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Little Bay development draws criticism
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‘\n upscale housing develop-
ment proposed for East End’s Little
Bay drew cniticism at a public meet-
ing held at the East End/Long Look
Community Centre on Thursday
Movember &.

Several speakers said the 13
multi-million dollar homes to be
built will be too close together,
proper erosion control was not
used on the already-begun spec
house, and the lights from the
houses would disturb the leather-
back turtles that nest on the beach
there.

The developers of Sandcastle
Estates opened the meeting with a
presentation highlighting the
development’s benefits to the area
and Territory. Engineer Jamie Cruz
said the houses would use a modu-
lar building system that will
minimise impact on the environ-
ment, lreat their own sewage and
the property would grow its own
landscaping plants and feature an
ecological walkway on the approxi-
mately nine acre property.

Orwver 50 will be employed simul-
taneously during the peak of con-
struction, jobs will be created to
maintain the villas, the ghut drain-
ing in the area will be improved and
over 5 million in tax payments will
be made in the first three years,
according to material provided by
the developers.

Burton Chalwell and Lyle
Swanson are the local developers
of the property.

MNeighbours of the proposed
development were not convinced,
and several said the development
needed to be scaled back.

“Five or six homes there is fea-
sible, but 14 is greed,” said Jane
Bakewell, a resident whose family
used to own the property where
the $4 to $5 million homes are
planned. “Infrastructure is not
planned. If they concrete in the
ghut — they [ghuts] are effective
because roots and trees slow down
the water flow — but when they put
m a concrete canal they are going
to speed up the water running
down the hill and ruin the bay.”

Many persons attended the meeting at the East End/Long Look Community

Centre,
be in place when it comes to ac-
cess to a planned boardwalk.
“We are told the villas are go-
ing to ‘blend with the environment’
Tell me how a 40 to 530 to high Span-
ish style mansion that covers 5,500
square feet and built 50 metres from
the ocean is going to ‘blend'?"
Bakewell asked. “Little Bay is a well
known nesting beach for Leather-
back turtles — although the devel-
opers plans involve a ridiculous
scheme of *educating the owners
to turn out their lights® 13, units
with three to four bedrooms each
and huge living and dining areas —
do your really think there will be
any lights out?” .
The developers told Bakewell all
the existing vegetation will be
cleared for construction, and she
said this includes 30-foot palms,
fiuit trees and habitat for wildlife,
Other speakers testified that suffi-
cient erosion controls have not
been used and the white sand

beach has already been affected.

Bakewell said the erosion con-
trols should have gone in before
construction began. Town and
Country Planning (TCP) Chief
Planner Louis Potter said members
of his department were on site, and
he would investigate claims of ero-
sion and lack of proper controls.

Potter said the developers have
already received approval for the
spec home, even before the public
meeting.

Eva Baskin, a 13-year resident
of Little Bay, said she understands
the need for development, but be-
lieves the planned development is
too dense. The erosion is a con-
cern too, saying the ghut is ‘spew-
ing mud’ because the right erosion
controls are not in place at the top
of'the hill.

“I don’t see a lot of protection
for Little Bay,” Baskin said. “What
is planned [erosion control]
sounds glorious, but what is hap-

pening right now — [ don't see it.”

On a tour of the property where
Bakewell spent much of her time
growing up, she said development
in the watershed has buried man-
groves hiving in the ghut and
turned the formerly white sand
beach brown. The Sandcastles’
spec house is not the only offender,
she said, but erosion that left two
inches of mud and silt on a bridge
downhill from the spec house did
not happen before Sandcastles
began construction,

Sam Davies, with the Depart-
ment of Conservation and Fisher-
ies, confirmed that Little Bay wasa
nesting ground for turiles. He said
lights from the development would
threaten turtle reproduction.
Lights from development threaten
juvenile turtles because they crawl
towards the lights rather than
safety found at sea, according to
the World Wildlife Fund website.

On the density complaint, de-
veloper Chalwell said the develop-
ment meets Government rules and
that while the average lotis 25,000
square feet, the size of the house
will be 4,500 square feet, but since
it is multi-storied the footprints will
be about 2,500 square feet.

Public beach access will be main-
tained, Chalwell said, and they will
build five or six parking places
bringing the total number to 15.
The eight-foot wide boardwalk will
be on his property, and while some
of the mangroves there will have
to be removed, he said they would
be replanted. Three catchments will
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