Rebuttal of article on Beef Island  - Standpoint Feb 12 - 2008.

As a member of the Airport Environmental Management Group  (AEMG) that worked in association with  NACO the airport consultants and the then VIP government , I would like to clarify the  issue raised in your article “ Date Set for Landmark Environmental Protection Trial” – Standpoint February 12, 08.  It quotes the developer as saying that the  “ Hans Creek Fisheries protected area has already been compromised by overflow  from a nearby Irish Drain.”
Firstly the term “Irish Drain” is misleading and should read “Irish Crossing”.  An Irish Crossing is purely a ford.
Part of the drainage from the airport area  has always flowed into the Hans Creek Salt Flat and into  Hans Creek.  It has always been naturally filtered by the surrounding vegetation and salt flat.  To ensure that water leaving the airport was free of sediment even before it exited the airport property all drains were lined, baffled and vegetated and a settlement pond was constructed adjacent to the cargo building.  In order to reduce the velocity of the flow of water once the water passed onto the Beef Island Developers property, it was agreed in conjunction with Smith Gore Ltd ( representing the developer) that the Irish Crossing would be constructed so that water flowed over a large surface area ( the road) at low velocity rather than through a drainage channel at high velocity.  This facilitated remaining sediment to settle out in the vegetated area.  The band  of  vegetation between the road and the Hans Creek Salt Flat further slowed the flow   and facilitated in the absorption of water such that sediment free water reached the salt flat and flowed into Hans Creek – thus protecting the pristine nature of that area.
Therefore it is untrue that Hans Creek has been compromised by the   installation of the Irish Crossing.    In 2000 at the time of the airport development ICLARM  ( International Center for Living Aquatic Resource Management) were conducting their research  on juvenile fish habitats in the BVI and Jamaica.  On completion the study showed that Hans Creek is a very high value area for juvenile fish recruitment.   A  later independent study conducted in 2005 found an increase  in the biodiversity of the Hans Creek area further confirming the value of this area.   The action by the AEMG to prevent sediment flow into Hans Creek during the airport redevelopment  has meant that the area has maintained its   high value as a fisheries habitat.

There  was no necessity from the airport development to re engineer the salt ponds at Hans Creek.  The pond was and still is functioning adequately.  It is a natural integrated ecosystem and is working as Mother Nature designed it to work. 
The action by the AEMG ensured that the airport development did not place additional sediment load onto this natural system.    It became clear from the ICLARM studies that were ongoing at the time of the airport development that Hans Creek was of extreme importance. As a consequence of that research, and recognition of the importance of our wetlands,  Hans Creek is now a designated Fisheries protected area.  It should also be noted that the work of the AEMG further protected the wetlands and coral reef areas   in the vicinity of the  airport.   
I would also like to query the developers statement that “ Another fallacy   used against the resort is that   it will develop all the land it owns.”   It’s all very well to say they are saving one third of the development area.  It should be made clear that the 1/3 they are saving is the dry forested area on the steep slopes of Beef Island.  While this is a magnificent ecosystem  and worthy of preservation  let it be known that 
the 2/3rds  that are to be developed constitute  100% of the wetland area -  4 salt ponds, surrounding fringe reefs and thick sea grass beds plus the rich mangrove forest will ALL be compromised or lost.  And also let it be known that it  is on the plans  that the signature green is  actually in the middle of Hans Creek on Little Cay and the Fisheries Protected Area.  What will happen to Little Cay - surrounded by mangroves and covered in a think green cloak of native vegetation?  It will be stripped, some land fill  is planned and it will be a golfing green!!!!  The surrounding reef area will be destabilized and I hardly  think fishermen will find it easy to net for fry while golf balls are whizzing over their heads and golf carts buzz over a bridge that will have to be there to access Little Cay.
If we continue to believe the  hype of the developers  then we will end up with another  of the environmental disasters that are all too  blatantly evident   at most of the  current big developments taking place in the BVI. 
BVI Islanders should stand up and give all the support they can to the Virgin Islands Environmental Council ( VIEC) and be proud that BVI islanders  are fighting to save their heritage.
