David .C Marshall.  David. C Marshall, Cork, -- IE
Your government should be ashamed of itself.  Paul Haggerty, East Kilbride, -- GB
Stop killing the planet. Leave space to wild life!  Claude Geronimus, London, -- GB
When will it stop with the developers. If it was up to them, their would not be any paradise islands left. They have destroyed the Grand Caymans(beaches are full of garbage)& Dominican Republic (no jungle left). The worst thing is once they get in there, they tell you what to do and you can't get them out. They don't care about the island, because it's all about money and they can go home.  Marilyn Schmidek, Stony Plain, AB CA
There are very few unspoilt natural places left today, even in Ireland. Don't make the same mistake, Eco-tourism might not make as much money, but it is more rewarding in the long term.  Jose Ospina, Skibbereen, Co. Cork, -- IE
coral reefs and Mangrove forests are the first line of defense against tidal waves. This makes them invaluable. Biodiversity, the diversity of rich ecosystems are invaluable and worth millions of dollars. Short term economic gain for speculative development for a minority interest should not determine the outcome in this case. John Haughton  John Haughton, Dublin 13, -- IE
We have nature in our care to hand on to our descendants. What is destroyed cannot be replaced. Please put the long term over short term profit.  Patrick Quigley, Dublin, -- IE
Rape, pillage, destruction, is this our contribution to Mother Earth and the legacy we will leave?  Cathy Clements, Wolverhampton, -- GB
I appreciate the opportunity to travel to places such as Beef Island, but do not visit to see luxury resorts. I visit to appreciate the wildlife and nature. Life is dimished when it is destroyed. We do not have the right to destroy these ecosystems. We should maintain a balance, not destroy it in the name of financial gain for a few.  Laura Sorensen, Bracknell, -- GB
Your beautiful heritage is worth more than all the money in the world. It can never, ever be replaced  joseph boyle, Carlingford,, -- IE
hotels marinas and golf courses can go anywhere .Why destroy the mangroves why deprive our children of our heritage and knowledge  Christine Linn, London, -- GB
Do not keep destroying the ecostystems for these animals just because they cannot stand up for theirselves.  Anita Driscoll, Eagle, -- GB
It is getting out of hand the greed and disregard for what precious nature we have left. At least build eco-resorts that blend with nature, not these unsightly hotel high rises, some of the ugliest things humans have done on the planet, no matter how much marble flooring and crystal you have, high rises next to ocean beaches and natural areas are still ugly. We can do much better with eco awareness and we have the technology to implement green structures, sustainable buildings, etc. Make a wise, more sustainable stance- be innovators and cutting edge rather than the same old scourge on the planet. Show some respect and intelligence towards Mother Earth's last places of real Beauty!  Genya Bonfield, Nanaimo, -- CA
Why not instead create an eco-friendly resort that does not destroy critical habitat, or none at all?  Madeline Halloway, Grass Lake, MI US
Please save this natural space.  Don Bennett, Dublin, -- IE
Dear Mr. O'Neal, you and I know Money is not everything, they will still carry their problems inside their heads if they get this site, it won,t make them any happier we know this, or more contented, as what they need is inside of them. see. wordsofpeace.net. be fulfilled and happy without destroying everywhere and everything, lets love and respect what we have, not destroy it for nothing, it won,t make anyone any happier. But the ecosystem will sing the silent songs of life and breathe a deep relieve dsigh, and say thank you for respecting us, thank you. Mr. O,Neal, we know you know whats right. thank you  Jenny Harwood, swansea, -- GB
In these times of greater respect and understanding of the importance of the natural world i believe it is very wrong to knowingly and willingly destroy such a rare ecosystem and replace it with a leisure resort.  Sophie Lees, Bury St Edmunds, -- GB
please give a little of your time and send a precious thought to enable this treasure to survive for us all.... thankyou  lesley daniels, essex, -- GB
We need to protect these precious habitats and ecosystems, not destroy them for the sake of human selfishness. Other species live on this planet too, and it's time we started remembering that we aren't the only ones with the right to be here. We have the ability to destroy, or we have the ability to protect and preserve. Please, let's choose the latter option.  Eleanor Warren, Teignmouth, -- GB
This sort of proposal flies in the face of what we as inhabitants and caretakers of this planet are trying to accomplish.Once again shortsighted greed is imperiling we as a people, for the sake of an elite minority who could give one whit for the problems this earth of ours faces.If this project goes through once again we will see Corporate maelevolence at its "finest"!  paul O'Sullivan, carrick on suir, -- IE
Developers & their greed are destroying the World we live in, why can't people stand back & see what we already have, what we have already destroyed & look to preserving the little thats left for future generations of human & wildlife!  Olive Hickey, Killarney, -- IE
Please do not destroy this natural habitat in order to erect a playground for the priveleged elite.  Justin Ahern, Dublin, -- IE
such developments could and should be constructed in parts of the world where they would reduce poverty by creating employment , right or wrong the wealthy rarely listen to justice.  gerry myles, birmingham, -- GB
I am deeply worried about the continual damage inflicted upon our environment for the satisafaction of humankind, this seems to be another such destructive and self-indulgent act and i beg you to reconsider in light of the consequences of your actions.  louisa baron, surrey, -- GB
Enough is surely enough! Once you allow this sirt of development there is no going back. You cant replace destroyed ecosystems so why not exercise a little principle by stopping this unnecessary destruction? This cannot be described as development. It is destruction of a unique resource for which you hold temporary responsibility for the benefit of a privileged few and I urge you to  Thomas Michael Hardy, Huddersfield, -- GB
Premier O'Neal, Please protect the precious environments in your county. These ecosystems are your "gold". My family and I enjoy the natural environments, forests, and ecosystems rather than the concrete buildings, sidewalks, and other man-made objects. The elders in your community may also embrace the wisdom of protecting the natural habitat of your country. Look at the places that have been lost forever to gross development in other countries. When reefs, habitats, and ecosystems are destroyed, it is a sad reflection of the people of the land. Please hold the earth dear to your heart and soul and protect your country's natural resources. Respectfully, Sandi Anderson, Colorado, United States of America  Sandi Anderson, Glenwood Springs, CO US
