ENVIRONMENTAL COUNCIL COVER LETTER              JUNE 26TH, 2008

Hon. Ralph T. O’Neal

Premier of the Virgin Islands

Premier’s Office

Government of the Virgin Islands, Road Town, Tortola

Dear Hon. Premier,

As Environmental Month draws to a close, we the undersigned, have the honour of presenting to you letters and comments from individuals, both local and from around the world concerning the environment of the Virgin Islands, and in particular, Beef Island.

We see as vitally essential the functioning of salt ponds, sustainable coastal mangrove lagoons, and healthy coral reefs.  Such places are tied not only to economic growth in ecotourism and related businesses, but tied to the healthiness of our food and quality of life issues for our families.

As you know, there are precious few completely undisturbed areas in the Virgin Islands. At our 08th May 2008 meeting we discussed some of the development issues taking place and expressed our profound concern over some of the developments, in particular the Beef Island case.

We have since discovered that what we thought were primarily our island concerns are actually held by thousands of individuals and families from around the world, most who have yet to visit.  They, too, cherish the wilderness and multitude of commercially valuable fish species swimming in Hans Creek Lagoon.  They, too, hope to catch a glimpse of white-crowned pigeons, whistling ducks and flamingoes feeding around or living in our mangrove trees.  They ask that the Virgin Islands does not trade away the homes for wildlife for man-made shorelines and polluted water, or trade beautiful natural beaches for developed beaches with restricted beach access.  For the potential tourists putting their names to your letter, it is the Virgin Islands’ pristine and wild places that they find most attractive.
We are proud of your efforts to renew the Virgin Islands proud and world-known tradition of careful development that maintains a pristine environment and appreciate the recent approval of Hans Creek and Mount Alma on Beef Island as National Parks in the BVI Potected Areas System Plan 2007-2017.

We have here gathered together more than 18,000 signatures and comments in one volume, which when read, would reveal soul searching commentary about our environment and tourism product by these thousands of written comments or “blogs”.  We trust this information will be helpful for future planning of the environment and our tourist product throughout the entire territory.
Sincerely,

Mrs. Sheila Callwood-Schulterbrandt, President

Dr. Quincy Lettsome, Director

Mr. Richard C. DeCastro, Director

