Trellis Bay damage by cars, garbage and failure of government to manage their infrastructure.
 While  the Virgin Islands Environmental Council (VIEC) are taking the government to court over the impending resort development at Beef Island and its infringement into the  Hans Creek fisheries protected area, other issues  on Beef Island also need to be attended to.   The government itself   needs to pay attention to the way it is failing to care for public land at Beef Island.

 When the airport was redeveloped in 2000 stringent environmental restrictions were put in place through the Airport Environmental Management Group ( AEMG).  The AEMG was directly responsible for enforcing Best Management Practices during the    airport redevelopment.  Now, sadly on completion of the airport the government has failed to follow through on recommendations by the AEMG, or to maintain some   of the   infrastructure that was put in place to prevent environmental damage to the surrounding ecosystem.  The settling ponds to the east of the terminal building are choked with invasive water plants.  Closer to the tertiary sewage treatment plant the water weeds are so thick that they must either block off or severely impede drainage.  This overgrowth is partly due to seepage of nutrients from the poorly maintained sewage plant. 
 For several years successive airport managers,  Town and Country Planning and Disaster Preparedness have been advised that the ponds need to be kept clear to prevent major flooding which could be catastrophic in the event of very heavy rains.    When cleared however this must be done in such a way as not to open up bare soil and cause a  sediment flow problem.  Trees and plants that are local and have established themselves must be tagged and kept and the significance of the ponds as a bird habitat now must be recognized.  Fee advice was given last year to the airport management concerning this issue -  nothing has been done.
 In the AEMG minutes it was recommended that the settling ponds be incorporated into the general landscaping of the airport so that they were not only attractive but continued to serve the purpose of viable settling ponds and would continue to attract bird life.
Many people may remember the protests when the land was cleared for the terminal building.  One of the last good remaining stands of Lignum Vitae was cut down.  These trees are protected under CITES agreements and once graced much larger areas in the Virgin Islands.   A few Lignum Vitae remain in a small copse of trees by the garbage dump at Trellis Bay.  It was also  minuted at the AEMG meetings that this area be fenced off by the government   to protect the   Lignum Vitae and to serve as an attractive green area near the  small commercial dock at Trellis Bay.    Not only was this not done but the garbage dump was moved onto the area meant to be protected!!!!!.  With  parking restrictions at the airport now in place  and the huge number of cars used by workers going to Scrub Island daily, cars are parked everywhere along the verges of the airport road and under the copse of Lignum Vitae.  Some of the trees are being pushed over and where small juvenile trees were sprouting up, the land is now packed so hard from cars that nothing can germinate there.  
The Garbage dump that was moved into this area – (meant to be protected) overflows with garbage all week long.  Garbage from Marina Cay, Great Camanoe, boats  and restaurants is all dumped here.  It overflows the dumpsters, and oil and toxic waste oozes into the ground.  At one stage someone obviously dug out some of the garbage so there is now a depression in the ground where more ooze collects.   In an area frequented by tourists who wander  down here after arriving or while waiting to depart the islands or to catch a ferry to other island – this is a disgrace and shows clearly that the BVI government itself has zero pride in their land -  or the effect of first  and final impressions of tourists.

With the garbage dump in close proximity to the Trellis Bay Market where many   Scrub Island workers buy their daily breakfast and lunch there is also the potential for a serious health hazard.
I would suggest that before further damage is done to Beef Island by a questionable development that all parties involved in Beef Island make a concerted effort to tidy up the messes they have made.  Smith Gore – (the Beef Island Developer’s representative)  should be forced to reestablish the salt pond behind Trellis they filled with  top soil,   remove garbage dumped on their property, and reduce sediment flow from their land into Trellis Bay.  The government should take pride in  the land they own and its foreshores  and  make immediate efforts to fence off  the small copse of Lignum Vitae so these  beautiful native threatened trees can live.   Seek advice  on how to clean  the settling ponds and associated drainage and   make sure that the  airport sewage treatment plant is working efficiently.  Incorporate the settling ponds into the landscaping, as was recommended by the AEMG.
 The airport and Trellis Bay are major entry and departure points for high end tourists -  it is rapidly becoming a very ugly and unsanitary  area -  and  reflects badly on the pride that the BVI advertises it has in its islands.   The government must show that it cares for the infrastructure it has put in place and that the physical beauty of the island is not compromised at all anywhere.  Once that is achieved then maybe it can begin to look at the possibility of properly engineered viable developments that will work in harmony with nature and not those that will destroy or radically change the environment, and the quality of life of its citizens, and future generations.