Respect life and nature more than money. Mark Giel, Middlesbrough, -- GB
just look and really think.. imagine panning yourself out far away from the earth and looking at the overall picture.  bil rose, totnes, -- GB
Please do your utmost to protect this wonderful habitat fot the future.  Cristina Parker, Burton-on-Trent, -- GB
You do not have the moral right to destroy the local environment. You have a moral and legal duty to protect it for future generations.  Roderic Dunbar, Portadown, -- GB
Everything said and every plea for the importance of Beef Island etc., we agree with and endorse wholly. It will be a violation of trust of our generation all to ravage this beautiful and important area for the 'fun' of the few. Please review your options and keep faith with

 your wonderful marine environment for the future generations to come.  patricia & william patterson, Cardiff     United Kingdom, -- GB
It would be an absolute disgrace to let this kind of development destroy the beauty and the nature of Beef Island. A total outrage! This should be stopped at all costs. Sonia Ni Murchu  Sonia Ni Murchu, Drogheda, -- IE
Whats more important, Money or the world we live in?  Guy Waite, ripon, -- GB
with the worlds fish stock decreasing theres never been a better time to start preserving these areas of natural wealth and if you ask me it will be a better investment for the futher even financial  niall baitson, dublin, -- IE
I feel there is so much destruction around the planet of wild habitat that it is critical to preserve Beef Island as a natural wild habitat.  anna sisk, Dublin 6., -- IE
Please don't destroy the beauty and vital ecology of your island just to further the expansion of the corporate leisure industry, whose sole purpose is to create playgrounds for the rich  John Fi, Kilkenny, -- IE
we can live without one less hotel resort on earth  cara packer, gillett, PA US
the islad are beautiful there is no need to destroy the islands history and the animals that live there so please do not build the resort on the island. Thank you  Jamie Pilfold, Lincoln, -- GB
Enough of corporate greed - it is time to preserve nature & wildlife.  Peggy Fugate, Oxford, OH US
The world should be working together to save the planet for our children - not destroying it.  Lorraine Haines, bedfordshire, -- GB
You have the opportunity to be remembered as the saviour of Beef Island and Hans Creek Lagoon. I hope the very environment that you are lucky enough to watch over is more important than businessmen who could not care less where their next dollar comes from. Please, make a stand for your World. Thank you for your time.  Adam Joyner, Emsworth, -- GB
Developments for the rich around the world are destroying our ecosystems, its time leaders stood up and said 'stop', this is your chance, Rt. Hon. Ralph T. O'Neal, to be the first.  Crea Nolan, Clondra, -- IE
the world is already being spoiled by humans, leave nature alone,animals and birds need their habitat to survive  Victor Hart, hemel hempstead, -- GB
How many places of beauty have been destroyed already for the sake and greed of man? Please do not ruin this wonderful place, it will not only destroy its beauty, it will destroy its wildlife and history.  Bianca Massey, Kidderminster, -- GB
ANYWHERE CAN HAVE A HOTEL - PLEASE PROTECT THE SPECIAL PLACES THAT YOU HAVE FOR THE FUTURE - YOU KNOW IT MAKES SENSE!!!  Annette Haidemenos, leicester, -- GB
We are doing our small part to save the PLANET by recycling not using plastic carriers etc., you could do much more by preventing this development.  John Mosely, Morden, -- GB
Please us in Salt Cay, TCI also!  Cindi Nathans, Wilmington, NC US
Please dont turn your island into something that will only destroy it. There are only a few places in the world that havent been distroyed by man so please know people will be paying through the roof one day to just be able to lay on a beach with no hotels or any construction around them.  Jessica Rodgers, Dublin, -- IE
Heaven only knows how this island landed up with such a disgusting name but having said that there is no excuse at all, least of all for the sake of mere profit, for destroying yet more precious flora and fauna that this planet is losing every day. Additionally, unknown to you and scientists in their present knowledge of discoveries, you could be destroying sources of plants that could yield medicinal benefits. We came from the sea at one time, and to have existed there we must have healed ourselves there. PLEASE think first. Thoughts can be reversed, actions cannot.  Anne Williamson, WARE, Hertfordshire, -- GB
the marina and golf course fraternity have so many places to go, please protect this important ecosystem, which is unique and fragile, be guardians of your island, not destroyers, hear these pleas, and surely your own conscience , thankyou  marcea colley, Totnes, -- GB
Hotels can be built anywhere. Life cannot exist everywhere. But it exists here. Protect it so that it may continue to do so.  Alex Beigel, Sidney, OH US
How many more beautifull places or animals will be distroyed? come on please dont let this wonderfull place suffer this distruction. we are borrowing this earth to live on,lets keep it in a wonderfull condition,lets not destrioy it.thanks ....tracy  tracy ghafur, london, -- GB
Please tell that developer to build this wretched complex in his mother's back yard. The Beef Island doesn't need any more destruction.  Marty Mathieson, Shelton, NE US
What is more important for our planet? ANOTHER hotel and golf course or the marine environment and ecosystem around this beautiful island??? C'mon, let the rich go find another backyard to play in. Keep them out of Beef Island!  Alain Hall, Buffalo, NY US
look after this planet any way we can, we only have one for our children  georgie stevens, Toowoomba, -- AU
Nature was here first!  Christopher Pond, Pinellas Park, FL US
I've been to Beef Island several times and it is beautiful. The diving experience in the BVI is like no other. Please do not destroy the ecosystems and wonderful marine habitats in order to build a resort. Think about the destruction and future consequences this will cause. Thank you.  Carrie Phillips, Denver, CO US
happy to Protect the British Virgin Islands Marine Area From Development! Warms Ale  Alejandro Silveira, Montevideo, -- UY
Dear Premier O'Neal: Please intervene to save this most imperiled area from destructive development. How many more animal and plant species must go extinct before we begin taking conservation seriously. Thank you.  Frank Kling, Woodstock, IL US
Nature, her wonderful resources, her beauty are priceless  Miriam Mesa-Villalba, London, -- GB
