Selected Comments from VIEC’s Letter to the Premier concerning Beef Island
Dear Premier O'Neal, I have been a frequent visitor to BVI since 1992, often visiting every six months or more. Every time I visit I am disheartened by the increase in development, the increase in crime and traffic and pollution. I have mourned an erosion of the things which had made BVI so special, it's hospitality, trusting friendship, sweet air, starry skies unmarred by light pollution, the sound of it's tree frogs at night and not motorbikes. The fabric of what has made BVI so special is being lost daily. In the last year I have stayed at Long Bay Resort, Peter Island Resort, Brewer's Bay Campground, Mangrove Bay and Neptune's Treasure. My private undiscovered and undisturbed Great Harbor on Peter Island was developed between my August and February visits, the cruise ship visits seem to increase exponentially every six months. While on the hill above Mangrove Bay, my 5 year old son, Nicholas, said, as he over looked the lights of Tortola, "They better be careful Mommy because it it going to turn into St. Thomas and we will loss our special place and the people here will be said because they will have only money and nothing beautiful." This is from the innocence of a five year old. Please put some weight on the words out of the mouths of babe's in your consideration before further major development of Beef Island and the Grace that God has given BVI, it's bountiful gifts that need stewardship and protection. Thank you for your consideration.  Karen Andrade, Esq., Southampton, MA US

I have been to Beef Island, and it is one of the few truly unspoiled places on the planet. Please preserve it! Alan Binkow, Dayton, OH  US       

As a land owner in Virgin Gorda since l974 the proposed further development of the BVI is most alarming. We are tampering with the environment to the detrement of future generations. The BVI contains a magical eco system and we tamper with it at our peril. It is imperative we mainain the ecosystem which has been entrusted to our care. sheila owen-smith, guildford  GU50SS  GB      

Trellis Bay is one of your great assets and should not be destroyed!  john fritz wood, Trujillo Alto, PR US

Dear Rt.Hon. O'Neal, I have visited the BVI's 5 yrs. ago and sailed with my husband and friends to nine of the islands, and we want to come back soon. Please don't destroy this beautiful place by another high rise hotel..It will spoil the habitat, reefs, etc. I am pleading to you, please don't. Cheryl Brackett,        Norman OK  US                              

A good friend spent eight years living in the British Virgin Islands. He speaks often of their beauty. In fact, it was only yesterday we wondered at how much of it's treasures were protected. Today, I received this and will forward it to my friend that I know will be even more concerned than I in our hopes that everything possible is being done to preserve yet another of Earth's precious treasures. It worries me that we may be on the verge of discovering that we have not acted quickly enough to protect our delicate ecosystems. Thank-you for your efforts.     R. Chris LaReau, Savannah, GA  US        

I have been a regular visitor to St. John, USVI. The last time I was there, I was amazed and alarmed at the number of new buildings that were being built. Even though over half of the island is a National Park, people are building homes and businesses everywhere they can. The impact on the island is devastating. If you can preserve what you have on Beef Island, now is the time to take action before development destroys your ecosystem.   Cindy McKee, Frankfort, KY, US

As a golfer i can assure you we do not need to spoil this lovely island with another one please preserve this natural habitat.  Tom Morrison, Warwick --  cv345xt GB      

This will be a short sighted economic catastrophe. Golf is already declining- golf courses in the Caribbean are already overbuilt and the infrastructure required to maintain a resort has long term costs. Besides, you will drive away the people who already make Tortola their resort of choice.  James Hillman, Thompson, CT US

It is time we start respecting Nature and the Earth, and stop destroying it for profit. It takes much more to create a natural marine area and tropical forest than it takes to build a resort or any other human construction. It takes millions of years! We have to stop the destruction of all the natural habitat around this planet and you can help. Be proud of the natural heritage of the Virgin Island and keep them "natural". Thank you for your attention.    Patrick  Godon, Pikesville, MD   US

For our children, grandchildren and all the future generations. There has to be a limit and now is the time. Thank you for listening to our voices, the voices of the unborn, the voice of reason, and your conscience.