With increasing, government driven, ecological awareness in the west does this development not stand a chance of being stigmatised and underused. That would truly be a waste of what is a natural tourist attraction.  Graham Ellson, Derby, -- GB
Dear Rt. Hon. Ralph T. O'Neal, Now, more than ever, as our planet's climate changes become less a matter of scientific debate and more one of real political concern and humantarian crisis, we cannot continue to place economic oppurtunities above long term environmental damage. Sincerely, Mhici Ni Mhurchu  Mhici Ni Mhurchu, Limerick, -- IE
We must get over this arrogant notion that the earth is ours to use for the amusement of the human race. We have no right to distroy God's creation out of our selfishness. Stop allowing construction which endangers our planet's species.  Shea Hansen, Green Bay, WI US
To whoever is reading this from this planned resort, YOU cannot build this resort. If you do I might as go there and build a resort on top of your head and throw golf balls at you.  Chaz Inwald, Rockville Centre, NY US
I urge you to reconsider this decision, which will lead to the destruction of these important ecosystems and protected areas. In the current climate, in which development, greed and profit frequently seem to be have a higher value placed on them than the environment, which of course we and the rest of natural world depend on so much for survival, I ask that you begin the process of placing greater importance on our natural environment than corporate greed and profit margins by preventing this development from taking place, by preventing the destruction of the Beef Island area.  Roisin McKelvey, Edinburgh, -- GB
Your beautiful country is greatly admired but please protect it for future generations to enjoy!  Richard Baker, PINNER, -- GB
quit your plans man...leave nature alone  sean obrien, frew, -- GB
Dear Premier O'Neal, Please try to think of the long term effects to the environment if this development goes ahead, rather than the very short term profits for a few people and the temporary enjoyment of a few interlopers, who have plenty of other places to go to.  Jane Cannon, Newbury, -- GB
I will never spend my tourist dollars there! Why would I want to go to a beautiful island with wonderful natural habit with a big ugly hotel structure stuck in the middle of it? I'm sure the asphalt for the parking lot will fit in nicely with the surrounding scenery too...  Charlotte Graves, New Orleans, LA US
I just came back from a vacation to Flordia. I was sick from what I saw there. The sewage from the city's sewage treatment plant was so offensive that I had to use air freshners in my motel room. The water coming out of the tap could not be drank it tasted so polluted. Thousands upon thousand of acres of developement brought in the junket Chinese vendors to set up stores on every street. Crime rates go up because tourists become easy targets. Quaility of life becomes a stress filled with traffic jams, honking horns, road raged people on a dead line to get some where. Is that what you want to live in? I pray that you stop the developement. Not just to protect the enviroment but to protect yourself and family. I sell real estate .... and I am reaching out to help other comunities not make this huge mistates. God Bless you witih the decision you make.  S Silljer, Haskell, OK US
Dear Premier O'Neal, we all have a responsibility to protect what we can of the world's ecosystems. I urge you to protect the special environment of Beef Island, as you have this responsibility.  Harriet Bailey, London, -- GB
This is not progress nor does it help long term economical grows as it destroys the very thing people want to see. Please watch the 11th Hour by Leonardo Decaprio  SHARON RICHARDS, stratford upon avon, -- GB
I have visited the BVIs ... Please preserve the ecological systems by sponsoring more responsible development - if you are going to develop at all! Save what you have for future generations to see and enjoy ~ it's all too important to throw away in a heartbeat over cash!  Judy Miller-Lyons, Highland Mills, NY US
I love the oceans and waters of our planet, I love conches, coral reefs and believe in a safe home and haven for rare species and all species, I am disgusted that you are going to give up a sacred part of your planet, this does not exist anywhere else on earth! hotels, golf courses and yachts already do, This is something rare and beutiful , a that effects the lives of many species ! Think for your grandchildrens grand children!  Ruadhan Creed Myles, Cork, -- IE
Go Green  craig mckerley, Tulsa, OK US
We must look after the ecosystem for future generations  DAWN BUTT, Welwyn Garden City, -- GB
Protecting precious ecosystems is far more important than the profits a resort might offer.  Shen Paun, Pittsburgh, PA US
yOU MUST STOP THIS CORPORATE GREED TO THIS WONDERFUL ISLAND, LETS PUT NATURE FIRST, BEFORE IT'S TOO LATE.  Pat Savory, London, -- GB
Please try to value what you have; it is easier if you think about it. Make it a little more comfortable to be out in your space, like an elevated walk way and give people some names and numbers to understand the environment. Get some real photographers to document the beauty you have, and build a commerce around preservation instead of destroying it for something people can find in the back of McDonalds, at a cost that is too great- your heritage, our heritage... talk about REal Golfing, if you must golf, do a rough golf touranment once a year and offer up something nice as a prize- a week on the coast in a hut, eating locally caught food and hearing stories by the old timers... PLEASE don't destroy what you have chasing something that is ultimately unfulfilling.  Sara Beth Cowgill, Williamson, WV US
This would be a crime against future generations to destroy this natural environment.  Margaret Docherty, Glasgow, -- GB
I used to live in the Virgin Islands some years ago and will always treasure my memories of the beautiful marine environment. Please don't destroy what you will not be able to replace!  Elisabeth Donovan, Lossiemouth, -- GB
Please reconsider this 'development' - it sounds more like destruction of a beautiful eco-system to me.  Roberta Farinet, Dayton, OH US
Dear Rt. Hon. Ralph T. O'Neal, Premier of the British Virgin Islands, I am very concerned about threats to the marine environment around Beef Island on the British Virgin Islands. Rather then being pursaded by developments in the area and making money through having 5 star resorts in the area. I think you should really help protect this area, and protecting the ecosystem in this beautiful place.  Kathy Hansen, Burien, WA US
The world is in need of saving - we all know this now. Please, with the power vested in you, make decisions that help - not harm - our ongoing struggle to save our planet. Do something you'd be proud to tell your grandchildren about.  Desmond Rodenbour, Surrey, BC CA
There are ENOUGH fancy places for people to go. You don't need another. The people who REALLY need a break can't afford them anyway.  Suzanne Kaufmann, Beaverton, OR US
Please protect your beautiful islands and wildlife, don't let the greedy short sighted few push more animals closer to extinction. Remember the value of your wildlife and plant-life, once gone it can never be replaced.  Raymond Herapath, Ashford, -- GB
The environment's destruction is the destruction of us all. Its protection is our salvation.  Cara Louise, Bideford, -- GB
The precious places on our earth are dissapearing fast, and with them we lose incredible eco systems, we must not allow this to carry on any longer, especially for a few wealthy people to use as aplayground. We must look after our earth, or else we will have nothing left to support the humans, and we too will be gone.  Anne Beckett, Blandford, Dorset, -- GB
Please stop the destruction of nature  Adelita Broom, Caterham, -- GB
please help to protect our environment for future generations  paul maple, southampton, -- GB
We have to keep beautiful unspoilt environments free from the developer. Hope you win  Pam Hanson, Stockport, -- GB
It is highly important that we do all that we can to protect the marine environment around Beef Island. We need to learn how to nurture nature and not continue to disregard or destroy it.  Niechele Gambill, Lometa, TX US
live, laugh, love. Not hurt, not kill.  Hope Wason, Springfield, VA US
we don't need another resort  Donna Hefner, Austell, GA US
I am particularly concerned about further loss of live corals that this project would result in.  Tamara Colloff-Bennett, Leeds, West Yorkshire, -- GB
this area has life within it! we don't need to destory more then we already have! it's sacred!  Anne fuller, Newport News, VA US
I implore you to stop this development. Beef Island is a special part of the world, and once it's destroyed by development, it will never come back. You can influence this course of events, so please stop the resort. There are so few wild places left on earth, and this little one should stay intact.  Rebecca Campbell, Brooklyn, NY US
Stop destroying every thing that you touch in order to cater to the rich.  Lois Kain, Santa Maria, CA US
Please help protect whatever little we are having of Mother Earth...We are autodestructing our planet...in the name of greed.  cookie tojeiro, South Miami, FL US
This planet is a living, breathing complexity of organisms and ecosystems and its destruction will have disasterous consequences. Think before you sabatage another area of this beautifal planet. Don't you think greed has allready done enough. When is enough??? Stop this madness of mass development and corruption of our planet before it's too late!  Dawn Frost, LONDON, -- GB
This island is needed for a resort but it is greater needed for the ecosystem. There are plenty of other places to open a resort but not on this one particular Island.  Matthew Lunsford, Dumas, AR US
PLEASE HEED BEFORE ITS TOO LATE  Betty Garfield, Kent, -- GB
Our environment we jnherit form our ancesters and pass on to our children in a health state.  John O Donoghue, dublin 11, -- IE
It is criminal to destroy anymore areas of natural beauty that sustains so much wild life where are people's consience? This is all about money again!  Chris Gordon, Reading, -- GB
is there no where that is safe, set a good example and leave the area away from the hands of destructive consumer pleasure!  james connor, kilmaurs, -- GB
This is a terrible thing to do to your beautiful island. You would destroy so many irreplaceable eco-system's and habitats. To raise money from tourists it would be better to use the unspoilt beauty of your island, not destroy it so that it looks the same as any other complex. In the long term, your people will not thank you for it! Please don't do it!  Fiona Wright, Swindon, -- GB
Dear Rt. Hon, Ralph T O'Neal, I would like to express my concern at the planned developments around Beef Island on the Virgin Islands. Development would have a destructive and irrevocable effect upon the ecosystems in this area, which,in turn, has a wider impact upon the global environment I urge you to review this decision, which would also help restore confidence in the BVI's decision making process. Yours sincerely Ann Simpson  Ann Simpson, Rochdale, -- GB
Please reconsider this development - is it really necessary, or is it because man 'needs' it? We seem to be destroying the eco system on our planet through unecessary developments and mans greed for needing more.  Jane McGillion, Cumbernauld, -- GB
your beautiful islands are so amazing, any destruction of the natural habitat is not only a lose to your citizens but to the world as a whole community, don't be taken over by developers or rich marina's the world will be a duller less diverse place.  Emily scrivener, sible hedingham, -- GB
We were given the name 'Nature's Little Secret' for a reason. When we destroy the beauty that our islands hold...marine life, mangroves, etc. tourists will no longer be interested in what we have to offer. We have to value what we have and not allow outsiders to influence the development of our island. NO development results in no progression, slow or gradual development results in success over time but fast development results in total disaster. Let us be very aware of our actions...research and foresight is key.  Sophia Cupid, TORTOLA, -- VG
Britain doesn't have any other places with rare coral and marine life like this it the only exotic thing we have on our tiny island please don't ruin it  Yasmin Murray, essex, -- GB
Beef Island boasts important dry tropical forest, and mangroves that are integrated with sea grass, salt ponds and coral reef habitats. The ecosystem of Hans Creek Lagoon, a marine protected area, is crucial for sustaining viable fisheries around Beef Island and throughout the territory. The proposed hotel, marina and golf course complex would destroy this world-class treasure.  Pam Michaels, Centereach, NY US
Dear Premier O'Neil, I seriously believe that the rich of this world do not need another habitat for themselves at the dear cost of more precious wildlife disappearing from the face of this planet. :-) You have my moral support in stopping the globally ongoing madness in your council. Kind regards, Michael  Michael Ransmann, Reading, -- GB
Havnt we taken over enough of these islands?Theres plenty of others in the Virgin Islands that have resorts on them. Give it up.  Jackie Richards, Ypsilanti, MI US
Some places are too valuable to be developed. This area is one of them.  James Roberts, Palouse, WA US
Dear Rt. Hon. Ralph T. O'Neal, Premier of the British Virgin Islands, please protect the Beef Island marine environment and do not allow the proposed hotel, marina, and golfcourse to be built. They will detract from the island and damage it's ecosystems. Save Beef Island from unneccessary development!!!  Toni Longley, Santa Cruz, CA US