Kathryn Moore, Cobb, CA US       

Please don't destroy the natural habitat of this island to create yet another resort. People travel there to see the natural beauty of the place, they can go anywhere to play golf and be in a resort setting. The wildlife and natural setting is what people are drawn to, don't over develope yourself right out of the competition for travel customers! I am a traveler and places like Costa Rica are the hottest places to go now because they are under developed and NATURAL. They base their tourist industry on the preservation of the natural habitat of wildlife, the rain forest, and the beaches. Green eco tourism is what people are into now, don't destroy your natural assests w/ man-made settings you can see anywhere. Respectfully yours, Leslie Cohen,   Egg Harbor City NJ  US 

My friends’ house on Great Camanoe looks over Beef Island.  After what happened on Scrub Island, preservation of natural environment is vital. Peter Wender, Cambridge, MA

Dear Premier O'Neal: My family and I have visited your lovely islands frequently since the early 1970s. We love them. Your people and officials have proven so wise in showing restraint regarding large scale developement. Please don't falter now and permit Beef Island to become spoiled by overdevelopment. Your environment is a treasure which can never be replaced. Sincerely, Steven Mandel MD, Marina Del Rey, CA US       

Mr. O'Neal, If Hans Creek Lagoon is a protected area it should be left alone - you already have anchorage around Beef Island you don't need a marina - nor another hotel and definitely not a golf course. If this goes ahead someone, somewhere will be making a lot of money otherwise it would not even be considered. Peter Gould, Bury  BL99QB   GB      

You can see huge profits in pleasure Units erected in Beef Island - Yes? We see huge interference, even rape of the Earth's treasures. Look around: horrible concrete angles and pollutions already make us crazy... You have power. You have feelings... please use them with love and wisdom and sensibility (you have plenty of that :)) Claude Chagrin, London SW3 1QH         GB      

Dear Mr O'Neal, I am 9 years old and I want to be a naturalist when I grow up. But if developers keep invading the animals' space, there will be no nature to work in by then. Please don't let them do this. Yours respectfully, Joshua Miller,  Greystones       --          IRLñ      IE        

Dear Sir, I have been in the travel business for over 30 years and been coming to the BVI's regularly. The islands are beautiful - PLEASE don't threaten or ruin the marine ecosystem at Beef Island by building a five star hotel in this area. There are many beautiful places to stay on the islands already - please think again...Alexandra Collins, Saffron Walden  CB10 2SN         GB      

Dear Rt. Hon. Ralph T O'Neal, As a species, we live as part of an integrated ecosystem. If we continue to destroy this ecosystem, we will inevitably end up causing our own demise. As a tourist, I would very much enjoy visiting Beef Island as it is, but if it is developed, I would never visit it. Hotels, marinas and golf courses, are exactly what I want to avoid!  Heather Cole, Essex  CO7 9EQ  GB      

Dear Rt. Hon. Ralph. T O'Neal The British Virgin Islands are home to a diversity of natural habitats, flora and fauna. The most treasured being Hans Creek Lagoon, a marine protected area, where it is proposed to build a hotel, marina and golf course complex. Over the past few decades we have seen many habitats change, through natural phenomena such as El Nino and La Nina, posing tremendous threat to precious ecosystems and the life contained within. It is of world importance that the natural treasures of the British Virgin Islands are preserved. especially the marine and mangrove ecosystems. I respectfully ask you to ensure the survival of the natural treasures of the British Virgin Islands. Thank you I, and people all over the world, would be most grateful!  Carol Kemp,    Nr Colchester  CO7 6NJ  GB      

I have taken many tours through the mangroves on Beef Island. They are beautiful, and an important part of the BVI. More important than you Stroke handicap I would say. Brent Pumple,  Road Town   VG      