I am appalled to learn of this proposed development and ask that you exercise all your power to protect the marine environment by refusing this proposal. sincerely, J Adey  John Adey, Christow, -- GB
There must be a location suitable to your needs that won't destroy such an important habitat.  Richard Maher, Dublin, -- IE
Don't be that guy.  Kaylee Dickerson, Daytona Beach, FL US
Again with trying to kill animals for no reason! We don't need to develop any more land! We need to preserve land for the animals too you know! I mean, they have a right to live in this planet too! Jeez people. Get real!  Sarah Keyes, Easley, SC US
Dear sir, please do not keep making the same mistakes industrial countries have made for the sake of the almighty dollar and pound. Use your power to preserve and protect the animals and areas that have no voice from the people who seek to mow down and pave natural areas in order to make money for only a select few. You have the power to protect these fragile areas and make your legacy as one who is not motivated and swayed by money, but is motivated and moved to do the right thing. SAVE the fragile ecosystems that are BEEF ISLAND now and FOREVER. This is a far better legacy to build for yourself than the fleeting satisfaction of garnering a monetary score for yourself and a select few who care nothing for our natural world. Your care and consideration for my plea to you is greatly appreciated.  Melissa Youngberg, naples, FL US
i hope u really do read these comments and take note of everyones opinions and views. I hope u aren't just out to make money and don't care about any other livings things except yourselves.  Nicol Wilkinson, preston, -- GB
The health of the planet is more important than another man made holliday resort for the worlds rich people. Leave the area as it is, as God intended  Peter McDade, Kirkintilloch, -- GB
Please help these creatures , they need you .  John Jackson, Willenhall, -- GB
Please dont destroy this beautiful environment.What legacy are we leaving future generations?  Jennifer Crofts, Leven Fife, -- GB
Review what has happened to Cancun and Cozumel before allowing destruction of this pristine area.  vivian LeFebvre, Co Spgs, CO US
Don't lose a valuable and beautiful resource to greedy short-termism!  helena saunders, london, -- GB
Today is World Ocean Day, Leave natural places undeveloped.  Dana Machovec, Banff, AB CA
Stop catering for the couldn't care less moneyed people who would be better donating 90% of their wealth to help eradicate poverty and injustice in this world!  William Gunn, Aberdeen, -- GB
With the earth full of development that has made a negative impact onto the world, why does this help? The place is a amazing place and should not be overcome by development. The eath is filled with such and the rest needs to be preserved.  Tara McCloskey, Madison, CT US
I add my words of support for protecting the marine environment around Beef Island.  Megan Michaels, Napa, CA US
The few exotic pieces of marine reserve are again threatened by the greed of others. We as a global community should not forget the beauty of a virgin land.  Keith Razack, Richmond Hill, NY US
Please protect this beautiful island. The people in the future will be grateful.  May Robinson, Baltimore, MD US
I ask you to seriously reconsider what you are doing. Does the world not need more, and depend upon, rare habitats such as this lagoon for its very existence, and not more golf courses and marinas for yachts? Places like this are already world-class in their natural state. They don't need improving upon.  Richard Crowhurst, Ramsey, Isle of Man, -- GB
Do not wreck the world with greed and selfishness and going after obscene amounts of money. The world doesn't need another golf course. The world NEEDS its mangrove systems.  Barbara Tomlinson, Seattle, WA US
Please don't go ahead with the project. Eco tourism is a huge business, you would be supported by more people if you decide to keep the island as a protected site, instead of a rich-man's playground.  A Bailey, London, -- GB
Dear Friend,The people who are wanting to "develop " this Island have only one interest....that is how much profit goes into their own pockets...no matter what it costs the rest of the world. Please do not allow the destruction of you beautiful and unique country to contnue. Sincerely , Graham E Smith.  Graham Smith, Nottingham, -- GB
Please respect the environment, and preserve and manage your irreplaceable heritage for future generations. Do not, in effect, sell the "family silver" just for a short term gain!  Geoffrey Osborn, Dartmouth,, -- GB
You are about to destroy a unique environment for short term financial gain. with so much flora and fauna endangered, how can you put the shallow needs of the rich over and above the needs of the planet. Do something to protect Beef Island from becoming just another commercial dropping in place for the rich. Keep it as it is and encourage people who care for the future of this planet.  susan vaughan, york, -- GB
Please stop this development, the world has many Mariners but far too few untouched, unspoilt places left.  Marisse Heaton, Barnstaple, -- GB
Golf for you today and more money than the developers need will mean no place for us and all of our children to live, let alone play and marvel in, all living things are interlinked please do not helpthe process of destruction of your home.  Jane Durrant, Ambleside, -- GB
Please Mr. O'Neal we in Ausralia are begging you to not allow this development to go through. The world is watching.  Jennifer Jones, Lilyfield, -- AU
It doesn't make sense to destroy the very things that make the island special.  Deborah Long, Banner Elk, NC US
It's time man learned to live in Harmony with the rest of GOD's creatures instead of continually destroying them. We are all God's creatures and it's time for financial greed to take a back seat!!!  Christine Parker, Aylesbury, -- GB
Please leave this beautiful sight natural.  Lane Warren, New York, NY US
How much more do humans intend to destroy on our (human, animal, plant, etc.) planet?  Bobbie Krafta, Dallas, TX US
Sir, please do not squander the heritage of Beef Island's future generations. Surely, there is someplace else that a hotel could be built? Once the forests and mangroves are destroyed, why would someone come to the Island? For another golf course or marina? Protect that which would draw people to your beautiful island.  Irene Bialas, Burlington, WI US
As a land owner in Virgin Gorda since l974 the proposed further development of the BVI is most alarming. We are tampering with the environment to the detrement of future generations. The BVI contains a magical eco system and we tamper with it at our peril. It is imperative we mainain the ecosystem which has been entrusted to our care.  sheila owen-smith, guildford, -- GB
I've looked at the developers plans and the Ocean River Institute's website and t seems to me that the main beneficiary will be the developers and not the people of the BVI - a short term gain against long term loss.  Adam Warren, Southampton, -- GB