Dear Sir, I visited the BVI some years ago and spent a week scuba-diving and simply enjoying the relaxed, unspoilt atmosphere of your wonderful islands. I have never forgotten it. We particularly enjoyed our stay on Anegada - a unique experience and a far cry from the ubiquitous 'luxury' resort hotels that could be anywhere in the world. It was food for the soul. I urge you to protect Beef Island from the kind of development that is destroying habitats all over the world, and preserve what makes BVI special and unique. I watch the destruction of such important mangrove ecosystems with dismay because, as a nursery for so many species, they contribute so much to the wider richness of their environment. Their loss extends far beyond their location and deprives us all. Such sanctuaries are the ultimate 'luxury' - we will never be able to reclaim them once they are gone. With best wishes, yours sincerely, Isabella Tree  

Isabella Tree, Horsham   RH13 8LJ  GB      

I would like to add on a more personal note, that I live in the Bahamas and I know first hand how destructive over development can be on the environment as we too fight a similar battle. The governments of our island nations don't seem to realize that our greatest resources are the pristine waters beaches and natural habitat, and think that we need to be the next Las Vegas with Mega hotels and casinos and golf courses. The secret to our survival as tourist destinations lies in all our natural assets not the concrete jungles that most folk are trying to escape. Just reading about Beef Island makes me want to visit and I already live in the Caribbean! Please Prime Minister re-think your options. Lesley  Darby,  Nassau BS       

Dear Premier O'Neal, I'm adding my name to this petition because I think the core reason people would want to visit your beautiful island is just that! It's a BEAUTIFUL island with a multitude of differing environments for its respective wildlife and ecosystems. Please respect the beautiful land that you inhabit and have been elected to care for. Further development is NOT the way forward for your environment, wildlife/marinelife and tourism, as we want to see the natural wonders that Beef Island has to offer, not more concrete developments. Please consider mine and everyone else’s pleas NOT to go ahead with further developments. Thank you. Sarah Sullivan, Letchworth, Garden City  SG6 1RJ   GB      

I HAVE WALKED AND SWAM IN THIS EXACT PLACE AND THERE IS SUCH AN AMAZING VARIETY OF SEA LIFE AND BIRDS. It must be protected. phoebe turner, kennett sq, PA 19348   US       

Mr. O'Neal, I was privileged to live at West End for 18 moths in the 1980s. The BVI have had a very special place in my heart since the early 70s. I haven't been able to return recently, but I plan to soon. Your country is a very special place and a treasure to you and to the world. Thank you, Bill Sorem,    Minnetonka MN 55345 US                         

I visited Tortolla a short time ago, and thought the natural beauty of that island, and the other islands I visited in my 2 week stay there was just lovely. The developed parts of the islands were less so. DO NOT work to destroy more of the natural beauty and natural habitat of those islands. They were not 'given' to humans to run roughshod over, and the more they are 'developed' and ruined, the less natural plant and animal life will survive. One of the best parts of my trip to the Virgin Islands was swimming in the remaining coral reefs, amongst all the brightly colored tropical fish. I will be very sad and have no reason to return if those natural features of the islands are destroyed.  John Beck, Cambridge MA  US                           

Please do not allow this to happen to my neighbor island, only three miles a way!  Susan Mann, Cruz Bay, VI  US      

Dear Rt. Hon. Ralph T. O'Neal, Protecting marine and land environments of Beef Island is extremely important. Mangroves for one, are nurseries to many species of marine creatures. Some of these species support fishermen's livelihoods. I live on a yacht cruising the Caribbean and I personally see the mangroves disappearing at an alarming rate. We must protect these arias, and others: for the sake of fishermen, our future generations and the creatures themselves. Please protect the mangroves and other marine environments from destruction by developments  Marina Mcallister, Willemstad, -- AN

I live in a small village in the NE of Scotland where the fishing industry has collapsed due to EEC policy and pollution. Our town is dying on its feet and is a ghost town. Moreover once destroyed, forest eco-systems are hard to replace. There are enough golf courses for the rich - please let them colonise Mars before they destroy our beautiful planet. yours sincerely, Daphne Francis grandmother and economist, Burghead   IV30 5UL  GB      