Please, lets not destroy everything we touch, lets protect instead. Thank you  Patrice Wallace, Twin Lake, MI US
Nature can survive without man, but man cannot survive without nature.  Diana Maenhout, Carpinteria, CA US
work together do things to help all of us and not to exploit people or the earth and all life just for gain profit gain and money regards eamonn  Eamonn Gill, London, -- GB
Please only develope with nature, and not destroy it.  Stephen Cutt, Dover, -- GB
I would rather see rare wildlife species's living in a protected natural ecosystem, than a big, fancy, useless resort/golf course taking up land and space that wldlife need to thrive in. Wildlife and the habitats they live in are far more important than material human pleasures, and they must all be protected from this sort of needless developement.  Jacob Johnston, florence, MA US
please do everything you can to protect this valuable island and everything around it and to keep it in its present state, any of the plans would destroy it never to be reversed!  vicki bentley, truro, -- GB
do it green  Russell Rose, Kelowna Bc Canada, -- CA
Please do not allow this to happen to my neighbor island, only three miles a way!  Susan Mann, Cruz Bay, VI US
It is that there are just about enough 5 star hotels all around the world. We can always build a fancy 5 star hotel somewhere else with a secluded beach with same effects of serenity where wildlife is not threatened. 5 star resorts come by all the time but not wildlife and endangered species.  Rebecca William, Bendigo, Victoria, -- AU
Just look around you and see what you are doing. You can never turn back the clock. This beauty spot will be gone forever and replaced by concrete. Is that what you really want to achieve?  Hazel Lacey, London, -- GB
please think of long term effect.we have to start today if we want future generations to enjoy what we've had the privilege to.  maria georgiou, limerick, -- IE
please please put the welfare of our planet before your profits through exploitation of the natural resources which are irreplaceable. you are killing the future of my children.  Anna Winstanley, London, -- GB
Stop destroying mother nature, as time will come and the tables will be turned!!  Zulekha Karim, Leicester, -- GB
please save this precious eco-system  Troy Mc Partling, Dublin, -- IE
I live in a small village in the NE of Scotland where the fishing industry has collapsed due to EEC policy and pollution. Our town is dying on its feet and is a ghost town. moreover once destroyed, forest eco-systems are hard to replace. there are enough golf courses for the rich - please let them colonise Mars before they destroy our beautiful planet yours sincerely Daphne Francis grandmother and economist  Daphne Francis, Burghead, -- GB
This area is an invaluable natural habitat,which is becoming increasingly rare and is essential for the survival of a lot of wildlife, it is important to protect these areas now, when they are gone it will be too late.  Roderick Johnston, Lanark, -- GB
Save nature amd not making reach people reacher!  George Samartzis, Athens, -- GR
The BVI are on my "life list," - one of the places I want to see before I die. I want to come to see the natural beauty, not stay at an expensive development that has destroyed the natural beauty I came to see. Ecotourism can bring in dollars too. I'd much rather stay at a smaller, friendlier, casual, and less expensive hotel. Otherwise, why not just go to Vegas (Nevada, USA) where everything is already concrete, glitz, and neon? You cannot create the natural beauty that you are fortunate enough to have. There are a lot of people like me who will make environmentally responsible choices with their wallets and not buy or patronize products or places that don't share our values.  Trisha Hailperin, Raleigh, NC US
We are slowing destroying all that is true and natural and if we keep doing this, such as your plan, this world will implode and once it's gone you'll never get it back. Please do not ruin this beautiful area.  Lisa Baker, East Sussex, -- GB
Although it may not seem like it, people would much rather go to a place that is not all built up and covered with resorts. I know this doesn't put as much money in your pocket, but the right thing to do is to keep the beauty and lose the greed!  Kim Hensley, Turlock, CA US
Please let something be sacred in this day and age for once!  josephine longhurst, Romford, -- GB
There is word from the Scientific community that there are many unforseen consequences as a result of such disturbances to the environment. Please do not allow this destructive plan...Sally Elder  Sally Elder, Oak Harbor, WA US
Let's please keep the wild...wild not trashed by humans. thank you.  Carolyn Doswell, No. Hollywood, CA US
I've had the privilege of visiting the BVI and enjoying the unparalleled beauty. Please protect Beef Island!  Shirley Lange, Gahanna, OH US
Beef Island is charming, please don't destroy it with this development. My husband and I have visited precisely because it is mostly untouched. There are already so many resorts, there is a good chance that this one would not be successful. Ecotourism is the way of the future and would in the long term be more profitable. This development will ruin the island.  Jacqueline Edmundson, New Orleans, LA US
Please consider the option of ecotourism for this area; less habitat destruction and a smaller footprint would be both more economical for the developer, and appreciated by a growing segment of vacationers seeking environmentally responsible tourist options. It could be a win-win!  Lynn M. Howie, Holiday, FL US
All the Virgin Islands are a special place to me and my family! I have visited the islands more times than I can remember and their prestine beauty is just one of the things that makes them so special. The ecosystem on Beef Island needs to be protected! The wildlife needs our help to maintain a safe world in which to live. Do we really need another resort? I say no! The island wildlife does need its homeland!!!! Please keep the island free of more development and a safe place for our wildlife to live!!!  Pam Norton, Black Mountain, NC US
Save what is left of the reef.  Madeleine Charron, Bisbee, AZ US
Don’t be remembered as the man who sold Beef Island and it's wonderful habitat into yet another golf course in the world? Future generations, including from your own family will read about what happened to Beef island and wonder who was responsible for turning it into another sterile enviroment. Is that the legacy you want?  Hugh Clark, West Lothian, -- GB
This important site has a rich biological diversity, hence its protected status. Most nations in the world are signatories to the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) and this resort development is putting profit and development pressure before the protection of special sites that are the inheritance of the people and wildlife of this planet.  Don Cotton, Sligo, -- IE
there are plenty of places for great holidays- let the wildlife keep their place please.  helen pegden, Basingstoke, -- GB
Mangrove ecosystems are among the most prolific environments there are. It would be a crime to destroy Beef Island's.  Janice Hodghead, Hayfork, CA US
Just what the world needs, another hotel and golf course. How long before the SuperWalMart breaks ground?  Colleen Hutchins, Cambridge, MA US
World insanity seems to be getting worse apparently.... unbelievable that money ££ is the root cause of it.... Grr...  Geok Lay Loh, Harlow, Essex, -- GB
I have travelled here before and would be much less likely to visit the BVIs again should this hotel, marina and golf course get produced at this location.  Craig Mann, Durham, NC US
The BVI is my favorite place in the world to vacation. The ecosystem there is already very fragile. I vacation there because it is so beautiful, please help to keep the beauty there. More resorts are not needed. Vacationers enjoy the peace that they find, that will be destroyed by more resorts  Laura Boysen, Marengo, IL US
LET NOT DESTROY WHAT GOD MADE!!!  NAOMI DAVID, LAS VEGAS, NV US
Premier O'Neal, please do not bow to special interests but consider instead the long-term impact of this development both as destructive to wildlife and as undermining natural beauty, natural resources and tourism.  Ainslie Gilligan, Asheville, NC US
As an environmentalist, it is deeply discouraging to see such an important environmental area possibly destroyed for greed. Isn't there anything more important than greed? There should be; it is our survival dependent on the health of this planet. Do you have kids, grandkids? Do you want to leave them a healthy planet, or a built up planet that cannot sustain itself? The choice really is yours. At any rate, a good number of people are getting up to speed on the environment, and will be spending their dollars at eco-resorts, as my husband & I will. Please do the right thing and cancel or environmentally modify your plans. Thank you.  Hillary G. Buckingham, Hastings on Hudson, NY US
Let's not ruin what God made naturely good already.  Mark B. Strauss, Simi Valley, CA US
Please leave this wonderful eco-system for the sake of all the plants and animals within it and for future generations to come.  Julie Jackson, Derby, -- GB
There are enough playgrounds for the rich. Don't impoverish the planet by destroying this natural habitat. This is vandalism and a crime against humanity - the humanity that is part of the natural world.  Ann Rosenberg, London UK, -- GB
please ensure the Beef Island marine ecosystem is preserved  karen matthews, littlehampton, -- GB
In 1998 I visited the Islands on my honeymoon. Since then I have always longed to return and was in awe while there when I watched an Islander running down the beach waving his hands in the air. I realized he wasnt crazy he was in paradise and in a place of peace and wonder. I have never found a more peaceful group of people and place to visit. Since I have learned that celebrities discovered this little secret and it has become an escape for only the rich and famous. Do we really need another luxury resort? Have you ever snorkeled and saw the exotic bright yellow and orange fish that you pay hundreds for in a pet store? Ever swim through a school (thousands) of all bright blue fish? How many Marriott type resorts do we need? Send them to Rivera... Please support this  Teresa Mimbs, Jacksonville, FL US
The protection of this diverse and vitally important ecosystem must NOT be compromised by commercial development. We have got to stop sacrificing our environment to capitol gains.  Madelynn Frazier, Springfield, MO US
We must act now to preserve the few remaining pristine places the planet has left. Your decision will have a lasting impact on future generations, and saving Beef Island is the right thing to do for all of us.  Renae McKeon, Kearney, NE US
Please don't disturb the natural beauty of this land. It's not for you to ruin but for all to enjoy and keep as the maker intended !  Mini Richards, Chandler, AZ US
We must remember to share our planet. We don't need more development to further destruction of the natural world.  Laura Peck, Indio, CA US
Stop developing nature and start protecting it!  Tessa Barker, Eugene, OR US
Let us make positive steps now to protect this environment for future generations to enjoy.  Beth Richards, Northampton, -- GB
Please don't destroy these beautiful animal habitats - don't you think enough creatures are endangered already?  Sophie Drewery, Wisbech, -- GB
Please, time is running out. We no longer can ignore what we do to our natural treasures.  April Decker, San Diego, CA US
wow, this is abominable. If people want to see it they need to just go for a nature hike.  kathy lee, Costa Mesa, CA US
Once a precious ecosystem like this is lost it cannot be recovered. please do not allow this enviroment to be destroyed forever...there are many places for holiday makers to go and fewer and fewer places for the animals and plants of our world to flourish.  elizabeth ritchie, thornthwaite, -- GB
Our planet is precious and your island is one of its most precious jewels. Please don't desecrate it.  Deirdre Purcell, Mornington Co Meath, Ireland, -- IE
I am sickened by your lack of back bone and morals Mr. O`Neal. Greed before conscience !. I will be informing friends and family of this and asking them NOT to consider a holiday in the British Virgin Islands.  Jennifer Stone, Gloucestershire, -- GB
You Sir have the power to make the difference in preserving our planet!  Milorad Pesic, London, -- GB
This island should be left pristine! No new hotel, golf course or anything!  Joan Kirsten, Chatham, NJ US
Don't destroy what makes your Islands what they are- beautiful and virtually undisturbed. PLEASE. Don't let greed and eliteism alter the landscape.  diane k, west babylon, NY US
Wow, what a beautiful place; leave it for our grandkids, OK? Thanks.  R. F. Fischer, Austin, TX US
The more diverse ecosystems that we destroy for the sake of a building the further away we go from making a difference.  Jamie Thomas, Denver, CO US
If we really need it (which we do not) we should build up, not out. But we wont stop growing until we are limited in a way. Unlimited growth can do nothing but end in catastrophy.  Edward Morrison, Gunnison, CO US
Please route developement to less important areas.  Sally Hanna, Post Falls, ID US
I urge you to review these decisions urgently. An agreement to revisit the process at this stage, as called for by VIEC, would ensure that worldwide confidence is restored in the BVI decision-making process.  Laurel Watson, Maricopa, AZ US
FOR PROOF OF WHAT WILL HAPPEN CHECK OUT THE FLORIDA COAST REEF AND MANGROVES! PLEASE DO WHAT EVER IS NECESSARY TO SAVE YOUR REEF! ONCE IT IS GONE, SO IS EVERYTHING IT SUSTAINED! WE HAVE TO LEARN FROM OTHERS MISTAKES TO KEEP IT FROM BEING CATASTROPHIC TO EVERYONE ON A GLOBAL SCALE!  SHANNON VIVEIROS, SUNRISE, FL US