I'm from Hawai'i so I've seen the devastation of unsustainable development. Support ecotourism. Don't become another playground for wealthy people who will take your precious resources and give you low-paying service jobs in return.  Gay Chung, Oakland, CA US

I have visited the BVI's on several occasions and it is one of my favourite destinations that I look forward to visiting time and time again. The attraction is that the BVI's have combined tourism without impacting the unspoilt nature of the islands themselves, unlike neighbouring American Virgin Islands. Over development will lose the BVI's their distinctiveness.  Stephen Connors, Hampton, -- GB

The BVI are on my "life list," - one of the places I want to see before I die. I want to come to see the natural beauty, not stay at an expensive development that has destroyed the natural beauty I came to see. Ecotourism can bring in dollars too. I'd much rather stay at a smaller, friendlier, casual, and less expensive hotel. Otherwise, why not just go to Vegas (Nevada, USA) where everything is already concrete, glitz, and neon? You cannot create the natural beauty that you are fortunate enough to have. There are a lot of people like me who will make environmentally responsible choices with their wallets and not buy or patronize products or places that don't share our values. Trisha Hailperin, Raleigh NC US       

In 1998 I visited the Islands on my honeymoon. Since then I have always longed to return and was in awe while there when I watched an Islander running down the beach waving his hands in the air. I realized he wasn’t crazy he was in paradise and in a place of peace and wonder. I have never found a more peaceful group of people and place to visit. Since I have learned that celebrities discovered this little secret and it has become an escape for only the rich and famous. Do we really need another luxury resort? Have you ever snorkeled and saw the exotic bright yellow and orange fish that you pay hundreds for in a pet store? Ever swim through a school (thousands) of all bright blue fish? How many Marriott type resorts do we need? Send them to Rivera... Please support this.  Teresa Mimbs,  Jacksonville FL  US 

Coral reefs protect islands from storm surges and rising waters, plus they provide shelter for many different types of animals useful in ecological, recreational, and commercial purposes. By development, the whole habitat will be ruined and thus will lead to many problems for both people and animals.  Jennifer Dowdy, Paducah, KY US

Dear Mr. O'Neal: An island such as Beef Island is becoming rarer & rarer in today's fast paced World; where short term profits for developers are often chosen over long term ecological implications and the overall negative environmental impact upon the entire eco-system. This island and it's marine habitat could easily be utilized as it is (without golf courses and/or large hotels) as a nature enthusiasts' dream come true & attract many people from all over the World, on a limited basis, which could be much more of a "win-win" scenario for everyone. This includes both for the economy of the island, BVI overall, while simultaneously preserving the natural beauty of an unspoiled part of the Caribbean, the island & entire area!!! If you could please help to preserve this rare "GEM" of the Caribbean as mother nature intended it to be so future generations of people could have the opportunity to enjoy it, that would speak very highly for yourself, the vast majority of people, & for the entire island, & BVI, altogether!!! Thank you for your prompt attention to this VERY IMPORTANT & SPECIAL Place on Planet Earth.  Ray Smigelski, Clarkston, MI US

This development for golf course and hotel is bound to have a serious impact on a protected marine area Hans Creek. and any destruction of the ecosystem will be devastating to both the fishing and the tourist industry. YOU ARE ALSO BREAKING THE PLANNING ACT!! We can see a hotel and golf course anywhere but you have something unique don't let greed and selfishness spoil it.  Patricia Appleton, Ulverston, -- GB

I’m so glad that commercial development has been stopped in Smugglers Cove.  I am gravely concerned about the destruction of habitats and wildlife everywhere on our precious earth and especially the most beautiful BVI's. People don't seem to realize that depleting our natural resources, destroying our enviroment by "loosely controlled" developments such as the Beef Island one will all to soon put all human kind on the list of endangered species.  And, Lord knows, what mutilation will occur if we don't plan, educate, work together to cease such projects that will inevitably lead to the destruction of our planet and every living thing on it.    Joan Ross, Waterford, New Brunswick Canada