How can one even think of destroying coral reefs that take years to develop for the sake of a golf course. Humans need to understand that we are not the only species on the earth and that we are all intertwined. The destruction of one ultimately causes harm to all.  Carol Ssobczak, Westbury, NY US
Shall you be remembered as a man of great vision and moral fortitude, who resisted the lure of the old paradigm of exploiting our natural world, or will you fall for its false promise? Be a true leader and show the world that the BVI can be a model of true respect and care for the whole world- it is, after all, our only home. Thank you, Kathryn Santoyo  Kathryn Santoyo, San Luis Obispo, CA US
Premier, Sir: Please protect Beef Island. I have visited many times in the past and would hate to see the island fall to large developers which would inevitably ruin the pristine ecosystems there. Please be ecologically intelligent and protect the special habitats you have there. We have them nowhere else the same. Regards,  Denise Sampson, San Gregorio, CA US
Development is done is total disregard for the creatures that already inhabit an area. It's disgusting, pure and simple. The planet's in peral and still, development continues!!!!!  Vic Maietta, Green Island, NY US
The Caribbean has plenty of development. No more is necessary. Once wild lands are plowed under and paved over, there is no going back. Please save this wild island and its coral reef habitats. Reefs are one of the most endangered ecosystems these days. I've visited the Virgin Islands. They are one of the most beautiful spots in the Caribbean and should stay that way. Please, no more devlopement.  Lisanne Freese, Chicago, IL US
CHOOSE ENVIRONMENT OVER GREED...PLEASE.  Nan Walker, Endicott, NY US
We must stop development into natural habitats  Josh Marley, Branson, MO US
Developers are renowned for their immense greed and total disregard for wildlife and the environment! They will destroy the most wonderful, sensitive and irreplaceable ecosystems for profit without a second thought! Please don't allow this dreadful crime to go ahead!  Glenys Euden, Cardiff, -- GB

Thank you for your concern and help!  Stacy Rullman, Oxford, OH US
We are destroying this planet to quickly and need to preserve what we have left.  Gary Smith, aylesbury, -- GB
I was just in Cane Garden Bay 2 weeks ago and cannot imagine what it would have been like with out its natural beauty. Please help preserve it.  Leigh Frame, Baltimore, MD US
Why would you want to destroy a place so essential to nature? It's already beautiful and leisurely! You don't need to add a five-star hotel to make it that way!  Alesia Staskiewicz, Waukesha, WI US
HOWDY, I LOVE EVERYTHING ABOUT BRITAIN AND THE BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS. PLEASE TAKE CARE OF THIS ISLAND; ONCE IT IS GONE IT IS GONE FOREVER AND FOR WHAT? NOTHING BUT HUMAN GREED. THANKS FOR LISTENING.  ann lewis, brenham, TX US
Mangroves are incredibly beautiful and are homes to an incredible variety of animals and a source of stability for the islands. They need to be preserved at all cost.  Diane Gunter, Sterling, VA US
Having been to your beautiful part of the world, I encourage you to do everything in your power to assure its natural ecosystem remains as pristine as possible. I realize you wish to encourage others to come to enhance your economy, but there have to be better ways than by destroying what makes your islands so unique.  Alison Biggs, Castle Rock, CO US
Premier O'Neal please do not allow this development to go ahead - any gain made by the community of the BVI in terms of investment capital and tourist trade is only going to make more money for the BVI at the further expense of world nature and can put further species at risk by removing breeding grounds. The BVI is an affluent community. How much money is enough?  Keith Byrne, Maastricht, -- NL
Please save the planets wildlife and environment-Thank you.  J Spowart, Ashington, -- GB
Premier O'Neal Surely the reason people want to visit places such as this is so they can appreciate the natural beauty of the area and see the animals and wildlife that are native to the place. Please consider this,as when all is said and done all islands are the same if they have nothing different to offer the potential tourists who may come especially as eco-tourisim is such a big pull for visitors these days. Thank you  Alison Larkin, Naas, -- IE
Humans don't HAVE to develop there. However, the animals that live there, HAVE to live there. It is their home, they can't just pack up their bags and move. Please leave it alone.  TAMI PHELPS, REDDING, CA US
Please look vert closely at this proposal and take the brave step to stop this happening in this wonderful and rare paradise. Protect this at all costs. It will be very difficult if not impossible to get this back again.  Katherine Weston, L:eicester, -- GB
humans have taken over and developed so much of this earth. please leave this place in it's natural beauty.  nasima khatun, London, -- GB
It is most concerning to learn that this development is being proposed in such a precious area. Please lead the way and say 'no' to the decimation of this important natural environment.  Donna Beresford, Bournemouth, -- GB
I would much rather spend my tourist dollars visiting such a wonderful ecosystem than be subjected to another wasteful golf course.  Elizabeth Hendricks, Carson City, NV US
Please do not allow development destroy the irreplaceable beauty and habits of Beef Island. You have a resonsibility for the future sustainabilitiy if this wonderful place.  Barbara Torry, Cuckfield, -- GB
As a member of the Royal Society for Protection of Birds I hope my signature will help in the preservation of the island's wildfowl and bird population.  Maureen Anastasi, Aston Somerville, Broadway, -- GB
Enough is enough already. The impact on the ecosystems outweigh the development.  Eric Sletteland, Monmouth Junction, NJ US
We have destroyed enough of this world for our own greed, I dont think another luxury resort is necessary!!  M Packham, Worthing, -- GB
Unecessary...simple.  Sonny Lalli, Glasgow, -- GB
Listen to the people!  Frank Burrows, London, -- GB
What are we doing to our EARTH? Stop building playgrounds for the rich and famous.  Diana Pawelski, Bullhead City, AZ US 

audrey wilkinson, ASHFORD, Kent, -- UM
My friends’ house on Great Camanoe looks over Beef Island.  After what happened on Scrub Island, preservation of natural environment is vital.  Peter Wender, Cambridge,MA 

Having vacationed in the Virgin Island and taken that boat trip through the Francis Drake Passage I am very aware of the fragility of that ecosystem and the dangers that lie in over doing it with the wrong kind of tourist attractions--I would be happy to Edward W Gordon, President Victorian Society of America/ NE, Boston, MA
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