As an educator and journalist I have been astounded by the approvals given by the government. With Scrub Island destroyed and proposals to 'develop' Cam Bay along with Hans Creek in danger, it will be difficult for the BVI to continue to advertise itself as "Nature's Little Secret."  I urge you to act decisively and stop developments that will damage the BVI's most valuable assets.  Lowell Bergman, Berkeley, CA US

I live in the bvi and this is not the way to go. tourists come here to enjoy the laid back style and this development is not environmentally friendly. we need to examine eco friendly living and vacations and keep away from the st thomas style…and why would we want a reputation like st thomas  janet waters UK

Ecological tourism is becoming big business. You do not have to forego economic development if you choose to forego the big development. You would be doing the BVI a great service if you opt for promoting ecological tourism, rather than huge tourist developments. Your ecosystem is unique. 5-star hotels are not. PLEASE conserve your ecosystem.  Dee Halzack, Lowell, MA US

As a visitor to the VI who has helped with leatherback turtle preservation programmes, it quickly became clear to me and my fellow tourists that LESS development is MORE. People quite rightly stop visiting a FORMER paradise. But carefully preserve and protect a paradise, show visitors that the locals appreciate what they have and are not chasing a quick and dirty profit, and visitors are glad to come. So concerned travelers like me encourage you to institute sustainable, gentle eco-tourism in places like Beef Island. Thanks for your time and consideration.  Beth Jones, Monticello, IA US

Dr Premier O'Neal, as a former resident of St Thomas for over 20 years and a regular visitor and producer of ad campaigns in the BVI, it pains me to see the BVI making all the same development mistakes as the USVI. The first time I went to teh BVI years ago before the cruise ships came in, I thought it was the most magical place on earth; it is still so special to me. Please consider saving some pristine areas without development. You don’t want Tortola to be another St Thomas! Sincerely, Louise Kane  Louise Kane, Eastham, MA US

Having seen the destruction and chaos that Marina's have caused in Cayman I would humbly urge you not to go down this route. There are Eco-tourism alternatives that can bring in just as much revenue, if not more, for the local community... and in a much more long-term sustainable manner.  douglas hurcombe, London, -- GB

Dear Premier O'Neal: Over-developed and over-priced "resorts" (especially in tropical areas like the Caribbean) have a very strong and well-documented tendency to degrade the very natural attractions that bring travelers there in the first place. The world simply does not need another Waikiki, another Bali, another Riviera, another St. Thomas, or another Mo' Bay. The world is presently over-supplied with such environmentally degraded "destinations." Despite ballyhooed (and often fictitious) improvements in the tourist industry's supposed eco-sensitivity in many so-called ecological travel destinations, the travel industry in general has a very poor record indeed in preserving the places it seeks out for tourism development based upon natural beauty of given locations (in this case a tropical island with coral sand beaches and coral reefs). Places where eco-sensitivity has failed miserably and utterly failed to stave off esthetically and environmentally disastrous over-development are legion: Goa, the Galapagos, Costa Rica's Nicoya Peninsula, Roatan, Bali, Lombok, Phuket, Pattaya, St. Lucia, Jamaica's north coast, Huatulco, Puerto Vallarta, Cozumel. Langkawi, the Seychelles, Cape Cod, Hawaii et al It is all quite depressing to see the cycle of development, over-development, and irreversible ecological and cultural degradation continue with tourism developers learning NOTHING and often squandering the locations, economic opportunities, and ecosystems in the process (usually very short). One thing is for sure: I do NOT travel to places like Beef Island to stay at a "mega-resort." Ugh! Here we go again!  Louis McCarten, Glendale, CA US

As one who lived and worked for 24 years on St. Thomas, and as one who frequently visited the BVI, I urge you to reconsider the Beef Island proposal. I understand the economic pressures that lead to development, but, as one travels from island to island, it is abundantly clear that each has a carrying capacity. More is not necessarily better. I've always hoped that the BVI would learn lessons from watching the development of St. Thomas. It would appear that is not case.  Frank Rinehart, Rochester, NY US
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